EamoHa MNaminbToH

30PAHI KOPO/II

Mepeknag 3 pocilicbkoi: C. TuweHKo aka Vimlut

[nBHMN ronoc
Konwn O>xoH NopAaoH BRepLle novyB rosoc y CBOin rosiosi, To noaymas,

wo 6oxesosiie. byna Hiy, BiH MaWxe cnasB. [0N0OC 3By4yaB W4iTKO,

NoAaBASAKOYM MOrO BAACHI AYMKN.
«Y4un vyyete B MeHe, [>koH N'opaoH? Bu MeHe yyeTe?»

[[OpAOH CiB Ha NiXKKY, OCTAaTOYHO NMPOKUHYBLUNCL. BiH TpOXU 3N19KaBCA.

Byno B LbOMY rofnocCi WOCb HE3PO3YyMine U TPUBOXHE.

MoTiM BiH MOTUCHYB nNsiedyamMn. 3 MO3KOM ByBa€ BCSKe, KOAM NOANHA

y HaniBCHi Ta BoNng ocnabneHa. Hi, ue Hi4oro He o3Hau4ae.

BiH 3abyB npo ronoc A0 HAaCTYNHOI HOYi. A KoM NoYas BigNMBaTU A0

LapcTBa CHY, YiTKMK ronoc nposiyHaB 3HOBY:
«Yu1 yyeTe BN MeHe? AKLWO YyeTe, cnpobyinTte BigNOBICTU».

foOpAOH 3HOBY MPOKUHYBCS, BigdyBLWW, 9K i MUHYNOro pasy, ferkum
nepensk. I Tpueory. Ym He cTtanocs wo-Hebyab 3 MOro Mo3koM? BiH
3aBXAW BBaxaB, LLO CnpaBu KencbKi, AKWO /J0ANHA MOYMHAE YYyTHU

AKICb ron0CH.

BiH nponwoB BCto BiHY 6€3 »KoAHOI NoApPSANUHN. Ane, MOX/INBO, POKKU
NONbOTIB HA4 TUXUM OKEeaHOM 3anuwunnaun cnig y noro ncuxiudi? Moxe,

y Hei 3aknageHa Hibun 6omba ynoBinbHeHOoI Aii?



— [iabkKo, s XBWNOKWCbL 4epe3 ApibHuui,— rpybo ckasaB cobi

[oOpAOH.— I nuuwe ToMy, WO HEPBYKCb Ta XBUJTHOHOCH.

XBUNETbCA? Tak, Tak i 6yno. BiH He 6yB CNOKIMHMM 3 TOro Camoro

OHS, SK 3aKiHumnacs BiliHa i BiH noBepHyBcs A0 Hbto-Mopka.

3BiCHO, MOXHa, B34TW MOJIOAOr0 paxiBHWKA 3i CTPaxoBOi KOMMAaHii y
Hbto-MopKy i 3p06UTH 3 HBOrO BiIICLKOBOrO NbOTYMKA, KU YpaBAsE
30-TOHHMM 60oMbapayBasibHUKOM TaK CaMO Jierko, K CBOEK PYKOH.
A 3a Tpu pOKM CKasaThU <«ASKYEMO» i BigicnatMu MoOro Hasag 3a

KOHTOpPKY. Ane...

[VBHa piy: BCi Li poKK, NOKU [OPAOH PU3NKYBAB XUTTAM Hag TUXUM
OKeaHOM, BiH MpigB Npo Te, AK MOBEPHETbLCA A0 CBOEl KOJINLWHbLOI

po60Tn, A0 CBOEI 3aTULLHOI KBApPTUPKMN.

BiH noBepHyBCS aoaoMmy, i Bce TyT 6yno no-crapomy. 3ate 3MiHMBCS
BiH caM. 3BUK/IMN A0 NOBITPAHUX 60iB, A0 CMepTenbHOI Hebe3neky,
BiH BiAy4YMBCS CUAITM 3@ CTONOM i gogaBatn undpu. BiH He po3yMiB,
4Oro MOMYy XO4eTbCsl, ane, 3BMYalHO, He PYTUHHOI poboTU Yy MICTi.
OpHak BigyyBaB NOCTIMHWW Hecnokin. MHaB Big cebe AyMKMU, WO

BUHUKA/IN, Ta MApHO.

A Tenep uen auBHMM ronoc! YuM He o3Ha4vae BiH, WO [opaoH

6oxeBonie?

BiH nogymaB 6yno npo Bi3UT A0 ncuxiaTpa, ane caM 315KaBCs Ui€l

nAymku. Kpalule Bxe nobopoTmucs camomy.

Bcito HacTynHy Hi4 [OpAOH O4iKyBaB MOABM TrO/0CY, FOTYH4YUCH

poBectu cobi, Wo ue nuie ints3is.

OpHak ronocy He 6yno ABi Ho4yi nocninb. NlopAoH BUpiwWKB 6yno, Wo

BiH BXe He 3’IBUTbCS. ANle Ha TPETHO roN0C 3aroBOPUB roOJIOCHILLE:
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«Bun meHe uyete, [IxoH NopaoH? He 6inTecs, ue He MmasiuHsa! 4 — iHWwa

NOAWHA, | 9 3BepTatocs A0 BalIOro Mo3ky! »

[opaoOH nexaB Yy nMiBCHi, ronoc 3aaBaBCa WOMY HaA3BUYaAWHO

peanbHUM.

«CnpobynTe BignosicTn MeHi, >oH NopaoH. He cnoBamun, a noayMKu.

KaHan BigkpuTo, BignosiganTte? »

CaM Toro He 6axatouun, NopaoH nocnaB y MOPOK 60s13Ke NUTaHHSA:

«XTO BU?» BignoBiab 6yna WBMAKOI i YiTKOIO:

«f 3apTt ApH, npuHy CepegHbo-lanaktnyHoi IMnepii. 4 rosopto 3

BaMu 3 enoxu, BigaaneHoi Big sawoi Ha 200 Tncay pokie».

[OpAoOH BiAYYB HEACHUN CcTpaX. Liboro He Moxe 6yTtn. OgHaK ronoc y

Noro ronosi 6yB AyXe peasibHUM i YiTKUM.

«Hi, ue MeHi cHUTbCa»,— piwy4ye noaymas opaoH. Bignosiab 3apT

ApHa 3HOBY He 3Mycuna cebe yekaTu:

«3aneBHAD BacC, LUe He COH. S HacCTiNbKW X peanbHWUN, SIK BU, He
3Ba)kaltoum Ha Te, WO HAC po3AainsoTb 2 TUCAYI CTONITb. MaTepianbHUM
npeaMeT He 34aTHUM NepemillaTmcs HalycTpid MOTOKY 4acy, ane
AyMKa HeMmaTepianbHa, BoHa uUe Moxe. Lllopa3y, Konu Bu Wo-Hebyab

3raflyeTe, Balla BracHa AyMKa TPOXWU BiAXOAUTb Yy MUHYNE».

«SAKWO HaBiTb Ue npaBaa, YoMy BM MEHE BUKIIMKAETE?» — TYMO

3anuTtas [opaoH.

«3a Tucadi ctonitb 6araTo Wo 3MmiHMMI0CA,— BignoBiB 3apT ApH.— Bxe
AAaBHO NOACTBO po3cenunocs no BCi MNanakTtuui. 3’aBUNNCA BENUKI
30psHi KOponiBcTBa, a Hambinbwe 3 HUX — Hawa IMnepisa. 4 3anmato

Y Hih BUCOKWM MNOCT, ane neplw 3a BCe s BYEHUN, WIyKay iCTUHU. 4



BMBYAD MMUHYNE, NOCUNAYM TYAN CBiKM pO3YyM i BCTYMAkUM Y KOHTAKT
3 pO3yMOM Jt0A4eN, HaNnawToBaHMX OAHAKOBO 3i MHOK. CBigOMICTb —
Lle cknagHa cucrtema nonis. Ix MoxHa i30110BaTH Bi4 MO3KY i 3aMiHUTH
IHLUOKD CUCTEMOK NoJiB, iHWOK CBiAOMICTIO. Min anapaTt 34aTHUN
BiANpaBUTU Yy MUHYNE He TiNbKM AYMKY, SK 3apa3, ajie i BCK
CBigOMiCTb. 3 6aratbMa nOAbMM MUHYIUX enox 9 Oo6MiHBaBcCs
CBIiAOMICTIO. TaKMM 4YMHOM s BMBYMB Barato MUHYIUX CTONITb, ane
HiKONM We He 3abupaBcs y 4aci Tak ganeko. S xouy gocniavTtn Bawly
enoxy, [IxoH T[opaoH. Bu m™MeHi pgonomMoxete? Bu 3rogHi Ha

TUMYacoBun OB6MiH TinamMmn?»
B ronosi NlopaoHa cnanaxHyna naHivyHa gymka: «Hi! Lle 6oxeBinnsal»

«)XoaHoi Hebe3nekn Hemae,— Hanonsras 3apT ApH,— MPOCTO BWU
npoBegeTe Kinlbka TUXHIB Y MOEMY 4aci, a 9 y Bawomy. [oTiM Min
konera Benb KBeH nposeae 3BOpOoTHMI 06MiH. lMogymante, OXOH
[opaoH! Bwu pacte MeHi wWaHC AocniagvTn Bawy enoxy, a caMi
OTPMMAETe MOX/MUBICTb nobaunmtn uyypeca Moei! 4 BiguyBar Bally
AyLlwy, HECMNOKINHY, WO NparHe HOBOro i He3BigaHoro. HikoMy 6inbLie
Yy BallOMy 4aci He AaHO nepeTHyTn 6e304HI 4Yacy i noTpanuTtn y

ManbyTHE. HeBXxe BM BiAMOBUTECH?»

PantoM [>XOH NOpAoH Big4vyB, SK NOro OXOMJIKOE TPEMTIHHSA. BiH HEMOB

No4yyB 3BYK Tpybu, LLO KMYe A0 HEBIAOMUX NPUrOA.

BcecsiT 3a 200 Tucau pokiB, 65uck uuBsinisauii, wo niakopwuna

3ipkn — nobaunTn BCe L e Ha BNaCHI o4i?

Xiba He BapTo 3apaan LbOro pPU3UKHYTU XUTTAM i pO3yMOM? SKLWO BCe
LLe NnpaBaa, TO YN He BUMAB MOMY HaMbINbLWMI WWAHC Ni3HATW Npuroay,

SIKOT BiH TaK HeCnokinHo nparHys? I BCce X BiH KO/MBaBCA.



«$ Hiyoro He 6yay 3HaTM NpoO Ball CBIT, KONM OMUHIOCS Y HbOMY,—

CcKa3aB BiH 3apT ApHY.— HaBiTb MOBMU He 3Halo!».

«Benb KBeH Bac BCbOro HaBYUTb,— HaAivllla WBMAKA BiANOBiAb.—
Ane i Bawa enoxa 4151 MeHe HacCTiNIbKK XX He3HanoMa. Tomy, aKWo Bu
3roAHi, 1 Npowy Bac NpUroTyBaTu KinbKa AYMKO3aMNWUCIiB, 3 AKUX A Mir

61 03HAMOMUTUCSH 3 BALLOK MOBOK i 3BUYAAMU>.
«dymko3anucm? Lo ue Take?» — cnaHTennyeHo 3anutaB FopaoH.

«Xiba iX LWe He BUHaAWWIWU? — 34AMBYBaBCA 3apT ApH.— Y TakoMy
BMNaAKy 3anuwTe ANsi MeHe KiflbKa AUTAUYUX KHMXKOK 3 KapTUHKaMu,
CNOBHUKIB, W06 BWBYUMTM Balwy MOBY, i 3Byko3anucie, wob
NO3HAMOMUTUCA 3 BMMOBOK.— [ gopaB: — A He 4ekak HeramHoi
Bignosiai, >XoH opAoH. 3aBTpa A 3HOBY 3B’SXXYCS 3 BaMu, i To4i BU

NOBIAOMUTE MPO CBOE PilLEHHSA».

«3aBTpa s 6yay AymaTu, WO BCe LUe AUKUM COH»,— 3anepeyus

[OpAoH.

«BaM HeobxigHO nepekoHaTn cebe, WO Ue He COH» — MOSACHUB 3apT
ApH.— {1 BXOAXY Y KOHTAKT 3 BalilMM PO3yMOM, KON BWU Yy HaNiBCHI,
KON Bawa Bonga ocnabneHa i Mo3oK cnpunHaTtameuin, Ane ue HE
COH».

MpoKNMHYBLWMNCL BpaHLui, >XoH OpAOH Bigpa3y BCe npuraaas.

«HeBXe ue COH? — 34MBOBAHO 3anuTyBaB BiH cebe.— 3apT ApH

nonepea)as, WO TaK i byae 3aaBatncs. Ane yBi CHi | He Take 6yBae».

[OpAOH Tak i He BUpIWNB, NpMMapuiaca MOMy po3MOBa YM Hi, i NOiXaB

Ha cnyxoy.



Hikonn we KOHTOpa He 34aBasnocs WOMYy Takow OpyaHow i
3a4YWINBOIO, SIK LbOrO A0Broro AHsi. Hikonn nMoro pyTuHHI 060B’a3KuM

He 6ynu HacCTiINbKN HYAHUMU | OAHOMAHITHUMU,

Becb neHb NopaoH noeume cebe Ha AUKNX MPIiSX NPO Ka3KOBY MULLHOTY
BE/IMKNX 30PAHNX KOPONIBCTB, AKi 3HaxoaaTbCs 3a 200 Tncay pokiB y

ManbyTHbOMY, NMPO HOBIi, ANBHI, Babnadi CBiTw...

o KiHUs AHSA piweHHa 6yno npunHate. AKWO U HEMMOBIPHICTb

peanbHa, TO BiH 3pobuTb Te, NPO WO NpPocuTb 3apT ApH.

BiH BiguyBaB cebe Tpoxu Mo-AypHOMY, KO/W [0OPOrow A0A0MY
3aTpuMaBcs, Wob6 KynuTU AUTAYI KHMXKKWM 3 KapTUHKamu, BNpasn 3

rpaMaTUKK i NATIBKU AN BUBYEHHS aHINiNCbKOI MOBM.

Ane BBeuepi nir cnatn paHo. OXonaeHnn HepBoBUM 36YyAXKEHHSM, BiH
yekaB noknmky 3apT ApHa. OagHak NOKAWMKY He 6yno, OCKiNbKK

FopAoOH He cnaB. BiH 6yB HaATO CXBUIbOBAHWUI, W06 3aCHYTW.

Kinbka roamH BiH KNAaBCa Ta KPYTUBCS Y NiXKY. NounHano ceitatu,

KON BiH 3aHYPUBCA Y TPUBOXHY APIMOTY.
TyT e NposlyHaB pPi3KUN YSBHUN rosioc — rosopue 3apT ApH.

«HapewTi MeHi Bpanoca 3B’aA3atnca 3 BaMu! CkaxiTtb MeHi, [>XOH

[OpAOH, WO BM BUPIWNAN?>»

«51 3pobnto ue, 3apT ApH,— BianosiB NopaoH.— Ane HeranHo! Akwo

S We Kinbka gHiB 6yay AymMatu Npo ue, To OCTaTOYHO 360XeBOonito».

«[lJobpe,— nponyHana wBuaka Bignosiab.— AnapaT rotosun. Bwu
NPOXWUBETE Y MOEMY TiNli WICTb TMXHIB. [JO KiHUS LbOro TEPMIiHY s 6yay
roToBMM Ana 3BOPOTHOro O6MiHY.— BiH noyekaB TpOXW, TMOTIiM

NpOAOBXMB: — BW NOBUHHI MoobiusaTn MeHi ocb Wo. HiXTo y MoeMy



yaci, kpim Benb KBeHa, He 3HaTUMe Npo Haw O6MiH. B He MOBUHHI
rosoputn HIKOMY npo Te, Wwo BN — YyXni y Moin 06onoHUi. ITHakwe

HaM 0bOM 3arpoxxye HewacTs!»

«06iusto,— wenAKo BiANoBiB MOpAOH i A0AaB 3HISIKOBINO: — Ane BU

Tex, cnogisatocs, byaerte obepexHi 3 MOIM Tinom? »

«[atw cnoso,— BignosiB 3apT ApH.— A Tenep ocnabte Bono, Wob
Ball PpO3yM He OnupaBCsa CUi, sika nepeHece MOro Kpidb 4ac i

NPOCTip>.

Lle 6yno nerwe ckasaTtu, HixX 3pobutun. He Tak BXe 1 NpPoCcTo ocnabutu

BOJIIO, KON TBiN po3yM 36mpatoTbCs BidipBaTh Big Tina.

OpgHak lopaoH cnpobyBaB MigAKOPUTUCSA, 3aHypuTuca rnbwe vy
ApimoTy. I panTtoMm Big4yyB AMBHE, TArHy4Ye novyTTa BCepeAnHi MO3KY.
Lle He 6yno @isnyHe BiA4YYyTTA, BOHO OYyNO CXO0Xe cKopilwe Ha

MarHETn4Hy Cuny.

Hi 3 UMM He3pIiBHAHMI XKaxX OXOMNMUB MOro MO30K, KOJIM BiH BiAYYyB, AK
NOro KUHYMO Yy 6e340HHI rNMMbnHM MOpPOKY.

MamnbyTHin BcecBiT
CeigoMicTb noBiNbHO noBepTasacb A0 [opaoHa. BiH nexaB Ha

BMCOKOMY CTONi Y KiMHaTIi, SCKpaBO OCBIT/IEHIN COHLEM.

Kinbka cekyHA BiH MNpPUrosoMwWeHO AUWBWUBCA Bropy, BigyyBatoyu
XXaxnmBy cnabkicTb i TpeMTiHHSA. [MpaMo Hag ronoBoK 3BUCAB SAIKMNCH
AVNBHUIN anapaT, CXOXUK Ha CpibHUM wonom 3 6e3nivyto gpoTiB. MoTiM
y nosi 30py 3’BU0OCS 3MopLUeHe 06amnyys CMBOYONOro ctapuka, ane

pagicHe 36ya)XeHHS pobunio moro 61aknUTHI O4i MONOANMM | CAKOUYNMMN.

BiH 3arosopuB 3 [OpAOHOM, i ros10C Moro 6yB pi3KMM Big XBUOBaHHS.

Ane MoBa 6yna abcontoTHO He3Hanoma FopAoHy.
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— 4 He po3yMito,— 6e3nopaaHo ckasaB [opaoH. CTapuii NokasasB Ha

cebe.
— Benb KBeH,— cKka3aB BiH.

— Benb KBeH? — lopAoH 3ragaB. 3apT ApH roeopuBs, WO Tak 3BaTu

Noro Konery 3 MamnbyTHbOro.

3 ManbytHboro! OTxe, BueHnm BAAJIOCHA 3pobuTtn Len HEMMOBIpHUN
0bMiH Aywamu Ta Tinamun Kpi3b 6e3o0aHI0 Yacy? OxoniaeHnn panToBuUM
36yaxxeHHsM, TopaoH cnpobyBas CicTh, ane He 3Mir. BiH byB we ayxe
cnabkum. Ane BiH BCTUTI MOrAsSSHYTU Ha CBOE TiNno. Te, wo BiH nob6auus,

Bpa3nao moro.

Lle 6yno He noro Tino. He kpeMe3Ha, Myckynucrta ¢irypa xXoHa
lopaoHa. Lle 6yno BUCOKe, CTpyHKe Tino, oasdrHeHe y 6iny

LLOBKOBUCTY COpPOYKY 6e3 pykasBiB, 6ini wrtaHu Ta caHaani.

— Tino 3apt ApHa! — npoxpunis FopaoH.— A TaM, y Hbto-Nopky,

3apT ApH npokuHyeca y MOEMY!

Crapun Benb KBeH, cyasum 3 ycboro, Bni3HaB BMMOBJIEHe iM’A Ta

MOKBArnoM KMBHYB.
— 3apT ApH — [>XOH ['OpA0OH,— CKa3aB BiH, BKA3Yyk4YM Ha HbOrO.

O6MiH Baascsa! BiH npoMyaB Kpi3b 2 TUCAYI CTONITL | NepebyBaB Tenep

y Tini iHwWoi nrognHun!

PisHuuUi, ogHak, He Big4yyBanocs. [opaoH cnpobysBaB MOBOPYLUNTU
pykamu i Horamu. Bci M’a3u cnyxanucsa 4yaoBo. Asie BON0OCCS Y HbOro
ctTaBano gmbku Big 3ragku rnpo HEMMOBIPHICTb TOro, Wo Bigbynocs.

BiH Big4YyBaB iCTEPUYHY HOCTANbLriO 3@ BJIACHUM TiSIOM.



Benb KBeH, 3pmaBanocsi, po3yMiB Moro nouyTtTtd. [ligbagbopnuseo
nornJsieckaB Moro no njsedy i nogaB KpuwTaneBy 4yawy 3 MNiHUCTOO

YyepBOHOIO pignHol. NopaoH BMNKB | BiauyB, K npubasnnocs cun.

BueHnn gonomir momy 3iMTK 3i cToNy i migTpuMmyBas, AOKM [OpAoOH

34AMBOBAHO OrngnaB KiMHaTy.

SlckpaBe COHsiYHEe CBITNO NINNOCSA 3BiAayCiNb: BikHA 6ynun y BCiX CTiHaxX
NPOCTOPOi BOCbMMUKYTHOI KiMHaTW. lpoMeHi gpobunuca i rpanu Ha
MeXaHi3Max | npunajax, Ha CTefa)XxaxX 3 MeTaslleBUMKU KaceTamu
AVBHOro Buay. MopaoH He 6yB BYEHWMM, i KifbKiCTb HayKoOBOro

obnagHaHHS NpurosoMwWwnna moro.
Benb KBeH MiaBiB NOro 40 BUCOKOro A3epkana.
fopaoH 3aBMep, NnobaumBLIM CBOE BigOOpa>keHHH.

BiH 6yB Tenep BWCOKMM YOPHSIBMM MOSIOAMM YOJIOBIKOM, 3pPOCTOM
3Ha4HO BuLle wecTn dyTiB. Obnnyusa cmarnsase, 3 pisakuM npodinem i
CEPNO3HUMN TEMHUMU o4ymMa. [locuTb rapHe. BoHO 30BCiM He byno

CX0Xe Ha KonuwHe obnunyug NopaoHa, Wwupoke i 3acMarrne.

BiH nobauns, WO OAATHEHUN Y COPOYKY, SIKa WiNbHO obnsdrana Tino, i
TaKi X wTaHun. Benb KBeH HaKMHYB MOMY Ha niedi 4OBrmin LWOBKOBUI

6innn nnaw,. Cam BiH 6yB oAssrHEHUI TaK CaMo.

BueHnin 3HakaMn nokasas [OpAoOHY, WO MOMY CAig NArTY i BigNno4YnTw.
OpHak, He3Ba)xatun Ha cnabkictb, fopaoH He 3Mir BTpuMaTucs, wob

HE MOrNsAHyTU Ha HEBIAOMUN CBIT AaNIeKOro ManbyTHbLOrO.

[MOXUTYOUNCb, BiH HAbnNM3MBCA A0 OAHOr0 3 BIKOH, OYiKYyKOUM
nobauntn HeMMOBipHEe BMAOBULIE HaACy4daCHOro Meranonicy,
Bpa)xatouol crtonuui umeinisauil, Wo 3aBotoBasna 3ipkn. Ane Ha HbOro

yeKkasio po3vyapyBaHHS. 3a BIKHOM NPOCTAraBcs ANKWUIN, HEMPUBITHUN
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naHawadT. BOCbMUKYTHe nMpuMilleHHS 3arMano BepXHin noBepx
MacuBHOI 6eTOHHOI BeXi, sika CTosifla Ha KPUXITHOMY MNJ1aTo, Ha Kpato

KpyTOro ypBuLla.

HaBkpyrmn lopMUINCa KonocasnbHi FipCbKi MikK, yBiHYaHI 6ancKy4YnMu
CHIrOBMMU WankaMmu. Mixx HUMUM B YCiX HanpsiMKax TeMHINN 6e340HHiI,
rMMbuHo y Tucadi ¢yTis, npipsu. IHWKX byagiBenb Hige He 6yno.

KapTuHa Haragysana [iManai XX cToniTr4.

[>xOH FopaoH NOXUTHYBCS Bia cnabkocTi. Benb KBeH nocniwHO NpoBiB
MOro BHM3, [0 MaNeHbKOi cnajsbHi Ha nepwoMy noBepci. BiH

PO3TArHYBCSA Ha M’SIKOMY J1iXKKY i ManXe MUTTEBO 3aCHYB.

Konun NopaoH npoknHyscs, 6yB y>Xe HOBUIM AeHb. YBinwoB Benb KBeH,
NnpuBIiTaBCaA, nNepesBipMB MOro nynabC i AuxaHH4. Crapui
ningbagbopnmeo ycMixascs. [loTiM nNpuHIC cHigaHok. [ycTun,
CONIOAKUIN, KOPUYHEBMUI HaMin, GPYKTU i LLOCb CXOXE Ha Cyxe Nne4ymBo.
OueBnaHo, BCe Ue 6y/I0 HacuM4yeHe MNOXMBHUMU peyoBUHAMMK,

OCKifibKM rosioa opaoHa 3HMK Nicaa neplwmnx KOBTKIB.

MoTim Benb KBeH cTaB HaB4yaTu KMoro Mosi. BiH KopucTtyBaBscs
HeBe/IMKMM anapaToM, SKUW JaBaB HaA3BMYaAWMHO peaniCTUYHI
CTEPEOCKOMNiYHI 306paxKeHHs, i peTesibHO BUMOB/SIB Ha3BY KOXHOIO

npeameTta abo cueHu, SKi NnokalyBas.

3a UMM 3aHATTAM TOpAOH NPOBIB TUXAEHb, HE BUXOASAYM 3 BeXi. BiH
CXOM/Il0BAB MOBY 3 Bpaxaw4yow WBUAKICTIO, 4YaCTKOBO 3aBASKMU
cnocoby HaB4YaHHS, YaCTKOBO 3aBASIKM TOMY, LLO OCHOBOW MOBM byna
aHrnincoeka. 3a 200 TucAY pokKiB 1l CNOBHUK AyXe 3MiHMBCA i

pO3LLUNPUBCS, NpoTe e He byna 4yyxa MoBa.
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— Mun Ha 3eMmni? — TakuMm 6yno nepwe nutaHHsa [koHa lopaoHa.

CTapui KUBHYB:
— Tak, us Bexka po3TalloBaHa cepesl HaMBULLMX 3E€MHUX Tip.

Omxe, cnpasai NManal. Bennyasi CHIroBi Nikyn Burngagaann HacTiNbKu
X NyCTeNbHUMU i AUKUMU, SK | Nig Yac BiMHU, KONW BiH NiTaB y UMUX

Kpasix.

— Xiba Ha 3eMni 6inblue He 3aNnWKnNoCcA Naen i MicT? — 34MBYyBaBCS

BiH.

— 3BUYaNHO, 3anuwmnnuncsa. 3apT ApH Bubpas HamMBigntogHile Micue
Ha NaaHeTi Ang Toro, Wob HiXTO He 3aBa)kaB NOro TAEMHMM AOChigaM.
3BiacKn, 3 Ui€i BeXi, BiH focnig)XyBas MUHYe, O6MiHIOYNCL TilaMun 3
6e3niyyto noaen pisHMX enox CBiToBOI icTopii. Baw nepiog —

HamsigaaneHiwun,

Y [xxoHa FopAoHa BUHUKIO AMBHE BiAvyTTS, KOAU BiH YySBUB, WO U

IHWI TakoX 6ynn y noro TenepiwHbLOMY CTaHi.

— A'iM ... UMM nOAAM ... IM BAanocs MOBEPHYTUCS Y CBOI TiNa i CBiNn

yac?

— 3BMYanHO. S 3anuwasca TyT, wWob npaurwBaTKM Ha nepenasadi.
I Konu HacTaBas CTPOK, 1 NPOBOAMB 3BOPOTHUM O06MiH. Tak camo 6yae

| 3 BaMWU.

Lle Tpoxu 3acnokoino fopaoHa. Ak He npueBabnoBann MOro He3HaHi
npurogn MambyTHbOro, asne WMOMYy He XoTinocs 6 3anuwatuca y

Yy>XXOMY TiNni HEBU3HAYEHO AOBIO.

Benb KBeH o3HanoMuB lopaoHa 3 ycCiMa TOHKOLWAMW AUBOBUXHOIMO

MEeToAYy KOHTaKTy i 0bMiHy Mix po3yMamu. [lokaszaB Momy poboTty
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TenenatTuyHoro nigcunBada, 340aTHOMO  CrNpsAMyBaTU  YSABHE
noBigoOMNeHHA O6yAb-sKin AOAMHI Y MWUHYAOMY. A MOTIM MNOSICHWUB

poboTy i camoro anapary.

— PO3yM — Ue eneKkTpoHHa CTPYKTypa Yy MO3Ky. EHepria anapaty
nepeTBopro€E i Ha MOTOHHY. POTOHHY CBIAOMICTb MOXHa nepeaatu
Kpisab 6yab-sike BUWMIpIOBaHHA, HaBiTb, 4eTBepTe, TOOTO u4ac.
EHepreTMyHMin nNoOTiK npaue y o060x HanpsMkax, OA4HOYaCHO

BUJTyYaloumn i NpoekTyoun obuasa posymu, Wob obMiHATHK iX.
— 3apT ApH caM BMHaAWLWOB LUen MeToa? — nouikaemecs MopaoH.

— Mwn BnHanwnm noro pasom,— Bignosis Benb KBeH.— Teopis y MeHe
byna. 3apT ApH — Han3AaibHiWmn Min ydeHb, BiH gonoMmir nobyaysaTtu
i BunpobyBatu anapaTt. Pe3ynbTaT nepeBeplwnB HaWCMiNMBILWi
odvikyBaHHsA. bauuTe crTenaxi? Lle AyMKo3anucu, NpuUHeECeHi 3apT
ApHOM 3 AO0CNigXEHUX HUM MUHYNMX enox. Mm npauleMO TAEMHO.
Akwo ApH A66ac 3anigo3puTb WO-Hebyab, TO 3abOPOHUTb CBOEMY

CUHOBI pU3nKyBaThn coboto.
— ApH Abbac? — nepenutas lopaoH.— XTO ue?

— Bonopnap CepeaHbo-lanaktuyHoi IMmnepii, cronnua skoi, TpOOH,
3HaxoamnTbCcs nobnmusy 3ipkn KaHonyc. Y HbOro ABOE AiTew.

Crapwuin — noro cnagkoemeub, xan ApH. pyrnn — 3apT ApH.
fopaoH po3rybuBscs.

— Bu xoueTe ckasaTu, WO NOAUHA, Y Tini Kol 9 nepebysato, Ue CUH

HanWMoryTHiworo sosiogaps BcecBiTy?

— Tak,— knBHYB Benb KBeH.— Ane 3apT He UikaBUTbCA MONITUKOIO.

BiH BueHUNn. OCb YOMY BiH XXMUBE TYT, @ He Yy TPOOHi.
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[opaoH 3rapas, K 3apT ApH po3MoBigaB MOMY MpoO CBOE BUCOKE
cTaHoBuwe Yy IMnepii. Ane BiH He NiAo3ploBaB, SAKOK € CNpaBXHS

BMCOTaA UbOIo NnOJIOXEHHA.

— Benb KBeH, a wo Take CepepgHbo-lanaktnyHa IMnepia? BoHa

OXONJIOE BCHO NanakTuky?

— Hi. € 6araTto 30psHMX KOPOJIBCTB, YAaCOM BOPOryt4uYmnx Mix coboto.

IMnepia nuwe Hanbinbwe 3 HUX.
[OpAOH He 3Mir MpMXoBaTU po34apyBaHHA.

— S cnoaiBaBcs, WO CBIT ManbyTHbOro 6yae AeMOKpaTUYHUM, a BiHU

SHUKHYTb.

— 30psAHi KOpoNiBCTBa — MO CyTi AeMOoKpaTil, Y HUX MpaBUTb Hapo4,—
noscHne Benb KBeH.— MW nNpoCcTO [AEMO TYy4YHi TUTYU CBOIM

npaBuUTeNsam.
[[OpAOH KUBHYB.

— 34a€TbCA, 9 pO3yMit0. Lle K aHrnincbka gemMokpaTis Haworo yacy.

TaM TeXx € CBOA KOpo/seBa.

— Woao BiH,— npoaoBXyBasB Benb KBeH,— TO 3 HUMU Ha 3eMni 6yno
MOKiHYeHO. Mu 3HaeMo uUe 3 icTopii. Mup | npouBiTaHHA A403BOAUAU
30INCHUTN  nepwi MIDK30psSHi  nepenboTU. Ane HUHIWHI  30paHi
KOpONiBCTBa PO3’€AHaHIi, 9K KOJIMCb 3eMHi Hapoan. Mn HaMmaraeMmocsd

ix o6’egHaTM...

Benb KBeH niginwoB [0 CTiHWM | TOPKHYBCS BMMMKa4da. Y MNOBITPI
BMHMKNA 06’eMHa KapTa NanakTukm — amckonoaibHmnim pin 6nmnckyymx

ickop. KoxHa 6yna 3ipkow, X KiNbKiCTb Bpa)ana. TyMaHHOCTI,
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KOMeTW, TeMHi XMapu — Bce O6yno Ha Ui ranakTudHin KapTi.

306paxkeHHs cknaganocs 3 6araTtboX YacTUH, BUAINEHUX KOJIbOPOM.

— KonbopoBi obnacti — ue 30psHi KoposiBcTBa,— NOSACHUB Benb
KBeH.— Ak 6aunTe, Hambinbwa 3 HUX — 3eneHa 3o0Ha CepeaHbo-
ManakTuyHoi IMnepii — BKkN4Yae y cebe BCHO MiBHIY i UEHTp
ManakTukn. CoHue i 3eMns 3HaxoAsaTbCA Ha KpauHiv niBHodi, 6ingd
ANKUX MPUKOPAOHHUX cucteM MapkisaTiB 30BHiWHbLOro Kocmocy.
Hesennka nypnypHa 30Ha Ha niBAeHb Big IMnepii — ue 6apoHCTBO
epkyneca, 6apoHM SAKMUX NpaBnsaTb He3aNeXHUMWU  CBiTaMu
CkynuyeHHs [epkyneca. Ha niBHIYHMK 3axig NeXuTb KOpPONiBCTBO
domanbrayT, niBaeHHiwe — koponiscrea Jlipu, Jlebens, NMonsipHoi Ta
IHWKWX cy3ip’iB, 34eb6inbworo co3Hux IMnepin. A 3ipku i nnaHeTw,
3aHYpeHi Yy BIYHMM MOPOK YOPHOI XMapu Ha NiBAEHHOMY CXoAi,

yTBOpPHOOTh Jliry TeMmHmnx CBiTiB. Lle HancunbHiwmnm sopor IMnepi.

ApH A6b6ac naBHO BXXe HaMaraeTbCsl NepekoHaTu 30pPsiHi KOPOiBCTBA
06’eaHaTUCA | MNOKIHYNTN 3 BOPOXHEYeK Ta BinHaMU. Ane AuKTaTop
Jlirn Wopp KoH iHTpUrye NpoTu L€l NONITUKK, pOo3nantooun y ApibHUX

KOpOJIIBCTBax cenapaTtUCTCbKi HaACTpOI.
MouyTe Bpa3nno [xoHa NopaoHa, ntoanHy XX CToniTTA.
BiH npuronomMweHo AMBUBCA Ha KapTy. Benb KBeH NpoaoBXYyBaB:

— S HaB4y BaC KOPUCTyBaATUCA AyMKO3anumcaMu, i Toai BU 3MOXeTe

CaMOCTIMHO BUBYUTU HaLy iCTOPItO.

Y HacTynHi gHi, nornnbnoymnm 3HaHHA MOBU, TOpAOH BMBYAB TAKOX
ICTOpitO CBITY 3@ MUHYNi 2 TUCAYi CcTONiTb. Kacetu AyMKO3anwuciB

po3ropTanun nepeg HUM eniyvyHy cary 3aBoloBaHHS 3ipoK.
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BupoaTHi noaBuru, Xaxiauei KaTacTtpodpum y KOCMIYHMX XMapax i
TYMAHHOCTAX, >XXOPCTOKiI CYTUYKU 3 YYXWUM HEeNACbKUM PO3YMOM...
3emna 6yna Aayxe ManeHbkow | ganekot, wob kKepysaTu
3pOCTaouYMMyM BOJSIOAIHHAMM AOANHN. Y 30pPSAHUX CUCTEMAX BUHUKAU
CBOI ypaau, AKi Aanv novyaTok HUHIWHIM KoponiBcTBaM. Tak BUHUKNA
i Bennka CepepHbo-lanaktnyHa IMnepisa, akoto Tenep npasuB ApH
Abbac.

— BamMm, nMoBipHO, xouyeTbcsd nobauntn nobinblwe, nepw HiX BU
noBepHeTecd A0 CBOro yacy,— Cka3aB oaHoro pasy Benb KBeH.— [nd
noyaTKy s XO4y rnokasaTu, 9K Burnsaaac tenep eawa 3emns. CTaHbTe-

HO Ha UK nMNIactumHy.

BiH cTOAB Ha BeNMKOMY KBapuOBOMY AWUCKY, OAHOMY 3 [ABOX,

BMOHTOBAHWUX Yy nignory. FlopaoH Hepiwy4de cTaB Nnopsaa.

— Ue Tenectepeo. BOHO pAi€ npakTU4YHO MUTTEBO Ha Oyab-5Kin

BiaCTaHi,— nosAcHuB Benb KBeH i noknas naneub Ha NepeMmnkau.

— Hbloap — Hanbinbwe Micto 3emni. [MpaBaa, BOHO HabaraTo

CKpOMHiLWe baraTbox 30pAHUX CTONTUUD...

I pantom lopAOH OMWMHMBCA 30BCIM Yy IHWOMY Micui. BiH 3HaB, wWo
3HaxoanTbCca y nabopaTtopii, ane oAHOYACHO CTOSIB HA TaKOMy X
KBapuUOBOMY AWUCKY, Ha BEPLUMHI iHLOI BeXi, TeX AYy>Xe BUCOKOI, i nia
HUM CTenunocs Benn4ye3He npekpacHe Micto. Kpyrom 6ininu
TepacoBaHi nipamign. Ha Tepacax KBiTAM cagu. lloaekyan 3 3eneHi
BUCTYNnanun 6apBUCTI anbTaHKU, Mig gepesBamun rynanu noauv. Janeko
Ha obpii BUAHIBCA KOCMOMNOPT, TaM psiaamm ctosnmn 3openboTtn. Cepeg
HWUX BUCOYINO KiflbKa MacuUBHUX, rpi3Horo surnaay 6omosux kopabnis,

NpUKpaweHnx 306paxeHHs M KkomeTn — embnemoto Imnepi.
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Benb KBeH nepeknioumBCS Ha iHWWUA cTepeonpumnMad y Hbroapky.
fopaoH Muruem nobaymB MICTO 3CepeauHn — 3anm i Kopuaopu,
KBapTUpW i Uexun, FiraHTCbKi Nig3eMHi aTOMHO-eHepreTuYyHi CTaHuil.
PanTtomM BCA U8 KapTuUHa 3HUKNA. BUMKHYBLIM Tenectepeo, Benb

KUHYBCS 40 BiKHa.

— Kopabenb! — ckpukHyB BiH.— He po3yMito. Kopabni TyT Hikonn He

npusemMnarTbcs!

FfopAoH noyyB ryn i nobaume NpoAoBryBaTUn, CTPYHKWUN, CSAHOUUN
anapaTt, WO WBKMAKO CNyCKaBCA A0 OAMHOKOI Bexi. Benb KBeH He

NpuUxXoBYyBaB TPUBOIW.

— Lle 6onoBuin kopabenb, Kpencep-po3BiAHNK, ane Ha HbOMY HEMaAE

embnemun. TyT WOCb He Tak!

Bnnckyumnin kopabenb yxe CrnycTMBCS Ha nNaaTo, 3a YBEpPTb MUNI Bij
BexXi. Ogpasy Big4YMHUANCA NOKK, 3BiAKM BMBIrNo gecatka Asa nogen
y Cipux MyHAMpax i Wwonomax, 3 AOBroCcTBOJIbHMMWU nicToneTtamMu B

pyKax.

— Ue dopma IMmnepii, ane iXx He NOBUMHHO b6yTM TYT ...— Ha
3MoplwKyBaToMy o06nmuydi Benb KBeHa u4uTanocs 34AMBYBaAHHS i

TpuBora.— Tpeba nosigoMnuTn Hutoap!

Ta TiNbKW-HO BiH MOBEpPHYBCA A0 TefieCcTepeon, K 3HU3Y Mo4vyBCH
rY4yHun Tpick.— BOHWM namatTb asepi! — CKpukHyB Benb KBeH.—

Lsnawe! JxoH MNopaoH, 6epiThb...

fOpAoOH TaK i He Ai3HaBCs, WO XOTiB ckaszaTu Momy Benb KeeH, 60 vy
Ler MOMEHT HamaaHWKK yBipBanucsa A0 KiMHaTwu. Burnapann BOHM

AnBHO. O6nnyug ix 6ynm 6e3bapBHi, HenpnpoaHbLO 6niai.
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— CongaTtu Jlirn! — ckpunkHyB Benb KBeH | KMHYBCA A0 Tenecrepeo.
BaTta>ok HanaaHuKIB MigHAB CBi AOBrmMim, TOHKWK nictoneT. 3BiATU
BUNETINA KPpUXiTHA KynbKa, saKa Bn'anacs y cnmHy Benb KBeHa i
BMbyxHyna. Ctapun ynaB siK NigKoweHWn. MopaoH, 3aHiMinunm 6yno
Bi4 noauBy, 3 NIOTUM KPUKOM KMHYBCA Bnepen. OauvH i3 congatie

niagHAaAB NiCcToneT.

— He ctpingatn, ue 3apT ApH! — KpUKHYB odiuep, KUK 3acTpenvs

Benb KBeHa.— B39Tu xusmm!

fopAoOH NMouiNMB KyJlakoM KOMYCb Y 061144s, ane noro Bxe CXonuam
Ta CKPYTUAM PpPYKM 3@ CINUMHOK. BiH BUABMBCA HACTINbKU XK

6e3|'|0pa£l,Hl/|M, AK pO3/1lo4eHa ANTUHA.

— [MpwuHLU 3apT,— KBanNJInMBO 3BEPHYBCH A0 HbOro 6niamn odiuep.—
MeHi wKoaa, Wo Tak BUWLIIO 3 BalUMM KONerow, ane BiH 36upascs
BUKAMKATU AOMNOMOry, a Npo Hawy MnosiBY TYT HIXTO He MOBWHEH
3HaTU. BaM ocobucto Hiwo He 3arpoxye. Mu npubynu, wob

AOCTaBUTU BaC A0 HALWLOro BOXAA.

fOpAOH cnaHTenn4yeHo AMBUBCSA Ha Lo noauHy. Te, wo Biabysanocs
34aBasiocd  MOMY AMKUM  CHOM. SlcHO 6yfio ogHe: HIXToO He
CYMHIBA€ETbCH, WO BiH cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH. I ue npnpoaHo, OCKiNbKK

BiH i 6yB 3apT ApHOM, NpUHANMHI 30BHi.
— o ue o3Ha4yae? — rHiBHO 3anuTaB BiH.— XTO BU TaKi?

— Mu 3 XMapu,— BignosiB odiuep.— He xBunwountecsa, npuHue, BN y

6e3neui. Mn npunwnn, wob aocraemnTtn Bac ao LLopp KaHa.

[J>XOH fOpAOH cnoYaTKy He 3p0o3yMiB, NOTIM 3ragas, WO roBOpUB NOMY
nokinHun Benb KeeH. Wopp KaH — ue Boxab Jlirm TemHux CsiTiB,
rof10BHOro npotmeBHUKa IMnepii. OTXe, Ui 104N — BOPOrn 30pAHOr0
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KOpOAiBCTBa, A0 NPaBffAyvoro AOoMy sIKOro HanexmnTb 3apT ApH. BOHM
AYMatoTb, WO BiH i € 3apT ApH, i X04yTb BUKpacTu noro! CnpaBXxHin
NMPUHL, He Mir nepeabaunTn Take, KONM 3aayMyBaB O6MiH Tinamum i

Aywamu,
— 4 He nigy 3 BaMu! — KpuUkHyB 'opaoH.— A 3anuwyca Ha 3emni!
— [loBeaeTbCsa BXUTU CUNYy,— ckasaB odiuep.— e, TArHiTe noro!

TaemHuyi arpecopum
PanTtom noro nepepsanu. o Bexi B6ir we oanH é6nigonnuninn conaar.

— Tpuora! Ciogm HabnnxarTbCa TP KOCMIYHUX Kpencepu!
— MNaTtpynb IMnepii! — 3aBepewas odiuep Jlirm.— Lsunawe!

CkopucrtaBwncb 3aMiwlaHHAM, TopaoOH BUPBaBCSA 3 PYK NMPOTUBHUKIB.
BiH cxonmB SKWNCb BaXXKMM MeTaneBun npeagmeT i CTaB JlOTO
BinbmesaTuncs. ¥ Hboro 6yna nepesara B TOMY, LLO BiH iM 6yB NOTPiGHUI
XUBUN | HEYWKOAXEHUW, WOoMy X  uepemoHuTucs  6yno
Heob0B’A3K0OBO. [JBOE BNanu Big MOro NTUX yaapis, ane iHwi 3HOBY

CKPYTWAU MOro i BUpBanu 3 pyK iMnpoBi3oBaHy 36poto.

— Tenep no kopabnsa! — KpuUKHYB, 3aamxarouuncb, b6niamm odiuep

Jlirm.— Weunawe!

YeTBepo congaTt notarnnm FopaoHa BHU3 CXO4aMW, BUBOJIOKAM Ha
MOpO3He noBiTpAa. [Jo Kopabns 3anuwanocsa 30BCiM HebaraTto, Konu
rapmMaTi, WO cTtupyanm 3 Mnoro 6opTiB, NoBepHynucb Ao Heba i

BiAKPW/IN BOIMOHb.

Bniann odiuep 3akpuyas. OXoH [opaoH nobaumeB TpuU MACUBHUX
curaponogibHux 6omnoBux kKopabnd, AKi nikipyBanm nNpsaMo Ha HUX.
NMponyHas ornywnmeuin Bnbyx. MopaoHa i MOro BUKpaadayiB KUHYJO

aAonony. HanisornyweHun, BiH 4yB Ty4YyHUW ryn kopabnis, wo
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npusemMnannca. A Kosn, XMtardmncb, BCTaB Ha HOrM, BCe 6YJ'IO BXXe

CKiHYeHO.

Kopabenb Jlirm ctaB Kynot onnasBsieHoro metany. Kpyrom Bansanucs
Tpynu conpatiB. JIloKN Kpeuncepis Biakpunucs, 3BiagTM Ao FopaoHa

6irnn nogn y cipux MmyHampax i wosiomax.

— [lpuHUEe, BaCc He MNopaHeHO0? — KPWUKHYB [OpAOHY IX BaTaXokK,
BMCOKUN  YOPHSABWUW  YOJIOBIK 3  XyAOpPNsiBUM  MigHO-YEPBOHUM
06anuysM. Mloro 4opHi oui ceiTUnMCS Becenum 36ymkeHHaM.— 9 Xenn
Beppen, komaHaup naTpyna y cekTtopi Cwupiyca. Haw pagap
3adikcyBaB HeBigoMuMn Kopabenb, sikun npsMmyBaB A0 3eMni, MU
NOrHaancsa 3a HuM, i ocb ...— BiH noauBmecsa Ha BOUTUX.— Jlioam
XMapu, knsaHycb Hebom! Lopp KaH HaBaxwuecs nigicnatM Ao Bac

cBOiX areHTiB! Lle Moxe ctaTn NnpuBOoAOM ANS BiHU!

[>koH opAOoH raps4koBo po3MipkoByBaB. CXBUNbOBaHMIM odilep Tex
NPUAHAB MOro 3a CMHa npasuTens. A BiH He Mir cka3aTu npasay, He
Mir BiAKpuUTHU, Wwo BiH — [I>XoH MopaoH y o6bonoHui 3apT ApHa! bo 3apT
ApH B351B 3 HbOro 06iUSHKY HE FOBOPUTM LbOr0 HiKOMY, 3acTepir, Lo
Le MoOXe 3arpoxysaTtum HewacTtsam! BiH noBuHeH 36epertm CBOE

MWUMOBI/IbHE CAMO3BaHCTBO, MOKWU He I'IO36y,£l,eTbC$| LMX nogen.

— Hi, 9 He nopaHeHUn,— ckas3aB [opAOH.— Ane BOHWU CTPINAIn y

Benb KBeHa. Botocs, BiH MepTBUN.

BoHun nocniwwnnn ao sexi. FlopaoH kBanameo B6Ir cxonaMu i CXUINBCA
Hag ctapuMm. OgHoro nornsay 6yno AoctaTHbo. Bnbyx aTtoMHOI Kyni
Bunanme y Tini Benb KBeHa BenunyesHy paHy. CMepTb BYEHOrO
O3Ha4yana, Wwo y uboMy AMBHOMY CBIiTi ['opaoOH MOBWHEH BiaTenep
po3paxoByBaTu nuwe Ha cebe. Ym 3MoxXe BiH Konmn-Hebyab

NOBEPHYTUCSA Y CBOE TiNno i ceBin 4yac? Ha wacrtd, Benb KBeH BCTUr
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pO3MNOBICTM A0CTaTHbO, W06 MoOpAOH 3yMiB YBINTM B TenenaTuyHum

KOHTAKT 3i crnpaBXHiM 3apT ApHOM.

Buxig 6yB oanH. BiH 3anuwntbcsa TyT, 6ing anapata, SKUW €ANHUN

MO>XE NMOBEPHYTH NOro A0 KOJULWHBLOIO XUTTSH.

— S NOBMHEH HeramHo AOMNOBICTK NMPO Hanaa, NpuUHLU 3apT,— CKa3as

Xenn beppen.

— He Tpeba,— kBanauBo 3anepeymB [opaoH.— Hebe3neka
MUHyna. 36epexiTb BCH LK cnpaBy Yy TauWHi.— BiH cnoaiBasBcs
HaTUCHYTW Ha Xenna cBoiM aBTopuTeToM. OAHAK TOM BaraBcCs.

— S nopylwy cBit 060B’A30K, SIKLWO He MOBIiAOMIIO NPO TaKy BaXMBY

noaito.

MiginwoBwKM A0 Tenecrepeo, BiH TOPKHYBCS nepeMukKadiB. 3a MUTb
Ha4 ApPYrok KBapLOBOK MNACTUHOK BUHUKIO 06’€éMHe 306pa)eHHS

He3HanoMoro odiuepa.
— LWTab ¢noty Ha TpOOHi,— ypnBYaCTO NMPOMOBUB BiH.

— KanitaH Xenn bappen 3 natpynsa cektopa Cipiyca xo4ye AonoBiCTH

noro ceiTnocTi ApH A66acy npo cnpaBy KpanHbOI Ba>X/IMBOCTI.

— Xiba He MoOXxHa gonosictu kKoMaHpopy Kopbyno? — 3amByBaBCS
odiuep.

— CnpaBa HaaTo BaXnauBa | HesigknagHa,— nMNOSICHUB Xenn
Bappen. — 4 6epy Ha cebe BCHO BiANOBIAANLHICTb, HANoOAAra4YM Ha
ayaieHuil.

MoTarnnucs XBWUAMHUM oOdikyBaHHA. [loTiM y Tenecrepeo 3’aBuiacs

30BCiM iHWa nwanHa. MacMBHWUM TiraHT 3 PO3/10rMMU XXOPCTKUMU

6poBaMn Haa NPOHU3NIMBUMM, CTaneBMMM ouymMma. [loBepx TeMHOI
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KYPTKM i 6pOK Ha HbOMYy 6yB MNWWIHO pO3WWTUM Mawl, Besinka,

cnByBaTa Ha CKPOHAX rojioBa HE NnOoKpuTa.

— Bigkonu ue NpocTi KaniTaHW... — cepauTo No4Yyas BiH, ane noTiM

nobaums [xoHa NopaoHa.— Tu, 3apTt? Lo Tpanunnocsa?

[OpAOH 3p0O3yMiB, WO USA NOAMHA 3 XOPCTKMM nornaaoMm — ApH
Ab6ac, Bonogap CepeaHbo-lanaktnyHoi IMnepii, 6aTbko 3apT ApHa.

Moro 6aTbKo.

— Hiyvoro ocobnueoro... — noyas 6yno BiH, ane noro nepebus Xenn

bappen:

— BubauTe, npuHUe, cnpaBa HaaTo cepno3Hal! — BiH noBepHyBCS A0
imnepatopa.— PosBigyBanbHuUM Kpencep Jlirm npoHUK o 3eMni Ta
HamMaraBcs BMKpacTM nNpuHua. Min naTtpynb BUMNAAKOBO OMWHUBCS

nobnn3y, MM 3aciknn ix pagapoM, Ha3aorHaau Ta 3HUWKUNN,

— bonosun kopabenb Jlirm nopywunB KOCMiIYHI KOPAOHWU? — THIBHO
BMMOBMB iMnepatop.— I HamaraBcd BWKpacTM MOro cuHa?!
Mpoknatun Wopp KaH! BiH 3anwoB 3aHaaTo ganeko! Xenn beppen

BCTaBWB.

— HaM He Baanocs 3axonutu XXUBMUM xo4da 6 ogHoro 3 XMapHuKiB, ane

NpUHL, 3apT NOBIAOMUTb BaM yCi nogpobuui.

[OpAOHY XOTiNOCA 3BEeCTU 3HAYEeHHA LUbOro BUNaAKy AO MiHIMyMY,
MOKIHYNTM 3  HECTeprnHMM HEepBOBMM  HAMpPYXEHHAM, 3HOBY

3a/IMWLINTUCA HAOAMNHL,.

— BoHun cnoaiBanucs 3aXxonmnTn HaAc 3HEeHaubKa,— MNOCNIWHO CKa3aB

BiH.— binblue BOHM He MOCMIiloTb. TOX MEHi BXe Hill0o He 3arpoxye.
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— He 3arpoxye. lNpo wo ™ rosopuw? — O6nnuya ApH Ab6aca
MOTEMHINNI0.— TW 3HAEW He ripwe 3a MeHe, HaBiwo LWopp KaH niwos
Ha Ue Ta A0 AKWUX Hacnigkie ue morno npueectn! Tobi He MOXHa
3anmwatnuca Ha 3emni, 3apTt! [ocuTb CUALITM Yy TAYLWWHI 3i CBOIMMU
aocnigxeHHAMKU. Ocb A0 Yoro BOHU npussenu! Mu binblie He byaemo

pU3nKyBaTU. T NOBUHEH HEramHo NOBEpPHYTUCSA HA TPOOH!

Y NopaoHa Bnano cepue. Ha TpooH, Ha iHWKI Kpan ManakTtnku. Ane
AKWO BiH 3anMwnTb nabopaTopito, TO HasaBXAW BTPATUTb LWAHC

NOBEPHYTUCS Y CBiK vac!

— 4 He MOoXy Ha TpoOOH,— cKa3aB BiH Yy Big4dai.— MeHi noTpibHO wWwe

Kinbka AHiB, WwWob 3akiH4nTKM gocsia!

— Pobu, wo T06i 3aragaHo, 3apT! — rHiBHO 3akpnyaB ApH Abbac.—
T NOBUHEH NETiITN, NpnYoMy HeranHo! — I, 3BiBWK nornsg Ha Xenn
Beppena, iMnepatop HakaszaB: — bepiTb NpuHUA Ha Kpeuncep,

KaniTaHe. A aKuWwo cnpobye 3anepeynTn, Be3iTb MOro nia BapToto!

YapiBHMK CBIT
BennyesHnin Kpencep MuyaB y MiXX30pSSHOMY MpOCTOpi 3i WBUAKICTIO,

sika baraTopa3oBO nepeBullyBana ceiTnosy. 3emnd i CoHue AaBHO
BXX€ 3HUKNIN 3a KOPMOIO, nonepeay PO3KMHYBCA LEeHTp NanakTuku, wo
nepenmeaBcsa OGAUCKYUYMMU LWLIAPOBUMU CKYNYeHHSAMU. [>XoH [opaoH
CTOSB Yy npocTopin pybui «Kapic» pasom 3 Xenn beppenom i gsoma
LWTYpMaHaMn. 3aBAsSsKN TYMAaHHOMY, 61aKUTHYBATOMY eHepreTu4HOMY
NoN, sIKe OropTano KOXeH npeamMeT y kopabni, BiH He Big4yyBaB
nepeBaHTaXxeHb. 3aTe LwWopa3y, KOAM BiH AMBUBCA HA BEJINYHY

naHopaMy nonepeay, BCEpeAVHi Y HbOro BCE HEMOB NepeBepTanocs.

— Te, wo Wopp KaH BignpaBue kKpencep,— ue 6e3yMcTBO,— CKa3aB

Xenn beppen.— fka oMy Bifg LbOro KOPUCTb?
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fopaoH i cam gmByBascs. BiH He 6aunB npuumnH, aKki Bunpaspanun 6

6akaHHS 3aX0NUTU MONOALLOIO CUHa iMnepaTopa.

— [Adymaw,— ckasaB BiH,— LUopp KaH 36upaBcs BUKOpUCTATU MeHe
AK 3apydHuKa. Ha wactd, BM 3HUWWMAM UMX HEerigHuKiB, KaniTaHe.

A 3apa3 MeHi xoTinoca 6 Biano4nTwn.

Xenn bepniH BiB MOro BHM3 BY3bKUMM KOpUAOpaMu Kkpencepa. NropaoH
He noaaBaB BuAy, SK WOMY UiKaBO, ajie HacnpasAdi 3ropas Bia
LikaBoOCTi. Yoro TyT Tinbku He 6yno! I gosri, By3bKi rapMaTHi ranepei,

i HaBirauinHi BiACIKK, | pagapHi KaMepu BepxXHbOI nanybu.

Odiuepn i congaTtu, AKi 3ycTpiyanuca iM Ha wWnaxy, waHobnmneo
BiaAaBanu YeCTb. MigpoaHi CepegHbo-lanaktnyHoi  IMnepii
PO3PI3HANINCA KOJSIbOPOM LUKIPN — HACNILOK MOXOAXEHHS 3 PI3HUX
30psHUX cmcteM. Cam MigHOMUMKW KaniTaH, gK aisHascsa MopaoH, 6ys

poaoM 3 AHTapecy.
Xenn Jappenn BigKpwvB ABepi A0 MasieHbKOI CKPOMHOI KaloTHu.
— Moi ocobucTti anapTameHTun, NpuHue. Po3TawoByunTecs.

3anMwmelincb oauH, [>XoH lopaoH BigyyB nonerweHHsd. Hanpyra
OCTaHHIX rogunH 6yna HaaMmipHow. BoHM 3anuwunm 3eMno Bigpasy
nicna noxopoHy Benb KBeHa. I KOXHY XBWAMHY MONbOTY NOMY

A4O0BOANIOCA TpaTU CBOKO pPOJib.

BiH He Mir ckaszaTtn npo cebe npasay. 3apT ApH BBaXaB, LLO BOHA

3aWKoAnTb iM 060M. Homy? OpAOH Mir TinbKK 3a0ragyBaTucs.

Ane BiH 3060B’13@aHM TpuMaTuM CNOBO. HIXTO He NOBUHEH

3anigo3puUTH, WO BiH NPUHL, TiSIbKX 30BHI.
BTiM, HaBiTb SIKWO BiH NPOroBOPUTbLCS, HIXTO MOMY HE MNOBIpUTb.
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Benb KBeH po3nosigaB, WO ekcnepuMmeHTn 3apt ApHa 6ynu

TAEMHUMM.
XTO MOBipUTb Y IO HEMMOBIPHY iCTOPItO?

€ANHOIO NiHIED MOBedAiHKM, HACKiNbKW BiH po3yMiB, Byno skomora
Kpallie BUKOHAHHSA poni NpuHUA Ha TPOOHi Ta WBUAKE NOBEPHEHHS A0
Bexi-nabopaTopii. A TaM BiH NnpuayMa€e cnocié ans 3B0poOTHOro 06MiHy

3 3apT ApHOM.

Jlexxaun Ha M’ssKoMy niXxkky, FOpZOH BTOMIEHO PO3MipKOBYBaB, UM

NoTpanisiB XTO-HeOYAb Yy Take X MNONOXEHHS, K BiH 3apas.

«3annwaeTbca onaHyeBaTn cebe i 306paxaTtn 3apT ApHa,— BUpPIWLMB

BiH.— Ak6bu Tinbkn Benb KBeH 6yB Xusumn!»

Momy cTano HectepnHO cyMHO. MMOTiM, CTOMNEHWI | 3aCMyYeHuiA, BiH

3aHYpUBCS Y COH.

MpoknHyBWMCb, OpAOH 3aMicTb 6in0i CTeni CBOEI HbH-MOPKCLKOI
KBapTupun nobaume Hag cobor 6ANCKYyYM MeTan, NoYyB HU3bKUMK,
6acosutuM ryn. Bece, wo cranocsa He bynio 60XeBifIbHUM CHOM. BiH Bce
we nepebysaB y Tini 3apT ApHa Ha BeIMYE3HOMY BiMCbKOBOMY

Kopabni, 9Kni MuaB Kpi3b [[@NakTUKYy.

[lBepi BiAYUMHUANCA, YBINWOB 4YONOBIK Yy MyHAMUpPi, wWaHO6AMBO
npueiTascs. BiH NpuWHIC CHIAAQHOK: CUHTETUYHE M’SICO, PPYyKTH,

3HAaNMOMMI BXe WoKoNnagHnm Hanin. MNMotim 3arnaHys Xenn beppen.

— Wpemo 3a rpadikoM, Balla BUCOKiCTb. Byaemo y KaHonyca 3a Tpu
OHI.
[OpAOH He HaBaXXWBCK BIAMNOBICTM iHaKLWe, 9K KMBKOM. BiH noBuHeH

6yB rpaTu CBOI posib. XOAUTU NO KOpabnto Tak, HEMOB BCE MOMY TYyT

24



3HaNoMe, NpMXoBYBATWU UiKaBIiCTb, BUCYXOBYBATU HATAKMU Ha TUCAUI
pedyen, y SKux BiAMIHHO po3bupascs 3apT ApH,— i Hi C/IOBOM He
BMAATW CBOro HE3HaHHS. Ane 4M BAACTbCS NPOAOBXYBATU L0 rpy Ha

TPOOHI?

Ha TpeTin peHb, ysinwoBwKM Ao pybku, [koH [opaoH 6ys.
3acninneHnn 6AMCKOM, KM NpobuBaBCA HaBITb KPi3b TEMHI

CBITNOdIiNbTpMN.

— KaHonyc, HapewTi! — ckaszaB MOMY aHTapeceLb.— 3a KiflbKa roamH

caanemo!

[MokNUK npurogq 3HOBY 3a3By4yaB Yy MO3Ky [opaoHa, KOAU BiH
noamemeca B intoMiHaTop. lMuuwHicTb KaHonyca Bpaxana. 3apaau

LiIbOro BUAOBULLA BaApPTO O6Y/1I0 PUIUKHYTU XKUTTAM,

KonocanbHa coHUe nopylwyBaso BCi yABJIEHHA NpPO Benuke. 3ipKa
Bubnuckyeana 6inMMm cameoM, 3amMMaroum niBHeba, 3anvBarouu
NPOCTip SACKpaBWM, He3eMHMM CBIiTAIOM. [opaoH Hacuny 36epiras
XOJIOAHOKPOBHICTb. BiH 6yB ft0ANMHOKO MUHYNOr0, NOro MO30K He 3BUK

00 TAaKUX MOTPSACIHb.

'yn KopabenbHUX reHepaTopiB 3HU3UBCS, KOU Kpencep nir Ha opbiTy
nnaHeTn 3aBbinbliKKM 3 3eMA — OAHIEI 3 CYNYTHUKIB BesIMYEe3HOI
3ipkn. Lle i 6yB TpooH. CBIiT 3eneHnx MaTepukiB i cpibnacTtmx mopis,

cepue i Mo30okK IMnepil, Wwo npoctaranacs Ha noJioBMHY [lanakTUKN.

— Mwu capemo y TpooHi,— nosigomMns Xenn beppen. — KomaHpop

Kopbyno Hakasas, wob s HeranHo gocrtasmB Bac no ApH Abbaca.

— S 6yay paaumn 6aumtn 6aTbkKa,— BHYTPIWHLO HAMNPY>XWUBLUUCb,
ckazaB [lopgoH. batbka! JhioaunHy, €Ky BiH 6auynB TiNbkKM MO
Tenecrepeo, NOBENUTENA HEOCHAXHOI 30pAHOI AepXXaBu... I 3HOBY
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3acTepexeHHs 3apT ApHa cnauBno y MWoro nam’siti. Hikomy He
rosoputn npasan! Hikomy. MNpontn BCi BUNpOO6yBaHHS | NOBEPHYTUCS

Ha 3eM0.

Cpibnacti mops i 3eneHi MaTepmkn TpooHa MYanun HasycTpid «Kapic».
Kopabenb nagaB A0 nnaHeTn, He Typbytuucb nNpo nonepeaHe
ranbMyBaHHA. Cepue y FopaoHa 3aBMepsio, KOS BiH MSIHYB YHU3.
Han 6eperoM okeaHy 34inManacss BWCOKE TripCbKe MacMmo, Wo
BMBNMCKYBano i nepenmeanocs, ik Kpuwtanb. Lle i 6yB Kpuwitanb, K
BiH 3pO3yMiB 3@ XBWIUHY,— TipCbknn XxpebeT, YyTBOpPEHUN

BUTICHEHHAM pO3MJlaBfIeHUX CUMiKaTIB 3 Haap MnJjaHeTu.

Bucoko Hag MopeM, nigHeceHe Ha TIJIOCKOrip’i cepen  umx
KpULWITaNneBmMx KpsXiB, nexano Kaskose MicTo. Moro BUTOHYEH]
Kynona 6ynn HemoB 6nmnckydi 6ynbbawky 3 pi3HOKOSIbOPOBOro CKa.
CeiTno KaHonyca nagano Ha wnuai W Bexi Ta Biabusanocs

panayxHuMm csamsoM. Lle 6yno MicTto TpooH, cepue i ctonuusa Imnepil.

Kopabenb cnycTuBCsl Yy KOCMOMOPTi, po3TawloBaHOMY Ha NiBHiY BiA
MicTa. TyT ApiMann COTHIi 30pesiboTiB — BUHMULLYBa4i, Kpeuncepu,
pO3BiAHWKK, TpybonoaibHi MOHITOpM 3 BeNUKMMW rapMmatamu. Bci

BOHU 6yNn npukpalweHi komeToto — embnieMmoto IMnepii.

NlopaoH BunwoB 3 «Kapic» pasom 3 Xenn beppenoMm i iHWKUMK
odiuepaMn Ha CoHsiuHe cBiTNO, 6ine i HepeanbHe. HaBKOSI0O BUCOYINN
AOKU 3 BeNnn4yesHnmm 6onosmmMmmn kopabnsamu: batapei aToMHUX rapmat
BMManboBYyBanucsa Ha Tni Heba. BaanuHi sucodinn 6anckydi Kynonum

Ta wWnuni Micra.

36eHTexxeHnn ronoc Xenn beppenna supsas NopAoHa i3 3auUineHiHHA.
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— BaroH vy TYHeﬂi YeKa€e Ha BacC, Bawla BMWCOKICTb,— Haragas

aHTapecelb.

— Tak, 3BiCHO,— nocniwHO KMBHYB [opaoH. BiH 4dekaB Big Xenn
Beppenna xodya 6 HaWMeHLWOro HaTaKy Ha nodanbuwi noAaii, wob
OCTaTO4YHO He 3annyTtaTucsa. BoHn nwnu nos3 kopabni, noB3 3aBMepi

CaMOXiHi KpaHu, NMoB3 canlTyumnx odiuepis.

3 KOXHOK XBWAMHOKW [IXOH [OpAOH BCe CubHille BigyysaB
6e3HafinHICTb BCI€El cnpaBn. SK 3MOXe BiH rpaTu CBOKO pOJib, KON BCe
HaBKPYrn Tak NpuUrosioMWINBO HoBe i aguBHe? OQHaK 3acTepeXeHHH
3apT ApHa 3HOBY CMJIMBAO Y MOro Mo3ky. «lponTn yepes Bce ue! —
CKa3aB BiH c0b6i.— CTeXnTN 3a KOXHOK CBOEID Ai€0...» BoHN gocarnu
Mo4YyaTKy OCBITNIEHMX CXOAiB, O Benu yHU3, nig 3emao. TaM nexana
po3rajny>XeHa Mepexa Kpyriamx MeTtaneBux TyHenis. B 0gHOMY 3 HUX
yekaB UMNiHApUYHKUK BaroH. LLlonHo MopaoH i Xenn beppen 3anHanm
MiCUA Y MHEeBMATUYHUX Kpicnax, SK BiH NOMYaB 3 BeSIMYE3HOH
LWWBMAKICTIO. XBUAMH 3@ M'SsTb BaroH 3YMNWHWBCSH, | BOHW BUULWIIN Y
TaKUN Xe Nia3eMHnin Bectnbronb. TyT yeprysann BapToBi 3 aTOMHUMU

pyLWHUUAMU. BoHW cantoTyBanu FopaoHy.
OanH Mmonoaun odiuep, Biaaato4n 4YecTtb, NOBIAOMUB:
— Becb TpooH paai€ BawoMy npmnbyTTO, Balla BUCOKICTb.

— HeMma 4yacy Ha uepeMoHii,— HeTepnnas4ye nepepsaB Moro Xenn

Bappen.

CnigpoMm 3a kanitaHoM «Kapic» [opAaoH BUMWOB A0 BiAYMHEHUX
ABepen, 3a SKMMU TMOYMHABCA KOpMAOp 3 HaNiBNpo3opuMu
anebactposmMn cTiHamu. lignora Kopnaopy naaBHO pylunna, WOWHO

Ha Hel cTtynunu, i FopaoH nease CcTpuMaB 34MBOBAHUN BUTYK.
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KoB3atoun Briepen i Bropy [AOBMMMW cxoaamu, BiH 36arHys, WO

3HAXoAMTbCSA Y HUXHIX noBepxax nanauy ApH Abbaca.

Lle 6yB HepBOBMI LeHTp IMNepii, 3aKOHWU SKOI NPOCTAranmcs Ha TUCAMI

CBiTNOBMX pokKiB! Ane OCArHyTU Le NMOBHICTIO OpAOH He Mir.

PyxoMuin Knnum p[ocTaBuB A0 BUCOKMX OpPOH30BUX ABepeun, nepen
AKMMM  PO3CTynunacad LWe oaHa rpyna o036pOEHNX BapTOBUX.

AHTapeceub 3anmilunBCcS 6ins Bxoay. FopAoOH NPONLLOB YCEPEAUHY.

Lle 6yna HeBenunuka KiMHaTa 3i CKPOMHUM 03406NeHHAM. bing CTiH
CTOSA/IN anapaTu Tenecrtepeo, HAaNpoTu ABEPEN — HU3bKUN CTOJIUK 3
YNCNEHHUMMN eKpaHaMu. 3a HUM Yy MeTasNieBOMY Kpicni cnais 4Y0s0BIK,
nopyd croanu we ABoe. Bci Tpoe amBunuca Ha [opaoHa, cepue y

HbOI0 CUJ/IbHO 3abwunocy.

YonosikoM y Kpicni 6yB BenuuyesHWn, BAAAHOrO BUIMMAAY riraHT y
TbMSHOMY 30/10TOMY 0453i. loro MacnBHe, BONbOBE 06/1M4YS, XONOAHI
Cipi o4i Ta rycra, TeMHa, CMBYBaTa Ha CKpPOHAX LUeBesllopa HaaaBanu
MOMY CXOXOCTi 3 nesBoM. [opaoH BnisHaB ApH A66aca, Bosiogaps
IMnepii, 6atbka 3apTta. Hi, CBOI'O 6aTbka! BiH noBMHEH 3aBXAu Tak
aAymatu. Monoawunm 3 TUX, WO ctosanun, 6ys cxoxun Ha ApH Abbaca,—
BUCOKUW i CTaBHUN, ane 3 6inbl gpyxentobHuM obnmuuam. [xan ApH,
MIN ctapwmit 6paT, 3po3yMiB FopaoH. A TpeTs NtoAvHa, KpeMesHa,
LUMPOKOMNLUA, OAATHEHA Y MYHAUP 3 6e3/1i4Y4t0 30/10TUX HALWNBOK, Le,

nMoBipHo, Yen Kopbyno, aamipan iMmnepcbkoro ¢oTy.

[OpPAOH 3i CTUCHYTUM BiA XBW/IIOBAHHSA rOpJIOM 3YMNUWHUBCA Nepea

CUASAYNM.
— BaTbKy ...— Hacuny noyas BiH. I TyT Xe Moro nepepsanmu.

ApH A66ac 6IMCHYB Ha HbOIo MOrASA0M i FTHIBHO BUTYKHYB:
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— He Ha3zuBan MeHe 6aTbkoM! T MeHi He CUH!

[VBHMN MacKapag,
Y NopaoHa nigkocunmcsa Horun. Heexe ApH A66ac 3anigo3pus y HbOMY

camo3BaHuda? OaHaK HacTynHa ¢dpasa npasuTens Aewo 3acnokoina

MOro, xo4ya rosioc iMmnepartopa i 3aiuwaBcs JII0TUM.

— Min cnH He CcTaHe MicauaMm TUHATUCSA 3aaBipkamm IMnepii,
rpatynChb Yy BYEHOro, Koan BiH noTpibeH MeHi TyT! Yepes uto KAty

HayKy TW 30BCiM 3abyB Npo cBin 060B’A30K! NOpAOH 3iTXHYB BiflbHilLeE.
— Min 06oB’a30K, 6aTbKy?

— O6os’a30k nepen Imnepiewo! — nporpumie ApH A66ac.— Twu
NpeKpacHO 3HAELW, sika rpa poO3ropTaETbCsd Mo BCiM MNanakTuui i wo
BOHAa O3HA4ya€ Ana Hawwux cBiTiB! — BiH CTYKHYB BeJIMYE3HUM
KyJlakOM no KofiHy.— bauyuw, Ao 4yoro npm3eeso TBOE BiaNt0AHNLUTBO!

LLlopp KaH neab He BuKkpaB Tebe! Po3yMmiew, wo ue o3Ha4vae?

— Tak,— kuBHyB opaoH.— Akbu LLopp KaHy Bpanacs us cnpoba,

BiH BUKOPUCTaB b1 MeHe 9K 3apy4yHuKa.
ApH A66ac MeTHYB Yy HbOIro cnonesigayYnin Nnornsa,.

— [1po WO TV roBopuLl, B iM’'S 30pAHMX YOPTIB? TW 3HAELW He ripwe

3a MeHe, wo Wopp KaH xoTiB BUBiAATM TaEMHMLIO PynHiBHUKA!

PynHiBHMK? LLlo Ue we Take? AK MOXHa NpoAoBXyBaTn 60XeBiNbHUN
MacKkapaj, He 3Hal4u HamBaxKNuBiWMX GakTiB 3 XUTTS 3apT ApHa?
Skbn He gaHe nNpuHLY CnoBo, fopAOH AaBHO 6 y BCbOMY 3i3HaBCH.

Ane nomMy goBenocs NMPpUNUHATU HEBUMYLLUEHUW BUTNSAA.

— 3BiCHO, PyiHiBHUK. PO HbOro S i roBoplo.
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— He cxoxe,— BigpizaB ApH Abbac.— KngaHycsa Hebom, came Toai,
Konu noTpibHa gonomora, y MeHe € nmuwe o4AuH CUH, @ APYrnn HaBiTb
He nam’data€e npo PyunHiBHMKA! — Bonoamap Haxunmecea ynepen.—
[MpoknHbCA, 3apTe. YM po3yMmiew Th, wo IMnepisa CTOITb Ha MeXi
XaxXIMBOI Kpn3n? Ym posymiew 1, Wo 3aayMaB Len npoknatun Lopp
KoH? BiH nocunae nogen no 6apoHctBa Nepkyneca, 40 KOPOiBCTBA
MonsapHoi i Jlebensa, HaBiTb A0 KoponiscTtBa doManbrayTt. BiH pobutb
BCce, wob BigipeaTn Big Hac cow3HuKiB. I BiH 6yaye HoBi 60MOBI

kopabni! AaMmipan Kopbyso noxmMypo KMBHYB.

— BcepeauHi XMapu nayTb Benuki NpurotyBaHHA. Mn 3HaeMo Npo ue,
Xo4ya nMNpOMEeHi Hawux pajapiB He MNPOHUKAKTb Kpi3b eKpaHwu,

BCTaHoBNeHi BYUeHMMU LLlopp KaHa HaBKoio Micus pobiT.

— BiH Mpie po3konoTtn IMnepito Ta nepeTBopuUTU ANakKTUKyY Ha Kyny
BOPOrylOUnX KOpoONiBCTB, aKi Jlira nornvHyna 6 nooauHui,—
npoaoBxysaB ApH A66ac.— Tinbkn ogHe ctpumye Lopp KaHa —
PynHiBHUK. LLlopp KOH 3HaE€, WO BiH Yy HacC €, afie He 3Ha€E TOYHO, WO
Le Take. TaeMHMUSA BigoMa Tinbkn MeHi, [xany i Tob6i. Ocb YoMy LeWn

Anason Hamarascs Tebe 3axonuTtu!

HapewTi wocb nposicHMIocs. PyYNHIBHUK — siKacb 36posi, cekpeT Kol
BiAOMMIN TiNbKW 4YfleHaM KOPOJIiBCbKOro AoMy, B TOMY 4uchi i 3apT

ApHY. Ane N'opaoH HiYoro He 3HaB Npo Uen cekperT!

— 4 HiKOM Tak He AyMaB,— Hepiwyye ckasaB BiH.— Xo4ya |

Nigo3ptoBaB, WO CTaH KPUTUYHUNA.

— Kpusa Moxe BUOBYXHYTU Yy Hanbnmxdi TWXHIi,— niaTeepams ApH
Abbac.— HeBigomo, ik 6araTto CO3HUX KOPONIBCTB BCTUM BiAKONOTU
LLlopp KaH. Bce 3anexuTb Bifg TOro, HacKiflbKn BEIMKUIA MOro CTpax

nepea PyWHiBHMKOM.— BiH 3HOBY nigBuwme ronoc: — I ToMy 9
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3abopoHa Tobi xoBatTuca Ha 3emni, 3apte! Tun 3anMunwica TyT i
BMKOHA€eW cBin 060B’A30K Apyroro npuHua IMmnepii. [opaoH

po3rybuscs.
— Ane, 6aTbKy, 1 NOBUHEH HEHAALOBIrO NOBEPHYTUCS Ha 3eMJ0...
NMpaBuTenb NepepsBaB MOro:

— S BXe cKasas, Lo g ue 3abopoHsa. Yn T NOCMiew cnepevaTucs

3i MHOKO?

foOpAOH BiAYYB, WO BCe BanUTbCs. Lis 3abopoHa o3Havae KatacTtpody.
AKWwo BiH He noBepHeTbCcsa A0 nabopaTopii, TO AK Xe BiH 3MOXe

3B’43aTnCA 3 3apT ApHOM?

— S He H6axato binblue 3anepeyeHb,— AKOTO NPOAOBXYBaB iMNepaTop,
kKonn FopaoH cnpobyeas 3arosoputn.— A Tenep iaite! Mu 3 Kopbyno

MOBWUHHI nopaanTucs!

fopaoH 6e3nopadHO NoBepHYBCA A0 ABepeun. BiH BigyyBaB, WO
6e3HaginHo 3annytascd. [Dkan ApH BMMLWOB pa3oM 3 HWUM, MOKaB
PYKY Ha pyKas.

— He nepexwuBan, 3apT. S 3Ha0, HACKIIbKWU TU BigdaHWA HAYKOBIiN

poboTi Ta akuM yaapoM byna agns Tebe cMepTb Benb KBeHa. Ane

6aTbKO Ma€ pauito, 3apa3 TBOE Micue TyT.

— 4 rotoBuMM BUKOHATM CBiN 060B’SI30K,— 0bepexHO cKasaB

fopaoH.— Ane 4nM s MOXY AO0MOMOrTu?

— baTbko rosopus npo JliaHHy,— cka3aB [xan ApH.— Twu cnpasai
yXunsiewcs Big csoro obos’aA3ky, 3apT.— I, HeMoB nepeabavaroum

3anepeyeHHd, popdas: — Tak, MepH, A 3Hat. Ane ana IMmnepil
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KoponiBctBo ®oManbrayT Haa3BMUaMHO BaximBe. Tpeba 3BaXuntucs,

3aprT.

JliaHHa? MepH? Ui iMeHa Hiyoro He rosopunu lopaoHy. Lle 6yna

TAaEMHULSA, 9K | BCe iHWE Y NOro CaMO3BaHCTBI.
— Twn gyMmaew, wo JliaHHa ...— no4as BiH. [)Kas KNBHYB:

— Tpeba, 3apT. baTbko 36MpaAETLCA OrosIOCUTU MPO LEe BBe4yepi, Ha
CeaTti MicsauiB.— BiH nonneckas [opaoHa no cnuHi.— Tpumancs,
CnpaBun He TakKi BXxe N Kencbki! Y Tebe Burnsaa, K y 3acya)XXeHoro Ao

cmepTi. Ha CeaTi nobaummocs.

>xan ApH MOBepHYBCS i BMMAWOB. OpAOH CraHTeNnyeHo AMBUBCS

nomy Bcnia. CKinbku we ue tpusatmume?

3Biakucb 3'aBuBcsa Xenn bappen. AHTapeceub 6yB y nigHeceHOMY

HacCTpol.

— lMNpuHue, 9 3060B’d93aHN BaM yaadyer! — BUIYKHYB BiH.— S AyMasB,
Lo oTpuMato pgoraHy Bia aamipana Kopbyno 3a BiaxuneHHs Big

3an/1laHOBAHOMr0 MapLUpyTy...
— A HaATOMICTb? — MeXxaHIi4YyHO 3anuTaB [OpAoH.

— A HaToMIicTb,— nocMixHyBcs bappen,— Baw 6aTbKO Mpu3Ha4vuB

MeHe NMoMiYHMKOM aaMipana!

[OpAOH HeyBaXXHO MNpuMBITaB CBOro psATiBHUKA. [yMKu noro 6ynu
3aMHATI BNAaCHUM 3anayTaHMM CTaHOBMUWEM. 3anmuwaTtucs TyT 6inblue
He MOXHa 6byno. Tpeba uThn, ane kyam? BiH He MaB YysBNEHHS, A€
po3TawoBaHi Nokoi npuHua. OaHak He MOXxHa 6yno i gonycTnTu, Wob
XTO-Hebyab 3ao0ragaBcs npo KMoro HeobisHaHiCTb. ToMy BiH

nonpowascs 3 Xenn beppenoM i BMEBHEHO BMMLWIOB 3 KiMHATKU 4Yepe3
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iHWIi ABepi, 40 KOpUAOPY 3 PYXOMUM KUNMUMOM. KMamM AoCTaBnB MOro
A0 BENUKOi KpYyrnoi 3anun, SGcKpaBO OCBITNEHOI 6inMM COHSAYHUM
CBIT/IOM, sIKe NMA0CH Kpi3b BUCOKI KpuwTanesi BikHa. CAtodi cpibnom
CTiHMW 3 YOPHUMU penbedamMu. TeMHIi 3ipKK, peLlTKU 3ropiinx COHLb,

MepTBi CBIiTK...

[>xoH opaooH Big4vyB cebe Kap/MKOM cepen Benudi i po3kowi L€l
Be/n4Ye3HOoI NoxXMypoi 3ann. BiH nepeTHyB 1i Ta OMNUHUBCS Y iHLUIN
BENUKIM  KiMHaTi, CTiIHW KOl nNananm MNULWHICTIO  3BUXPEHUX

TYMaHHOCTEWN.

«[le X, y Aigbka, MOXYTb 3HaxoAWUTUCb nNOKOI 3apT ApHa? —
po34yMyBaB BiH, YCBigOMNOOUYN CBOKO 6e3nopaaHicTb.— He cTaHy X
a4 NUTaTK, Ae po3TalloBaHi BNacHi anapTaMeHTU. Ane CKilbKM MOXHa
6e3uinibHO 6nykaTn BennYesHUM nanauoMm, BUKIMKAK4YM MoauB i,

MOXJ/IMBO, Nig03pun?»

JliTHA noavHa y YOpHiIM nanauyosin niBpel BXe AMBUIACS HA HbOro
yepe3 uen 3an TyMaHHOCTeW 3 ABHMUM 3aMBYBaHHAM. Kosn [opAoH
HabnM3nBCs, CNyXuTenb HU3bKO BKJIOHMBCSA. Y [opaoHa BMHUKAQ

ines.

— Y MeHe € cnpaBa,— LWBUAKO CKa3as BiH.— WMaemo y Moi

anapTaMeHTu.
Cnyra 3HOBY BKJ/IOHUBCS, ane 3aJMWMBCSA Ha Micui.

— Tak, Balla BUCOKOCTeE.

— Wav nonepeny! — HeTepnnsye po3nopsanBcs FOpAOH.

MoXNnnBoO, CTapuKy uLe BuUAanocs AUBHWUM, ane XOAHI Mo4vyTTs He
No3HauYMINUCA Ha noro ob6amyyi. BiH NnoBepHYBCS i NOBiISIbHO BUMLLOB 3

3any TyMmaHHoCTen. [opAoOH NiWoB 3@ HUM. PyXOMUN KUIUM, €K
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eckanaTtop, ©6e3WwyMHO HiCc X Bropy po3KilWlHUMU LUMPOKUMMU

KOpUAOpaMn Ta CXOAaMMU.

ABidi M 3ycTpinuca nwaun: ABi AIBUMHU, HAKUX CYNpPOBOAXXYBaB
MONIOAUN CTPYHKMN odiuep i mapa MOXMypux UYMHOBHUKIB ... Bci

HU3bKO BK/IOHANUCA, BiTatouu 'opaoHa.

Kunum pgoctaBmB iX A0 MepexT/IMBOro, MNpUKpalleHoro nepsamu
Kopunaopy. [sepi nonepeny po3kpunucs cami coboto, i opaoH

OMMHUBCSH Y BUCOKIN KiMHATI 3 6innMn cTiHamu.

— Cnyxato, Ballla BUCOKOCTE? — 3anuTajibHO MOBEPHYBCA [0 HbOIo

cnyra.

Sk no3byTtnca noro? opAoH BUpPIWMB UK 3a4advyy HaunpocTiwum

crnocobom.

— S nepeaymaB,— Heabano npoMoBuB BiH.— TW MeHi He noTpibeH,

MOXEeLl UTH.

Cnyra 3 rnokJIOHOM BMNLWIOB. Tenep MOXHa 35erka poscnabutuca. He
Taka BXe N XUTpa TakKTUKa — asie BOHa, NpUHaNMHI, gana opaoHy

TUMYaACOBUW NPUTYJIOK Y NOKOAX 3apT ApHa.

BiH panToM 3p0o3yMiB, O BaXXKO ANXAE, HAYe Micasa BaXKoi poboTw...
Pykn B HbOro tpemTinun. Ponb npuHua gasanacs momy Henerko. BiH

BUTEp Nnob.
— boxe min! Yu 6yB we xT0-HEbyAb Y TaKOMY CTAHOBULLI?

Moro cTOMneHuii MO30K BiAMOBNSABCA poO3AyMyBaTW Han Li€o

npobnemMoto. NOpAOH NOBIILHO MPOMLLOBCS MO BCiX KiMHaTax.

O6ctaHoBka 6yna nNOpiBHAHO CKPOMHOW. MabyTtb, 3apT ApH He

nparHys 40 po3Kowli. MNpocTi WOBKOBI 3aBicn, cyBOpi MeTasnesi Mebni,

34



cTenaxi 3 AyMmkKosanucamuy, anapart Ans ix ymtaHH4... OgHa 3 KiMHaT

6yna obnagHaHa sk nabopaTtopis.

BiH 3arnsiHyB 40 ManeHbKOi cnasnbHi, NOTIM BUULIOB Ha Tepacy, NOBHY

3efleHi Ta cBiTna.
— boxe, MeHi 1 yBi CHi He BBMXanacsa Taka Kpaca!

Tepaca, uen ManeHbKMn BUCSAYMIK cad, po3TalloByBaslacsd BMCOKO Ha
3aXigHin CTiHi Bennye3Horo nanauy. MNepea NopaoHOM BigKpuiacs

naHopama TpooHa.

MictTo cnaBu rpaHAio3HOl 30pdAHOI iMNepii, ocepefoK Benuyi Ta
MOryTHOCTI 6aratboXx TUCAY 30psAHUX CBITiB! MiICTO Takoi MUWHOTK, WO
oui >xoHa lopaoHa, NoaAMHU 3 ManeHbKkoi 3eMi, 6ynu 3acninneHi i

rnapanizoBaHi.

Cninyunn anck KaHonyca cnyckaBcs Ao ob6pito. Y noro 6nCKy KpyTi
cxunn - KpuwtaneBmx Trip 3paasBanuca npanopamMm  HebyBanoi

SACKpPaBOCTI.

Ta we Ackpasiwe ca81M Kas3kosi Bexi TpooHy. Kynonu, MiHapeTtu,
6yaieni 3 6nnckyyoro ckna. lNanay, Ha OAHIN 3 Tepac SAKOro CTOsIB
lopaoH, 6ys HamsuwmM. OTOYEHUN KBITYYNMMU CcalaMU, BiH 34iMMaBCs

Haj BE/IMKOK CTONULEID.

Y camBi Nnpu3axigHoOro CoOHUS, Ha4 MepexT/IMBMUMU NiKaMu i XBUNACTUM
CpibHMM MopeM, HeMOoB paunayxdHi 6abku, Manopinun nitakn. 3
KOCMOMOPTY Ha NiBHOYI BEIMYHO NIAHSANNCS KiflbKa MOFYTHIX 60M0OBUX

KopabniB i 3HNUKNN Y BUCOUYMHI Heba.

paHAio3HiCTb BMAoOBMLILA Npuaywysana. Micto 6yno XusBmM cepuem
HebecHnX npocTopiB i 06’€eaHyBano 3ipkM Ta CBiTKU, €Ki [opAoH

NPOMWUHYB Y MOJbLOTI.
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«A MeHe BBaxalTb CMHOM TYTEWHLOro BOJIoAApsA! — Bpa)eHo
nogymas BiH.— S He BuUTpuMalw uUboro. Lle 3aHagTo HenoMipHUN

BaHTaxX...»

KonocanbHa coHue cino. by3koBi TiHi 36upannca y oKCamMUTOBY Hid.
MpuronomMLweHnin i NpuUrHiveHnn, MopaoH AUMBMBCS, SIK HaA BYNUSX

cranaxyrTb BOrHi. 3ananaanm BOHW i Ha HMXKHIX Tepacax nasayy.

[1Ba 3010TUCTUX Micsaus nigHiMmanuca y Hebo, B 9KOMY css1mM Mipiagun
3ipoK, CKNnagakw4yucb Yy He3HanmoMi cy3ip’a i 3Maraluymcb 3

TPiNOT/IMBUMU BOMHAMM MicCTa.

— Balwa BucokocTe, Bxe nisHo! FopaoH obepHyscs. Momy knaHsBcs
KpeMe3HMN YONOBIK, LWKipa sKoro BianuBana 6nakuTTio. XTOCb i3
ocobuctmux cnyr 3apT ApHa, 3aoragascs FopaoH. 3 HUM NMOTPIGHO ByTH

obepexxHum!

— CB4aTo MicsauiB NOYMHAETLCA 3a NOANHY,— NPOAOBXYBaB Cayra. —

BaM noTpibHO nigrotyBaTtuUcs, Balla BUCOKOCTE.

FopaoH 3ragas cnosa [xan ApHa nNpo cBaTo. MIMOBIpPHO, Ha Leit Beudip
npu3Ha4vyeHUn Koponiscbknin 6aHkeT. I we [xan ApH roBopms nNpo
SIKECb OrosiolWeHHs, wo noro ApH A66ac noBuHeH 3pobutun. lpo

JliaHHy, npo MepH i Npo noro 060B’A30K!

BunpobyBaHHs byae cepno3HuUM. 36epeTbCs Kyna rocten, i BCi BOHU,
O4YeBMAHO, 3HAKOTb 3apT ApHa Ta NOMITATb HAUMEHLY NOMUNKY. Ane

noBeneTbCa UTK.

— Lo x, Bagraemocs,— ckasaB [lopaoH. Cnyra nogas noMy YOpHUN
LLOBKOBUW KOCTIOM, HAaKMHYB Ha nfedi A0BrnMn 4YopHuin nnaiy. oTim
NPUKOSIOB Ha Fpyan KOMETY 3 BNINCKYUMX 3eNeHUX KaMeHiB — 3Hak
BMCOKOIrO NOXOAXEHHS, K 3a0ragascsa opaoH. I, 3HoBy nobaumsLum
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Y BUCOKOMY A3epKasii CBOKO HE3HAaNOMy NocTaTb, CMarnsiee, 3 pisKMMu
pucamm obnmyysa, BiH He Mir MNOBIpUTWM Yy peanbHICTb TOro, wo

BiAbyBa€ETbCH.

— MeHi Tpeba BunmTn,— ypmBYacTo ckasas BiH.— LLlocb MiuHe. Cnyra

NOrnsiHyB Ha HbOrO 3 JIErKUM NOAUBOM.
— CakBa, npuHue?

fopaoH KmBHYB. Cnyra MNpuHIC KyboK 3 TEMHOK PpigMHOK, BOHA
po3Hecna No Xwunax /I0CKoTHe Tenno. llicna apyroro Kybka BiH yXxe
BiguyBaB 6e3TypboTHY BNEBHEHICTb. «f XOTiB Npuroa — nogymas BiH,

BUX0OAs4M 3 nokoiB.— Lo x, g Mar ix!»

LLlonpasaa, npuroa BUWWIO HagiTb b6inbwe, HiX BiH cnojiBaBcs!
[OpAOH HIKOMKM i He MpiaB Npo Te, Wob 3’'aBUTUCA Mnepes 3HaTTHo

BeNnunkoil 3opsaHoi IMnepii y obpasi i npuHual

MpUMIlLEHHSA FiraHTCbKOro nanauy 6ynm HanoBHEHI M'SSKMM CBIT/1I0M,
TUXOK MY3UKOI, CMIXOM. PyXOMi KWIMMU HECTM NO Kopuaopax rpynu
CBATKOBO OASAHEHMX YONOBIKIB |1 XiHOK. [OpAOH — BCi MNOMY

lWaHO6AMBO KAHANNCS — BNEBHEHO npneaHaBC4d A0 MNMOTOKY.

Kunnm BMHIC NOro Ao BesIMKOro Bectmbionto 3 6MCKy4YnMMmn 30/10TUMM
CTiHaMu. [llepesg HUM pO3CTynanunca BUPAOXKeEHI BenbMoOXi. [opAoH
3ibpaBca 3 cmnamm i 3pobnB KpPOK A0 BUCOKOro PO3BOPOTTH, MAaCUBHI
30/10Ti ABepi 6ynn BiguMHeHi. KaMmeprep Yy WOBKOBOMY 0A443i

BK/IOHMBCS i oronocus: — Moro Bncokictb npuHL 3apT ApH!

CAaTo Micauis
[OpAOH 3akndk Ha Micui. BiH cTtogaB Ha BWCOKOMY TMOMOCTI Y

BeNMYe3Hin Kpyrnin 3ani 3i cTiHaMu 3 YopHoro Mmapmypy. osBri cstodi
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CTONN NOMUANUCSA Bi4 CTpaB, 3@ HWUMU CUAINM COTHI PO3KIWHO

BOATHEHUX NIOAEN.

BTiM, He BCi BOHM 6ynu nogbMu. Xo4da TyT, 9K i y BCi anakTuui,
nepesaxaB ryMaHoigHMMW Tun, ane 6ynMm NpUCYTHI  TakKoX
NpeACTaBHMKN iHWKMX 30pSHUX HapoAiB: TO »abonoaibHa noanHa y
3eNeHin nycui, To Kpunati, 3 A3b060M i COBMHMMU O4YMMa, TO HKiCb

YOpPHi, NaBykonoAibHi ictoTn 3 6e3niyyto pyK i Hir.

[>xoH FopaoH NigHAB norns4a, i Ha MUTb MOMY 3aan0cs, Wo 6eHKeTHa
3ana Bigkputa HebecaM. Ha Tni HidyHoro Heba cepea TMCAY 6INCKYUNX
3ipoK nNigHIiManmucsa A0 3eHiTy ABa 30/10TUX MicAUs | OAUH cpibnacTmn.
306paxeHH 6yno HacCTiNbKM OOCKOHaNIMM, WO BiH He oapasy

36arHyB, LLO Le CTens naaHeTapito.

Mornsan nNpucyTHiX y 3ani 6ynn 3BepHeHi Ha [xoHa [opaoHa. Ha
MOMOCTI TeX CTOSIB CTi/l, 3@ HUM CUAINO 30 ABa AECATKU HaubinbLu

3HaTHUX rocten. Cepea HMUX BUAainsnacsa emcoka dirypa [xxan ApHa.
— UWo Tpanunocsa, 3apTte? Tun Hibu Bneple y 3opsHin 3ani!

— HepBu,— xpunko BianoBiB OpAOH.— 30a€TbCs, MeHi Tpeba Lwe

BUMAUTN.

— Migkpinngaewca? — po3cMmiasca Oxan ApH.— Hy, 3apTe, ue He Tak

y>Xe N CTpaluHo!

fOpAOH ONYCTUBCS B KpiCcno, A0 SIKOro MOro NigBiB CTaplwmin NpUHL.
[Ba Micusa nopyd 6ynmn nopoxHi, gani cunais Oxan ApH 3 APYXUHOLO i
ManeHbKMM CMHOM. lo iHWnM 6ik Big cebe NopaoH nobaune aamipana
Kopbyno. HaBnpoTu cnais Hemonoann xyann yonosik — OpTt boamep,
BEPXOBHUN paaHUK IMnepii.

Kopbyno, CTpormin y CBOEMY NpPOCTOMY MYyHAUPi, BKNOHUBCS [OpAOHY.
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— Bwu 6niai i npurHiyeHi, 3apT,— ckasas aamipan.— Lle Big AoBroro
cuaiHHa y nabopaTtopiax. KocMoC — 0Cb CnpaBXHE Micue AN

MOJ1I040r0 4Y0JI0BiKa, TAKOro siK BWU.

— S 3 BamMu 3rogeH,— npobypmoTiBe [opaoH.— [awn 6or, wob 1

onnHunecs TaM. Kopbyso nocMixHyBCS.

— Hasiteb Tak? Hy, 3apT, 3acnokoutecs. [Jonomora KOpoOniBCTBa
domanbrayT BKpan Baxnumpa, aAkwo LLlopp KaH Takm HaBaXXWUTbCS

Hanactu.

«[Mp0 WO BCi BOHW roBopsATb? — 60NICHO poO3MipkoByBaB [I>KOH
[opaoH.— JliaHHa i MepH, koponiecTBo domanbrayT ... Llo Bce ue

O3HAYae?»
Han noro nneyem ynecnnmBo CXWIUBCS Ciyra.

— Caksun,— nonpocuB lopaoH. Ha uen pa3 TeMHa pigvHa 3nerka
3aKkpyTtuna nomy rososy. Ocywyroun apyrnn Kybok, BiH BiadyBaBs
HecxBasibHUN nornsg Kopbyno i 6auvB WKMpOKY MoOCMiwKy [xan
ApHa. I we 6auuB cAKOYI CTONM, OWATHUX FOCTEN, 4YyAOBeE LUTY4YHE

Hebo ... Ocb BOHO sKke, CBATO Micsauis!

Tunxa My3uka panToBO 3aMOBKNa, | Tpybu npocniBann rydHnin cpibHmnm
noknuk. Bci Bctanu. MobauusBwun, wo [[Ixan ApH nigHIMa€eTbCH,

lopaoH rnocniwme B3STU 3 HbOIO npuknaa.

— Woro BenuyHicTb ApH A66ac, Bonoaap CepenHbo-IanakTUYHOI
IMnepii, clo3epeH Mannx KOPOMiBCTB, NpaBuTenb 3ipoK i MiaHeT y

MapkizaTtax 30BHiWwHbOro Kocmocy!

— Ii BucokicTb npuHueca JliaHHa, npaBuTeNbka KOPONiBCTBA

domManbrayt!
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Lli ry4yHi, 4acHi cnosa 3Mycunun [I>XoHa [opAOHa 34PUrHYTUCS LWe A0
TOro, K Ha ecTpaji 3’dBunaca BenndHa noctatb ApH Ab6baca 3
AIBUMHOLO, sIKa cnuMpanacs Ha Moro pyky. Tak ocb XTo Taka JliaHHa!
[MpnHUeca, npaBuTenbKa 3axigHoro koponiscrea ®omManbrayt! Ane o

4Oro TyT BiH?

ApH A66ac, nNMWHUMN Yy CUHABO-YOPHOMY nMAalli, Ha SKOMY
BUONMCKYBann SCKpaBi KaMeHi KOpONiBCbKOI KOMETW, 3BEPHYB Ha

[[OpAOHa FHiBHI X0N04HI Oui.

— Twn 3abys npo etuket, 3apt?! Miginan. NoOpaoH HiISKOBO CTynuB
Bnepea. AdiBunHa 6yna Manxe ogHOro 3 HUM 3pOCTYy, Xo4a i 34aBanacs
MEHLUOoK nopsan 3 iMnepaTtopoM. [loBre Mepextnumsee 6ine nnatTs
onucyBano i THYYKWN, BUTOHYEHUU CTaH. [opaictb, Kpaca,
BNaAHICTb — OCb WO npoynmTaB [OpAOH Y SACHUX CipuX o4ax, Ha
BUTOHYeHOMY 6inomy obnunydi, obpamneHomMy opeosioM 30/10TUCTOro
Bonoccs. ApH Abbac oaHielo pykow B3sIB pyKy [OpAoOHa, iHWOK —

PYKYy JliaHHHW.

— Hob6ini i kanitaHn IMnepii Ta co3HUX KoposiscTB! Orosiowyro Bam
TakuMM, WO Mae Biabytucs, wnob Moro Moso4woro cmHa 3apTt ApHa 3

npuHuecoto JliaHHoto!

3apyyumHn 3 LIED MpeKpacHO 30psiHOK npuHuecow? FopaoH 6yB
BpaXkeHnn. To oCb Ha Wo HaTakanu [xan ApH i Kopbyno! Ane BiH He

Mae npasa! BiH He 3apT ApH ...
— Bi3bMun ii pyky! — rapkHyB imnepaTtop.— Y#1 Tn 30BCiM 360)XKeBONiB?

[OpAOH BigYyB Y AONOHI TOHKI, YHU3aAHI KinbUAMU Nanbui AiBUMHM.

ApH A66ac 3ag0BONEHO CTynuB A0 ctony. FopaoH 6yB He B cunax
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3pywnTn 3 Micus. JliaHHa NoCMixXHynacss MoOMy CONOAKOK, 3aBYEHOH

NMOCMILLKOHO.

— [lMpoBeaiTb MeHe 00 HawuX Micub,— LUBUAKO npolwlenoTina BoHa,—

wob6 BCi MOornum cictu.

fOpAOH YCBIAOMUB, O BCi Y 30psHiN 3ani CTOATb | ANBAATLCS Ha HUX.
BiH He3rpabHo niaBiB AiBYUMHY A0 Kpicna, CiB Nopy4d. 3HOBY 3a3By4ana

niaBHa My3uKa.

JliaHHa auBwuniaca Ha HbOro, 3nerka nigHsaBWKM TOHKI 6poBu. Oui i

NOTEMHINMN.

— Bawa nosepiHka BukaM4ye nepecyau. Bu  TpuMmaeTtecd

HeNnpUpoaAHbLO!

fopaoH Hacuny osonoais cobor. Tpeba rpatu cBo ponb. BiH we
3Hanae cnoci6 ao wnwby noBepHYTUCA Ha 3eMnto i 0BMiHATUCS
Tinamm 3i cnpaBXHiM 3apToM. A 3apa3 BOHa 4eKa€, wWo BiH byae

naakmMm HapedeHuUM. Hexan Tak! He noro nposunHa, aKwo ue obmaH.
— JliaHHa, BCe TaK MUYKOTbCA BaMMn, LLO MEeHe HaBiTb He NOMiYyaloThb.
Y SICHMX o4ax AiBYMHU BiabuBCs Noams.

— A Hikonu we He 6auuna Bac TakuMm, 3apT.

— OTxe, ue iHwnn 3apT ApH,— 3acMmiaecsa opaoH.— 30BCiM iHWa

nogunHal
I ue 6yna npaBsaa, 9Ky 3HaB Ti/IbKW BiH O4WH!
CesaTo Tpuano. CtpokaTicTb, 6MCK i ryn ronocis.

CakBa, sunuta NopaoHoM, 3abpana oCTaHHi 3a5ULWKN NOro TPUBOTN.

BiH, 30a€eTbCcs, MpisiB Npo npuroan? BiH oTpuMas Te, WO N HE CHUOCS
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HIKOMY Yy MOro 4yaci. I HaBiTb AKWO Ha HbLOro 4Yyekae cMepTb, Xiba BiH
He 3anuwWunTbCsa Yy Burpawi? Xiba He BapTO PU3UKHYTU XUTTAM, LLOO
cuaitTm TyT, Y 30psHin 3ani TpooHa, pa3oM 3 BlaAMKaMWU BENUKUX

KOCMIYHMUX KOPONIBCTB, NOPYY i3 30pAHOIO MPUHLLECOID?

Kpacusuun, yepsoHonuunin monoamm 4vonosik Cat LWamap, wo cuais
6ina Kopbyno, npaBuTenb COKW3HOro KoponiectBa [lonsaApHOi, $K

Ni3Hiwe aisHaecsa MOpAoH, 3i CTYKOM NOCTaBMB CBiM KybOK Ha CTifl.

— Hexan BoHM HanaayTb! Yum weuawe TMM Kpauwe! — BUTNYKHYB
BiH.— HactaB 4yac npoBuuTtn uboro LLopp KaHa! Agmipan rny3nmeo

noanBmBCA Ha HbOIO.

— HacTtaB 4ac, Bawa BUCOKICTb. A CKinbkn 6onoBux kKopabnis Aactb

MonapHa HawoMy pnoTy?

— botocs, BCbOro Kinlbka coTeHb,— po3rybuscs Cat Wamap.— Ane

3aTe BiAMIHHOI SKOCTi!

Lito po3MoBYy, oueBnaHo, no4vys i ApH Abb6ac 3i cBoro TpoHonoAibHoro

Kpicna.

— Jhoan TlondapHoi paoBeayTb CBOKW  BigaaHicte IMmnepil. LUe
6e3cyMHiBHO,— nporpuMiB BiH.— I ®oManbrayT, i Jlebiab, i Jlipa, Ta

IHWI HALWi COK3HUKMN.

— SAKkwo He niagBeayTb 6bapoHun Nepkyneca,— niaxonus Cat LLamap,—

HaM Hivyoro 6odTmnca Xmapwu!

flopaoH nobauuB, WO MOrNsAAuM MPUCYTHIX 3BEPHY/IUCA Ha [ABOX
YONOBIKIB, SKi CMAINM 3a AanbHIM KiHUeM cTony. CTapui 3 XONO4HNUMMU
o4MMa i BUCOKUM aTneT poKiB TpmausaTn. Ha ix nnawax subanckysanu

embnemun Ckyn4yeHHs lepkyneca.
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— KoHdenepauis 6apoHiB BipHa cBOIM 3000B’A3aHHSIM,— CYXO
BignoBiB CTapun.— Ane 3 [aHOro nMNUTaHHS HisgKi  popManbHi

3060B’A3aHHA HAMU He NpuUUManucs.

MacueHe obnnyua ApH A6baca NoTeMHifo Big HEBAOBONEHHS, NpoTe
OpT boamep, BEpXOBHUI paaHUK, 3BEpTalOUYMUCb A0 CTaporo 6apoHa,

CKaszaB NpUMUPNUBO:

— Bci TyT noBaxarTb ropay He3asieXxHiCTb Benunkux 6apoHis, 3y
Pizanb. Ane MM nepekoHaHi, Wo BU HIKONM He nigete Ha yroay 3i

3N106HUM TUPAHOM.

Tpoxu 3rogom ApH Ab66ac BcTaB 3-3a crtony. Opbu rocrter novanu
po3TikaTnca 3 3opdaHoi 3anu. [lpuaBOpHI po3CTynanucsa nepen
flopaoHoOM i JliaHHoOt. [iBuMHaA BCiM nocMmixanacsa, 3 6aratbma
pO3MOB/saa, BOHa BiAMiIHHO BonoAina coboto. NopaoH nuwe Heabano
KnBaB Yy BignoBiAb Ha NpuBITaHHSA. MOX/IMBI MOMWUAKW WNOr0 He
beHTexunu, BiH BiadyyBaB A0CKOHany 6e3nedyHicTb Ta HE3BUYHY

TennoTy BCEPEaUHI.

Lla cakBa BuABMNIAcCA BOICTUHY 4YapiBHMM Hanoem! Llkoaa, wo He

MOXHa B34TM xo4a 6 Tpoxu ii 3 coboto, 40 CBOro yacy...

BiH 3po3ymiB panTtoMm, WO 3 JliaHHOK BOHW CTOATbL Ha NOPO3i
BeNMYe3Hol 3ann. YaknyHCbKe 3eneHe CBIiTNI0 BUMNPOMIiHKOBaNMU
nasnatdi KOMeTu, WO MNOBIIbHO MOB3/IN WTYYHUM Hebocxmnom. TyT
KPYXNANM Yy TaHUi COTHI nmap nig 4apiBHY MYy3UMKYy HEBUAMMOIO

OpKecTpy.

[opAoHa Bpa3unau HenpasaonoAibHO niaBHI pyXu TaHUO4UYMX. BoHU

HeMOB Napwunu y nosiTpi. MoTiM BiH 3a0ragascs, Wo 3ana obnagHaHa
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aHTUrpasiTaTopamu, aKi 3MeHwyBanu sary. I 6yno 3po3ymino, wo BiH

HE 3MO>XXe NMNOBTOPUTU XOAHOIO rNna uboro I'IOBiTpFIHOFO TaHUHo.

— Hackinbkn s nam’atato, BM KENCbKUM TaHUKOPUCT,— CKa3ana

JliaHHa,— Kpalue xo4iMo A0 cajy.

3BiCHO, cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH, BYEHUN-CAMITHWUK, i MOBUHEH b6yTuU

TakuMm! LLlo X, TUM Kpalue.

— XoaiMo,— 3acMmiaBca opaoH.— [loBipTe — 4 TaHulow wWe ripuwe,

Hi>XX BU AymaeTe! JliaHHa 3aK/I0oNoOTaHo rfsiHy/1a Ha HbOTO.

— Bu pyxe 6arato nunu Ha cBATi. A paHiwe He 6baunna, wob Bu nunu

cakBy. [OpAOH 3HM3aB nneynma.

— 4 cnpobysas ii Bneplwe. BoHU Bunwnmn 4o caay, i BiH He BTpUMaBCs
Big 3axorsieHoro Buryky. Kyuwi i gepesa 6ynu ycisaHi 6e3nivyio
CAKUNX KBITIB —  pybiHOBO-4epBOHUX, CcMapargoBo-3eneHunx,
6ipt030B0O-61aKNUTHUX. Jlerknn BiTepeub 6yB HAaCMYEHUIN TX M'SSHKUM
apoMaToM. [li3Hiwe MNopaoH AaisHascs, Wo 6aTbKiBWMHA UMX KBIiTIB —

padioaKTUBHI NNaHeTW Aanekol 3ipkn AxepHap.

Mo3agy HbLOrO 3A4iMManncsa A0 3ip Tepacu riraHTCbKOro nmnanawy.
HaBKONO PUTMIYHO KONMBANUCA CcAlodi KBiTW. I Tpu Micaui casanum y

3€HiTi, AoAal0UYM OCTAHHIN LUTPUX A0 YapiBHOI KapTUHMN.
— $Kka Kpaca! — 3a4vapoBaHo npowenoTiB opAoH.

— A pyxe nwobnwo uen caa,— KuBHyna JliaHHa.— Ane y Hac, B

KoponiscTBi ®omManbrayT, € 6e3n04HI N1aHeTu, saKi we npekpacHiwe!

Oui T1i 3amepexTinuM, i BiH Bnepwe nobaume, SK XBWUIHOBAHHS

nepemMorno 6e3npucTpacHiCcTb Ha il YapiBHOMY 06114y,
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— 3aHepbaHi 4yynoBi CBiTM, HEMOB CTBOPEHi 3 XMBOro ceitna! Bu ix

ckopo nobauuTte ...

BoHa gmBmnacsa Ha HbOrO 3HWU3Y Bropy, i il 30/10TUCTE BOIOCCS, HibU

KOpOHa, CA410 Yy M’AKOMY CBIiTAI.

fopaoH Haxunmecsa A0 i YCT. TOHKMN cTaH JliaHHU 6yB FHYYKUM i
TennuMm, rybum —  3anamMopouysiMBO  COMOAKMMU.  «[1pOKIATUN
obMaHWMK! — noaymaB [opaoH.— A uinyto ii 30BCIM He TOMYy, WO

rpato ponb NMpMHUA, a TOMY, WO MEeHi LbOoro xo4yeTtbcsa!»
JliaHHa BiacTopoHunac4a. Oui it 6ysin cnoBHEHiI NnoamBsy.
— Hasiwo Bn 3pobunun ue, 3apt?

— A Wwo TYyT AMBHOro? — 3anepeumB [OpAOH, BCe Le BigvYyBar4u

YyaO0BUWN CMak ii ryb6.

— Ane paHiwe Bu Tak He pobunu! — BurykHyna JliaHHa.— Mu obunaga

4yA4OBO 3HAEMO, WO HaW Wb YMCTO NoNITUYHA aKUis.

Lli cnoBa obpywmnnuca Ha opaoHa, 9K KpuMKaHuUW Ay, 3MUBaKOuum
OCTaHHI napu CakBuM 3 MNOro MO3Ky. BiH npunyctmecs >Xaxausol
noMmunku! Heexxe He MOXHa 6yno 3a0ragaTucs, WO Hi 3apT, Hi JliaHHa
He XO04yTb UbOro wnby? Obuasa BOHU NuLIe NillaKU Yy BEAUKIN rpi
ranakTMyHoi aunnomartii. Tenep Tpeba BUNpaBnATU MOMUIKY, i

AKOMOra wsuglie.
[iB4MHa BCe LWe 3 NoAMBOM AMBUIACHA HA HbOTO.

— 51 He po3yMito, HaBiwo 6yno pobutn ue. Mun x gomosBunumcsa byTtu

e Apy3siMn.

fopaoH, abCcoNoTHO po3rybmBLUUCL, 3MIir  NpuayMmMaTM €AWHE

MOSAACHEHHS, BTIM, HE HACTI/IbKM BXE N Aarfieke Bif iCTUHW.
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— Bwn Tak npekpacHi, JliaHHo. S HiYoro He MOXy 3 coboto BAIATWU.

30a€TbCA, 9 Y BAC 3aKOXYHCH ...
06nnyysa JliaHHM CTano XXOPCTKUM, Y rosioCi MOYyBCS CTPUMAHUMN THIB.
— A aK xe MepH?

MepH? lopaoH BXe 4yB ue iM’d, noro 3ragysas [xan ApH. OgHak
BOHO HiYOro MoMy He rosopuso. oMy rocTpo He BUCTa4ano 3HaHHS

HaneneMeHTapHiWnx dakTiB.

— 3pa€etbcsd, s BunuB 3abarato cakBu,— npobypmoTiB BiH
po3rybneHo. I Biguys nonerweHHs, nobaumselun Beceny pby, sika
Hanpasnanacya 4o cagy. BTOprHeHHA CTOPOHHIX, 9K BUSABWUIOCSA, iHOAI
aAonomarae. Ane we He pas LbOoro Beyopa BiH JI0BMB Ha Cobi AUBHO-

YBaXHWUWN nornsa cipyux oden JliaHHW.

Konun rocti po3inwnnca i BOHM HapewTi po3nydunucd, [opaoH,
noBepTarydnCb A0 CBOIX KiMHaT, BuTep cobi noba. Axkunm geHb! BiH

BMnpobyBas Manxe BCe, LLO MOXe BMNACTU Ha A0J1H0 CMEPTHOrO.

30pAHa NpuHLeca
Baopyre 3a Bedip [xoH opaoH obiMaB AiBUYMHY, SKa BBa)kana Moro

cnpaBXHiM 3apT ApHoM. Ane TeMHOBOJIOCA lOHA KpacCcyHsa paskoude

Biapi3HANaca Big ropaol npuHuecu JliaHHW.

o wnoro ry6 npunanu nanki ryém. 06nmyua TopKanocsa M'dke
nyxHacte Bosoccs. MutteBun iMnynbC 3MycmB [OpAoOHa MilHilwe

CTUCHYTU THYYKY dirypky.

[MoTiM BiH 371erka BigCTOPOHUB 1i. Ha HLOro AMBMNOCSA YapiBHE NNYKO,

HiDKHe | Mune.

— Twn He ckasaBs, WO noBepHYBCA Y TpOOH,— AOpiKHyNna BOHA.—

9 nobaunna tebe Tinbkn Ha CBATI.
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— MeHi 6yno Hikonn,— HeBNeBHEHO ckasasB opaoH.— A ...
BoHa nackaso nocmixanacs MOMy, He 3HiMarun pyK 3 MOro naedven.

— Bce pobpe, 3apT. A npunwna cioau 3 6eHKeTy i Yekana Ha Tebe...—
BoHa 3HOBY npucyHynacsa é6numxdye.— lNpuHanMMHi, y Hac byae Kinbka

HOYeln pa3om.

FopAoH po3rybuecs. Momy i fo Lboro 6yno Henerko. Ane Tenep... XTo
us aiByMHa? Y naMm’ati cnameno iM’s, sKe HasumeBanu [xan ApH i

JliaHHa.
— MepH ... BoHa nigHana cBOKO TEMHY roniBky 3 MOro nsjeva.
— Tak, 3apT?

Hy wo X, iM's — ue BXxe Aewo. NlopaoH HaMarascs 3HaAUTU Buxig 3i
CKNnagHoro craHosuuwa. BiH ciB, i MepH TyT Xe BnawTyBasiacsd y HbOro

Ha KOoJliHaX.

— [llocnyxan, MepH,— CXBWIbOBAHO no4yaB BiH.— Tobi He MOXHa
3anuwaTtumcs TyT. PanTom xTocb Nnob6aunTb, 9K TU Big MeHe BnxoauL?

Y CUHIX o4ax MepH 3’9BUN0OCA 34MBYBAHHS.

— Hy i wo? Apxe a4 TBOA ApYyXWHa. [pyxuHa? 3HOBY BKOTpe 3a
CbOrogHi y AyMkax FopgoHa 3anaHyBano cyMm’aTTs. Sk, B iM’s Heba,
MOX>XHa rpaTtu posib NMpuUHLUa, He 3HaK4YM NMPO HbOIro HiYOoro? YoMy HixXTo

He nonepeaus opAoHa Npo Ui pedi?

I panTtoMm NopaoH 3ragas. [locBsavyBaTn nMoro He 6yno notpebu. Hixto
He Mir nepeanbaunTn, Wo NopaoH NOKMHe 3eMto | NoONIeTUTb Ha TPOOH.
Hanit nocnaHuis Wopp KaHa nmopywusB ycCi nfaHW i Npu3BiB 40 UUX

XaXNnMBmx yCKnagHEHb.
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MepH, cxoBaBWK 06MYUYA Yy HbLOrO Ha rpyasx, xanibHo

NpoAoBXYyBana:
— Hexan HeodiuinHa, ane aka pisHMUa? BCi Npo ue 3HaoThb.

Ocb BOHO wo! Ha mutb [xoHa lopaoHa oxonumB rHiB. 3apT ApH
NiATPUMYBAB TAEMHUN 3B’A30K 3 LIEO AWTUHOK i B TOW Xe uyac

roTyBaBCs 40 AUNAOMaTUYHOro wnby 3 JliaHHoto!..

3 iHworo 6oky ... HiB opaoHa 3rac. Coto3 3 JTiaHHOK — NOMITUYHUN
KpoK. 3apT po3yMiB ue, JliaHHa Tex. Aa)e BOHa 3Hajna npo MepH i
aHITPOXM He 3anepedyBana. AK Xe MOXHa 3acya)XyBaTu MpuHUA 3a

Te, WO BiH WYKAE WacTa 3 TiEw, Ky Nobutb?

fopaoH panToM 3po3yMiB, WO MepH 6aunTb y HbOMY n6HASYOro
yonosika. BoHa 36unpaeTbcs NnpoBecTu UKo Hid TyT! BiH NigHAB 11 3 CBOIX

KOJNH | BCTas.

— MepH, Tob6i Tpeba niTn. Hanbnmxui Kinbka TUXXHiB Tobi AoBeaeTbCs

YHUKATM MOro ToBapuctea. YapisHe nnyko MepH 36niano.
— 3apT, Wwo ™™ roeopuw? NopaoH rapsykoBO WYyKaB AOBOAIB.

— He 3acmyudyincs, é6yab nacka. 3po3yMii, Uue He ToMy, wo s Tebe

po3nto6bus. Ii cMHi 04i HANOBHUAUCS CNbO3aMu.
— Lle uepes JliaHHy! A 6auunna, 9K ™M i1 goroaxxas!

Binb Ha 1i obnnudi pobuna wnoro we 6inbw AUTAYMM. [OpAOH
NPOK/IMHAB 3an/yTaHiCTb NON0XEHHS. BiH 6aums, WwWo rnMnboko paHnTb

ue amts. BiH B34B i 0611444 y AONOHI.

— Mosip, 3apT ApH N06UTL Tebe K i paHiwe. Moro nouyTTs aHITpoOXm

He 3MIHWUINCA.
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MepH cnyxana. Po3yMina, wo BiH roBOpuUTb CEPMO3HO, i ue Ti

3aCnoKoBano.
— Togai yomy ... NMossicHeHHA Yy TopaoHa Bxe 6yno.

— Mu He MOoXeMO 3ycTpidaTuca depes JliaHHy, afie He TOMYy, WO 4
nwobnw  ii,— npoaoBxXyBaB BiH.— TW 3Ha€EwW, WO LUENn COo3
HeobxigHMK, wWo6 3abe3neuntTn HaM nNiaTpumky >domanbrayrta vy

ManbyTHIN BiMHI 3 XMapoto!
MepH KMBHYyNa.

— Tak, T ue BXXe NosICHOBaB. Ane s BCe X He po3yMito, A0 4YOro TyT
Hawi 3 To6o CTOCYHKN? T rosopms, WO BU 3 JliaHHOK A4OMOBUINCS

BBa)aTu Lie NpocToto popMasbHiCTHO.

— Tak, ane came 3apa3 Tpeba 6yTn ocobnmBo obepexHUMU,—
NOACHMB [OpAOH.— TpoOH KUWKUTb wnuryHamu LLUopp KoHa. {Akuwo
BOHW NPOHIOXaloTb NpO Tebe, ue MoXxe 3ipBaTu Wb 3 NPUHLECOIO i
3awkKoamTn corsy IMmnepii 3 ®omanbraytoM. Ha HiKHOMY o065unuyi

MepH Bifgbunnoca po3yMiHHSA.
— Tak, 3apT, ane HeBXe HaM 30BCiM He MOXHa baunTtmnca?

— Hanbnumxdi TUXHIi — TinbKM Ha nwoasax,— TBEpAO BiANOBIB
fopAaoH.— T10TiIM s HeHadoBro MokuMHyYy TpooH. I ob6iusto: Konu

NOBEPHYCH, MiXK HaMK Bce byae sK paHiwe.

fopaoH BipuB y ue. BiH gobepetbcs Ao 3eMni i 3pobuTb 3BOPOTHUN

06MiH. I Ha TpoOH NoBepHeTLCA CrpaBXHi 3apT ApH...

Moro cnoBa 3acnokoinM MepH, npoTe He po3Becenunu ii. BoHa

HaKMHYyna l-IOle/Il\/'I nnaw, ctasa HaBLUMNUHDBKMN | NOTArHy/1ac4d A0 HbOro.

— Ha pobpaHniy, 3apT.
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foOpAoOH BiANOBIB Ha nouinyHOK 6e3 MpuUCTpacTi, ane 3 HIXKHICTIO i
cyMoM. BiH po3yMiB, YoMy 3apT ApH NO6UTb LK ManeHbKy XIiHKY,

CXOXY Ha ANTUHY. Odi y MepH 34MBOBaHO PO3LLINPUINCS.

— Twn cTaB 9KMWCb iHWWW,— NpoLuenoTina BoOHa.— He 3Hato ...
I Bucnu3Hyna y asepi.

[OpAoOH Nir y ManeHbKin cnanbHi, ane A0OBro He Mir 3acCHyTMW.

HepBun y Hboro 6ynun HanpyxeHi, SK ctanesi KaHaTW. Jlnwe 3a KinbKa
XBW/INH, AKi BiH nposiexas, ANBNASYNCb Ha MiCAYHe CBITNO, WO SINI0CSH

y KiMHaTy, Hanpyra Tpoxu ocnabna.

BiH nparHys 3apa3 TiiIbKW OAHOMO — SIKOMOra wBualle BUNTU 3 L€l
rpu! BiH He B cnnax 6inblie HOCUTU Lo AUBHY MAcKy — JIMUYMHY OOHIEl
3 HaMBaXNuBiWMxX @iryp y HEBIABOPOTHOMY KOHMIKTI 30pSAHUX
Koponiscte. Ane wo pobutn? LK noBepHyTUCA Ha 3emnto, wob

0bMiHATUCSA Tinamu 3 3apT ApHOM?..

[MPOKNHYBLUMCL Ha CBIiTaHKY. [oOpAOH nobaumB Yy CBOEMY HiXKY

61aKUTHOMO CNyry-Berinus.

— lNpunHueca JliaHHa 3anpoLyYE Bac Ha CHIAAHOK, NPUHL,— MOBIAOMUB

cnyra.

f[opaoH 3nerka 3amByBaBcs. Yomy JliaHHa Haacunae WoMy Ue

3anpoleHHs? 3anigo3puna wo-Hebyab? Hi Hemoxnueo. I Bce X...

BiH KynaBcA Yy KiMHaTi 3i CKJAAHWUMU CTiHaMW, A€, HaBMaHHA
HaTUCKA4YMN KHOMKU, BUABUB, WO MOXE OTPUMATU MUJIbHY, CONOHY i
apoMaTtun3oBaHy Boay 6yab-akoi TemnepaTtypu. Cnyra nogas KOCTHOM
i nnaw 3 6inoro wWoBkKy. NOpAOH OA4ArHYBCSA i MonpsaMyBaB A0 MOKOIB

JliaHHW.
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MponwoBLWwN aHdinagy KiMHaT 3i CTiIHAMW HaWHIKHIWOT 3abapBneHHs,
BiH ONMWHMBCSA Ha LWMPOKIiM, NOTONAKYIN y KBiTax Tepaci 3 BUAOM Ha
TpooH. TyT Moro 3ycTpina JliaHHa, cX0oXa Ha X/Jon4ymkKa Yy CBOIN

6/TaKUTHIN ni>kaMi.

— 4 3Benina noaaTu CHigaHoOK cloau,— ckasana BoHa.— Bu npunwnm

caMe BYacHO. byaemo cnyxaTu CBiTaHKOBY MYy3UKY.

fopaoH 3 NoAMBOM Bia3HaumB y nornaai JliaH nerke 36eHTeXeHHs,
KOSIN BOHA nepenasana MoMmy CTpaBu i Hanoi. BoHa 30BCiM He 6yna
CXOXa 3apa3 Ha BYOpALIHIO rOpAOBUTY nNpuHUecy. A WO Take
CBiTaHKoBa My3uka? O4yeBMAHO, WEe OAHA 3 peyen, Npo sKi BiH

MOBMHEH 3HATMW.
— lMoynHaeTbCA,— ckaszana JliaHHa.— YyeTte?

Bucoko Hag MicToM 3giMMmanuca nikm KpuwtaneBux rip, 3BOPYLIEHI
PaHKOBMMU NMPOMEHAMU. 3 UMX ropanX, HELOCTYMHUX BEPLWNH MYanu
TpeneTHi, HEMMOBIPHO 4YKUCTi 3BYKK. I My3nyHa 6ypsa nocuniosanacs!
Ha Tni BuxpoBoro ApibHOro nepen3BoHy, HEMOB pancCbKi A3BIHOYKMU,
3BYYanM aHrenbCbKi apneaxio A3BiHKUX HOT. [OpAOH 3p03yMiB: 3BYK
YTBOPKETLCSA PO3LWMPEHHSAM KpuwiTaneeBux 6pun, sKi HarpiBaroTbCs
npomMeHammn KaHonyca. bine ceituno nigHiManocd Bce Buule, i BiH
3a4apoBaHO CNyXxaB, K My3uKa nepexoamTb Y 3By4He (opTe, NOoTiM

3aBMUpPAE y AOBroMy TpeMT/IMBOMY akopgi. BiH nepesiB noaux.
— 5 HIKONIM HE YYB HiYOro HacCTI/IbKWU YyAEeCHOro.

— Ane Bu yynu ue b6arato pas! — 3gmusyBanacs JliaH. BoHu niginwnu
no 6antwcrtpaan Tepacn.— [o pedi, YoMy BYOpa BU Bigicnanun MepH?

[OpAOH 34pPUrHYBCA.

— 3BiAKM BU 3HAETE?
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— Y ubOMy nanaui HeMa€ TaEMHMLb,— TUXO 3acMmignacs JliaHHa.— He
CYMHiBalOCsl — 3apa3 BCi Ti/IbKN 1 rOBOPATb MpPO Te, WO MU CHIAAEMO
pa3oM. Xiba B noceapunucsa? — I gogana, 35erka no4YepBoHiBLIN: —

3BMYaANHO, LIe MeHe He CTOCYETbCA...
— JliaHHO, He KaXiTb Tak! — rapsa4ye 3anepeymB [OpAOH.— A...

BiH 3aTHYyBCA. BiH He Mir NnpoAoBXyBaTW, HE MIir CKasaTu NpaBsAay, Xxo4a
6axkaB LbOro BCi€ aywer i BCiM cepueMm. MepH 6yna 4vapiBHa, ane
BiYHO Nam’aATaTtu BiH Mir 6u Tinbku JliaHHY. BoHa rnsgHyna Ha HbOro

Aeuo 3AnBOBaAHO.

— S He po3yMilo Bac, 3apT,— 3a4yM/IMBO CKa3asa BOHa. Ha mMutb
3aMOBKNa i npoaosXxyBana: — A He nobniw HeaoOMOBOK, 3apT, S
3aBXaun rosopto npamMo. CkaxiTb, BU 6ynu LWMpi BYOpa, KON MeHe

uinysanun? Cepue y lopaoHa 34pUrHynocs.
— Tak, JliaHHO!
Ii Cipi o4i AMBUNCA HA HbOrO0 CEPUO3HO i AOMNUTANBO.

— Sk He AMBHO, ajie MeHi TeX TaK 34a€TbCA. I BCe X A9 He MOXY

MoOBIpUTMW...

BoHa Benn4yHO Nokana pyky MoMy Ha nnedi. HaiTb askbu BCi HaBKOO
Banunocs, fopaoH 6m He BCcTOSAB. I 3HOBY BiH Big4yB il rHy4YKe Tino,

DOTUK HDKHUX BYCT.

— 3apT, BM HGKUUCb iHWKMN! — npowenoTina JliaHHa, MUMOBONI
MOBTOPIOOYM BYOpalWHi cnoBa MepH.— S rotoBa NoOBipUTU, WO BU

KOXa€ETE MEHE...

— Koxato, JliaHHo! — BupBanoca y NlopaoHa.— 3 nepLol X XBUNHMN,

aK 4 Bac nobaums! Oui B Heil 3abnmnwanu.
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— I Bu po3nyunteca 3 MepH? TopaoH HEMOB NPOKMHYBCA. ['ocrnoam,

Lo BiH pobuUTb? AaxKe cripaBXHin 3apT ApH Koxae MepH BCiM cepueM.

LUnnryH
TuMyacoBmi NOPSATYHOK 3 6e3HaAIMHOro Tynmka rMpuUnLIOB Yy BUMNSAAI

Kameprepa, SKuUM Hepiwy4dye 3’'9BUBCA Yy ABepsiX Tepacu. BiH

BKJIOHUBCS.
— lMpuHue, Baw 6aTbKO 3anpowWye Bac i NpuHuecy JliaHHY A0 BeXi.
[[OpAOH 3pajiB MOX/AMBOCTI YHUKHYTU NOoAaibLLIOl pO3MOBMU.

— 3apa3 naemo,— ckasas BiH. JliaHHa, 34aBanocs, Yyekana Big HbOro
AKUXOCb iHWWX CNiB, ane BiH He Mir IX BUMOBUTU. He Mir ckasaTtu, Wwo
Koxa€ 1. AmXe cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH, NoBepHyBLUUCb, byae Bce

3anepeyyBsaTu.

BoHM MOBYKM nMiWNM 3a KaMmMeprepoM pyxoMMMU Kunmmamm Ao
HamBuULWOI BexXi nanaudy. 3a nNpo30puMKM  CTiHAMM  KiMHaTK
BigKpuBanacsa Benn4yHa naHopaMa KpuwTanesux rip, okeaHy. ApH
Abbac cxBuUbOBAHO NOXOAXaB B3aj i Bnepea — riraHTCbka, BlagHa

dirypa. Y kiMHaTi Takox 6ynun OpT Boamep i Oxan ApH.

— 3apT, cnpaBa cTocyeTbca Tebe i JliaHHU,— 3ycTpiB [opAaoHa
iMmnepaTtop.— Kpusa y BigHOCMHax 3 Jliroto 3aroctproetbcd. LLopp KaH
BiAKNMKaB A0 XMapwu BCi CBOi 30penboTu. borcs, wo 6apoHu
[epkyneca BaratwTbCs. Buopa nicna 6aHkeTy s po3MmMoBnsiB 3 3y
PizaneM. BiH cka3aB, wo 6apoHu He MOXYTb NOBHICTIO pO3paxoByBaTu
Ha Ccol3 3 IMnepietn. BOHN CTPUBOXEHI YyTKaMW MPO HOBY MOTYXHY
36poto LWopp.— MacusHe obnmnuyua ApH Ab66aca noxmypino.— He
aAymatro, ogHak, wob 3y Pizanb rosopuB Bif iMeHi BCix 6apoHiB. BoHU

MOXYTb CYMHiBaTUCS, ane nepemMorn XMapu BOHW He Xo4yTb. Ix Tpeba
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CXWUTU 40 MOBHOrMo COK3y 3 Hamu. A 36Mparoc;| nocnatn ansa uboro

Tebe, 3apT.

— MeHe? — 3apurHyeca [opaoH.— Ane A He BMopakca 3 TakKuMm

nopyyeHHAM!

— XTo X To4i, npuHue? — 3anutaB Opt boamep.— PigHWN CuH

iMnepaTopa — HankKpawmin rnocosn.

— He 6yaemo cnepeuyaTtucsa,— Bigpizas ApH Abbac.— Tu nonetuu,

noaobaeTbcsa TobI LUe UM Hi.

[opaoOH po3rybusBcs: nNeTiTM nNoc/oM A0 MOryTHIX Bofoaapis

CkynueHH4 'epkyneca? SK Take MOX/INBO?

I panTtoM BiH nobaumB CBiM WaHC. AXe AOPOro MOXHa 3pobuTtu
3YNMUHKY Ha 3eMi Ta obMiHATMCA Tinamm 3 3apT ApHoM! AKwo ue

BAOACTbCA...

— OTxe,— npoagosxysaB ApH Ab66ac,— cTpok Baworo 3 JliaHHOO
OApYXeHHSs nepeHoCcUTbCs. BOHO NOBMHHO BiAbyTUCb A0 BiAILOTY, a

T BUPYLWAELLl 3a TUXOEHD.

fopAoH Big4vyB, WO naga€ y npipsy. BiH-60 po3paxoByBas, WO 4acy

AOCTATHbLO, a Tenep...
— Yu BapTO nocniwaTtn? — HaMmaraeCs BiH NpoTecTyBaTw.

— 3BUYanHO,— 3asaBumB ApH A6bac.— 3axigHi KoponiBCcTBa BKpamn Ans
Hac BaXnmei. AK 4onoBiK npuHuecn doManbrayta Tm bygew matu

6inbwy Bary cepepn 6apoHis. JliaHHa WBMAKO rsgHyNa Ha FopaoHa:
— Ane panToM y npuHua 3apTa € 3anepedyeHHa?

— 3anepeyeHHs? — rpi3Ho ckasas ApH Abbac.— fki, B 6ica, B HbOro

MOXYTb 6yTW 3anepedyeHHs?
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FfopaoH nobauus, WO onMpaTucs aapeMHo. loMy noTpibHo BurpaBaTy
yac i NpoAoBXyBaTu BAaBaTh 3 cebe NpuHUa. BpewTi-pewT, SKNNCb

BMXia 3HanaeTbCcd, ane Ans uboro notpibeH yac. BiH cka3as:
— 4Akuwo JliaHHa He NpoTU, A TexX 3roaeH.

— Ocb i Yynoso,— 3aBepwunB ApH Abbac.— CTpoOK HeBenukun, ane
KOponi BCTUrHYTb nNpubytn. Mm 3 boamMepoM cKnagemMo TeKCT

3anpolleHHs. PewTta MoXyTb 6yTU BiflbHi.

fopaoH 6ys paamn, wo [xan ApH BUALIOB pa3oM 3 HUMN — MOMY He

XoTinocs 6 3annwmnTNCa 3apas HaoauHUi 3 JliaHHOLO.

HacTynHi Kinbka AHIB 34anMcs MOMYy 30BCiM HepeanbHUMMW. [lanay i
CTONMus rynum Big NpuroTyBaHb. YcioauM cHoBurano 6esniy cnyr.
LloaHs  wBuMAKi  30penboTM  MNPUHOCMAM  HOBWUX  roctem 3

HauBigAaneHiWnx KyTouKiB [anakTnku.

3 JliaHHOW BiH 6auymMBCa NUWEe Ha NUWIHKMX BedipHiX b6eHkeTax, 3
MepH — Xxiba wo 3aaneky. Ta 4yac MMHaB, a Buxoay 3 GaHTACTUYHOIO

TYMNWUKa BiH He 3HaxXo4uB.

BiH He Mir ckazaTu npasan nNpo cebe, HeE MIr NOPYLWNTUN KNAATBY, AaHY
3apT ApHy. Ane wo we MoXxHa 3pobutn? [OXXOH HanpyXyBaB MO30K,

ane piweHHs He byno.

YBeuepi HanepeaoaHi npu3HayeHoi aAatm y 30psHin 3ani Biabyscs
BEJIMKNUI NPUMNOM ANSA KOPOiB i BeNbMOX, sIKi npubynmn Ha Becinns 3
yciei lanaktukn. [opaoH i JliaHHa CTOSA/IM HA MOMOCTI MiX ApH
Ab66acom i Ixan ApHoMm. CTtapwuin npuHU 6yB 3i CBOEK NpPeKpacHOo
ApYy>XuHoto 3apoto. [lo3agy HOpPMUANCA CAHOBHUKKM — aaMipan

Kopbyno, OpT Boamep Ta iHLWi.
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[>xoH NopaoH 6yB HibW y AMBHOMY CHi. PO3KillHa topMa, 3BY4Hi iMeHa,
MUWHI TUTYNU, AKi OroNOoWYKTbCA Kameprepamu, TeneyCTaHOBKU —
Ha eKpaHu AauBwuiaca 3apa3 yca [anaktuka ... Hi, ocb-0Cb BiH

MPOKUHETLCA | ONUHUTBLCA Y piaHOMY XX CTONITTI...

— Koponb CoHub Jlebeps! — 3By4Yanum po3MipeHi OrosioweHHs

kameprepis.— Koponb Jlipu!

BoHn npoxoaunn nepen NOpAOHOM — CMYTHUK, HESICHWIM MOTIK OCi6
Ta ronocis. [lekoro BiH namM’aTtas: 3y Pi3anb 3i CkynyeHHa 'epkyneca,

monoaun Cat Wamap 3 MNMonsapHoi ...
— Koponb-pereHT Kaccionei! 'padu NpaHnub 30BHiWHbOro Kocmocy!

MOCTYNOBO TUTYU CTaBasM CKpOMHiwmMn. Cepep OCTaHHIX Niginwos
CMarnsBMM KanitaH, SKMN 3 NOKJIOHOM nopae [OpAOHY KaceTy

[lyMKO3anucy.

— ManeHbKe npoxaHHA Bi4 MOEl eckaapwibi,— NpOoLEenoTiB BiH.—

CnopaiBaeMocs, Balwa BMCOKICTb MPOCNYXa€ Moro...

— [apa3n,— kuBHyB [opaoH. PanToM Woro nepepsaB aaMmipan
Kopbyno. Ton nunabHO BAMBASBCHA Yy 3HAKW BIAMIHHOCTI odiuepa i

panToM BUCTYNUB BRepea.

— Hikoro 3 Bawoi eckagpwunbi He MOBUMHHO 6yTW 3apa3 6aunxue

Bern,— pi3ko KpnKHyB BiH.— Bauwle iM’d Ta HOMep 3aroHy!
KaniTaH 36nia, BiaCaxHyBCS, CYHYBLWN PYKY Y KULLIEHIO KYPTKMW.
— Ue wnuryH, Béususa! — ckpukHys Kopbyno.— 3HUWNUTM roro!

KaniTaH BUXONMB KOPOTKNN aTOMHUM nicToneT. FlopaoH 3akpus coboto
JliaHHy, ane, 3a koMaHaow Kopbyno, 3 TaeMHMX GiMHWLUb Mig cTenewo

30pAHOI 3ann BXe BW/IETINN WBUAKI aTOMHI KYNbKK, AKi BN’aaucs y
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TiNO WNUryHa i BubyxHynu. BiH pyxHYB Ha Niasiory — noHiBeyeHun,

NOYOpPHINMM Tpyn.

BuHMKNa naHika, nNponyHanu nepensgkaHi Kpuku. Haa wyMoMm

BO3Hiccsa rpoMoBuit ronoc ApH Abbaca:

— bosatuca Hivoro! 3asasikm nunbHOCTI Kopbyno Ta Hawoi BapTu
LWNUryHa 3HeLWKomKeHO! BuHeciTb TifNlo,— po3nopsaanBcA
imnepatop.— 3apT i xan — 3i MHot, Kopbyno, HakaxXiTb NPOCBITUTH
KaceTy npoMeHsMun, pantom ue 6omba. JliaHHO, 3aCNOKONTE rOCTEN.
[OpaoOH CcnigoM 3a iMnepaTopoM YBIMWOB A0 iHWOI KiMHaTW, Kyau
nepeHecnu Tino. [Ixan ApH CXWIMBCA Hajh TpynoM, po3cCTibHyB

obnaneHnn myHaup. NoHiBe4eHUn TopCc He 6yB cMarnsBuM, BiH MaB

ANBHUN 6Nignin BiATIHOK.

— XMapHuk! lepesasrHeHnn areHT LWopp KaHa! — ckpukHyB ApH

A66ac.— LLUnwuryH Jlirn, ak a i gymas!

— HaBiwo BiH 3'9BUBCA cloan? — criaHTesimdeHo npobypMoTiB [xan
ApH.— Ha 3aMax He cxoxe — BiH Buxonue 36poto, Tilbkn Konu 6ys

BUKPUTUN.

— JloueKaeMocCs pe3ynbTaTiB NPOCBiYyBaHHA,— CKa3aB NpaBuUTe/lb.—

Ocb i Kopb6yno.
Y pyui agMmipan TpuMas BigibpaHun y XMapHuKa NpucTpin.
— Lle 3BMyanHa KaceTta,— NoOBiAOMUB BiH.

— [AusHo! — npobypmoTiB ApH A66ac.— LUWo x, pasaute i

NPOC/TyXaEMO.

KaceTty BCTaBUJIN y anapatr Aans UNATAHHA. BoHa no4yasna

poO3MOTYyBaTUCA. [OPAOH BiAYYB MOLITOBX MiACUIEHUX MUCIEHUX
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CTPYMiB, NYNbCYHUYMX Y MNOro CBIiAOMOCTi. SACHWW, 3BYYHUN rosiocC

rOBOpPWB, 3aBasiocs, NPsAMO y MOro rosiosi.

«Wopp KaH — npuHLUy 3apT ApHY. Ha >Xanb, norogXeHoMmy paHiwe
NJaHy Baworo nepenboTy Ao XMapu, 3aBaauB iMNepCbKUN NaTpyfb.
MeHi, K i BaM, WKoAa, WO TakK cTtanocs. Ane Mu BXe po3pobnssemMo
HOBWUM MNaH. YMOBM HAWOi yroam 3anuwarTbca B cuni. LLlonHO BU
nosigommnTte cekpet PynHiBHMKA, MM aTakyemo IMmnepito, i Bac byae
nybniyHoO orosnoweHo piBHMM MeHi cniBnpasuteneMm lanaktukun. He
NoYMHaANTE aKTUBHUX AN | 4YekanTe, MOKWM MOI areHTU 3HanayTb
MOXJ/IMBICTb 6e3ne4yHo AO0CTaBUTU Bac 40 MeHe».
Y B’A3HML

B nepwwuin MOMeHT ui cnoBa Buganuca [opaoHy 6e3rnysavmu.
NMocnaHHa Big Wopp KaHa ao Hboro, Ao 3apt ApHa! Ane kKonu BiH
YCBiAOMMB X 3HAYEHHA, MOro oxonunum noams i xax. BiH nobaums

cKaxeHi oui ApH Abbaca.

— KngaHyca HeboM, Min pigHMn CUH — 3pagHUK! — CKPUKHYB

npaBuTesb.— Mili CUH TAEMHO 3MOBNSIETLCS 3 XMapoto!

— LUe d¢danbwmBka,— Hacuny BUMOBMB [OpAOH.— A HiKONM He

3ycTpivascsa 3 lWopp KaHOM, Hikonn Hiyoro 3 HUM He obrosoptoBaB!

— Toai YoMy BiH nocunae Tobi Take MOBIAOMNEHHS? — MPOrpuMIB

iMnepaTop.
[OpAOH BXOMNMBCA 3a €AMHE MOX/INBE MOACHEHHS.

— Ou4eBUAHO, BiH po3paxoByBaBs, WO MOCaHHSA byae nepexonsieHo.

IHWOI NpUYMHN HeMaE.
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— baTbKy, uUe UiIkoM MOXNMBO,— KUBHYB [xan ApH, Ha obnunuui
SIKOro 3’aBunocs rnmboke 36eHTexXeHHs.— He BipuTbcs, wob 3apT

6yB 3paAHNKOM.

— Ane ue He nosicHeHHs! — obypuecsa ApH Abbac.— Lopp KaH He
Takun aypHuin, wob BuragyBaTun nnaH, SKUW HIYOro MOMY He [Aae€.
Aoxe wnuryHa 6yno Bmkputo Bmnagkoso! — O6aMuug iMnepaTopa
NOTEeMHINO.— 3apT, HgKWO TW nNoB’a3aHMM 3 XMapokw, TBOE

noxoa)keHHs Tebe He BpATYE!

— Knanyca, a9 He BuHeH! — 6naras [opaoH.— A Hi 3 KMM He
aomoBnaecd! HaBiwo MeHi, 3apagu BCbOro CBATOr0, 3paaXyBaTwu

IMnepito?

— Twn Min MonoAwunn cuH,— NOXMypo Haragas ApH Abbac.— Tu Mir
3a3aputn [xany, Taki pedi Tpannganuca. [NoKn MM He 3aKiHYMMO

po3cnigyBaHHS, TM byaew 3aMKHEHUI Y B’A3HUL.
— Hi, Tak He MOXHa,— 3anepeyuns [xxan ApH.
Aamipan Kop6yno nigTpumaB MOro:

— Xouya 6 3apagn nNpPUCTOMHOCTI 3anpiTb NpuHUA Y WNOro

anaptameHTax. ApH Abb6ac rHiBHo 61MCHYB ouMMa:

— Bu obnasa 360xeBoninn! Heexe BM He pO3yMI€ETe, WO AKWO 3apT
3paAHWK, TO BIiH cMepTenbHO Hebe3sneyHun? BiH 3Hae cekper
PynHiBHUKA, BigoMnn nuwe MeHi i xany! LWonHo Wopp KaH oBonoaie

UMM cekpeToM, XMapa byae TyT! Bu uboro xouerte?
— Ane 3aBTpa BiHYaHHSA, rocTi...— Haragas [xarn.

— CkaxiTb, WO 3apT 3axBopiB,— BiapizaB npasutenb.— Kopbyno,

BiABeAiTb NpuHLUA A0 B’A3HULUI. BX BignoBigaETe 3a HbOrO.
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fonoBa y lNopaoHa nwna obeptom. CkasaTtu iM npasay, CNpaBXHIO
npasay? Lo BiH He 3HA€E HiAKMUX ceKpeTiB, Wwo BiH — [>XOH [OpAoH 3
XX cTonitTa? 3a Takux obctaBuH 3apT ApH Haspsa unm byae y

npeTeHsii...

Ane 4yoro BiH A0OCArHe, AKLWO po3MnoBicTb npasay? Hivoro. HixTo He
NOBIpUTb Ui HEWMOBIpHIN icTopii. 3apT ApH TpuMaB CBiN Crnoci6
0bMiHY Yy CyBOpi TAEMHULI, | HIKOMY Take HaBiTb He CHWUIOCS. BOHMU

BUpIilIaTb, WO Le BiaYanaylwHa 6pexHs 3apaan nopsaTyHKY.

MNneyi F'opaoHa onycTunucs. He npoTecTytouun, BiH CIYXHSIHO BUMLLOB
cnigom 3a agMmipanom Kopbyno. Y Kopuaopi, Ha KWAUMI, SKUN HiC X

A0 HUXHIX pyciB, TOM panToM 3aroBOpuB:

— 3apT, a9 abcCconTHO BiAKMAaKw AYMKY Npo Bawy 3paay. MeHi
AoBefeTbCs 3aMKHYTM Bac A0 KaMepu, ane Moxete 6yTn BNeBHEHI —

51 3pob1t0 BCe AN BALLOro 3BiSIbHEHHS.
HecnoaiBaHa nigTpuMKa ctaporo odiuepa nianbagbopunia MopaoHa.

— Kopbyno, S8 KIsSHYCb, BCe LUe— $SKecb AUSBOJIbCbKE

Henopo3yMiHHA! HeBxe 6aTbKo cripaBai AyMaE€, Wwo 9 3pagHuK?

— Mwu obuaBa 3HAEMO, KM 3ananbHWN XapakTep Yy ApH Abbaca,—
noMoBYaBLUK, BiANOBIB agMipan.— Ane KOnun BiH OXOJIOHE, 4 3MyLly

NOro cnyxaTw.

BoHn cnyctunucsa y nigsemenns, niginwnm 4o MacMBHUX
6poHbOoBaHMX aBepen. Kopbyno HanpasmB TOHKUM NPOMiHb CBiTNa 3
NepcHs y BY3bKy cBepanoBuHy. [Bepi KOB3HYAM B6iIK, BiAKpUBLUK

KBaApaTHY Kamepy.

— Lle TeMHuusa, 3apT. Hikonn He gyMaB, WO MeHi AoBeAeTbCs BeCTu

Bac cioan. Ane He BrnagamTe y Bigyam — Mu 3pobMMO BCe MOXJIIMBE.
60



FOpAOH 3 BASAYHICTIO NOTUCHYB MOMY pyKy. [lBepi Ba)KKO 3a4NHUNUCD.

Y Kamepi CTosA/10 nuwe NiXKKO 3 TOHEeHbKMM MaTpauoMm. 3i CTiHU
CTMpYano ABa KpaHU — ANng BOAM | ANg XUBWUMbHOI pianHU. CTiHK,

nignora i ctena 6ynu 3 metany.

lopooH ciB. Hagia, wo 6yno 3axespina, 3racna. Hexan HaBiTb
Kopbyno i Oxan ApH BipaTb NOMY — SIK AOBECTU CBOK HEBWUHHICTb?
I ronoBHe, NogyManocsa noMy, a Lo, K BiH cripasai BUHEH? MOX/UBO,

cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH iHTpuryesas 3 LWopp KaHoM?

[OpAOH NOXWUTaB ronoBoto. Hi, ue HeMncnnmo. 3apT ApH — eHTy3iacT
HayKun, a He 3MOBHUK. AKb6M BiH 3aMMaBCs NONITUKOK, TO HEe MaB 6u
yacy BMBYATU MUHYNe. Ane aKwo 3apT ApH He 6yB 3aAisHUIN Yy 3MOBI,

To YoMy Toai LLlopp KaHH npucnas Lo KaceTy?

fopaoH 3pnaBcs. Te, wo cranocs 6yno Buwe Moro po3yMiHHs. BapTo
byno npunyctutn 3aspganerigb, WO HeBirnacreo npusseane Ao
HewacTs, SaKWo BiH cnpobye 3irpatn ponb 3apT ApHa. BiH 3 ripkoToto
noaymas npo JliaHHy. BoHa, 6e3 cyMHiBY, BXe BCe 3Ha€E. HeBxe Tex
BBa)aTuMe Moro 3pagaHukom! [lymka npo ue gosoawna fopaoHa ao

Big4ato.

[MoTiM Moro oxonwusa anaris, i BiH 3abyBcsa BaXXkmM cHoM. CrnaB AO0Bro,
MoXnmeo, [o6y. Po3byauB 1Moro 3ByK nABepen. BiH cxonuBcs,

HeaOoBIPp/IMBO BAMBASIOUYNCE Y NIOAEN, SKi YBIMLWAN.

OaHuM 3 Hux 6yB Kopbyno. A ApyrMil — CTPYHKWUW, Y TEMHOMY

KOCTIOMi...
— JliaHHO! — BUTYKHYB "lopaoH.— Lo Bu TyT pobute?

BoHa niginwna, 6niga, ane 3 ca4YMMM o4MMa, Nokaana pykm oMy Ha

njeui.
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— 3apT, MeHi po3MnoBinn, y YoMy 3BMHYBa4dye Bac 6aTtbko. ApH Abbac

360xeBoniB! BiH xanibHo BAMBNAABCA B ii 061mMyus.
— OTXXe, BU He BBaXKaEre MeHe 3pagHunKoM, JliaHHO?

— 4 3Hato, wWo BKM He 3pagHuk! A ckasana npo ue ApH Abbacy, ane
BiH He cTaB cnyxatm, 6yB 3aHaaTo po3rHiBaHun... [opaoH

PO3XBUIOBABCA.

— JliaHHO, HauayXx4ye MeHe My4yuna AyMKa, WO BM MOBipUTe y U0

Mada4yHIo!
Kopbyno ctynue ynepea, noro cysope obsnyus 6yno cepmnosHmnmM.

— Y Hac HeMaE€ 4yacy Ha po3MOBU, NpuUHLECco. M1 NOBUHHI 3a ABaALUATb

XBUINMH pa3oM 3 MNPUHLOM MiTU 3BiACMH.

— 3i MHOW? — 3AMBOBAHO NoBTOpMB OpAOH.— Bu He obMoBUNMCA?

Kopbyno noxutasB rosoBolo.

— Hi, 3apTe, npuHUeca 3Hae Bce. A Xo4uy AOMOMOITU BaM YyTeKTU 3

TpOOHYy.
[OpAoOH Big4yB Tensae noyyTrd 40 CYBOpOro KomaHaopa.

— Kopbyno, 4 uiHyto Bawy nosipy. Ane xiba MeHi NOTpibHO 3annUWnNTH

TpPOOH?..

— 3apT, ue HeobxigHo! A ayMaB, WO 3MOXY NepeKkoHaTn iMmnepartopa.
Ha »anb, y BaWwmMx NOKOSIX 3HanAaeHi iHwi nocnaHHga LWopp KaHa.

lopaoH oToponi..
— Le danbwuskn! Ix niakmHynm, wob norybutn meHe!

— 4 TaKk i Aymato, ane Baworo 6aTtbka BOHM NepekoHaIn,— 3asBUB

Kopbyno.— Y CBOEMY HUHILLHBbOMY HACTpPOI BiH 34aTHUW CTPaTUTU BacC
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HeramHo! AKWMN CeHcC, aKWOo MOTiM MOMY AoBeAeTbCs KadATuca? Bu
MOBUHHI 3annWUTN TPOOH, MOKU 4 HEe 3MOXY nNiATBEPAUTU Bally

HEBUHHICTb.

— Mwu Bce o06MmipkyBanu, 3apT,— WBWAKO Aogdana JliaHHa,— Yy
Kopbyno € nerkumm Kpencep 3 BIpHMM eKinaxXoMm, BiH 4YeKa€E Ha
KocMmogpoMi. Kopabenb AOCTaBUTb HAC y MOE KOPOJIiBCTBO. TaM MU
byanemo y 6e3neui. Tum yacom Kopbyno i Baw 6pat goseayTb, WO BU

HEeBWHHI. [OpAOHY 34a/10CH, WO BiH HEe 404YB.
— Bwu ckaszann — mun? JliaHHOo, BN BUpPYLUAETE 3i MHOO? Yomy?

Ii HiXHI, Tenni pykun 06BMAMCS AOBKOSIO MOro Wui, M’aKi rybu npunanm

no noro ry6.
— Ocb yomMmy, 3apT. ['0510Ba y HbOro 3akKpyTuiacs.
— Bu xo4eTe ckasaTu, WO KoXaEeTe MeHe, JliaHHO?

— Tak. 3 Toro Be4vopa, 3i Cedata Micauis, Konuv BM nouislysann MeHe,—
npowenoTina BoHa.— [10 uboro Bn MeHi nogobanucsa, ane He binbuie.

A Tenep cTanun SKMMOCb IHWWM...

NMepebyBatoun Ha BONOCOK Big 3armbeni, y rnayxomy nigsemenni
iMNepaTopCbKOro nanavy, Bigpi3aHWUW Big CBOro CBIiTY i CBOEI enoxwu,
fopooH Big4yyB HebyBany, 60XeBiNbHY paaicTb. YCBIAOMIEHHS
cMepTenbHoi Hebe3neku BiacTtynuio. Lle BiH, Hexanm i y u4yXin
obonoHui, 3aBowBaB NO60OB 30psAHOI nNpuHUEecKn. Xo4va | He
YCBiAOMTIOOYM LbOro, BoHa Ntobuna He 3apT ApHa, a noro — [xoHa

[opaoHa!

BTeua B Hikyau
TaeMHUUA neab He 3ipBanacs 3 BycT [opaoHa. [ly>e XOTinoca ckasaTtu

JliaHHi, Wwo BiH — 3apT ApH TiIbKM 30BHIi, a Hacnpasai — [XOH
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[OpAOH 3 pganekoro MuHynoro. OaHak BiH He MIir MOpywuTu Ui€l
obiusHkM. I HaBiWoO cnoBa, SAKLWO BpewTi-pewT BiH 3aluWnTb i i
NOBEPHETbCS Y CBiM 4ac? Aka uwe TopTypa 3pPIiBHSAETbCA 3 LUIED?
PobuTun BCce ansa Toro, wob noctaBMTN NonoBUHY BcecBiTy i ABi TUCAUI
CTONiITb MiX Cc0600 i €AMHON AIBUMHO, AKY BiH KOXae€... [OpAOH

CKa3aB HeBMEBHEHO:
— JliaHHO, BaM He MOXHa neTiTn. Lle ayxxe Hebe3neyHo.
BoHa WBMAKO rNsiHy/1a Ha HbOro 6AMCKYYMMN OUMMa.

— Wo6 gouka 30pssHUX KoponiB 3nakanaca Hebesneku ?! Hi, 3apTe,
MU NIeTUMO pa3oM. 3po3yMinTe, Baw 6aTbKO He HaAaBaXXUTbCSA BAATUCS
A0 cunun, aKkwo Bu byaete 3i MHOO Yy ®omanbrayTi. IMnepii NoTpibHi

COH3HWKM, HABILLO NOMY CBApUTUCHA 3 MOIM Hapoa4oM?..

AyMkun y F'opaoHa noHecnucs y amkomy ranoni. OCb, MOXMBO, MO0
lWaHc noTtpanntu Ha 3emno! BupsBaBwucb 3 TpooHa, BiH 3Hanae
cnocié ymosutun nrogen Kopbyno i BOHW BiABE3yTb MOro Ha 3eMsto, 40
nabopaTtopii. TaM BiH notan Bia JliaHHU 3pobUTb 3BOPOTHUN OOMIH 3
NnpuHUOM. A cnpaBxHin 3apT ApH $K-Hebyab [JoBene CBOKO

HEBUHHICTb.
Kopbyno Habnusunecs 3HoBy. Ha cyBopoMy obnunydi 6yna Tpusora.

— 3Bonikatn b6inbwe He MoxHa! 3MiHa BapTUM — Ue Haw EANHUN

waHc!

JliaHHa cxonwuna lopaoHa 3a pyky i nosena Ao suxoay. Kopbyno
BiACYHYB BaxKi asepi. Kopmngop 3a HuMM 6yB cnabo OCBITNEHUM i

MOPOXHIM.

— Mu nigeMo A0 ManoBiAOMOI MKW Nia3eMKU,— KBan/JamBoO MNOSICHUB

Kopbyno.— Tam yekae oAMH 3 HaMBIipHiWLNX MOiX odiuepis.
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Y kopugopi 6yno tuxo. Nyxi ckneniHHA He MponycKkann Hi 3ByKy 3
Benn4yesHoi 6yaieni, po3TalwoBaHOi Aecb Bropi. HapewTi BTikaui
aictanucs Bectublona oAHIEl 3 rifokK nia3eMHol goporn. Y TyHeni

yekaB BaroH, Nopy4 CTOsIB Y0/0BiK Yy hopMi dnoTy.

— TepH Enbapen, koMaHAMp Kpelicepa, SIKMA A0CTaBUTb Bac [0

domManbrayty,— npeacrasme noro Kopbyno.— BipHa MeHi ftognHa.

TepH Enbapen noxoaus 3 cuctemu Cipiyca, Ha ue BkasysaB 6nigo-
3e/IleHMN KoNip Woro wkipn. BiH 6yB CXOXWKW Ha CrNpaBXHbOro
KOCMIYHOro BOBKA, ane Ha >XOpPCTKOMY o0b6snydi npobirna nocmiwka,

KO/ BiH BKJIOHUBCA opAoHY i JliaHHI.

— [puvHY 3apT, nNpuHUeco, AN Hac ue BesmkKa 4ecTtb. Aamipan
PO3MoOBiB MeHIi NpPo BCi TOHKOLLUI 3aBAaHHA. MoxeTe po3paxoByBaTh Ha

MOIX Ntofein, M1 I0CTaBMMO Bac TOYHO A0 NMYHKTY NPU3HAYEHHS.

— MOXIMBO, BCE XX He BapTO ...— 3aBarasecd opaoH. — Haw BTeuy

MOXYTb HEMPaBWUJIbHO BUTJ/TYMA4YUTU.

— Ue eanHunm Buxin! — Bigpizas Kopbyno.— MeHi noTpibeH yvac, wob
po3KonaTtu AoKa3u Balloi HEBUHHOCTI i npea’asntn ix ApH Abbacy.

[HakWwe BiH pO3CTpIiNF€ Bac 9K 3pagHuUKa.

[opAoH 6inble He npoTecTtyBaB. Ane nNpo rosioBHY MNpUYMHY 3HaB
TiNIbKW BiH: BTe4Ya AaBajla MOMY MOXJIMBICTb NOBEPHYTUCHA Ha 3eMJII0.
JliaHHa M’IKO cKa3ana aaMmipanoBi: — Bu 6araTto UMM XepTBYETE

3apaaun Hac. { Hikonu He 3abyay uUboro.

FfopaoH i Kopbyno Ha npowaHHs noTUCIn oamMH OAHOMY pyku. TepH

Enbapen HaTUCHYB BaXiflb, i BaroH noM4yaB y TEMPABY TYHENIO.

— Bce po3paxoBaHo A0 cekyHau, npuHue. Min «Mapkab» yekae Hac

y okpeMoMy goui. OdiuinHO MM BUPYLWAEMO Yy NaTpy/bHUN penc.
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— BuW pu3sukyeTe ronosoro, kanitaHe,— ckas3aB [opaoH. CipiaHeub

MOCMIiXHYBCSH.

— Aamipan Kop6byno 6yB MeHi sik 6aTbko. 1 He Mir 6u He BUNpaBsaaTu

DOBipU, 9Ky BiH BUKa3aB MeHi Ta MOIM NIIOASAM.

BaroH ynoBinbHUB XiA i 3ynMHMBCSA 6inst HEBENIMKOro nepoHy, ae ix
3yCcTpinn asa odiuepn 3 aTOMHMMU pPYLWHUUSAMK. BTikadi BUAWIN 3

BaroHy. TepH Enbapes noBiB IX 40 pyXOMOro KNUianmy.

— lNpukpunte 0bnmyua nnawamu,— nonepeavs BiH.— Bu bypete y

6e3neui nuwe Ha 60pTy «Mapkabax.

BOoHM BUNLWINIKM HaBepX Ha OKOMUUI KocMonopTy. byna Hi4, y Tennomy
CBiTNi ABOX 30/10TUX MicsauiB TbMAHO 6nuwann MacuBHI Kopabni,
KpaHW, MalWnHU. Y AOKaxX TEMHININ YOpPHiI rpoMaan NOTYXHMX 60NOBUX
Kopabnis. Npoxoaayn noB3 oAMH 3 HUX, TOpAOH MOMITUB Tyni puna

Ba>XKMUX aTOMHUX rapMar.

CipiaHMH XeCTOM 3ynUHWB CYNYTHUKIB — nornepeay NpPOMLLIN SKiCb
nogn. Crtoaum y Ttempsasi, [OpAOH BiAYYB Ha pyui MOTUCK NanbuiB

JliaHHW.
MoTiMm TepH Engpen nogas 3HaK pyxatuca aani.
— Tpeba nocniwaTn. 3ani3HeMocs!

YopHun pubonoaibHmnn kopnyc «Mapkaba» Bupic nepea HuUMU Yy
30/10TUCTOMY MICAYHOMY csuBi. I3 intoMiHaTopiB co4ymnocs cBiTno, 3
KOPMW LOHOCMBCS MNPUrNYyLWEeHNN ryn reHepaTtopis. Bci nigHsanmnca no
BY3bKOMY Tpany A0 BiAKPWUTOro atoka. I pantom TUWwy po3ipBaB peB

CUTHaNbHOI CUPEHMW.

3 ry4HOMOBLiB KOCMOMOPTY MNOYYBCA XPpUMNKUN, 36yaKeHnn ronoc:
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— TpuBora BCcbOMY IbOTHOMY cknaay! Béuto ApH A6b6aca!

[OpAOH 3aBMep Ha NOpO03i /IloKa, MILHO 3UiNnBLUM AONOHIO JliaHHW.
[[onoc HagpvBaBCcA:

— HeranHo 3HanTK i 3aapewtyBatu npuHua 3apTa! HeranHo!

BennuyesHuin kocMmonopT 6yB oxonneHwui Tpusorow. Ornywsaneo
peBNIN CUPEHU, FOJIOC 3 TFYYHOMOBLSS 3HOBY i 3HOBY MOBTOPIOBaB

CTpallHe orosioweHHs. bunu a3BoHKU, 6iranu i Kpuyanu noaun.

[laneko Ha niBAHi, Ha4 BeXXaMW MicTa, Yy HiYHe Hebo OAMH 3a OAHUM

3niTann 60MoBi NiTaku.
TepH Engpen BTArHyB 3a pyku ['opaoHa i JliaHHy.
— lNocniwanTe, npuHue! Bac BpATYE TiNbKn TepMiHOBUA CTapT!

— YTikTK, WwWo6 BCi AyManu, Hibu ue 9 B6us ApH Ab6baca? — BUIyYKHYB

lopaoH.— Hi! M noBepTtaeMocsa A0 nanauy!

— [MoBepHeMocsa,— nigTpuMana wnoro JliaHHa, Xo4ya | CWJIbHO

nobniana.— CMmeptb ApH Ab6b6aca noTtpsice IMnepito.

[opaoH cinHyBCS Ao Tpany. 3eneHe obnunyua TepH Enbapena
CMOTBOPWISIOCA, BiH BUXOMUB 3 KMLWEHI CKASHY Nasnydky. Ha KiHUi BOHa

Masia CKASHUIA NiBMiCcAUb 3 MeTaJIeBUMN HaKOHEYHUKaMU.
— 3apTe, ue napanizatop! Crepexitbca! — 3akpunyana JliaHHa.

KiHui niBMicaua TopkHynucsa nigbopigas fopaoHa. Y MO3Ky HEMOB
cnanaxHyna 6nuckaska. BiH BiguyB, WO napa€, BTpavatoumn

CBigoMicTb. I cTano TeMHo.
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MopoOK TpmBaB BiYHICTb, NOTIM AeCb 3’BM0OCA CBIiTN0. [OpAOH Big4vyB
nig coboto TBEPAY rNaaKy NnoBepXHIO. Y ByXaX CTOSAB PiBHUIN, THITHOUNI

ryn.

FOpAOH i3 3ycunnsaM BiAKPUB O4i. BiH nexaB Ha NiXKY Y KPUXITHIN
KatoTi. Ha iHwomMy nexana JliaHHn, odi i1 6ynn 3akpuTi. Kpisb Kpyrnum
iNtoMiHaToOp cCBiTMNM 3ipkuU. [OpAOH 3poO3yMiB, WO ryna wWae Big
NOTY>XXHUX aTOMHUX TypbiH. «Mapkab» Ha rpaHMYHIN LWBUAKOCTI MYaB

Kpi3b ranakTU4yHy NOpPOXHeuy.

JliaHHa BopyxHynacs. NopaoH 3MycuB cebe NigHATUCA, MigivwoB [0
Hel. Po3Tnpas pyku i 06amMyys, noku y Hei He BiagKpuancsa odi. [iBunHa

Biipa3y npunina Ao TAMMU.

— Baworo 6aTtbka ybuto! — 3ragana soHa.— I Ha TpOOHi AyMatoTh,

o ue 3pobunun su!

— [loTpibHO MoBepHYTUCA,— KMBHYB [OpAOH.— Mun BMOBUMO TepH

Enbpopena netitm Hasag.

BiH nenBe pictaBcsad OO ABepen KakwTWu, NOocMuKas iXx. [iBepi He

nigoanncsa. BoHn 6ynm 3aMKHEHI.

Fonoc JliaHHM 3MycmB lopaooHa obepHyTuca. [iBumMHa crosna 6ins

intoMiHaTopa. Ii 06anyusa 3miHnnocs.
— 3apTe, NAaiTb croaun.

BiH niginwos. KatTa po3MillyBanacs y HOCOBIiN YacTUHI Kpencepa, i

KpMBM3Ha 60pTYy A03BOMSNA AUBUTUCS MPSAMO NO KypcCy.

— BoHU netatb He po ®omManbrayTty! — BurykHyna JliaHHa.— TepH

Enopen o6aypus Hac!

[OpAOH AMBUBCSA Ha 3ipKK, HIYOro HE PO3yMitoun.
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— [AunBiTbCa Ha 3axia Big TyMmaHHocCTi OpioHa,— npowenoTina JliaHHa.

fopaoH NoAMBUBCA TyaAW, KyAu BOHA NokasyBana. [laneko nonepeay
y Hebecax 4YopHina nnsma. Noxmypa, 3n10BicHa, 34aBanocs, Hibu BOHa

MOrNIMHYNa YaCTUHY NPOCTOpY.
— Hac Be3yTtb go Xmapu! 3apTte, ue 3moBa LWWopp KaHa!

Xmapa! TaeMHu4ye uapcteBo nitbMu. Jlira TemHux CsiTiB, Ae
BM3piBalOTb Mep3eHHi 3aayMu NpoO BiMHY i MOHEBONIEHHS Hapo4iB

[fanakTuku.

[@NaKTMYHa 3MOBa
Y lopaooHa HeMoB 6w Biakpunaucsa odi. Bce, wo crtanocs 3 TOro

MOMEHTY, $K BiH nepeTBOpuBCS Ha 3apT ApHa, pobunocsa nig
ANKTOBKY TupaHa 3 XMmapu. Wopp KaH BupiwMB BTAMHYTU MOro y
KOHMNIKT MiX ranakTUyHMX Agepxxasamu, i He 6e3 ycnixy. Bonogapto
TeMHux CBiTiB cnyXxutb 6e3ni4 TaeMHuUX areHTiB. OAMH 3 HWUX,

be3nepeyHo, TepH Enbapesn.

— Knanyca HeboMm, s 3po3ymiB! TepH Enapen — 3pagHuk. BiH

Aonomarae Xmapi!

— Ane HaBiwo ue imM, 3apTe? Hasilwo 3BMHYyBavyBaTh Bac y BOUBCTBI

B/1AaCHOro 6artbka?

— o6 ocTaTO4YHO CKOMMPOMETYBATU MEHE | HE AaTU NOBEPHYTUCS A0

TpooHy! — ckpunHyB 3ybamu MopaoH.

JliaHHa 36nigna, ane nornsag ii 3anMwascs TBepauM. FopaoHy cTano
3a Hel cTpawHo. Lle yepes HLOIro 11 3arpoXye cMepTesnbHa Hebe3neka.

Iin, ska Tak XoTina MoMy LOMOMOrTH...

— JliaHHO, 9 nonepea)as, WO BaM He MOXHa neTitn! AKwo 3 BamMu

LLIOCb CTaHEeTbCA...
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[Bepi puBkoM 3pywmnumca. Ha noposi crtoas TepH Enbapen. Ha
3efieHMX rybax rpana rnysnmea nocMiwka. OXonseHun nTTIHo,
[oOpAOH KMHYBCS A0 HerigHuka. B pykax y TepH Enbapena 3'aBunach

CKNNIdAHa najinyka.

— Ocb Min napanizatop,— CyxO Cka3as BiH.— Yu BW 3abynun, AK BiH

nie?

— 3paaHuk! — 3akpuyas MopaoH.— Bu 3raHbbunun cein MmyHaup! TepH

Enapen HE3BOPYLUHO KMBHYB.

— Tak, s BXxe 6arato pokiB goBipeHnin areHTt Lopp KoHa. Cnoaisatocs
OTpUMATK Bi4 HbOIroO 3acC/y>XeHy BUHAropoay, Koau AoCTaB/iio Bac A0

TannapHu.

— o TannapHun? Crtonuui Jlirm? — 3anutana JliaHHa.— OTXe, Mu

cnpasAii NeTuMo Ao XMapu?

— I 6yaemo Tam 3a 4oTupu AHi. Ha wacT4, 3Hatouym po3kiaa naTpynis
IMnepii, 9 MOXy BubuMpaTu MapwpyT, SKUAN Nno3b6aBuUTb HAC Bifg

HEerNnpPUEMHUX 3yCTpiven.

— Tox ApH A66ac ybutmm Bamm, wnuryHamu Jlirn! — KPUKHYB
f[opaoH.— Bu 3Hanu, wo ue tpanntbca! Ocb YoMy BU Tak nocniwann!

3paAHMK XONOAHO NiATBEPAMB:

— 3BuYanHoO. Bce 6yno po3paxoBaHO A0 ceKyHAW. HixTo Tenep He
3aCyMHIiBa€eTbCs, WO BU BOGuAM cBoro 6aTbka i BTEKAUM, @ MU

aAonomornuv Bam. HiB NopaoHa nocunmnecs.

— Knanyca Hebom, Mu we He y Xmapi! Aamipan Kopbyno 3yMie

CKNacTu ABa i ABa Ta BiANpaBuUTb 3a BaMW NOMOHIO!
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Kinbka cekyHa TepH Engpen MoOBYKM AMBUBCA Ha HbOrMO, MOTIM

po3peroTaBscs.

— lNpowy BnbayeHHs, NpuHLE, ane 9 HIKOMN He YyB HIi4Y0ro HacCTiNbKK
cMmiwHoro! Xiba BM He 3pmoraganucs, wo came Kopbyno Bce i

npnaymas?
— Bu 3 rny3ay 3’'ixann! Kopbyno — HamBipHiwmnm congat IMmnepii.

— 3Bn4yanHo,— noroamecs TepH Enbapen,— ane Tinbku odiuep,
BCbOro nuuwe agmipan onoty. A BiH 4eCToIto6HMI | LaBHO BXe MiTUTb
Habarato Buwe. OCTaHHI KiflbKa pPOKiB BiH i Lle 4Y0NOBiK ABAAUSATb
BUWMX odiuepiB npautoBann Ha LWopp KaHHa.— Oudi woro
3abnmwanu. — Konu IMnepisa KaniTyntoe, KOXeH 3 Hac OTpPUMAaE no
koponisctey. A Kopbyno gictaHeTbca HanbinbLe ...
fopaoOH 3 >axoM 3po3yMiB, WO ue npasaa. Kopbyno — TaeEMHuM

3paaHunk! HenmoBipHO, ane ue 6barato NOsSICHIOBANO.

MabyTtb, TepH Enapea npountaB Ha o06nmnydi lopaoHa, wWo

BiAOyBa€EeTbLCA Y MOro rososi.

— Tenep BM po3yMieTe, YoMy g cMigBca? Ta Kopbyno caM i NnpuKiH4MB
ApH Ab66aca! I TyT Xe noknsecs, WO Ha BflacHi odi 6aumB, SK uUe

3pobunun Bu! JliaHHa 6yna BpaxeHa.
— Ane yomy? Hasiwo BnayTyBaTu 3apta?

— LUe HannpocTiwmnnm cnoci6 poskonotn IMnepito,— 3HywanbHO
MOCMIXHYBCS CipiaHWUH.— IHWI NpUYMNHKN, CNoAiBAlOCA, PO3TYMaAUYnUTb

LLopp KaH.

OxoH [opaoH He BUTpMMaB i CTpubHyB Bnepen, NpoOirHoOpyBasLUMU
3acTepexnmenin BUryk. BiH CNpuUTHO yxmnuBcsa Big napanilaTtopa, i

MOro Kyslaku obpyLumamncs Ha o6anuyys cynpoTUBHUKA.
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Ton BMaB, BOHW MOKOTWUAMCA nNO nianosi. Ane lopaoH He BCTUr

BUpBaTK 36poto. JIboaoBUN yaap CTPYCOHYB MOro — i HACTaB MOPOK...

OTamuBca BiH 3HOBY Yy NiXKY. binb po3namysas Tino. JliaHHa cuaina

nopyy i AnBMMIAca Ha HbOro cTypboBaHMMU CipUMKN ouymMma.

— 3apTte, BM 6ynn 6e3 TaAMM Oinbwe papobu! A Bxe nodana

XBUNOBATUCA...
BiH Hamarascs nNigHATUCSA, ane ii ManeHbKi pyKn NOKNann noro 3HoBY.

— He Tpeba, 3apte. BaM noTpibHO BIiAMNOYMTU, AOKM HEPBU He

OroBTAlOTbCH Bifl €NEKTPUYUHOIO yaapy.

BiH noanBmBecS B iNtoOMiHaATOpP. TaM K i paHiwe 6nunwanu 3ipku, YopHa
nnsama Xmapum Mamxe He 36inbwmnnaca. JliaHHa npocTtexuna 3a noro

MornsaoM.

— Mun netTnMo Ayxe WBWAKO, ane BCe X 3HaaobuTbCH Kinbka AHIB.

Mo>XnnBoO, We 3yCTpiHEMO NaTpy/ib.

— JliaHHO, 3anuwTe Hadilo Ha Uue,— npocTtorHas [OpAOH. —
«Mapkab» — kpencep IMnepii, noro NnponycTnTb 6yab-aKuUn NaTpysb.
A akwo Kopbyno Ha 4osi 3MOBM, TO BiH po3CTaBMB naTpyni Tak, wob

Kopabesib NpoOMNLLOB HEMOMIYEHUM.,

— S poBro paymana,— ckasana JliaHHa.— Kopb6byno — Bopor!

HewnmoBipHoO...
fOpAOH BXe He cyMHiBaBcs. [loka3u 6ynn 3aHaATO NepeKOHANBUMMN.

— YectonwbctBo wWTOBXAE nwoaen Ha BCce, a Kopbyno
yecTtontbHnn,— npomoBmB BiH. I panToM noaymMas npo iHWe:
«locnoau, ane konu Jlira Hanage Ha IMnepito, Ta 6yae 6e33axXnUCHOIO,

anxe GpJIOTOM KOMaHAYE 3paaHuK!»
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BiH 3 3ycnnniaM nigHAaBCS 3 f1KKa, He 3Ba)Katoum Ha npoTecTtun JliaHHMW.

— SKOU TiNbKM MM MOrAM cnosicTUTU TpooH! Ak6M 3Hanwnu cnocib

nonepeantn xan ApHa! JliaHHa noxmutana cBO€EK 6iNsiBOO ros1I0BOL0.

— borocsa, wo, Nokn My — nosioHeHi XMapu, Takol MOXJIMBOCTI He

6yane. Wopp KaH Uuboro He AonyCTUTb.

B ronosi y [XoHa [opAoOHa KPYyXNAB XaoC BiAOMUX | HEBIAOMUX
dakTopiB. AcHO byno Tinbkn oaHe. Bci BOHU, BeCb BcecBiT BBaXatoTb
noro 3apT ApHOoM. I TOMy AyMaloTb, WO BiH 3HAE cekpeT PynHiBHUKaA,

BigOMUA Tinbkn ApH Ab6acy i Moro cmHam.

Ocb YoMy Kopbyno pm3nkHyB peanizyBaTu naaH, SKMmM rnocunae noro
3 JliaHHot 6paHusmm o Xmapu! LWonHo LWopp KaH pi3HaeTbcs
TAaEMHMLLIO Ui€l 36poi, oMy Hivoro byae 6oatucsa gpnoty IMnepii, aKnm

KOMaHAYE OAMH 3 Moro noaen. BiH Hanage HeramHo!

«Mapkab» ™MuyaB ynepen. o Beyopa 3a 60pTOBMM 4acoMm BuA
30psAHOro Heba 3MiHMBCSA. TyMaHHiICTb OpioHa css1a Tenep Ha cxoai y
BCiM CBOIM Kpaci. A nonepeay, 3a rpaHUYHUMMN COHUAMU [anakTuUKu,

NOMITHO 36iNbWNBWNCL, TEMHINA NasiMa XMapwu.

Becb AeHb MOpAOH He 3HaxoauB cobi micus. Moro Myumna Tpusora 3a
JNliaHHy. O6bnasuB BClO KawTy — 6e3pe3ynbTaTHO. BiH 6e3 BaraHb
3yCcTpiB 6M 3 KynakaMu BCAKOro, XTO 3arfgHe cwgum, npote npo
NONIOHEHMX, 34aBanocs, 3abynn. 3annLwanocs 3HOBY | 3HOBY AOpiKaTH

cobi 3a Te, wo Ao3BoAMB JliaHHI NeTiTH.

Ane cama BOHa BXe He BuUrnsgana nependkaHol, KON 3BepHyiacs

[0 HbOro BBeYepi uboro 4OBroro AH4:

— 3apTe, rosIoBHe, WO MM NMOKKU pa3oM. MoOXNMBO, Kiflbka roguH — ue

BCE WacCT4, AK€ HaM 3aJ/Innocs.
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Moaymkn [opaoH BXxe ob6inMaB i, TOpKaBCHA KiHYMKaAMM nManbLiB

caro4oro sonoccs. BiH 3Mycus cebe ctpumaTumcs.

— Kpauue cnpobyinte 3acHyTH, JliaHHO. Ha nobpaHiy. BoHa 341MBOBaHO

noanBMNAcsa Ha HbOrO.
— Lo Tpanunocsa, 3apTe?

Hidyoro B »XWTTi BiH He NparHyB TakK, K 0b6iMHATWM Ti 3apa3. Ane...
3paanTtn 3apT ApHa, KU AOBIpUB MOMY CBOE Tifl0, CBOE XWUTTH, CBOE
im'a? Lle 6yna 6 i 3paga no BigHOWeEHHIO A0 caMoi JliaHHKW. Bo aKwWwo
BiH 3yMi€ noTpanuTtn Ao nabopatopii Ha 3eMni — BiH 3060B’A3aHUIN Ha
Le cnogiBatucs,— 3BiATWU BUMAe cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH. A TOM KOXaE€

MepH...

«[1po Wo TV AyMaEWw? — npowenoTiB NoOpAOHY NyKaBU BHYTPILLHIN
ronoc.— Bu Hikonn He BupBeTecs 3 XMapu. HaconogXxywncs cBOiM

LWacTaM 3apas, NMokKu Le MOXINBO!»
— He 6yaemo roBopuTH Npo KOXaHHS,— cka3aB [opAaoH.

— Ane, 3apTe,— BOHa He MOr/la nNpuxosaTu 3amByBaHHA.— LLle BUopa
BUW 3aMeBHSAMN, WO KOXaeTe MeHe! NopaoH rapsa4ykoBo LWYyKaB NOTPI6OHI

cfoBa.
— 3apT ApH Koxa€e MepH. B noBMHHI 3HaTU ue, JliaHHO.

34aMBYyBaHHSA Ha ii 06nnydi BuTicHMNa 6inb. FOpAOH O4YiKyBaB rHiBy,
ripkux Agokopis, cni3. [Jo BCbOro uboro BiH 6yB rotosun. Ane He A0
6onto, 3acturnoro B ii o4ax. «bor 3 HUM, 3 MoO€w obiysgHkow! —
3BaXXMUBCHA BiH HapewTi.— 3apT ApH, cnoAiBatlocd, MeHe MPOCTUTb>.

BiH CTynuB 4O Hel, B349B 3a pPYKY.
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— JliaHHO, 4 cka)xy BaM npaBAy. 3apT ApH He KOXa€E BacC, ane 4 Bac
kKoxat! — I kBanneo npoaoBXxyBaB: — A He 3apT ApH, 4 30BCiM iHWa

nAvHa. 3Hato, ue 3By4YnTb AUKO, ane...
BoHa cnanaxHyna.

— [aBanTe He 6yaemo binbwe 6pexaTtn, 3apTte. BiH nobauuns 3 Bupasy
it 06nnyysa, wo Bce nponano. BoHa, 3BiCHO, He nosipunia. 9K MOXHa
6yno gymaTu, Wo BoHa noBipnTb? Xiba caM BiH nosipmne 6m? Hi. I HixTO
y BCbOMYy 6e3kpanHboMy BcecsiTi. OgnH Benb KBeH 3HaB npo
daHTacTnuHi pocnign 3apT ApHa. Ane Benb KBeH MepTBuin. BoHa

ANBUMIACA HA HbOIO CMNOKIMHO i XONO4HO.

— BaM HeMae ceHcy Buragyeatu Ui AWUKiI ICTOpIl 3 PO34BOEHHAM
ocobucrocTi. 4 BCce 3po3yMina. Bu pobunun Te, WO BBaxanu 3a CBIi
060B’5130K. M060YNCD, WO 9 B OCTaHHIN MOMEHT MOXY BiAMOBUTUCS
Bi4 UbOro wnby, BU NMPUKUHYNIUCS 3aKOoXaHuM, wob 3abesneunTun

IMnepii niaTpumMky doManbrayra.

— JliaHHO, KNSHYCb, BU MOMUNISETECS — NpocTorHas 'opaoH.— Ane

SIKWO BW MeHi He BipuTe... BoHa Hibn He no4yna noro cnis.

— He Tpeba 6yno Tak pobutun, 3apTe. A He ripwe 3a Bac 3Halo,
HacKiNbku HeobxiaHa IMnepii niaTpMMKa MOro KoponisCcTea. SKLWO HaM
BAACTbCA MOBEPHYTUCS, S AOTPUMAKOCb CBOEI  06iUsHKM, €K
AOTPUMAETLCA 1l | MOE KOpOJIIBCTBO. A MOBiHYalOCb 3 BaMun, ajse Hal

Wb byae TinbKM NONITUYHO IPoto.

— [Hobpe, JliaHHO,— nNOBINILHO BUMOBMB BiH.— [1OBTOPIOO, S He

6pexaB BaM. Ane Ternep BXe BCE OHO.

BiH BkaszaB Ha inwoMiHatop. TaM, noxwupatunm 30psaHe Hebo,
po3pocTasiacsd 3/10BiCHa NyxanHa XMapu. JliaHHa KMBHYyNa.
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— Y Hac Masno waHciB BupBaTtncs 3 nasypis lWopp KoHa. Ane akuwo ue
TpanuTbCs, S 3anauwycs Balwokw cow3Huuetn. Ocobucti nouyTTs

HiYOro He 3Ha4aTb MOPIBHAHO 3 HEObXiaHICTIO NonepeanTn IMnepito.
[OpAOH pO3yMiB, WO Hagil 3a/IMLLAETLCA BCE MEHLIE | MeHLe.

«Mapkab», pyxal4uCb Ha rpaHU4YHIN WBMAKOCTI, Habnuxasca [0
XMapu. Y Ul «HiY», KoM BOrHi Kopabnsa noTbMAHINM, FOpAOH nexas
Ha CBOEMY JiXKY, FpKO pPO3MIpKOBYIOUYM Mpo Te, WO 404 3irpana 3
HUM HaM3NiWWn XapT B icTopii noacTtea. [iBUnMHa y KaloTi Koxana
Noro, i BiH 1i Ay>xe KoxaB. Ane HaBiTb AKLWO BCe 3aKiHYMTbCA A06pe,
TO HEMMOBIpPHA NpipBa NPOCTOPY i Yacy HaBiKWM pPO3AiNUTbL iX, | BOHA

BCe XUTTA 6yae BBaXaTtn Moro 6esyecHuM.

Y KOCMIYHIN XMapi
NMPOKMHYBLWMCb HACTYMHONo paHKy, BOHWM nobaumnm, wo Xmapa

nonepeay crana KonocanbHow. Ii BenuyesHa nnsMa 3alkiMana
niBHeba — 3rycrtoKk 3BUXPEHOI TeMpsiBU, SAKMA NpPOCTAr HaBCibiy
KownaTi BiAPOCTKM, HEMOB CMNpyT, WO OXONJKE CBOIMU YOPHUMMU
WwynanbuamMmn Nanaktuky. «Mapkab» cynpoBo)XyBanu Tenep 4oTupwu
MacUBHUX BOMOBUX KOCMOIeTa 3 YOPHMM KOJIOM Ha Kopnyci — repbom
Jlirm TeMHux CsiTiB. BOHW MWK Tak 61M3bKO | TaK TOYHO 3PiBHABLUMU

LUBUAKOCTI, Wwo 6yno BMAHO BCi aeTani.

— MoxHa 6yno nepenbauntn, wo LWopp KaH Buwnie eckopTt,—
npowenoTina JliaHHa. BoHa rnaHyna Ha [opaoHa.— BiH gymae, wo

TAaEMHMUSA PynHIBHMKA Y HbOIO B pyKax.

— JliaHHO, Hexan Bac He Typbye xo4va 6 ue,— ckasas NlopaoH.— BiH

HIKO/IM HE BUTSANHE 3 MeHe Ui€l TAEMHMUL.
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— 4 3Hato, BM He 3paauTe IMnepito. Ane, KaxyTb, BUeHi Jlirm — Benuki
MancCTpu CTapOBMHHUX TOPTYp. BOHM MOXYyTb BMpBaATM Y Bac

TaEMHMUIO. TOpAOH KOPOTKO 3acCMisABCA.
— He pymato. Wopp KaH nobaunTb, WO CUAbHO NpopaxyBaBCs.

M’'aTb kopabniB Habnuxanuca o Xmapu. BcecBiT nonepeay Hux,
3[1aBanocs, 3aTarysaB YopHun auMm. I ocb, 36epiratoum TiCHUN CTpIn,
eckaapwunbs nipHyna y Xmapy. HaBkono 3akypunacs iMmna. He nosHa
TemMpsiBa, a MNoxMypa, TeMHa iMna, sKka 34aBasacd AMMOM nNicns

61MCKy4oro camea BigKpUTOro Hebocxuny.

KocMiyHMM nua, 3 SKOro cknaganacs TYMaHHICTb, BUSIBUBCSA He
HaCTiNbKN TYyCTUM, SK BBaXaB [0opAoH. JlMwe 4epe3 BennyesHi
po3Mipn XMapa Burnsanasna 30BHi HEMPOHMKHO YOPHOKD. A 3cepeanHu
ue 6yno uapcrteso 6e3npocsBiTHOro, 6e3 KiHUSA | Kpatk, TyMaHy,
NiACBIYEHOro piAKICHUMU TbMAHUMU COHUAMU. BOHU MepexTinn Kpisb
neneHy, HEMOB 3a4apoBaHi CBITUAbHUKKU. Eckaapwunbsa npounwna
nobnn3y OAHIEI 3 TyTewWwHiX naaHeTHUX cuctem, i FopaoH nobauums
6e3pagicHi CBiTW, 3aHypeHi y Bi4Hi cyTiHkM. Cnigytoyn HeBMANMUM
NPOMEeHsM pagapis, kopabni BTarysanuca y Xmapy. Ane rasibMyBaHHS

rno4vasocs TiIbKW HACTYMNHOro AHS.

— HaneBHO, BXe 6nM3bKo,— ckasaB [opaoH. JliaHHa KMBHYyNa i
BKasasia Ha inoMiHaTtop. [Janeko nonepeny y TyMaHHOMY ceprnaHKy

CBiTUNAcsa TbMAHO-4YepBOHa 3ipKa.

— Lle coHue TannapHu,— npowenoTina BoHa.— Cronuui Jlirm TeMHnx

CaiTiB.

MoBiNbHO TArNUCa roaMHu. Ha eckagpunbtlo obpyLllyBanmncsa noTOKM

MeTeopuTiB, Kopabni BeCcb 4Yac MaHeBpyBas/u, 3MIiHIOOUYN KypC.
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LLLOXBUAMHW NyHanNuU MPOHU3MNBI CBUCTKU TPUBOrn. HesACHI ynamku
BMHUKANM 3 iMNN i TYT Xe 3HMKANU Yy crasaxaxX aTOMHOro BOrHIO.
I 3HOBY fnuvwWe 3/10BiCHE 3eneHyBaTe CAWBO rasy, WO Ha3uBaBCH
Konncb Hebyniem, ocsasBano ui HebesneuHi obnacti KocMmocy. Ane
wopasy, gk «Mapkab» BuxoamB Yy 6inbl poO3piAXKEHUU panoH,

nonepeay Bce 6/Mx4ye nasano YepBOHE COHLE.

— TannapHa HepgapMma cTana CcrTosiMuero,— ckasana JliaHHa. —

Yy>XOMY He npopBaTUCA Kpi3b LI 3aC/IOHMU...

TbMgHa 3ipka 6nuvwana y cepui TeMpsiBU, HEMOB 3J/1iCHE MUJIbHE OKO.
€O0MHa nnaHeTa, TannapHa, TexX crnpasfisisla MOTOPOLUHE BpPaXXeHHS.
Binbwy 4actuHy T1i, 9K rpubok, nokpuBanu AuBHI 6ini AXYHrNi.
YopHW oKeaH 34inMaB ebeHOBI XBWNi, sKi BigbnBann KpmuBase CBITN0
coHusl. Kopabni, ysivwoBwK B aTtMocdepy, Habnumxanuca Ao
LUMKIONIYHOro Micta. BenuuesHi, KazapMeHOro BuAay 4YopHi byaisni
BULWMKYBaNNCA nNpaBUIbHUMKU psaamMn, Hibn nosku, roToBi A0

HacTyny.

JliaHHa TUXO0 CKpuKHYynNa. BoHa BKa3asla Ha HeCKiHYeHHi paaun OO0KiB
3a MictoM. [opaoH nobaumB TUCadi 6Bomosux kopabnis. Hemos

Mypaxu, Nopy4d CHyBanu noau.

— Ue nuwe ogHa 3 ixHiX 6a3,— ckas3ana JliaHHa.— Jlira HabaraTo

CUNbHILWE, HXX MW BBaXarsnwu.

— Ane O6patr 36epe BCcw Miub IMnepii,— npomoBuB [OpAOH,
HaMaratumcb MobopoTU XaxNMBE MNOYUYYTTS TPUBOIrMU, SIKE OXOMUIO

noro.— I B noro posnopsaxeHHi PynHiBHUK. Akbu BiH we 3HaB npo

3paay!
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«Mapkab» cnyckaBca [0 KosiocanbHOi KybiuHoi 6yaisni. Kopabni

€CKOPTY 3aBUCNN Y MOBITPI.

Kpencep npnseMnnBCs y LUEHTPiI BEIMKOro, obropoa)XXeHoro BUCOKUM
MYpPOM MangaHuyunka. 3ycibiu oo Hboro 6irnu congatn-xmMapHuku, éniai
NOAN Y YOPHUX MyHAMPaAX. 3a KiflbKa XBUAWH A0 KaloTu yBinwan TepH

Enbapepn i He3HanoMumi odiuep.

— Mwu npubynun, i a pisHaecda, wo LWopp KaH xo4ye 6auntm Bac
HeramHo,— ckasaB [opAoHYy 3paaHuK.— llonepeaxar — onnpaTucs

MapHo.

fopAOH BXe ABivi ni3HaB Ha cobi gito NnapanizaTopa, i BMOBAATU MO0

He 6byno noTpebu. BiH BCTas, TpuMatoun JliaHHY 3a pyKy, i KUBHYB.
— [ob6pe. Yum wBKMaLle BCe CKIHYNTBLCS, TUM Kpalle.

BoHn Bunwnm 3 kopabns, cneuianbHi 3piBHIOBaAYi KOMMNeEHCyBan
PI3HMLIO Y TAXIiHHI. [1oBiTpS 6yN0 XO0N0OAHUM, MOYYTTS NPUrHIYEHOCTI
nocuaoBasoca MNOXMypMM MOPOKOM, WO 3ryllyBaBCd pas3oM i3
3axX040M 4YepBOHOro COHUS. XONOAHUW, MOXMYPWUN, BiYHHO OMOBUTUN
CeprnaHKoM, LUen CBIT y cepui XMapu Buaascsa opaoHY BiANOBIAHUM

MicueM ANna HapoAXKeHHSA 3MOBUW, CMPSAMOBAHOI Ha PO3KoJ anakTuUku.

— Ocb [epk YHaic, oagnH 3 Ton-odiuepiB Jlirm,— rosopms TMM 4yacoMm

CcipiaHnH.— lMpuHLY 3apT ApH i npuHueca JliaHHa, [depk.

XMapHuK 6yB We MonoamM, ane Ha noro Kkpacueomy 6nigomy obsnyui

6yna neyaTtb aHaTU3My. BiH BKNOHUBCA.

— BoXab yeka€e Hac.
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Y noro o4yax npoManmHyna ickpa TopxectBa. opaoH 3po3yMmiB —
XMapHWUKWN MOBWHHI paditu. ApH A66ac ybutuin, 3axonnieHo 4neHa

KOpPOJiBCbKOI CiMT...

— Croan,— ckasas [epk YHAIC, Konu BOHM yBinwnu go éyaisni. I 3
ropAicTtio aodas, 3BepTatouncb A0 opaoHa: — 34MBOBaHI? Tak, Mu

YHUKAEMO HeNoOTpiObHOI pO3KOLLi.

Y noxmypux 3anax BenuyesHoi 6yaiBni naHyBana crnapTaHCbKa
npocToTa. Hivyoro Big NUMWHOCTI iMNepaTopCbKOoro nanauy Ha TpOOHI
Ta >XXOAHOI NKAWMHM B UMBINbHOMY o0A4s3i. BigyyBanocd, wWo TyT —

LLEHTPp BiMCbKOBOI AEp>KaBW.

BoHn nigivunn o Baxkux aBepenl. OXOpOHUI 3 aTOMHUMMU

PYLWHULUAMU PO3CTYNUNUCA, | ABepi BIiAYNHNNNCA.

KiMHaTa 6yna we 6inbll He3aTULWHO, HiX iHWi npumiweHHa. CTin,
XXOPCTKIi CTinbui — ocCb i BCSA obcTaHoBKa. YonoBiK, 9KMM cuaiB 3a
CTosIOM, BCTaB. BiH 6yB BMCOKMM i LWIMPOKOM/eYnM, poKiB COpoOKa.
KOpOTKO CTpuXeHe YopHe BOSI0CCS, eHeprinHe xyaopnsiee obnmnyug,

MPOHWU3NNBI YOPHI OUi...

— Wopp KaH, BoXxab TeMHux CBIiTiB! — 3axonsieHHO oroJsiocus [epk

YHaic.— lNonoHeHi gocTaBsieHi, naHe!

Yinknin nornaa Wopp KaHa nomauas opaoHa, MUILUeM KOB3HYB MO

JliaHHIi | 3BepHYBCA 00 cUpiaHUA:

— BigmiHHa poboTa, TepH! Bu i Henn Kopbyno agoBenu cBO BigAaHICTb
Benukin cnpasi Jlirn. I Jlira He 3anuwnTbCca nepen samm y 6opry...
A 3apa3, wob YHMKHYTM nigo3pun, noseptamtecsa Ao IMmnepii Ta

NPUEAHYUTECH A0 (DOTY.
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— Bawa myapictb 6e3MexHa, naHe! — knauHyB Kabnykamm TepH

Enbapen.— FotoBui BUKOHATU Byab-s1Ke HOBE po3nopsaaXXeHHs!

— Bwu Tex BinbHi, Aepk,— kuBHyB LLopp KaH.— 4 gonuTaio Hawwux

rocten. [lepk YHAic 3HiTMBCS.

— 3anmwnTn Bac 3 HUMK, naHe? LLllonpaBaa, BoHM 6e336poinHi, ane...

AnKTaTop HUWIBHO NoAMBUBCA Ha odiuepa.

— Bwn BBaxaeTte, 9 noBuHEH 604aTUCA aKOrocb cnabocnnbHOro
iMnepaTopCcbKoro cnHa? Xiba MinbMOHWM NOAEN He rOTOBiI 3 padicTio
BiAAaTW CBOI XUTTH B iM’ HawWOi BeNMKOi cnpaBu? Xiba xTo-Hebyab 3
HUX BIACTYNUTb nepep Hebe3nekow, Koau Bi4 MOro camoBigfaHOCTI
3aNeXnTb YCNiX Hawux rpaHAaiosHUx nnadie? Mu 3p006yaemo
nepemory! 3amMeMo CBOE 3aKoHHe Micue B [anakTuui, BiABOKEMO
noro y xaaibHoi IMnepii, sska nparHe npuMpeKTU HAC Ha Bi4YHe
XXUBOTIHHS Y UMX TeMHUX cBiTax! Boptounchb 3a cninbHy cnpasy, Xiba

MOXE BOX/Ab AYMATW NPO CBOK MEPCOHY?

[epk YHAaiC BKNOHUBCA peBHO, 3 6bnaroroBiHHAM. TepH Engpen Tex.

O6bunasa BUNLWNKM 3 KIMHATMW.

LLlonHO ABepi 3a HMMM 3a4YMHUNUCS, cyBope obnunyuusa Lopp KaHa
noM’sakwano. Boxab Jlirm onycTMBCA Ha CTineub i AMBUMBCA Ha

MOJIOHEHUX, WNPOKO MOCMiXak4nChb.

— Sk BaM Mos npoMoBa, 3apT ApH? — nouikaBuscs BiH.— CNpUTHO A

iX, npasBaa? Wo pobutn — noasam nogoba€eTbcsa noaibHa HiceHITHULA.
PanTtoBa 3MiHa y noro noseAiHui 6yna AMBOBUXHOIO.

— OTXe, BM caMi He BipuTe y ue? — 3anutas OpaOH.
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— Xiba a9 cxXoxunm Ha ipiota? Taki cnoBa roaaTbCa nuwe AN
6oxeBinbHMX daHaTukiB. Ane daHaTUKM — rosI0BHA pyLWinHa cuna,
OCb i goBoauTbCS...— BiH npuBiTHO BKasaB Ha cTinbui.— CiganTe.
S 6u 3anponoHyBaB BUMNUTK, ane He TpMMal TYyT Hi4oro Ttakoro. He
Aaun 6or, 3HMKHe npeKkpacHa nereHga npo cyesope xuttsa Lopp KaHa,
Npo Moro BiaAaHiCTb 060B’A3KY, NPO MOro HEBMNMHHY Npauko Ha 6naro

Hapogais Jlirun...

BiH AMBMBCSA Ha HWUX 3i CNOKIMHUM LMHI3MOM, 3 XONOAHUM BUPA30OM Y

3ipKNUX YOPHUX OYaxX.

— 4 6araTo 4yoro 3Hato npo Bac, 3apT ApH. Bu ckopilwie BYEHUI, HiX
NOAWMHA Aaina, 3aTe BM AOCUTb PO3YMHIi. Ta 1 npuHueca JliaHHa, Bawa
Hape4yeHa, ax HigK He AypHa. A 3 pO3yMHUMU NOAbMU PO3MOBNATH
NPUEMHie. He Tpeba HeCcTn TpicKy4yy HICEHITHMUI MNpo 4ecCTb,

060B’A30K, NPO Haly iICTOPUUHY MiCilo...

Tenep, KON nepuwe 34MByBaHHA MUHYNO, OpAOH BXe PO3yMiB TPOXU
LbOro BOXASA, iM’A SKOro HaBucasno TiHHIO Hang YCi€w [anakTukoro.
HaasBuyamHO po3yMHUM, ane B TOM Xe 4ac i HACTIIbKN X LUHIYHURA,
6e3xanicHMM, rocTpumn i XonoaHUKM, K Ne3o Mmeya,— TakmMm bys LLopp

KaH.

[OpAOH BiAYYB AMBHE NMOYYTTH HEMOBHOLIHHOCTI. [lepeBara y cuni Ta
XUTPOCTi 6yno Ha 6oui CcynpoTUBHUKA. YCBIAOMNEHHS LbOro nuue

3arocTproBasio MOro HeHaBUCTb.

— Bun yekaeTe CrokinHOI AinoBoi po3MoBKU? [1icna TOro, K BUKpanum
MeHe Ta Ha Aoaady nocrtaBunm knenmo batbkoB6buBui? LLopp KaH

3HMN3aB rNnJje4vynmMa.
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— S npunyckato, Wo BaM HernpueMHo. Ane Bu MeHi noTpibHi! I naBHO
BXe 6ynm 6 TyT, AKbu He BuUNagoK.— BiH CKpywWHO NOXUTaB
rosioBoo.— Bce npekpacHO Cn/JaHOBAHO, MepewKkoaAn YCYHeHi,
Kopbyno HagaB MOBHWUW po3Ksaa naTpyniB y panoHi 3emni...
I panTtoM, gK Ha rpix, usg aHTapecbka eckaapwunbsa! OT MeHi W
AO0BEN0CAa BULIYKYBATU iHWI WNgaXn, NpuHUE. 30KpeMa, HanpaBuUTuU
BaM KOMMNpoMeTytoye nocnaHHsa. Kopbyno, 3po3yMino, mMaB Hakas
«BUKPUTM» MOro Kyp’epa, a NoTiM CNpUATKU Bawin BTedi. XTO X nicns

LLbOro 3aCyMHiBaeTbcs, Wwo ApH A6baca B6unin came Bu?
— BuxoauTtb, agMipan Kopbyno gincHo npautoe Ha Bac?
LLlopp KaH nocMixHyBCS.

— B’tocb 06 3aknaa, Ans Bac ue BaXKun yaap, npasaa? BiH MapuTb
B/1aA0l0, MapuUTb BJIACHUM 30pPSHUM KOPOMIBCTBOM. I MpuXoBY€E CBOI
6axkaHHa nig Mackow rpybyBaToro, YeCHOro cnyx)aku, ynbneHus
FanakTukn. Ane BaM byae NpuMEMHO Ai3HaTuUcs, wo, KpiMm Kopbyno,
Hac NIATPUMYIOTb AaNieKo He BCi YMHOBHWUKKM Ta odiuepu IMnepii.
Bcboro 4onoBik ABaausTb. Lboro, npasaa, BUCTauuTb, wWo6
no36aenTtn IMnepito BCiX WaHCIiB, KONU Ainae A0 CrpaBXHbOro Aina.

[lopaoOH NoaaBcd Bnepea.
— I konn ue 6yane?

[loBenuTenb Xmapu
LLopp KaH BiAKWMHYBCS Ha CMNMHKY CTinbus.

— A 0oCb Ue, AOpOruK MpUHL, NEBHOK MipOK 3asexuTb Big Bawoil

3rogn cnisnpautoBaTy.

— TobTo 3paauTn IMmnepito? — He BuUTpuMana JliaHHa. Boxaa Jliry ii

Cc/ioBa He 36eHTeXunu.
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— MoxxHa Ha3BaTu i Tak. He bygeMo cnepeyaTtmncs npo TepMiHn.— BiH
HaxXMNMUBCA BNepen, i Noro pyxamee obnmnyuysa Cctano CEpMO3HUM.—
4 rpato Biakputo, 3apTte. 3apa3 Haw dnoT HabaraTto cunbHiwe
iMNepcbKoro i kKpauwe o036poeHnn. Mm pospobunmn abcontoTHO HOBUN

TN 36poi, BOHA po3i6’e Bac BLLEHT.

— LUe He BigkpuTa rpa, a 6ned,— 3aysaxus lopaoH.— Lo ue we 3a

HoBa 36pos?

— He nocniwante, npuHue. He 6yay BaaBaTucs y AeTani, CKaxy
nvue, wWwo BOHA BpaXaE BOPOXi Kopabni 3cepeanHu.— [AukTaTop
LMHIYHO NocMixHyBcs.— AK i agmipan Kop6byno ... CnoBoM, MM AaBHO
po3daBunn 6 IMmnepito, He 6yab OAHIEl nMepewkoan. PyWHIBHMKA.
Y Kopbyno HeMa€Ee Ao HbOro aoctyny. JlereHan Npo MOro »axamey
cuny Moxnmeo nepebinblweHi, xoda i He no3basneHi niacras. [Bi
TUCAYI poKiB TOMY Baw npeaok bpeHH bBip 3a gonoMorot PymnHiBHUKA
poO3rpoMmnB arpecopis 3 MarennaHosux xmap. [dante MeHi uw 36poto,

3apT ApH!
>XoH NopaoH 3a3panerigb NiaroTyBaBcs A0 TaKOi pO3MOBM.
— HaToMicTb BM NMPOMNOHYETE MEHi 30psHE KOPONiBCTBO?

— Hi,— piBHUM ronocoM sBumosuB LLlopp KaH.— A paapyto Bam Bnagy

Ha4 ycieo [anakTukoto!

fopaoH 6yB npuronoMweHnn HaxabcTeoMm Uiel NtoaAnHN. B HboMy 6yno

WOoCb npurosioMmwsinBe.

— Bwu obiysnn rpatu Biakputo,— BigpizaB [opAoH.— SK 9 MOXYy

noBipnTU, WO, 3aBOOBaBLWN ["anakTUKy, BN BigaacTe 1l MeHi?

LLlopp KaH X0104HOKPOBHO MOACHUB:
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— Hy, 3po3yMino, MoBa mnae He Npo CripaBXHiO Bnaay. Bn otpumaere
BUWMM CaH, a ue pi3Hi peudi. [licna Hawoi nepemMorn noao0BUHA
[@NaKTUKKU 3HEeHaBuUAUTb MeHe 4K y3ypnartopa. [loyHyTbCcH
3aBopyuwleHHs, 6yHTuW... Hasiwo ue? Po3yMmHiwe 6yae BUCYHYTU 3apT
ApHa, npsaMoro cnaakoemusa ApH A66aca, a camMoMy cTaTuM BalwuM
AOBipeHUM paaHUKOM.— BiH nMocMixHyBca.— bauuTte, 49K Bce
CKNagaeTbcsa? 3akOHHMM  iMNepaTop, HapoA  padi€, Hiakux
3aBopyuweHb. Bu 3 JTiaHHOK HACOMIOAXYETECH PO3KILLWI0 i 3arasibHUM
MOKMOHIHHAM, 4 > 3a40BOJIbHAKCA pPOJUIK0 CWUIbLHOI NIOAMHM 3a

NalTyHKaMM TPOHY.

— A 4dKWwo 3aKOHHOMY iMNepaTopy 3aMaHeTbCA nepeTacyBaTu

KapTu? — nouikasmecsa MopaoH. Lopp KaH po3cMmisaBcs:

— He 6yae uboro, 3apte! Aapo 36poMHUX CnN CKIaAyTb BipHi MeHi
XMapHukn! — BiH nigHaBcsa.— Lo ckaxeTe? 3apa3s, 3BM4anHo, Ha Bac
nexaTb BaXKi 3BMHYBa4yeHHsA. Ane iX HEBAXKO 3HATU, i BN CTaHeTe

HanbinbwKnm BonoaapeM y icropiil 3roga? NopaoH 3HM3aB nyeymma.

— botocsa, B papeMHO BTpadaeTe 4yac. Pid y TiM, WO 49 HiKonu, 3a

XXOAHUX 06CTaBMH He BMAAM TaEMHULUiI PynHiBHUKA.

BiH ouikyBaB cnanaxy rHiBy, O4HAK B o04aX AMKTATOpa 3’9BUJIOCH

NMe nNerke posvyapyBaHHS.

— S cnoaiBaBcs, BW A0OCUTb PO3YyMHIi, wWo6, BiAMOBUBLUUCL BIA
YCINNAKNX HICEHITHMLb, Ha KWITANT NaTpioTU3My, BipHOCTi 060B’S13KY Ta

iHLWOro HenoTpeby, Tpoxun nogymaTtun. JliaHHa cnanaxHyna.
— 3BiCHO, BaM BOHW He NMPUHOCATb KOPUCTI, pa3 IX Yy Bac HeMae€!

Llopp KaH HacynuBcs, ane Bce e, MabyTb, 6e3 rHisy.
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— Tak, y MeHe iX HeMa€E,— noroanBecH BiH.— AAXXe Lo Take, no CyTi,
BCi Ui 4yaoBi AKoCTi? Bcboro nuwe igei, aKi HoMyCcb BUAAKTbLCA NIIOAAM
nigHeceHMMM Ta 3a 9Ki BOHM NOMUpPaoTb. A peanict. A HiKon He nigy
Ha CMepTb 3apagun MOPOXHbOI iaei.— BiH 3HOBY MNoBepHyBCA A0
f[opaooHa.— He 6yaeMo rosopuTtn Npo ue 3apas. Bu sBTommnucs, saui
HepBW Hamnpy»XeHi, BU He B 3MO3i NpUNMaTK pilleHHd. BignoynHbTe.
SKWO BM NpUCAyXaETecsa A0 roaocy po3yMmy, To HaneeBHO nobauuTte,
Lo s Mak pauito.— BiH noMmoBYyaB.— A 4KLW,0 BigMOBUTECSH, 3'ABUTbCH
Ay>XXe HenpueMHa anbTepHaTuBa... Afie 9 He MOorpoXyw BaMm, 3apTe!
S He BMMaratoTb Wo6 BU MUWAN 3i MHOI B iM’SS AKMXOCb BULLMX ioen.

S NpocTo cnoAaiBatocs, Wo BM 3a4aTHI 6aunTu BNacHy Buroay.

Boxab Jlirm HAaTUCHYB KHOMKY Ha cToni. [lBepi BigYMHNNNCA, 3’ABUBCA

epk YHaic.

— Buainite NpuUHLY i NOro Hape4eHin Kpauli KiMHaTn,— cka3sas LLopp
KaH.— OxopoHa noBuHHa 6yTM HaAQinHOW, ane HENOMITHO.

HanmeHwni nposie Henosarn éyge cyBopo KapaTucs.

Jepk YHAIC MOBYKM BKNOHUBCA. [OpAOH B34B pPyKy JliaHHWU, | BOHU
BUAWNM 3 nNpuMilleHHs. Kpokywouu KopuaopamMum Ta CXoAaMu
noxmyporo 6yaunHky, [opooH He Mir no3byTuca HenpueEMHOro

BiauyTT4, Wo Wopp KaH rpa€e 3 HMM, 4K KillKa 3 MULLEID.

[Micna 3axo4y COHUSA XaxnvMBa UuUuTajenb Haragysajia TEMHUUIO.
MOOAMHOKI HACTiHHI  CBITWIbHUKKM ©6ynn  6e3cuni  po3ciaTu  Hid
kKopugopie. KiMHaTh, BigBedeHI MONOHEHUM, He Bigpi3HAnuc4
po3Kiwwt. Foni cTiHKM, rpybi Mebni, cnini NPAMOKYTHUKKM BIiKOH...

[epk YHAIC BigBaXXnB NpUMYLLUEHNI YKIiH.
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— Bwn 3HanpeTe TyT BCe HeobxigHe. llonepeaxat: Buxoan aobpe
oXopoHsatTbcs. Odiuep niwos. JliaHHa cTtosna 6ina BikHaA, CTPYHKA,

b6e33axucHa. Y NlopaoHa nepexonuso noaunx.

— Ak6wu g, JliaHHO, Mir BpsATyBaTK Bac UiHO PynHiBHUKA, 9 6 3pobuB

Le,— TUXO0 BUMOBMB BiH. BoHa obepHynacs.
— Hi! MNMoku Wopp KaH BaraerTbcs, € WaHC, Wo 3paay byae po3kpuTo.

— botocq, Takux waHciB Mano,— ckasaB [opaoH.— BTikTM 3Bigcu

HEeMOXNMBO. TOHKI naedi JliaH onycTuauncs.

— Tak, a9 po3yMil0 ue,— npolwenoTiyla BOHa.— HaBiTb AKWO MU

AKMMOCb ANBOM BTEYHEMO, HAM HeE 3HaANTU Aoporu 3 Xmapu.

Xmapa! Tyt BoHa 6ynio HeboM, TeMHUM, 6e330pSAHUM, FHITIOYMM. BoHa
He aasasia 3abyTn Npo TPUAbNUOHU KYBIYHNUX MUTb MOXMYPOro MOPOKY,

SAKMW Bigpi3as iX Big BiIbHUX NPOCTOpPiB @NakTUKWU.

TannapHa He cnana. [eoMeTpuyHO npaBUIbHUMKU MaricTpansaMmu

MPOHOCUINCS BaHTAXIiBKWU. 3 AasIeKUX AOKiB AOSIMHAB rpiM.

[OpAOH Npunir Ha AWBAH Yy BiTaNnbHi, He CNoAiBak4YUCb, WO 3MOXe
3acHyTu. OaoHak npupoada B3s/la CBOE — BTOMJIEHe Tino Biapasy

3aHYpPUSIOCS Y BaXXKUN, CXOXUNA HA HAPKOTUYHWUIA, COH.

Po36yanB Moro MepTBOTHUWM, Cipui CBiTaHOK. JliaHHa cuaina Ha Kpato

AnBaHa. BoHa 3nerka no4yepBoHina.

— S pymana, Bu BXe He cnute, 3apTe. CHigaHOK rotoBnin. BoHa He
Taka noraHa, us >XuBuibHa pignHa. Xo4ya, 3BMYAMNHO, MOXe |

HabpuAHYTKN.

— He aymato, Lo Hac NpoTpUMarTb TYT HACTi/IbKU AOBIFrO,— MOXMYpPO

cka3aB ['opaoH. BoHa KMHYyla Ha HbLOIO LWBUAKUIM nornaa.
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— Bun BBaxaeTte, Wopp KaH 3axajae€ Big Bac TaEMHUUIO PynHIBHUKA

BX€& CbOrogHi?

— botocs, wo Tak,— BiAnNoBiB BiH.— AKLWO TiNIbKN PYNHIBHUK YTPUMYE
noro Bi4 Hanady, TO BiH 3axo4e Ai3HAaTUCS NPO HbOro BCe SAKOMOra

WwBuaLLe.

MpOTAroM ycCcbOro AOBroro AHs, MOKW TbMSHE COHUE 3 MNOXMYpPOI
NOBINIbHICTIO NOB3/10 HN3bKNUM HEOOM, BOHU Yekann BMKIuky o LLopp
KaHa. Ane nuwe nig sedip 3’aBuBcAa [lepK YHAIC y CynpoBoOAi YOTUPbOX

036poeHnX congaTtis. Monoann aHaTUK 3HOBY HISIKOBO BKJ/TOHUBCS.

— Boxab xoue 6aunTtn Bac, npuHue. OAHOro,— LWBUAKO A0AaB BiH,

Konu JliaHHa 3pobuna Kpok.
Oui B Hel crnanaxHynu.
— A nigy pa3oM 3 3apTomMm!

— Mepenpoluyto, ane y MeHe Hakas,— XOJIOAHO 3anepeunB [epk

YHaic.— Bu noete, 3apt?

JliaHHa, o4yeBMAHO, 3po3yMina, WO 3anepedvysatun 6e3rnysno, i
BiacTtynuna. FopaoH He BUTpMMaB, Ni4inWoB A0 Hel, B34B i 06nnyug

B AOJIOHI i nouinyBas.
— He xBuntouTecs, JliaHHO.

Ha aywi y Hboro 6yno KencbkKo, Konun BiH KpokyBas 3a [epkK YHAiICcoM
NOXMYypuUMKN Kopugopamm uutageni. BiH 6ys BneBHeHMn, wo 6aums
JliaHHY BOoCTaHHE. MoXxe, TaK HaBiTb Kpawle, nogyMas BiH. 3abyTn ii y
CMepTi, HiX BiYHO HOCUTK Yy cobi NamM’aTb Npo 6e3NoBOPOTHO BTpayeHe

KOXaHHA!
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MpuMilleHHA, KyaAWM BOHM HapewTi npubynu, He 6yno cxoxe Ha
BUOpalWHin kabiHeT. Lle 6byna nabopaTtopis. Hag MeTtanesnM CTO/IOM
HaBMUCaB MAaCUBHUN KOHYC, 3’€AHAHNN KabensaMu 3 SKMMOCb CKAaAHUM
anapaToM, B Haapax SKOro HeEpBOBO KOMMpcanucs ABa XyAOpnsaBUX

XMapHUKa.
LLiopp KaH BignycTuB KOHBOM i Niginwos Ao NopaoHa:

— Bignoumnnn? Ocb i uyygoso. Lo Bu Bupiwwnnan? opaoH 3HU3aB

nae4dymma.
— 4 BXe KasaB. { He MOXY BMUAATU TAEMHULULIO PyNHIBHUKA.
BupasHe obnnyus LWLopp KaHa 3nerka 3miHUIocs.

— Lo X, po3yMito,— nomMoBYaBLIN, CKa3asB BiH.— Tpaauuii, 3BUYKH,
crepeoTunu... Po3yMm 6e3cunmit yacoM npotu uporo? — Moro oui
3BYy3unnucb.— Tenep cnyxamte, 3apte. Buyopa sa 3ragaB npo
HEeNnpPUEMHY anbTepHaTUBY, 9Ka BUHUKHE Yy pa3i Bawlol BigMOBU. A He
XOTiB BAaBaTucs y nogpobuui, 60 cnogisaescs Ha Ao06poBiNbHY 3roay.
Ane Tenep BM MeHe 3MyuwyeTe... OTXe: Xxo4yeTe BM 4M Hi, ane 4

OTpMMato BCO HeObXigHY iHdpopMauito.
— HeBxe, TOpTypn? — nupxHyB opaoH. LWopp KaH ckpuBuBCS.

— Hasiwo x Tak rpy6o, 3apt? A npoTtn TOopTyp. Llen ctapoBUHHUN
Cnoci6 He TiNbKM He eCcTeTUYHUK, a N BEeNbMU HeHadinHun.— BiH
BKa3aB Ha Ccrapworo 3 yyeHux.— KinbKa poKiB TOMY BiH CTBOpPWB
anapaTt, Skunm a9 6yB 3MyLIEeHMM 3acTocyBaTuM Aekinbka pasie. Le
AYMKOCKON, sikuin BW 6auymTte. BiH 34unTye iHdoOpMauito 3 MO3KY:
npoMauye HenpoHn, 6yaye CXeMU CUHOMTUYHUX 3'€AHAHb |

NepeTBOPIOE LU0 (Pi3NUYHY KapTUHY Ha 3HAHHSA, SKUMWN BOJIOAIE 06’EKT
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AOCNIAXEeHHSA. 3 Woro AonoMOrow We A0 CBiTaHKy TaeMHUUSA

PynHiBHUKa 6yae MoO€.
— 3HoBy 6ned,— ckaszaB NopaoH. LLopp KaH noxmutas ronosoto.

— Hi. byabTe BNeBHEHi — AYMKOCKOM BUCMOKYE 3 BallnX 3BUBUH BCE.
€, wonpasda, O4AMH HIOAHC — 30HAYBaJlbHi NPOMEHi 3a KifibKa roauH
poO3pMBalOTb Y MO3KY BCi CUMHOMTUYHI 3B’43KW. [0 KiHUA ceaHcy

NtoANHa CTa€E NOBHUM iAiOTOM.

[opAoH noxonos. BiH yXe He cyMHiBaBcs, wo Wopp KaH roBopuTb
npasay. HeWMOBIpHO — ane UiZIKOM  MOX/MBO AN HayKu
ManbyTHbOro! IHCTPYMEHT, SKMW YMTAE AYMKW i, UMTalO4n, PYUHYE

MO30K!..

— MeHi gyxe He Xo4yeTbCs MOro 3acrocoByBaTu! — NpoaoBXXyBaB
LLlopp KaH.— Bu noTpibHi MeHi, sk ManbyTHIin iMnepaTop. Ane y MeHe

Hemae Bubopy. [>XOH NopAoH HEPBOBO 3aCMisABCA.

— Bwu Bce npaBunbHO po3paxyBanu, ase BaM 3HOBY 3aBaauB

BUMaAoK.

— Ulo BM Xxo4yeTe ckaszaTu? — 3anutaB BOXAb JlirM 3i 3/110BICHOO

M’SKICTHO.
— 5 He MOXY BMAATM BaM TaEMHMUIO PyiHiBHMKaA, 60 He 3Halo ii.
LLlopp KaH 3pobuB HeTepnasuunm xecT.

— Hy, 3apTte! Bu X cuH iMmnepaTtopa. BciM BigOMO, LLO BU NOCBAYEHI Y

LIt0 TAEMHULIO. FOpAOH KMUBHYB.

— Tak. Ane a He CcuH iMnepaTopa. A iHwa noanHa. LlWopp KaH 3HMn3aB

nneyvynma.
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— Sk 3HaeTe. LLkoaa. NMounHanTe! OcTaHHi cnoBa 6ynun 3BepHeHi A0
ABOX Yy4yeHuX. [opAoH iMNYSbCMBHO PBOHYBCA A0 AWKTaTopa, ane
OAVWH 3 XMAapHWKIB TpMMaAB HAMNOroToBi MNapani3aTtop i TOPKHYBCA
notunuui fopaoHa. BiH ynae Ha niganory. CMyTHO BigdyBaB, sIK MOro

KnaayTb Ha MeTaseBUN CTif.

— BocTtaHHe pa3 3BepTatoca Ao Bac, 3apte! [JanTte 3HaK, i BuU

YHUKHeTe uiel gonil

[OpAOH Mir BiAMOBICTM NuLwe NAKTUM nornaaom. lapanizaTtop 3HOBY
TOPKHYBCA noTunuui. XMapHWUKU BO3UINCA 3 HABUCIMM HaL HUM

MeTaneBMM KOHYCOM. [MOTiM MOro nNoranHyna Hiu.

CnoKyca
BiH moBifbHO NpuxoaAuB A0 TSAMU, YyCBiAOMAOWYM Oinb y ronoB.i.

BcepeanHi yepena HeMoB npauioBanM BCi kosani nekna. WMoro

HyAWno.
'y6 TOpKHYNOCS X0N0AHE CKNO. XTOCb CKa3aB BfaAHO:
— MunrTe!

BiH 3 3ycunnaMm npokKOBTHYB cMmepatoudy pianHy. Crano nerue,
ronoBHuUn 6inb BwyX. HapewTi BiH 3BaXXnecsa BigKpUTKM odi. BiH BCe

e fiexasB Ha CToni, ane MeTaneBunmn KOHYC 3HMUK.

Haa HUM cxunmeca OoAMH 3 ydeHuX. [loTiM y noni 30py 3’aBUIUCA

cyBopi pucu i bamnckydi ovi LLlopp KaHa.
— MoxeTe cicTn? — 3anuTtas y4yeHunn.— Tak byae Kpaiue.

Pyka, sska obinHsna nnedi, 4onomMorna 3iCKOB3HYTU Y XXOPCTKe Kpicno.
lLlopp KaH AuBMBCA Ha HbLOro 3i 3MilLaHMM BUpa3oOM noAuBY |

LLiIKaBOCTI.
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— Ak camonoyyTT4... IXO0H 'opaoH?
BiH 34purHyBcCs i BTYnuUBCA Ha BoXAaA Jlirw.
— Bw... 3HaeTe?..

— Yoro X, No BawoMy, MK nepepsBann ceaHc? Skbu He ue, B 6 BXe
NOBHICTIO BTpaTtuam po3ym.— Lopp KaH 3mopwmBca.— KnaHycs
Hebom, HenMoBipHO! Ane AyMKOCKOMN He BMie bpexaTun. I konu nepuwa
X XBWUIMHA YUTAHHS Mokasana, wo Bu [IXoH opaoH y Tini 3apT
ApHa... A a cnogisascs! BUTpaTuUTK CTiNbkK cui, | Bce gapemHo! XTo
XX Mir Take yaButun! XTo X Mir 3goragatncd, wo y Tini 3apT ApHa Xuse

NoANHA 3 AUKOT enoxu?

Omxe, Wopp KaH 3HaB! [IkxoH lopaoH Hamaraecsa 3ibpatucs 3
AyMKamMun, wob ouiHMTKM uern HoBUW aKTop, KUK pa3toye 3MiHUB
cuTyauito. Bnepwe y uboMy MambyTHbOMY BcCecBiTi XTOCb pO3KpuB
noro camossaHcTBo! Yum e obepHeTbca? LLopp KaH noxoaxkas B3aj,

i BNepega.

— Xiba npunag He nokasas, K Le cTtanocsa? — obepexHo 3anuTas

FlopaoH. Boxab Jlirm KMBHYB.

— Tak, Mn Bce 3HaeMo. Crioragn npo obMiH AOMiHyBanu y BallOMy
MO3KYy.— BiH TuXxeHbko Bunasiecsa.— Hy i 3apT ApH! ObmiHoBaTUCA
TinamMm Kpi3b 4ac? [latu cBoin 60XeBiNbHIM UiKaBOCTi 3aMaHUTK cebe
Ha CTiNbKK CTONITb Ha3aa! I ue B TOM MOMeHT, Konn noro IMnepia y
Hebe3neui! — BiH 3HOBY NWUAbHO rNAHYB Ha [opaoHa.— YoMy, y

Aiobka, BU MOBYanu?

— S HaMaraBcCsa cKas3aTu, aJie HIYoro He BMNLWLO,— Haraaas [lopAaoH.

LLiopp KaH 3HOBY KMBHYB.
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— BipHoO, HaMmaranucs. Ane s He nosipusB. A xTo 6, KnaHycb Hebowm,
nosipue Takomy?! — BiH MeTaBcsa no nabopaTopii, Kycatouun rybm.—
[>XOH, BU 3incyBanun BCi MOi nnaHu. Aaxe a9 6yB nepekoHaHWn, Wo
TaEMHUUA Py#nHiBHUKa BXe TyT! — [InkKTatop nigHSB CTUCHYTUM

Kynak.— HewnmosipHoO!..

Cunn nosinbHO nosepTanuc4d, i AyMmka [XoHa [opAoHa Hanpy>XeHo
npautoBana. Bukputta #noro IiCTMHHOI 0cobu 3MiHOBaNO BCHO
cuTyauito. Lle na€e nomy xoda i cnabkumin, ane waHc! BTikTn 3Biacm 3
JliaHHoO Ta nonepeauTtn IMnepito npo 3paay Kopb6byno!.. Tak!
fopaoHy 3pmanocs, wWo BiH 6auntb wnax. BiH  ckazaB 3

He3a40BOJIEHHAM Y roNoCi:

— Jlnwe BaM BAanocsd sueigatu npasay. PewTy 4 nowmnB y AypHi. ApH
Ab6aca, Oxan ApHa, npuHuecy... lNpaBaa iM i yBi CHi He cHuWNacs.

LLHopp KaH npuMpy>XunBecs.

— LUe 3ByunTb TakK, Haye BaMm cnoaobanocs O6yTn iIMNEpCbKUM

NPUHLUOM? TOpAOH 306pa3nB ripKy MOCMILLKY.

— A KoMy 6un He cnopgobanoca? TaM, y CBOMY 4aci, 9 6yB HiKUM.
NemobinizosaHnin congat... A nicnsa npono3uuii 3apT ApHa cCTaB
4YSIeHOM KOPONiIBCbKOro AoMy Hambinbwoi aepxasu MNanaktmkn! Koro

He BMAaLUTYE TaKe NepeTBOPEHHSN?

— Ane BU X 36bupaceTecs NoBEepHYTUCS Ha 3eM/to | 3HOBY OBMIHATUCS
Tinamm 3 3apT ApHOM.— Haragas LWopp KaH.— Bam posenocsa 6

3abyTn Npo TMMYACOBUN 3NiT.

[OpAOH FMAHYB HA HbLOIO 3 UMHIYHUM, SK BiH CNoAiBaBCs, BUPA30OM.
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— $koro 6ica? — 3HeBaXJIMBO NMUPXHYB BiH.— HeBXe BW cnpasai
AyMaEeTe, Wo s A0TpUMaloCb 0biussHkn? Boxkab Jlirm yBaxxHO AUBUBCS

Ha HbOrO.
— OTXe, BM XOTinn noro obayputn?

— Yn He 36MpaeTecb BM 4YacOM 4YMTaTU MEHi MOpasb? — CnanaxHys
fopaoH.— Bu caMi BUMHUAKM 6 Tak camo, i BM ue 3HaeTe! Ocb g TyT, B
pofli oAHiel 3 nepwunx ocib uboro BcecBiTy, roTOBUN OAPYXUTUCS 3
HaMnNpeKpacHiWo AiBYUMHO, GKY S KoNu-Hebyab 6aums. HixTo He
MOXe NOCTaBUTU N CYMHiB MO 0Ccoby. 3 iHWoro 60Ky, aKkacb AypHa
obiusHka. UWo 6 3pobunn BM HaA M™Moemy Micui? LWopp KaH

po3peroTaBscs.

— [xoHe [opaoHe, BM MeHi nogobaetecb! KnaHyca Hebowm, rigHi
04N HapoaXyBanucsa y Ti ganeki yacu! — BiH nonsieckas [opaoHa
no nJseyy, MOMITHO noBeceniwas.— Bwuwe ronosy, [xoHe! He
3acMydymnTech! Tak, 9 3HaAl0 Bally TAEMHMULIO, afie HIXTO NPO Hei He
Ai3HaeTbcsa. JlaHa Annap | MOro  acuUCTeHT, nNoBipTe, He

nporosopsTbCcs. Bu we nobyaete npnHUoM!
FfopAoOH 3p0obuB BUMASAA4, WO XaAibHO Xana€EeTbCs 3a NMPUMaHKY.
— Bu xo4yeTe ckasaTu, WO HE BUKPUETE MeHe?

— Came Tak,— kuBHyB Wopp KaH.— [lymato, MM 6yaemMo KOpUCHUMN

OAUH OA4HOMY.

[OpAOH BigYyBaB, WO rOCTPUM IHTENEKT, 3aXOBaHWUW 3a 3ipKUMU
YOPHUMMU o4yumMma, Hanpy>XeHo NpautoeE. O6ayputn
HanxuTpomyapiworo i HanbesxanbHiWoro 3MoBHMKA Yy BcecsBiTi
BaXKO, Mamxe HeMOXIMBO. Y pasi nporpawy Xutta JliaHHW | gons
[anakKTUKM MOBUCHYTb Ha BOMOCKHI. LLlopp KaH gornoMir nomy BCTaTw.
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— XoAiMo A0 MeHe, TaM NnoroBopuMo. Bu moxete UTn?

Konu BoHM BUNLWAKM 3 nabopaTtopii, Jepk YHAIC BTynmBCs Ha opaoHa,
SIK Ha NOBCTanoro 3 MepTBuxX. ®aHaATUYHMIN MOSIOAUA XMAPHUK He
odikyBaB 6inbLie nobaumnTn MOro XMBMM i y NOBHOMY poO3yMi. FopaoH

3HaB ue. Wopp KaHH 3BepXHbO MOCMiXHYBCS.

— Bce HopManbHO, [lepk. lpuHLU 3apT — Mil HOBUM COKO3HUK. Mun

nigeMo y Mol anapTaMeHTMu.

— OTXe, TaEMHUNUS PyliHIBHMKA Y BalUNX pyKax, NaHe? — BUpPBaNoCs
y mMonogoro ¢gaHaTuka, NpoTe He3aaoBoseHa rpuMaca Llopp KaHa

3MyCuaa MOro 3aMOBKHYTH.
— Bwu, 30@€TbCA, pO3NUTYETE MEHE? — Pi3KO KMHYB BOX/b.

Mokn BOHM MWK, AyMKU FopaoHa 6ynu 3aMHATI Ui€0 iHTepMeai€to.
BoHa Bcensna Hagito, Wo Moro HeBMpasHa cXemMma MoXe cripauloBaTu.
Ane noTpibHo 6yTn BKpan obepexHum! [opaoOH 3 TPEMTIHHAM

3pO3YyMiB, LLO AAe No CaMOMy Kpato MpipBu.

MpueaTHi Nnokoi LWopp KaHa 6ynun HacTinbKkn XX HeBubarnumei, K i Moro
KabiHeT. KinbKa XOpPCTKUX CTiNbLiB, rona nianora, y CycCiaHin KiMHaTi

He3py4yHe Ha BUA NiXKo.

Aepk YHAaic 3anmwmeca 3a asepuMma. Konu [opAOH O0O3UPHYBCH,

rny3nuea nocMiwka LWopp KaHa noBepHynacs.

— XanwrigHe nireo gnga noeenutens XMapu, Tak? — CkKasaB BiH. —
Ane Ha nigaaHUX Ue Ccnpas/iS€ HaNeXHe BpaXeHHsA. bauute, 4
NigiNHAB X Ha BiMHY 3 IMnepi€to, wopasy niakpecawum bigHicTb
HalUMX CBITIiB, TPYAHOLLI HALIOro XUTT4. 4 He Mal nNpaBa OTOYyBaTH

cebe komdopTOoM. BiH BKa3aB lopAOHY Ha CTifleub i CiB cam.
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— Bce-Ttakn HeumosipHo! ToBoputn 3 npubynbueMm i3 Aanekoro
MUHYNOro. Aknum xe BiH 6yB, BaW 4ac, KOSINM HIXTO We He 3anuwaB

MasieHbKol 3emMni? [opAoH 3HKU3aB rnJjedymma.

— Mo cyTi, pi3Hnui Mano. Ti X BiMHW Ta KOHMNIKTU. Jlloan He ayxe

3MiHIOKTLCA. Boxab Jlirn po3symitoye KUBHYB:

— HaToBn 3aBXau 3anuniaeTbcs HaToBnoM. KinbKka MiNnbMOHIB ntoaen,
AKi 3iMWIMCS BpyKoNalwHYy Ha Bawin cTapin nnaHeTti, abo Tucadi
30pPAHUX CBITIB, WO WAYTb OAMH Ha OAHOrNO Yy Cy4acHin NanakTtuui...
OgaHe i Te X. Bu nopobaetecss MeHi, [>XOH. B po3yMHi Ta BigBaXHi.
OcKinbkn BW pPO3YyMHi, TO 36arHete, WO S He A03BOJSIIO E€MOLISM
BMNJIMHYTU Ha MeHe. Afe MOI iHTepecu Ha MeHe BM/AMBaKTb, | 4OCUTb
cunbHO. A aymato, wo Mum byaeMo KOpWUCHIi ognH ogHOMY.— BiH
noaaeca Brnepen.— Te, WO BM CaMO3BaHELb, HIKOMY, KpiM MeHe, He
BigoMo. I oTxe, HecyTTeBO. Ana MNanaktukn Bn — 3apT ApH. I nicng
nepemorn Xmapu S MOXY BUKOPUCTOBYBATM BaC TaK CaMo, S£K

CrnoAiBaBCsA BUKOPUCTOBYBATU CrpaBXHbOro 3apT ApHa.

CamMe Ha ue po3paxoByBaB [IxoH [lopaoH. OpgHak posirpas

He[oBipNMBMIA NOAMB.

— TobTo BM Xxo4yeTe 3po6MUTU MeHEe HOMiIHaNbHUM NpaBUTENEM

[[@NnaKTUKn?

— YoMy 6 Hi? — 3anepeumB MOro CNiBpo3MOBHUK.— K HacnigHWmn
npuHL IMnepii, BU 3MOXeTe 3aCnoKOBaTM XBUHOBAHHA nNicng Toro,
SIK BOHa 6yae 3aBomoBaHa. 3BMYanMHO, peasibHa Braga 36epexeTbes
3a MHOIO, 4K 4 i Ka3aB.— BiH goaas BigBepto: — 10 CyTi, BU AN MeHe
HaBiTb 6iNbW 3py4YHMI NAPTHEP, HiX cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH. BiH Mir

noyatu MeHi 3aBaxaTu. Afe y BaC HEMAE BPOAXEHOI JIOAbHOCTI 40
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IMnepii, i 9 He cyMHiBalcs, Wo BU byaeTe niaTpMMyBaTuU MeHe 3

YNCTOro iHTepecy.

FopaoH Big4YyB cnanax TopxectBa. AK i 6yno 3agyMaHo, AUKTaATOp

6aumB y HbOMY numiie 6e3CoBiCHOro, YecTotobHOro aBaHTIOPUCTA.

— Y Bac 6ype Bce, wo 3abaxaere! — niasnwme ronoc LWopn KaH.—
AKi  3anaMopounuBi nepcnektuBu! baratctBo, Bnaga, po3Kil,
3arasibHe MNOKJIOHIHHA! A mopy4d ApyXWHa — MnpeKpacHa npuHueca

JliaHHa!..
[opAoH 306pa3nB NPUroIOMLLIEHHS, 3aX0oNJIeHUn Noams.

— S — iMmnepatop MNanaktnkn? 4, [>koH MopaoH? I panToM BfacHUM
XUTpoOMyApun 3aayM 3aascs [opaoHy 6e3rny3aum. onoc crnokycum
3HOBY 3aLUEnoTiB Y NOro Byxa. 3apaaun 4oro npukugaTtmuca? Agxe Te,
npo wo rosoputb LLlopp KaH, uinkoMm peanbHe! BiH cTaHe, Hexau
HOMiHa/NbHO, BEPXOBHUM BflaAMKOIO [anakTuUku, 3 ycima ii MinbMOHaMu
3ipok i nnaHet! BiH, OxoH FopaoH 3 Hoto-Mopka! I ronosHe — JliaHHa

3aBXxaun ébyae 3 HUM.

€anHe, wo noTpibHo,— npueaHaTmnca ao LWopp KaHa i nepenTn Ha bBiK
XMapun. A yoMmy 6 i Hi? Xiba BiH npucsirae Ha BipHicTb IMnepii? Yomy
He noabaTtu npo cebe caMoro 3apaamn Takol Bfaau i po3kowi, Npo sKy

He MpidB HIXTO 3a BCHO iCTOpItO NOACTBA?

TaemHMUA [aNnaKTUKK
JxoH lopaoH 60poBCS 3i CNOKYCOK, CuNa SKOI nocunatoBanacs il

panToBicTio. BiH 6yB BpaxeHui, 3p03yMiBLUK, LLO MOMY BCI€EIO AyLUELD
X0YeTbCS BXOMUTUCSA 3a Len beanpeueaeHTHUI WaHc. Yn He NULLHICTb
i Bnaga Haa [@AnakTUKOK Crnokywanu unoro. BiH He Takumm yxe

yecToNtbHUN, i, y BCAKOMY pasi, peanbHa Bfaga b6yae HanexaTu
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LLlopp KaHy. Ane gyMka npo JliaHHy — oCb Wwo 6yno 3anamMopoysneo!

BiH 6yae 3aBXAW 3 HEK, XXUTU 3 HEK MNOopYyu...

XKXntn 6pexHeto! BiYHO rpaTn 4yxy posib iHWOro, nam’ataTtu rnpo CBOO
3paay i AMBUTMUCSA NpU LbOMY B O4i KOXaHin... Hi! YecTb i rigHiCTb —
He MOpOXHi cnoBa. Ana Wopp KaHa — MoXxnuBo, ane BiH He LUopp

KaH. Wopp KaH N1UNbHO CTEXWUB 3@ HUM.

— Bwu, cxoxe, po3rybunucsa,— ckasaB gukrtatop. — [dapeMHo. IHwWwoi

TaKoi MOXIMBOCTI He 6yae. NopaoH 3i6paBcs 3 AyMKaMM.

— [epea Hamu BUHMKae 6e3niy TpyaHouwis. CekpeT PynHiBHWUKa,

Hanpuknag. Wopp KaH 3aayM/IMBO KMBHYB.

— Ue Hawnbinbwa npobnema. A 8 Tak cnogiBaBcd OTpUMaTU MOro
pa3oM 3 3apT ApHOM! — BiH MOTUCHYB nneuynma.— Hy, TyT BXe Hi4oro
He 3pobuw. 3pewTolo obinaemocs 6e3 PynHiBHMka. Kopbyno 3yMie

nepewkoanTn dxan ApHY MOro 3acrtocyBaTu.
— TobTo B6MTK Oxan ApHa, sk BiH yous ApH Abbaca?
XMapHUK KUBHYB.

— Kopb6yno 3pobutb Ue HanepenoAHi HAaWworo BMCTyny. A nMoTiM NOro
npu3HadaTb OAHWM 3 pereHTiB nNpu CUHOBI [xana. Toai cTaHe we

nerwe napanizysatun o6opoHy Imnepii.

fopaooH 3po3yMiB, WO HeBaada Llopp KaHa y OTpUMaHHI cekpeTy

PyWHIBHMKA He 3YyNUHUTb aTaku XMapu.

— LUe Bawi cnpasu,— TBepao 3asaBuB BiH.— A AyMarko npo cBol. Bu
xoyeTe 3pobuTtn MeHe imnepatopoM. Ane 6e3 PynHiBHMKa Bawa Jlira

MeHe He npunMme. Wopp KaH HacynuBcs.

— He posywito.
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— XMapHWKU, 9K i BCi iHLWI, XTO BBa>xa€ MmeHe 3apT ApHOM,— MOSACHUB
[OpAOH.— BoOHW 3anuTalTb: «Pa3 BiH 3 HaMW, YOMy He AiNUTbCA

TAaEMHULUEK ?»

— Mpoknatral — Bunasscs aukTatop.— Len 4opTiB PyMHIBHUK

3aBaXXa€ HaM Ha KOXHOMY KpOoLii.

— [lo pedi, WO BOHO Take? — 3anuTtas [OpAOH.— S 3MyweHun

npuKnaAaTnCyd 3HaBueMm, He Mao4ym Npo HbOro XXOAHOI YABW.

— I HiXTO He Mae,— nomMoB4asLK, sBignoeis LWopp KaH.— € nereHpa.
[Bi Tncadi pokiB ToMy npubynbui 3 MarensiaHoBMX XMap BTOPramcs
A0 [anakTukun. 3axonunun Kinbka MJaHEeTHUX CUCTEM | roTyBanucs
pO3LWNPUTU CBOI 3aBOOBaHHA. Ane Bennkun imnepatop bpeHH bip —
BiH >Xe 3HaMeHUTUN YYEHUN — BAAPUB MO HUM SKOKCb CTPaLUHO
36poeto. lNMepekas cBiAUYNTD, WO BiH 3HULWMB HE TiSIbKKU MarennaHinuis,
a N OKyrnoBaHi HUMK cuctemun. Ta Wo Tam — BcA NanakTuka éyna nia
3arpo3oto! 36poto, saKow ckopuctaeBcs bpoHi bip, Ha3uBawTb
PYMHIBHMKOM, NPO HbOIO, Ha >»aJlb HIXTO HIYOro NMyTHbOrO He 3HaE.
TaeMHMUSA WMOro BiAOMa NuWe YsieHaM KOpOosiiBCbKOro aomMy IMnepii,

ane naM’aTb NPO HbOroO A0Ci Xmnee y [anakTuui.
— € MOXJ/IMBICTb Ai3HATUCA L0 TAEMHULIO,— 3ayBaXXuB [OpAO0H.
LLlopp KaH 3anByBaBcA.

— Ak? Dxan ApH — €AVMHMW, KOMY L€ BiAOMO, a BiH Mo3a Haloi

DOCSXHOCTI.
— € We oaHa nwanHa,— ckasaB lopaoH.— CnpaBXxHinn 3apT ApH!
— Ane X BiH Yy fanekoMy MUHYJIOMY, Y BallOMYy BJIACHOMY Tini ... —

AVKTaTop 3anHyBCsA.— 30a€TbCH, BU WOCb npuaymanu. KaxiTb!
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[OpAOH BHYTPiIWHbLO 3ibpaBcs, Hamaraw4yucb, wWob6 wnoro cnosa
3BYYasin NepekoHnnBo. Biag Toro, sk cnpuinme ix LWopp KaH, 3anexas

MOro NnpUMapHuUn, Mmamxe HepeanbHWI NfaH BTeYi 3 XMapu.

— 3apT po3noBicTb BCe, WO HaM Tpeba,— BNeBHEHO NMPOMOBUB BiH.—
Y nabopaTtopii Ha 3emni € npunagn, 3a AOMNOMOrol AKUX 9 MOXY
3B’43aTUCA 3 HUM Kpi3b 4ac. llpunyctnmo, 9 ckaxy: «Jlrogn LLopp
KaHa TpumaloTb MeHe Yy nosoHi. LiHa ™Moei cBoboan Ta Baworo
NnoBepHeHHS — iHpopMauia Npo PynHiBHUKa». 5K BU AyMaETe, WO BiH
3pobuTb? HaBpaa 4um MOMy 3axo4yeTbCs 3a/IUWNTUCA Y MOEMY Yaci Ta
TiNi 4O OCTaHHIX AHIB. AQXe TyT MOro CBiT, Ha TPOOHiI YeKa€E XiHkKa,

Ky BiH KOXae€... BiH noxepTBYEMO BCiM, W06 NOBEPHYTUCS.

3anana MoBYaHKa. Wopp KaH 3aayMnnBO AMBUBCA HA HbOroO, MNOTIM

BUIYKHYB:

— KngaHyca HeboMm, ue cnpautoe! Mm AOiNCHO 3MOXeMO BuMBIAaTU Yy
HbOro TaEMHUUK! — BiH 3anHyBCA | panToMm 3anmtas: — A WO MOTIiM?

Bu obMiHA€ETeCa 3 HUM TinamMn? MOpAOH 3aCMiABCS:

— Xiba g CX0XUi Ha MOBHOro AypHA? 3BICHO, Hi. 5 MpOCTO nepepsy
KOHTaKT. Hexan cobi xxnBe y MOEMY 4aci Ta Tifli. Xopowwunm nogapyHoKk,

AK BW BBa)aceTe?

— [oBTopoto, [XXOH, BM CripaBXHin 4onosik! — po3peroTtascsa LLopp
KOH i 3HOBY no4yaB noxoa)aTu no KiMHaTi.— TifIbKKU 9K BiaBe3TU BacC
Ha 3eMn? Y TUX Micusx MOBHO iMMNepCbKUX MaTpyniB, a OCHOBHA
yactmHa Gnoty kKpeucye 6ina MNneaa. Kopbyno He 3M0OXe OYUCTUTHU
LiMA  panoH, ue BUKAMYe nigo3pu.— BiH noMoBYaB, MoOTIM
NpoAoBXyBaB: — €AMHUN BUA KOpabnsa, y SIKOro € LWAHC AOCArTU

3eMni 3a uMx YMOB,— Kpeuncep-«npusua». «lpuBmnan» 3a0aTHI
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npocnun3aTtn y HamHebesneyHiwmnx Micusax, Ae He nNpob’eTbCs HaBITb

eckazpa.

[OpPAOH, SIKMN HEe MaB XOAHOIro YSABNEHHS NPo 3ragaHuni Tmn Kkopabns,

rMSAHYB CNAaHTENIMYEHO.
— «[MpuBna»? Ue wo take?

— 4 1 3abyB, WO BU YyXWN y HAWOMYy CBIiTi,— cka3aB LLlopp KaH.—
«[pnBnpg» — Ue nerknn kKpencep, O036pOEHUN KiNbKOMA AyXe
MOTY>XHUMWU ATOMHUMMKU rapmatamu. EkpaHytoue none pobutb KOro
HeBMAMMKUM Y NPOCTOpIi, BiabnBaroum BCi CBITNOBI Ta pagapHi NPOMEHI.
Butpatn eHeprii, wonpasaa, BeNM4Ye3Hi, MOXHa po3paxoByBaTU
MakcumyMm Ha 20-30 roamH HeBMAMMOCTI. [)XOH [OpAOH po3yMitouye

KUBHYB.
— Po3ymMito. Cxoxe, ue Kpalwmm crnocié gocartm 3emhi.

— BupiweHo,— npogosxyBas LWWopp KaH.— Kopabenb nosene [depk

YHaic. Mloro noam Winkom HagiinHi.

fopaoH 3ragaB npe3upnuBe o06MUYs, iCKpYy TOpXecTBa Yy oO4ax
odiyepa. OuesngHo, lepk YHAIC Moro HeHaBuUANUTb. POBECTU CTiNIbKU

yacy y TOBapuCTBi LUboro daHaTuka...

— Ane gakwo [epk YHAIC Ai3HAETbCH, WO S He cnpaBXHin 3apT

ApH...— no4yas BiH.

— Uboro He 6yae,— nepepBaiB noro Lopp KaH.— BiH 3HaTUMe TiNbKu
oAHe: Lo NOBMHEH HEHAaAO0Bro BiABe3TU Bac A0 nabopaTtopii Ha 3emni

i MOTIM AOCTaBUTU Ha3ad. [oOpAOH MAHYB Ha AUKTaTOpa.

— OTXe, 4 noneyy nig Bapto? Bu MeHi He AoBipseTe?
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— A 4yoMy 4 NoBUHEH BaM A0BipATM? — Beceno 3anepeyus Lopp
KaH.— {1 HikoMy He posBipsdto. IHWa piy, Wo Hawi iHTepecu, CXoxe,
36iratoTbCcs... Ane ansa rapatTii 3 BaMmu niayTh Jepk YHAIC i we Kinbka

HaAIMHUX NoaeN.

[OpAOH 3HOBY NOXO0J10B BiA 3rafku, WO Beae CBOK Hebe3neyHy rpy 3
NMOAUHOK, HACTINIbKU MPOHUKMBOK | AOCBIAYEHOI B iHTpuUrax, Lo

yCcniX Manxe HEMOXINBUIM. OAHaK HE3BOPYLLUHO KUBHYB.

— [akyo 3a BiaBepTiCTb. Ane | 9 He UiZIKOM NokKnazakrcsa Ha Bawe
CNOBO, TOMY HiKyau He nonedy 6e3 JliaHHun. LWopp KaH, MabyTb, Wwmpo

3A41MByBaBCA.

— [MpunHueca ®domanbrayta? Bawa HapeyeHa? — B o4ax y HbOro
npoManHyna ipoHidyHa ycMiwka.— To oCb Ae Bawe cnabke Micue,

[>OH!

— S koxato Ti i He 3bupatocs 3anmwaTh TyT BaM Ha 3abaBy,— NOXMYpO

BianosiB opAaoH. LLopp KaH nupxHyB.

— 3acnokounTecb. BcCi XiHKM ana meHe ogHakosi. CTaBUTM Ha KapTy
Crpasy 3apaaun {KOroCb rapHeHbKoro nauyka? Hi. Ane 49Kwo BWU
PEBHMBI, HEXaN NMPOrynsa€TbCA, TiIbKM 9K BU T NOSACHUTE? He Ka3aTwu

X npasay!
fopAoH BXe noaymas Npo ue. BiH ckaszaB MoBislbHO:

— 4 ckaxy, wWwo BM Hac Bianyctute B OOMIH Ha UiHHI HaAyKOBI

BiAOMOCTI, 3@ AKMMU MU | BUPYLLAEMO.

— Ocb i yygoBo.— po3yMitoye kuBHyB Lopp KaH.— A Hakaxy
HeramHo MNpuroTyBaTuU Haw Kpawun <«npueua». By MOBUHHI 6yTH

roToBi A0 BiANIbOTY CbOroAHi BHOUI.
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[opAoOH NiaHABCA.

— S xoTiB 6K Tpoxu BigNo4YnTKN. Take BiAYYyTTH, HiIBM MeHe NponyCcTuamn

yepe3 M’'sicopybky. Llopp KaH 3acMigascs.

— Lle HiWwo, y NopiBHSAHHI 3 TUM, WO 3pobusB 61 3 BaMMn AYMKOCKON 3a
napy roauvH. Akun NOBOPOT AoJi! 3aMiCTb XanwrigHoro KpeTuHa
ctatu Bosiogapem [anaktuku! — O06nnuya gmkratopa Ha MUTb CTano
XXOPCTKUM, GK cTanb.— Ane He 3abyBanTe: Balwa Bnana ébyae nuuwe

HOMiIHaNbHOL, | HakasysaTu éyay 1.
[opAOH TBEpAO 3YCTPiB MOro AONUTANBUN MOrnsa.

— dkwo A 3abyay npo ue, TO HIYOro He Burpar. Y pasi Baworo

nagiHHA a9 npupedyeHuin. OTXXe, MOXeTe Ha MEHE PO3PaxXOBYBaATW.

— Bwu MaeTte pauito. 4 3aBxan rosopus, Wo A6 MaTuU cnpasy 3
pO3yMHUMKU NoAbMU. Mu 6e3yMOBHO AOMOBMMOCS. BiH HaTUCHYB

KHONKY. Ha noposi 3’asuBca [lepk YHAic.
— lMpoBeaiTb NpuMHUA A0 MOro KiMHaTK i HEramHoO noeBepTamnTecs.

[ToKn BOHW KpOKyBaanM KopuaopamMnm Hasad, [oOpAOH rapsa4ykoBoO
po3MipkoByBaB. []JoCi BCe WWAO 3@ MOro HeHadimHUM nnaHoMm. BiH
3irpaB Ha peakuiax 6e3npuHUMNHOI, UMHIYHOI ocobucTtocTi Lopp
KaHa — i Burpas. Ane BiH pobpe 3HaB, WO rpa TilbKM novanacs.
Monepeany 6ynn 3Ha4HO 6iNbLWi TpyAHOLWi, A0 BUPIWLEHHS SKMUX BiH HE
3HaWWoB We nigxoay. BiH NoBMHEH NTU BNepead, HaBiTb SKWO MNAaH

BUSBUTbCS caMorybctBoMm. IHWOro wnsaxy He 6yno.

Konn BiH OnNMHMBCA Yy CBOIX MNOXMYpuUX anaptaMmeHTax, JliaHHa
cxonunacs 3 Kpicna i KMHynaca o Hboro. BoHa cxonuia moro 3a

pyku. Odi 1i casann.
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— 3apTe, BaM noraHo? A Tak 6osinacsa. BoHa nokoxana noro. NlopaoH
nobauue ue 3 ii 0621MY4a Ta 3HOBY Big4YyB NpUCTpacHuUin, 6esHaginHnm
3axBaT. loMy foBenocs ctpuMmyBaTuCs, o6 He cxonuTu ii y obiliMu.
Ane i Moro No4vyTTs, HANEeBHO, MO3HAYMINCSA Y HbOro Ha 0b6anyyi, 60

BOHa No4yepBOHifa i 3nerka sigcrynuna.

— Hivoro,— cka3aB [OpAOH, OMyCKal4yUCb Y HEe3py4yHe Kpicno.—

LLlonpaBaa, 9 cnpobyBaB Haykun XMmapu, ue 6yno He ayxe npueMHO.

— BoHu kaTyBanu Bac! 3Mycnnu BmaaTtmn TaEMHuUU0 PynHiBHuka! BiH

NMoXmTaB rojioBoOHO.

— Hi. 4 nepekoHaB LUopp KaHa, Wwo BiH He 3MOXe oTpuMmaTu 1i BiA
MeHe.— BiH NpoAoBXXyBaB, NOBOPAYM NpaBAy HaCTINIbKWU, HACKINbKU
ue 6yno Moxnmeo.— S 3MyCMB LUbOro AusBofsia MNOBIpUTK, LWO
HeobxiaHO nobyeBaTu B nabopatopii Ha 3emni, wWob aobytn ii. Mu

BUPYLAEMO 3aBTpa. Odi JliaHHKM 3abnuwann.
— Bu xoueTe noro nepexmTputn? Y Bac € SKMNCb NAaH?

— Ak6un x,— 3iTXHYB OpAOH.— Mil nnaH He nae agani, HiXK NoNeTiTU
3 Xmapu. OT i Bce. PewTa HenepeabavysaHa. A NOBUHEH SAKUMOCH
YMHOM 3HAWTU cnocib BUCNM3HYTK 3 Kopabn4a i nosigoMmntn 6paTta npo
3paay Kopbyno. €EavHe, WO Ccnaga€e Ha AyMKY,— Lie BUBECTU Kpencep
3 nagy, wob noro 3Mmir 3axonuTu iMNepCbKU NaTpynb. Ane K ue
3pobuTtn, 9 He 3Hat. [epk YHaic byae pa3oMm 3 HaMu, WOro noau
CynpoBOAXYBAaTUMYTb HaAcC, OTXe, HaBps4 UM Hac YeKkaE ygada. Bipa i

BiABara csasim B odax JliaHHMW.
— Bu wockb npuaymaete, 3apTe. 4 3Hato — BU npuaymacere!

OpgHak 1i BMNeBHEHICTb He gonoMorna opaoHy no36yTucs KpuXXaHoi
AYMKU Mpo Te, Wo Moro 60XKeBiNnbHUN MnjaH Manxke He34iMCHEHHUN.
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MoXnmBo, BiH Npupikae Ha 3armnbensb i cebe, i JliaHHy. Ane BOHU BCe
O4HO MpupeyeHi, AKWo, 3BiCHO, BiH He 3paAuTb CNpPaBXHbLOro 3apT
ApHa Ta IMnepito. A MUTTEBaA cCrnokyca 3pobutn uUe HasaBXau

3anuwuna FopaoHa.

BiH cnaB MiUHO A0 cepeAMHW HACTYNHOro AHA. BXe cyTeHino, konu

3’apunuca Wopp KaH i [lepk YHaic.

— [lepk YHAiCc oTpuMaB YCi po3MopsaaXXeHHs, Kpencep rotoBun,—
ckasas LLopp KaH MopaoHy.— Bu noBWHHI gictatuca 3eMni 3a n’'aTb
Ai6 i noBepHyTMCA 3a oanHaauaTb.— Oui noro 6ancHynu.— Toai o
3a89BN0 Ha BC [anakTtuky, WO TaeEMHUUA PyWHIBHMKA Yy Hawux
pyKax, wo 3apT ApH — Hal COW3HUK, AaM curHan Kopbyno i KnHy

BClo Jliry B aTaky!

3a aABi roavHn 6nuckyumin kpencep-«npuemnaN?, Ha 6opTy saKoro
3Haxoaunnucsa opaoH i JliaHHa, NigHABCA 3 BEIMYE3HOro KOCMOMopTy

TannapHu i nonpsaMyBasB 40 KOPpAOHIB XMapu.

[neepcia y Kocmoci

Konu NopaoH i JliaH yeinwnu go «eHapw», kopabnsa, skum mas
AOCTaBUTK X Ha 3emnto, [lepk YHAIc npoB.iB 1X Y KOpUaop cepeaHbol
nanybu. MaHipHO BKNOHUBCSA i BKa3aB Ha ABepi, WO BenuM A0 ABOX
KPUXITHUX KiIMHaTOK.

— Ocb Bawi kawTn. bygeTte 3anmwaTtnca y HUX BCHO AOpOry Ao
3emiii.

— Hil — po3nwotueca lopaoH.— [lpuHueca JliaHHa | Tak
3axBopifia Big YB’A3HEHHSA Mig Yac wngaxy ciogm. Mm He MaeEMo HaMipy
3aKynoploBaTUCA We Ha KinbkKa AHIB Yy uux Hopax! By3bke 06amyus
[epk YHaica noTeMHino.

— Boxab HakasaBs, wob Bu nepebyBanm nig 0XOpOHOLO.

— A xi6a lWopp KaH rosopus, WwWob6 MU cmginm B UMX KakoTax
6e3BnnasHoO? — 3anutaB [OpAOH; NobaumBLIM Nerky HepiwyYicTb Ha
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obnnydi [lepk YHAica, BiH Hanonernnmeo NpoAoBXyBaB: — SAKLWO Y Hac
He 6byae npaBa Ha NPOrysssHKY, MW BiAMOBNSEMOCS Big cniBnpau,.

XMapHUK Barascs. [opaoH Bragas MnpaBW/IbHO, WO MOMY He
X04eTbCsl TypbyBaTu CBOro HayanbHMKa 4epe3 TaKy ApibHuuto.
HapewTi [lepk YHAiIC Heoxo4e CKa3as:

— [lobpe, no3BONAD MYNSATU KOPUAOPOM ABiYi HA AeHb. Ane He
MOX>XHa 3a/mMLaTUCA TaM KOJIM BKIKOYEHO eKpaH.

MocTtynka 6yna He Takow, €K XoTinocs [opaoHy, ane BiH
3po3ymMmiB, WO 6inbworo He oTpuMmace. I, Bce wWe po3irpytudn rHie,
niwoB 3a JliaHHOK A0 KAloTMu.

Konu «[eHapa» 3neTina Hah TannapHow | noHecsacb Ha
Be/IMKIN WBWAKOCTI A0 KopaoHiB XMapu, JliaHHa 3anuTanbHO
nogmeunacsa Ha 'opaoHa.

— Bu wocb npnaymanu, 3apt? WWnpo Kaxyuu, yB'iIBHEHHSA MEHi
He Ay)Xe 3aBaXae.

— S BXe roBOopMB — d XO4y MNPUBEPHYTU YyBary S$KOrocb
naTpyns, wob Haw kopabenb BUABUAM | 3axXonNuan,— MNOSICHUB
fopaoH.— S He 3Halo, 9K ue 3pobutn, ane SKMUCb WaHC, MOX/UBO,
3HanpeTbcA. JliaHHa cKkasana 3 CYMHIiBOM:

— Y uboro «npmsnaa», 6€3CyMHiBHO, € Hag4yTNMBI pagapw, i BiH
3anesieHrye naTpyni 3a40Bro Ao Toro, siK Ti Moro BUsBNAThL. BiH Bunae
3 3aTEMHEHHS TiNIbKMN KON MUHE X,

Y HaCTynHi roauHN nuie piBHUN Iyn BeNIMKNX reHepaTopis, SKi
po3raHanun kKopabenb, CynpoBOAXyBaB IX po3MoOBU. <«[leHapa»
npoavpanacsa Kpisb WiNbHI poi MIKpOMETEOpUTIB, PO3romayr4unch i
nipHaK4M HOCOM Yy BMXOpaxX KOCMiYHOro nuny. Npoknagatym wnax 3
XMapu, Kpencep pa3s y pa3 MiHaB Kypc. [1o cepeAnHN HACTYNHOro AHS
BOHW BUPUHYIU 3 MNOXMYPOI AMMKK Mif BEUKWUN, CBITIMW, YCISSHUN
3ipKaMu Kynos BinbHOro npocrtopy. HeranHo «deHapa» Habpana we
6inbwy wBuAKicTb. MopaoH i JliaHHa AmMBMAMCSA 3 iNOMiHAToOpa Ha
6nmnckyJy nUwWHicTb MNanakTukn. Ha ix nogme, cnabka ickpa KaHonyca
3aimwmnaca nosa noneMm IxX 30py, Aaneko nisopyd. [lonepeny
«[leHapn» BMBNNCKYBanM He3HaWOMi Cy3ip’s, cepel HUX BEJIMYHO

caana TyMaHHicTb OpioHa.
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— Mwu He netuMo npamMo ao IMnepii,— ckasana JliaHHa.— BoHu
XOUyTb YHUKHYTU Hanbinbw 3axuWweHuX KOpAoHiB, obinwoBwn 3
3axo4y TyMaHHicTb OpioHa i Mapkizatn 3oBHiWHbOro Kocmocy, wwob
noTiM noBepHyTn 00 CoHuA.

— [lpobupaemocs go IMnepii 3 yopHoro xoay,— npobypyas
f[opaOH.— l7IMOBipHo, Tak caMo neTiB i kKopabenb, KM MaB HaMip
BMKpacTn MeHe.— WMoro cnabka Haais 3racna.— B Hac ayxe Mmano
LWAHCIB 3YCTPITU IMNEepCbKU NaTpy/lb Y UMX MYCTESIbHUX panoHax.
[iBUMHA KMBHYNa.

— Y Kpawomy BunNaaKy HaM nonagetbCsa TpU-4OoTUPKU
naTpynbHUX Kpencepa i [lepk YHAIC nerko sreye Big HUX.

fopaoH 36eHTexeHo AuBMBCSA Ha deepuuyHy kapTuHy. Moro
nornag KOB3HYB TyAu, Ae, K BiH 3HaB, 3Haxoameca KaHonyc.

JliaHHa BnoBwuia HaNpsMoOK MOro norngaay i Hacynuaacs:

— Bu aymaeTte npo MepH?

fopaoH 34purHyBcs. BiH Manke 3abyB yxXe npo NpekpacHy
TEMHOBOJIOCY AiIBUYMHY, AKY KOXaB CrpaBXHin 3apT ApH.

— lMpo MepH? Hi. 4 gymato npo 4opHoro 3pagHuka Kopbyno,
AKWUWN nneTe CBOI iHTpUrn TaM, Ha TPOOHI, i Yekae Haroam Bbutn dxan
ApHa Ta 3rybuTtun Imnepito.

— Lle Hanbinbwa Hebe3sneka,— CTpnMaHo norogmnnacs JliaHHa.—
Skbu Baanocs nonepeamnTn Baworo 6pata npo 3paay, To nnanHu Jlirm
6ynn 6 3incoBaHi.

— A MW — €AMHI, XTO 3HA€E Npo ue,— npobypmoTiB opaoH.— I
MW 3aBaAMMO 3padHUKaM.

Tpu 0o6u nNoToMy BiH BXe He 6yB y LIbOMY BreBHeHWI. Moro
B/ITACHUA NNaH BUSABUBCA Oinblu HDX yTONiYHUM. «[eHapa» Aaneko
3arnmbunacsa y mexi IMnepii, nay4yn Kypcom Ha niBHiY, WO MOBUHHO
6yno nposectn ii Ha 3axia BiA TyMaHHocTi OpioHa. O6irHysLWwK
TYMaHHICTb, BOHA 3BepHe Ha NiBHIYHWW 3axia, Y340BX MNPaKTUYHO
He3aceneHnx KopAaoHiB Mapki3aTiB 30BHiwWHbOro Kocmocy. Y uin
AVKin  obnacTti HegocnigaXeHmx 30pSIHUX CUCTEM 3YCTpPiHETbCS
HebaraTo iMnepcbknx kopabnie. A CoHue i 3emnsa 6yayTb BXe 30BCiM

61n3bKO.
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[Bidi 3a Ui Tpn gHi Ha 6opTy «[eHapu» NyHaB CUrHan TPUBOIU:
pagapu dikcyBanm nobnmnsy iMnepcbkmnn naTtpyib. I obunasa pasu
fopaoH i JliaHHa 6aunnu, Kk Hebo 3a iNtoMiHaToOpaMu panToBO OropTan
MOpoK. Konu ue crtanocsa snepuwe, NopAoH 3n14KaBCA:

— Lo Tpanunnoca? Kocmoc ctaB YopHuUM! JliaHHa nodcHuna:

— YBIMKHYNM ekpaH Haworo kopabnsa. Bu, 3BU4YanHO,
nam’aTaete, WO KON «MPpUBUA» Nae B TEMHY, TO 3CepeanHN Hi4oro
He BUAHO.

— 3BiCHO,— nocniwHo Biakasase NopaoH.— A Tak AoBro He 6yBaB
Ha Takux Kopabnsx, wo Bce 3abys..

Tenep BiH 3p0o3yMiB. N'YYHUN BepecK reHepaTopiB 3aTEMHEHHS,
AKMM 6yB NpoOHM3aHUN Kpencep, O03HayasB WO Kopabenb oTo4YeHUM
OpeonsIOM TMOTYXHOI eHepril. EKpaHyBanbHi nona BiAXWUAAAU  BCi
nagartodi Ha Kpeucep CBITNIOBI Ta pajapHi MPOMEHi, TOX BiH
3anmwaBca HeBUAUMUM. Ane | BcepeauHi naHyBasia NoBHa TeMps4Bsa.
[eHepaToOpn 3aTEMHEHHSI Ha HUXHIK nanybi peBinnu Mamxe roavHy.
MabyTb, BOHW 3abupann Mamxe BCKO €Heprilo, OCKiNbkM Kopabenb
pyxaBcsa 3a iHepui€n. Lle moBTOPMNOCA HACTYNMHOro paHKy, Koau
«[JeHapa» Habnuamnaca A0 3axiAHOro kpato TyMmaHHocTi OpioHa. Ii
BeNnM4He csanMBO 3amMMano Ttenep niBHeba. NopaoH 6aumB BcepeauHi
TYMAHHOCTI  4MCNeHHi rapadi  3ipkn. CaMe IX efleKTPOHHe
BMMNPOMIHIOBAHHA 3MyllyBasio {CKpaBO CBITUTUCA MWNO-rasose
cepepoBsuLe.

BpaHui nig HarnagaoM 036pOEHOI OXOPOHU MPOryaBaUCS
AOBrMM KOpUAOPOM, KON BTPETE 3arpuMiB CUrHana TpmMBoru. XMapHuK
BUMYKHYB:

— 3aTeMHeHH4! HeranHo nosepTtanTecs A0 KatoT!

fopAoOH YekaB Ha uen BUNagoK. IHWOoro Takoro Moxe i He 6yTw.
BiH Haxunueca o JliaHHW:

— BpanTte, WO HENPUTOMHIETe, KON MK Byaemo 6ina asepen.

JliaHHa He nopgana BuAay, WO no4yyna, ane il nanbui CTUCHYNA
NOro pyky. XMapHWK CTaB 33a4y, NOKMaBLWW AOSIOHKO Ha aTOMHUM
nicronet. bing katoTu JliaHHa NOXUTHYMNACd, CXonunacsa 3a cepue.

— MeHi noraHo, 3apT! — i noyana ocigatu Ha nignory.
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— BoHa HenpuToMHie! 4 3HaB, WO UMM BCe 3aKiHUYUTbCA! —
[OpAOH nMigTpuMaB AiBUYMHY | THIBHO 3BEpPHYBCHA A0 KOHBOIpa: —
1onoMoXiTb MeHi!

Odiuepy XOTiNnocsa ckopiwe BUBECTU iX 3 Kopnaopy. Y Hboro 6ys
HaKa3: y pa3i 3aTEMHEHHS HeramHo AO0CTaBuTKU ix Ao KawT. Cnyxbosa
3anonagnmeicTb Moro niasena. BiH cTynuB ynepea i HarHyBcs A0
JliaHHW. TopAOH HeramHo noyas AigaTn. BiH 6e3XanbHO BNYCTMB 1i Ha
Nignory i cxonmecs 3a Kobypy XMapHuka. 36pos onuvHWUMIacsa y mMoro
pyKax paHilwe, HiKX TOW 3po3yMiB, WO BigbyBaeTbCcsa. XMapHUK
BMMNPOCTABCS, POT Y HbOIro BiIAKPUBCA A9 KPUKY TPUBOIU.

PykosTka nictoneta BaXKo o06pywmnnacss Ha CKPOHI, HUX4Ye
wonoma. Odiuep Bnas 3aMepTBO.

— JliaHHO,— wenHyB lMNopaoH.— LBualwe! JliaHHa 6yna Bxe Ha
Horax. BoHWM BHecnu TiIO 4O KakwTU | 3akpwunau Aasepi. ['opaoH
CXWUNMBCA Ha4 HUM. Yepen 6yB po3apobneHunin.

— MepTBUIN,— WBUAKO CKa3as BiH JliaHHi,— OCb BiH, Mi WaHC!

BiH no4daB 3aupaTtn 3 odiuepa oasar. BoHa noganacs A0 HbOrO.

— 3apT, Wwo Bu bygete 3pobuTtn?

— [ecb nobnusy kopabenb IMnepii,— ckaszas NopaoH. — SAkwo
S 3iNCYl0 3aTEMHEHHS, NaTpy/lb BUABUTL | 3aX0ONUTb Hac.

— Ckopiwe po3sipBe Ha WMaTku,— 3acteperna JliaHHa. BiH
FNSAHYB iK1 Y Biui.

— 3Hato. Ane 9 roToBUIA PU3MKHYTK, SKLLO 3roaHi i Bu. Ii cipi oui
crianaxHynm.

— Tak, 3apTte! 3apa3 BupiWyeTbcss ManbyTHE BCi€l NanakTnku!

— 3anunwanTtecs TyT,— Hakasas BiH.— S o4ArHy MyHAUP i LWOJSIOM
LbOro Xsonus, ue AacTb MeHi AesiKi MOXJ/IMBOCTI.

BiH Hacuny HaTarHyB Ha cebe YOpHUN MyHAUP BOUTOro, HaCyHyB
wosioM. CyHyB aTOMHWUM nicTtonieT A0 KObypu Ta BUCIU3HYB Y
Kopunaop.

3aTeMHeHH4 We aiano, i «eHgpa» obepexHO nepemiwanacs B
CTBOpPEHOMY Helo Mopoui. f[opaoH nonpaMyBaB 40 KOPMOBOI YaCTUHU
Kopabns.
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3a MUHYNI OHI BiH yXe nepekoHaBCHd, WO 3BYK reHepaTopiB
3aTEMHEHHS MAe 3 HMXHbLOI nanybu Ha KopMi, i nocniwue 3apas Yy
HanNpsiMKY UbOro ryyHoro sepecky. Kopuaop 6yB nopoxHiM. Ha yac
3aTEMHEHHS eKinax 3anMaB Micusa 3a 60MOBUM pO3KIa40M.

[OpAOH AOCAr KiHUS KopwuAaopy i, mocniwakyun, CNyCcTUBCA MO
BY3bKOMY Tpany. Ha HWXHin nanybi 6yno TeMHO, BCi ABepi BiAYNHEHI
HaBCTiXK. BiH 3arndaHyB A0 BeNWKOI KiMHaATW 3 reHepaTtopaMun pyxy.
Odiuepu ctosnum 6ina naHenen ynpasniHHSA, iHWI congatu cnigKkysanm
3a NOKa3aHHAMWU NpuiaaiB.

OauH 3 odiuepie nobaume MopaoHa, SKMN MPOXOAUB MOB3 ABeEPi.

OaHak MyHAUDP i WonoM, MabyTb, 3aCNOKOINN XMapHUKA.

«3po3yMino,— noaymas MopaoH.— OXopoHeub, 9KOro s B6us,
noBMHeH 6yB NOBEPHYTUCH, 3aMKHYBLUM HAC y KaroTax».

BiH y>Xe Habnunaneca Ao AXxepena ryyHoro sepecky. FeHepaTtopu
3aTeMHeHHS po3TawoByBanmca 6e3nocepeaHbO nepes rosI0OBHUM
MalUMHHWUM BigaineHHsaM, i ABepi B Lue NpUMilLeHHS Tex 6ynu BiaoKpuUTi.
foOpAOH BMMWHSAB aTOMHUK NICTONET i CTynmB Ha nopir. BiH ornsHys
Be/IMKY KiMHATYy, 3BiAKM NLLOB LEeWn NMPOHU3INBUIN 3BYK. Y300BX OAHIEl
3i CTiH TArHynacsa naHenb 3 Be/IMYE3HUMU eNIeKTPOHHUMU Nnamnamu,
AKi NynbcyBanu 6inmMm CBIT/IOM.

Y KiMHaTi 6yno asa odiuepu i yvotnpu conaatn. OanH 3 odiuepis
BiABEpPHYBCS Big NaHeni 3 nepeMukadyamu, wob Bigaatnm Hakas, i
nobaumBe y aABepsx HanpyxeHe obanuys FopaoHa.

— 3apTt ApH! — BUrykKHyB BiH, Xanakw4yucCcb 3a QaTOMHY
pywHunur.— bepexitbcs!

[OpAOH HATUCHYB Ha cnycK. BiH Bnepwe KOpPUCTyBaBCA Takolo
36po€0, TOX BIACYTHICTb A[oOCBigy niasena mnoro. BiH uinueca vy
€/1eKTPOHHI /laMnu, ane 3 HEe3BUYKKM NicToNeT NiacTpubHyB Yy pyui, i
Kyns obriekna crento. fopaoH Bnae Ha nignory. Kynsa 3 pywHuui
odiuepa Baapwia B OA4BIpOK Y HbOro Haz roJjioBoOK, i TOM MUTTEBO
CranaxHys..

— 3aranbHa TpmBora! — 3akpuyas odiuep.— [dasawuTe...

[OpAOH Yy Len MOMEeHT 3HOBY CMNyCTMB KypoK. Llboro pa3sy BiH

onNyCTMB Npuuin, i aToMHa Kyns BubyxHyna cepes riraHTCbKMX siamn.
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Y NnpuMilleHHi 34inHanoca rpunboM enekTpuyHe nonym’s. [BOE€
conaaTiB i odiuep 3akpuyanu, KoOau CKaxeHuin ¢ionetoBun BOroHb
oxonue ix. Odiuep 3 pywHuuerw obepHyscs, i FopaoH HeramHo
BUCTPINIMB Y HbOIrO, @ NOTIM Y HANBNNXKUYNN KOXKYX.

iraHTCbKi laMnn BCe LWe nonasuncy, KiMHaTa nepetsopuiacs Ha
BOrHsHe nekno. [BO€ conaaTiB, 3 Xax/IMBUM KPUKaAMMN, 3aXUTanncs y
dioneToBoMy nonym’i.

[OpAoOH BIACTYNMB A0 KOpUAopy. BiH 3axonneHo 3akpnyas, KONu
TbMa 3a iNItoMiHaTOpaMu 3MiHMMAAca panToM SICHUM 30PSAHUM HEOOM.

— EkpaH BuiwoB 3 nagy! — 3akpuyas ronoc y AMHaMikax.—
MpurotyBatucs o 6oto!

MpoHM3N1MBO 3aA3BeHINWM  A3BOHW. [opaoH nodyB  TyniT
XMapHUKIB, HKi KWHYNUCA 3 BepXHbOli nanybu [0 reHepaTopis
3aTEMHEHH4.

Asapia y lanaktunui

Y KiHUi kopunaopy 3’asmnuca conpgatu Jlirn. FopAoH 3HaB, WO rpa
MOro ckiH4Yymnacs, nNpoTte HauiiMB Ha HUX CBIK aTOMHUW NICTONET.
HaniBTeMpsiBy po3ipBanu cnanaxu, Kinbka nawoaen Bnano. Ane
nicroneTt 3aMoBK, 3apsag vMoro Budyepnascs. Congatu KUHYIUCA [0
[opAOHa.

I TyT ue cranocs! Kopnyc «enapun» npoHunsana sibpauia. Hebo
3a intoMiHaTopamu Hibn 3ananano.

— IMnepcbknn kopabenb NOMITUB Hac i o6CTpintoe! — AnMKo
KPUKHYB rosioCc y AMHaMikax.— Bny4daHHsa y kopnyc!

[l0 Tpicky obwWwuBKKM i KpinneHb A0AaBCS MNPOHU3NMBUNA CBUCT
MOBITPA, 9Ke BUX0OAMNO0 Ha30BHi. [10TiIM nposiyHanu WBKMAKI KnauaHH4,
LLe aBTOMAaTUYHO 3BOAUINCA NeperopoaKku.

Kopunpgop, y 9€komy cTtodB [OpAoOH, panTtoM neperopoauna
HenpoHWKHa CTiHa. BoHa Biagpi3ana 'opaoHa Bi4A HaNagHWKIB.

— Bci no wMicusax! BasarHytnm ckadaHapu! — npo3By4dana y
ryqyHoMoBUSX KoMaHaa [epk YHaica.— MW noBuHHI 6uTnUCa 3 UMM
iMNepCcbKNM Kpencepom!
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JlyHanu A3BOHM, 3aBuMBanM cmpeHu. 3annm 60pTOBUX aTOMHUX
rapMaT BiArFyKyBaJiMCA KOPOTKMMWM MowTOBXaMu Biggadi. [laneko y
NPOCTOPi, B HEOCSAXHiN YopHOTiI fopaoH nobaumB cnanaxu ceiTna.

Ayenb y kocmoci! [lMo3basneHa 3axucHoro nons «[eHapa»,
HEMOB MilleHb, NOCTana nepeg naTpysibHUM KpeENCcepoM i TOM HeramHo
BiAKPUB BOroHb. Ane i BOHa He 3anuwunacsa y éopry.

«Ulo 3 JliaHHOW? — noaymaB ['opAOH.— AKLLO Ti NOPaHEHO...»

BiH noBepHyBCS i BUAepcs no Tpany Ha cepegHto nanyby. Y
Kopuaopi HasycTpidy nomy birna JliaHHa, 6niga, ane He cnokinHa.

— S 3Hanwna ckadaHgpu! — BUrykHyna BoHa.— Liesunawe,
3apTe! Kopabenb Moxe po3BannUTmcsa byab-sKoi XBUINHUN!

CkadaHapun BUCINM Yy OAHIN i3 wad, po3noaineHnx rno BCiX
CTpaTeriyHo BaXNMBUX Toukax Kopabna. [oppaoH i JliaHHa
NOBEPHY/INCSA A0 KakwTW | KBAM/IMBO HATArHynNM ckadaHapn —
MeTani3oBaHi, 3 KpyrnamMum npo3opumun LwosnoMamu. llogada KUCHIO
BKJIKOYasiacsa aBTOMaTUYHO. Y paaiodoHi nposyHaB rosioc JliaHHu:

— 3[Q€TbCA, NATPy/ib 36MPAETLCA PO3HECTU HAC Ha ApYy3Ku!

fopaooH He Bigxoaus Big iNtoMiHaTopa. «[eHapa» 6e3nepepBHO
MaHeBpyBasia Ha BeNUKIN WBUAKOCTI, BMXOAAYM 3-Nig yaapis, i
oAHOYacHO BiAcTpintoBanacb. [laneko y npocTopi cnanaxyBanu i
3racann  KpuXiTHIi CBIiTNOBI Touyku. [OucTtaHuia 6yna HacCTiNbKK
BEIMYE3HOI0, WO PO3PMBU AaTOMHUX CHApPAAiB NOXOAWUNN HA YKOIU
bynasku.

Hebo 3HOBY 3ananaxkoTino chninyyuMMm nMNONyM’siM — CHapsa
PBOHYB 30BCiM 6/5M3bKO. «[eHapa» 3apurHynaca y 6e33BYy4YHUX
noTtokax eHeprii. [opgoHa i JliaHHY KuHyno Ha nignory. [yn
MapwwoBux Typ6iH MOMiTHO BMaB. 3HOBY 3akjauasnMm aBTOMATUYHI
nepebopku.

— [lpob6oiHa y MalWwKMHHOMY BigdineHHi! — 3akpuyaB XTOCb Y
pagiodoH.— lMpautoroTb TiNIbKKM ABa reHepaTtopa!

— TpumaTtuca! — BignosiB piwyyni ronoc lepk YHaica. — 3apas
MU 3HULWKMMO LIEN IMMEPCBKNIN Kpencep CBOEK HOBOK 36poElo...

HoBot 36poer? lMNopaoH 3ragas cnosa LWopp KaHa npo HoBy

cekpeTHy 36poto, NpOTU KOOI HEMAE 3axXMUCTY.
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— JliaHHO, iM Tenep He A0 Hac! — BUINyYKHYB BiH.— OCb Hall LWaHC
A0 BTeui! AKWO MM 3axOnNMMO pPSATYBAsbHY LWJKOMNKY, TO 3MOXEMO
aictatuca oo uboro Kpewncepa! JliaHHa He Baranacs.

— 4 rotoBa, 3apT!

— XoaiMmo,— HakaszaB BiH. BoHW poBro 6irnn nNOpPOXHIMK
Kopungopamun. <«[eHapy» CWUNbHO rongano. MuHynu rapMmaTHy
ranepeto. OasrHeHi y ckapaHapu aptnnepuctu 6ynm 3anHaTi b6uTeoto
| HiYOro He noMmiTUNKU. A OoCb | TYNWUK — W03, WO Beae A0 OAHIEl 3
NPUKPINJIEHUX 40 KOPNyCYy pATYBasbHUX WJIOMNOK. FOpAOH B34BCS 3a
PYKOSITKWN.

— JliaHHO, 9K BiAKpWUTK NIOK? BOHa TeX nocMuKasna pPyYku —
6e3pe3ynbTaTHO.

— 3apTe, aBTOMAaTUYHUIN 3aMOK 3abnokosaHo! Lle o3Hayae, Wwo
laonkKa nowkoaxeHa! f'opaoH He AaB po3nayy oXonuTu Moro.

— Hivyoro, 3Hangemo iHwy! — BNeBHEeHO CKa3aBs BiH.

«[enapy» rongano, Tpiwanu wnaHroytn i nepebopkun. 3a
6bopTOM oaMH 3a ogHMM BUbByXxanu cHapsau. I pantoMm y paaiodoHi
NPONYHAaB ryyHun, Tpiymgyroumin ronoc epk YHaica.

— Hawa 36pog aictana ix! Bcim 6opToMm — BoroHb! — I mManxe
BiApa3sy no4yyecsa Becenumn euryk: — €!

B intoMiHaTop nopyd 3i wao3oM [opaoH nobaymB paneko y
NPOCTOpPi SACKpaBMKM crnasnax, CXOXWM Ha HOBY 3ipKy. Tak, ue byna
Tenep He KpUXiTHa To4YKa, a cfinyda 3ipKa, aKka ogpasy 3racna.

— BOHM 3HUWKMAN YMMOCHL IMMEPCbKUIN Kpencep! — BUIyKHYya
JliaHHa. Cepue y NopaoHa Bnano.

— Anne MM LWe MOXeMO YTIKTU, 4KWOo AiCTaHeMOCHA OAHIEl 3
LLTFOMNOK.

BoHn noBepHynucb, wob WTM Has3aa. Ane y uUen MOMEHT 3
6iyHoro kopunaopy eubirnm gea odiuepa.

— Ocb BOHM! — KpUKHYB nepLliunn, Xanawuymcb 3a aTOMHUU
nicroner.

fopAoOH KMHYBCA Ha3ycTpidy. Kopabenb 3HOBY CMUKHYJIO, i BOHU
NOKOTUAMUCSA NO NiAN03i, BUpUBAO4YN OAMH Y O4HOr0 36poto.
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MoTiMm MOpAOH No4YyB HOBI rosI0CK | Big4yB Ha cobi 6e3niy pyk.
Moro BupBanM 3 pyK MPOTMBHMKA i rpybo MOCTaBWAM Ha HOrMW.
3aanxatoumcb. [opaoH nobaumB JliaHHY, OTOYEeHY [OECATKOM
XMapHuKiB. HuMm kKomaHayBaB [epk YHAic, obnnuuysa 49koro 3a
3abpanom wonoma 6yno CKaxKxeHuM.

— 3pagHuk! — npockperotaB BiH.— A nonepeakas Llopp
KaHa — He MOXHa AO0BipATKM iMNepaTopCbKOMY KoAaNy!

— [0 CTiHKM 060X! — KPUKHYB XTOCb.— Yepe3 HUX Hac neab He
BiANpaBu/N HaA TOM CBIT!

— Hi,— BigpizaB [epk YHAic.— 3 HUMU Hexan po3bupaceTbcs
BOXAb, KOJIM MW NOBEPHEMOCSH A0 XMapwu.
— [loBepHeMoOcA? — ripkO 3anepeymsB iHWUW odiuep.—

«[leHopa» nokaniyeHa, OCTaHHIi ABa reHepaTopu fieaBe AUMXaloTb,
PATYBasbHI WAOMNKM MNOWKOAXKEHI. MM He nponaeMo i niBAoporu.
O6nnyug [lepk YHAica He 3MiHMIoCS.

— Toai HaMm noTpibHO cxoBaTucs, nokn Lopp KaH He Hagiwne
psATYyBanbHUM Kopabenb. Mu BUKAMYEMO MNOro Ha wWUdpPyBanbHIn
XBWANi i 4ONOBIMO MpO Te, WO Tpanunocs.

— CxoBaTtucsa! — ckpukHyB odiuep.— TyT npocTip IMmnepii!
MaTpynbHWIN Kpencep HaneBHO MNOBIAOMMB MPO CYTUUKY. He MunHe 1
nobu, Ak cekTop KuWwitTMMe kopabnsamu. [depk YHAIC No-BOBYOMY
BULLKIpUBCA.

— 3Haw. Ham posepetbca nitv 3Biacu. I 9 3Haw, Kyan.— BiH
TUUBLHYB Y iNtOMiHATOP Ha 6/1M3bKY MIAHOMO KONbOPY 3ipKYy, siKa XapKo
csisifia Kpi3b BOFHSAHUW cepriaHoK TyYMaHHOCTIi OpioHa.— Y LUbOro cCoHuUs
€ NJaHeTa, No3HayeHa Ha KapTax sk 6esntogHa. TaM MM CXOBAEMOCH
i BMKNM4YeMo pgonomory. [lpoknAaTi iMMepcbKi Kpencepu He[oBro
OyayTb WyKaTU Hac, 9KLWO MM 3a7MWLIMMO po36uTmnin Kopabenso.

— Ane Ha KapTax BKa3aHo, L0 cucTeMa 3HaxXoAUTbCA Y LEeHTpI
nMnoBoro uumknoHy! Ha paBox TypbiHax Tyanm He npobutuca,—
3ayBaXXMUB XMapHUK.

— Bwuxop noHece Hac,— BianosiB [epk YHaic.— A ans
pATYBanbHOro Kopabna BiH He nepewkoga. Waoemo Tyan Ha

MaKCUMasnbHIN WBWAKOCTI, AKY 3MOXYTb AaTW reHepaTopwu, eHeprito
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3aJIMWNMO TiNbKU ANns 3B’4A3KYy 3 TasslapHOo. M1 3MOXXeMO BUKITUKATH
i, nvwe konn 6ypemo y 6e3neui Ha uin nnaHeti.— BiH poaas,
BKa3syw4un Ha ['opaoHa i JliaHHY: — LiMX ABOX 3B’A3aTW | MPUCTAaBUTKU
A0 HUX NIOAWHY, sika BecCcb 4ac 6yae Tpumatu iX nig npuulinom.
BukoHnywnTte, JliHH Kann!

fopaoHa i JliaHHy BUTArNM 00 OAHIEI 3 KAlOT, CTiIHKKU sKOi 6ynu
CUNbHO NoBUTI Nig 4Yac 6uTBKU. TaM iIX KUHYAU Y MNPYXUHHI Kpicna.
[puB’a3ann pyKu i HOMM MILHUMWU NNACTUKOBUMU peMeHAaMU. [10TiM
odiyep nNiwos, 3aNNWKMBLLN 3 HUMN BUCOKOIo 036p0OEHOr0 BapTOBOroO.

fopaoOHY BAANOCA MOBEPHYTU CBOE Kpicno Tak, wob 6auuntu
JliaHHYy.

— S XOTiB £K Kpalle,— TUXO CKasaB BiH.— Aie BCe Ti/lbKu
3incyBsas.

BoHa BianoBina BiaABa>kHO MOCMILLKOK Kpi3b npo3ope 3abpano
LLOJSIOMY.

— Ue 6yno HeobxiaHo, 3apT. NMpuHanMMHI, MK 3iNCcyBann naaHu
LLlopp KaHa.

OpHak opaoH po3yMiB — Bce ckiH4eHo. Moro cnpoba BuaaTtu
«[eHapy>» iMNepcbKOMY MaTpy/il0 3aBeplumiaca NMOBHUM MpOBAsiOM.
Ynm 6u He 6yna HoBa 36podA XMapHMKIB, BOHa BUSBUIACA 3aHAATO
MOTY>XHOK AN8  NaTpyNbHOro Kpencepa. BiH gocar o4HOro:
NPoAEeMOHCTPYBaB XMapHMKaM, Lo BiH Bopor. [Nlonepeantn TpooH Npo
3pajy Tenep He BaacTbcs. Ix 3 JliaHHOW 3HOBY AOCTaBNATL A0 XMapw,
y nanu gukrartopa...

«Uboro He 6ype! — noknasca cobi opaoH.— Ckopiwe s
3acCTaB/tl0 XMapHUKIiB B6UTKM Hac!»

Kinbka roguMH reHepaTopun HATYXHO PpeBinn, BUTpayvarouu
OCTaHHi 3anacu eHeprii. lOTIM 3aMOBK/IM, MOYaBCS BiNIbHUW MONIT.
He3abapom «[leHapa» ysinwna 40 cepnaHKy Benmye3Hoi TYMaHHOCTI.

Yac Big 4acy 3 Hagp 3o0pesnboTa AOJIMHANW 3/0BICHI CKpuUMu.
Konn Ha 3MiHYy OXOpPOHUK NPUALLOB iHWKWK conaaTt, FopaoH Ai3HaBcs
3 IXHbOI pO3MOBMU, LLO 3 YCiX odiuepiB i pAAOBUX Y XNBUX 3aNLLNIOCS
nuue BiCiMHaguAaTb.
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3a Kiflbka rogMH BMHMKMIA 60BTaHKA: MNOLWKOAXEHUN Kopabenb
NOTpanuB Yy MOJIOH CUJIbHUX MWUNOBUX Tedin. FopAaOH 3po3yMiB, WO
BOHU BXOASATb Y TOM CaMUN LUUKIIOH, Npo sskui rosopwus JliHH Kann.
XuTaBunua nocuntoBanacs, 3gasanocd, «[leHapa» po3BasIlOETbLCA Ha
4yacTUHW. T[1OTIM nNpONlyHAB TYYHUMN TPICK, a CMAiAOM — TY4YHUN,
LWMMNSYNIA 3BYK.

— 3 BiACIKIB BUXOAUTb NOBITpA,— npowenoTina JliaHHa.— be3s
ckadaHapiB My 6 yxxe 3arnHynu...

CMepTb i Tak 6yna nopyy: 6e3nopaaHuin kopabenb Xx6ypnsnu
MOFYTHi NMUIOBI BUXOPW, SKi HEC/IU MOro A0 NJaHEeTw.

[MoBiNbHO MMHaNu roamnHu. Tenep «[leHapa» BMKOPUCTOBYBasa
3a/IMWKN eHeprii, wob He nigaaTnca TAXIHHIO MIAHOMO COHUSA, A0
SIKOro Habnuxxanacs.

[opaoH i JliaHHa noBwuAM Yy inNOMIHATOpPi Nnuuwe BUMNAAKOBI
npobnuckn ceitna. [loTiMm nobauunm nnaHety, ska obepTanacs
HaBKOJI0O UbOro MiAHOro COHUSA,— >XOBTUMW AMMHUIN LWAp. 3arpuMina
OCTaHHA KoMaHAaa [epk YHAica:

— [lo amoptmsatopax! Xopctka nocaaka! ConpaT, SKUN
CTOPOXKMB 6paHLUiB, NpUCTebHYBCH Yy BilbHOMY Kpicni. Kpi3b aipku B
obwmnBLI 3aCBUCTINO NOBITPA.

[OpAOH BCTUI MNOMITUTU CYUISIbHI >XOBTi 3apocCTi, AKi M4anu
Ha3ycTpiy. [BUIryHNM HancagHoO 3aBW/IM, HaMarar4ymcCb CNOBISIbHUTU
nagiHH4A. MoTiM 6yB CTpalHWI NOWTOBX — i HAacTana TeMpsBsa.

Crpaxitaumsi ntogm

FOpAOH MPWIALLOB A0 TAMM BpaXeHui | 3acninneHuit. Momy
AOMOMIr TPpMBOXHUM wWeniT JliaHHW. [liBUMHA Haxunanacs 4o HbOro 3
Kpicna, Ao sikoro 6ysa npue’sa3aHa.

— 3apT, Bac He nopaHeHo? Balle Kpic/1o 30BCiM 3/11aManocs.

— Hi, 9 He nopaHeHnn,— Hacuny BiANOBIB [OpAOH, 03MpPaKYNCH
Mo CTopoHaM.— Mwu, 34a€TbC4, Cinun...

«[JeHopa» 6inbwe He 6yna kopabnem — noHiBeyeHa Kyna
MeTany, 4Ns Kol NoAbOTU CKiIHUYMANCS HasaBxXan. CTiHn 6ynu 3iM’aTi,
LWNAHroyTW 3/71aMaHi, Haye KapToH, cuiot yaapy. Xapke MigHe CBiT/o
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B/IMBANOCH Kpi3b CAKOYMMA TMPOJIOM Yy CTiHi. Yepe3 uen OTBIip
BiAKpMBanacsa KapTUHa He3aWMaHWUX [OXKYHriB. 30BHiI TiCHUAUCA
BMCOKi aAepeBa, WWNpoKe OyplTUHOBE NINCTS SIKUX POCO MPsSMO 3
rnagkux ctosbypis. 30/10TUCTUN NUNOK NJaBaB y MeTasieBoOMY CBIiTNI
COHUSA, | AMBHI MepeTUHYaCTOKpWi NTULi ManopinuM Haa >XOBTUMMU
3apOCTSAMMU.

Cnyx N'opaoHa BNOBUB HepiBHI 3BYKM aTOMHUX TypbiH.

— Jlroan [epk YHAica HaMmararTbCA 3anyCTUTU reHepaTtopu,—
ckasana JliaHHa.— VIMOBipHO, BOHM BUiNiNN.

— Omxke, BOHM XO4yTb BigNpaBuUTU 3BICTKY A0 XMapu,—
npobypmoTie NopaoH.— I Wopp KaH Haaiwne ciogn iHWum kopabensb.

[0 katTn 3a3mpHyB JliHH Kainn, Bxe 6e3 wosioma, y YOpHOMY
odiLepCbKoOMY MyHAUPI.

— 3HIMITb 3 HUX ckadaHapu,— HakKas3aB BiH cofgaTtaM, SKi
CYynpoBOAXYBann Noro.— A noTiM 3HOBY 3B’SXiTb i He NaHbKanTecs!

be3 Baxkoro ckadaHapa N'opaoH noyysaB cebe kpaue. lNoBiTp4
byno HacmyeHe He3HaMOMUMKM MPSAHUMM 3anaxamuy, asne AuXanocs
nerko. HaBnpoTu KaTn po3TawoByBanacs pybka 38’a3Ky. 3a AKUUCb
yac 3BiATUM AOHICCA BUCOKWMMW MUCK nepefasBava, noTiM rosoc [epk
YHAica:

— TannapHa, BianosiganTe! foBOpUTDH «[deHppa2!
BignosiganTel!..

JliaHHa 3anuTana nowenku:

— Xiba iXx nepepaya He npuBepHe yBarun? SKWo ii noyye
iMNepcbKnin NaTpynb, WO ToAi? NopAOH Ha LUe He CrnoAiBaBcs.

— Hi, Jepk YHgic rosopus, wo 6yae npauloBaTW Ha TAEMHIN
xBuni. OTXe, cUurHan 3anmnWmnTbCsa HEMOMIYEHNUM.

BUKNWKKN TpUBanu Kinibka XBUAnH. MNoTiM BOHM no4vynu, wo Jepk
YHAiIC Haka3aB BUMKHYTU nepenaBad.

— Tpoxu 3rogom cnpobyeMo 3HOBY,— cCKasaB BiH.— Ham
MOTPIGHO NMPOTPUMATUCS, MOKM He 3B’SAXKEMOCSH 3 LWTAboM.

HenoMiTHMMKM nMowToBXaMu Tina opAOH PO3ropHYB CBOE Kpic/io
i yepes nponoMu y cTiHax 6aume Tenep, wWo BiAbGyBa€eTbCa y pybUi

3B’4A3KYy. 3a ABi rOAMHU TaM 3HOBY 3’aBunaunca [epk YHAic i onepaTop.
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Konun reHepaTtopu 3aa3nxxyanu, 3B’4A3KiBeLb peTesibHO BCTAHOBWUB Ha
naHeni BepHbEPU i 3aMKHYB Kifibka pybubHUKIB.

— He 36unte xBunw,— 3actepir noro Aepk YHaic.— {Akuwo
NPOKAATI iMNepcbKi Kopabni nepexonnsTb XO4Y C/0BO, BOHWU HAc TyT
Xe 3amneneHryroTh.

3HOBY Niwn BUKNMKKU. Liboro pasy TannapHa BiArykHynacs.

— Tyt «[deHapa»! — paadicHO 3akpuyaB XMapHUK.— KanitaH
Aepk YHaic! He MOXy BKAOUUTU Tenectepeo, Mano eHeprii. Aato
poO3rni3HaBasibHUIN KOA...

BiH npoaukTyBaB AoBrun psaa  umdp, M0OTIM MOBIAOMUB
NMPOCTOPOBI KOOPAMHATU NNaHETU, gKa cTasna iX NPpUTYSIKOM, KOPOTKO
AonosiB npo 6in Ta NOro Hacnigku.

Y npunManbHUKY nNponyHas rydyHuin rosoc LWopp Kana:

— [Askyto 3a cnyxby, Aepk. He aymaB, WO NPUHL, HaCTINIbKK
AypHUN. Ane He BnaganTe y Bigyan, Jlira He 3aUWINTbL CBOIX repois,
HeramHo BMUCMNalo We OANH «NpuBUA». YekanTte, BiH CKOpo npubyae.
I He BuxoabTe binblwe Ha 3B’830K. He MoXxHa, WwWo6 NpOTUBHUK
Ai3HABCA NpPoO Balle MiCLe3HaXOo4XXEeHHA.

— Cnyxatocb, naHe! — BuUrykHye J[epk YHAic.— 4KWwo 4
NnpaBuNbHO 3p0O3yMiB, Be3TU 3apT ApHa Ha 3eM/0 BXe He Tpeba?
— Y »xogHoMy pasil — po3cmigsca Lopp KaH.— [onoBHe

3aBAaHHSA — WO6 BOHWU He BTEKNN. B NOBUHHI 4OCTaBUTU IX XXNBUMU
abo MepTBMMU. Ane Kpallue XUBUMU — S NIATOTYHO TENJIMN NMPUNOM...

[lopAOH NOX0N0B, MOYyBWW Ui cnoBa. JliaHHa WBUAKO rngHyna
Ha HbOro, ane npomoBYana. A XxMapHuku Tpiymepysanu. e 6 nak —
CKopo Haginge nigmora! Tpoxu 3roaoM MNopaoH novys, aK lepk YHaic
BiAAAE PO3NOPALAXKEHHA.

— byaeMo TpumaTtn o060poOHY HaBKkoNO Kopabnsa. HesigoMo, siKi
TBAPOKM MOXYTb Hacensatu uen nic. JliHH Kann, BWM KOMaHAYETe
rMnepLlo 3MiHOHO.

MigHe coHue onycTunocsa 3a obpin, i XKOBTi 3apOoCTi OropHyna
iMmna. Biguysanocs cupe agmxaHHsa nicy. Hiy 6yna sicHa, 9K y NOBHUN
Micsub; HeboM TyT 6yna TyMaHHIiCTb OpioHa, ii xonoaHe csWBO

OCBIT/IIOBANIO NOXMYPIi OXKYHINi Ta pewwTKkn po3butoro kopabns.
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Hezabapom nicna 3axody CoOHUSA, 3 3apoCcTen AOJIMHYB
BigAaNeHUN NMpPOTAXHUIA KpuK. Lle 6yno roptaHHe 3BipuHE peBiHHS,
ane 3By4YaB Y HbOMY i Mamxe nOACbKUKA 3akanK. FopaoH Mnovys
rY4HuMi ronoc [lepk YHaica:

— Ue, MmabyTb, Bennkuin 3Bip! byabte nuabHi!

JliaHHa 3Wwynunnace.

— CrpalHi icTopii po3noBigatoTb Npo Ui 3arybneHi ceitn, 3apT.
He KoXeH KaniTaH HaBaXXUTbCS YBINTU A0 NMUNOBOrO LMKIIOHY...

— Croaun npunetdaTtb barato Kopabnis, SKWO A9 3MOXY 3B’S3aTUCH
3 HUMWU,— HeyBaXxHO npobypmoTiB [OpAOH.— MW He NOBUHHI
NOBEepHYTUCA A0 XMapW.

Y Hboro 6yno wochb, WO AaBano cnabky Hagito. lpyXuHHe
Kpicno, A0 AKOro BiH 6yB NpuB’sA3aHW, NOCTpaxaano npu nocaaui,
K | Bce iHWe. MeTtaneBunn NiANOKITHUK, A0 AKOro 6byna npuMoTaHa
NOro npasa KUCTb, TpiCHYB. TpiwnHa 6yna HeBenunka, ane y Hei 6yB
NiaHATUN, 3a3ybpeHuin Kpan. O6 U FOCTpy KPOMKY BiH 3apa3 Tep
MiLHWW NNACTUKOBMIN peMiHb. HaBpsaa 4M niacTuk nigaactbCs, ane ue
X04Y SfKacCb AiANbHICTb. BiH HeNnoMiTHO pobuB ue, Nokn He 3aboninu
M’3U1. [10TiM 3aHYPUBCS Y BaXXKUN COH.

Mig paHok iX po36yanB MOTOPOLWHMN KPUK Y 3apoCcTax. MnHyB
AEHb, | HiY, i We oanH aeHb. NMocnaHui 3 XMapu He 3’aBnanucsd. A Ha
TPETIO HiY NpUNLLOB XaxX.

Biapa3sy nicna HacTaHHA TeMpsABM 3 O4HOMO 3 MOCTIB AOJIMHYB
KPUK, MOTIM MOCTPiT @aTOMHOI PyLHUU,.

— B 4iM cnpaBa? — KpukHyB [epK YHaic.

— SIKiCb TBApIOKK, CXOXi Ha Nt0AEN, ane BOHU pO3TaHy/n, KOAu

S BWUCTPINMB,— BIANYKHYBCA iHWWA ronoc.— 3HWUKIN, HEMOB 3a
MOMaxoM YapiBHOI nanmyku!

— 3HoBYy! — 3ngKaHO 3aKkpuyaB TpeTin ronoc.— BoHwu
HacTynarTb!

3ann aToOMHUX pYyWHUUb po3ipBaB TeMmpaBy. [epK YHAIC
BUIyKyBaB Haka3u. JliaHHa po3BepHYya Kpicno Ao isltoMiHaTopa.
— 3apT, norndHore!
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FfopaAoOHY TeX BAANOCA NOBEPHYTUCSH, | BiH NobaumB HEMMOBIpHE
BMnaoBULLE.

I3 3apocTten no kopabnsa 6irnn aecaTtkn nLAUMHONOAIOHUX ICTOT.
BoHn 6ynu cxoxi Ha Benn4yesHux rymoBux nogen. Oui ix nananu
rnekesbHUM BOrHEM.

JdepK YHAIC Ta iHWIi Linnanca 3 aTOMHUX pyLWwHULb.

Cninydyi po3puBn 3HOBY 3aTbMapuan XonoaHe CBIiT/1I0 TYMaHHOCTI.
Ane npu BAyYaHHi TyMOBiIi AWM NpPOCTO TaHynu. Tina ix
nepeTBoprOBaINCA Ha B'A3KUN CNU3, AKUW MOBINbHO BignoB3aB A0
yarapHuka.

— Hac oTtoyeHo! — icTepnyHo KpukHYB JliHH Kain.— Ix HaaTto
b6arato! 36pos 6e3cuna!l

— He naHikyBatn! — rapkHyB [lepk YHAic.— JliHH, reHepaTopwu!
MigknodiTe A0 HUX Kabenb. CnpobyemMo po3irHaTM UMX TBaApHOK
BMNPOMiHIOBaHHAM. LlBunalie!

Ouyi JliaHHM HaNOBHWIUCSA >XaXOM — HaMaAHUKMU CXOMUNU ABOX
conaaTiB i NOBOJIOKN Y TYyLLaBUHY.

— 3apT, ue uyposucbka! He nwgn, ane i He 3Bipi... [opaoH
6aumB, WO cnpaBu Kencbki. N'ymMoBa oppa TiCHMNA XMapHWKIB A0
Kopabnd. 3paBanocs, HanagHukn  HeBpasnumei. OTpuMmaBLin
MOpaHEHHS, BOHW MNPOCTO pPO3TiKanuca CnAM3oM. PanToM Tro0CHO
3aryainu reHepartopu kopabns. Y noni 3opy 3’aBmnance JliHH Kann i we
ABOE. BOHU TArnnM MacMBHUKW BUMNPOMIHIOBA4Y, 3HATUIN 3 ABUryHa. 3a
HUM TATHYBCS BaXXKuU Kabenb.

— BkntoyanTe ix wemnawe! — posnopsaamnecsa Aepk YHaic.— LUunx
icTOT HagTo 6araTo!

— Po3cTtynitbcs! — KpukHyB JliHH Kainn. BiH yBiMKHYB anapar.

3BiATN BUpPBABCA CAiNy4Ynin eHepreTMYHMi nNpoMiHb. 3eMns
BKpunaca CaM3oM, WO BignoB3aB nig MPUKPUTTA Nicy. 3apocCTi
BUFYKHYN 3MTICHUMU KPUKaAMN.

— T4arHiTe Apyrmm BunpomiHioBad! — HakaszaB [lepk YHAic. —
Po3cTaBTe IX MO BCbOMY nepuMeTpy. JiMwe BMNPOMIHIOBAHHSA A€ Ha
UMX TBapHoK!

— 3BiAKN BOHU B34/nCa? — 3asepewas JliHH Kann.
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— Hikonn rapatn! — Bigpizas [epk YHaic.— TloTyunTte
BMMNpPOMiHIOBaui!

3a niBrogMHun niwna HoBa aTaka. Ha uen pa3 rymose BOIHCTBO
3ycTpina ob6’€egHaHa Miub 4YOTUPbOX BUMPOMIHIOBAYIB, i arpecopu
BIACTYNUNN.

— BoHW niwnn! — 3aamxarymncb, BUTYKHYB OAMH XMapHUK.—
Ane 3abpanun ABox Hawmx!

Konn reHepatopu BWUMKHYAW. [OpAOH no4yyB BAASIMHI HOBUM
3BYK. PiBHUW, NynbCyrO4nin, HEMOB rnyxmm api6 6apabaHis, BiH nyHaB
Ha 3axoAi 3 ONPOMIHEHUX XONIOAHUM CAMBOM OXYHINiB. PanToM Kpi3b
6apabaHHuI 6ili npopBannca cnabki, MOBHI MYKM NOACBKI ronocu. Ix
3arnywmB rnepeMoXXH1Um roptaHHmim xop. MNMoTiMm 3anana Tuwa.

«le kpuyanun nonoHeHi,— xaxHyscs opaoH.— bor 3Hae, Wwo 3
HUMK cTanocsa!» o6 BpaTyBaTu JliaHy Big UMX CTpaXiTb, SKYCb MUTb
BiH rotoBun 6yB A06pPOBINILHO NOBEPHYTUCA A0 XMapu. Ane XBUINHA
cnabkocTi Bigpa3y MuUHyna. BoHW BUpPBYTbLCA 3BiACKM — ane He An4
Toro, wob 3HoBY noTpanutu Ao pyk Wopp Kana!

BiH 3MycuB cebe npoaosxysaTn cnabki, Mamxe HEMOMITHI pyxu,
AKUMWU Tep MNNacTUKOBUMN peMiHb 06 3a3ybpeHunn Kpawn TpilWnHM,
BToMuBLUKCH, 3a4piMaB i MPOKUHYBCHA BXE Ha CBITAHKY.

Y cBiTAi MIiQHOMO COHUSA >XOBTI AXYHCNI 34aBasicad OMaHJIMBO
MUPHUMU. Ane i TIOpeMHUKK, i BpaHui 3Hanun Tenep, SKi CTpaxiTTH
X0BalOTbCA Y UMX 30/10TUX XallaxX.

MpoTtarom AaHA [opAOH NpoAOBXYyBaB 3aB34aTi  cnpobu
no36aBuUTUCSA BiA CBOIX Y3, KOPUCTYHOUUCb KOXHOK Harogow, Konu
OXOpoOHeub He anBmBecs y noro b6ik. JliaHHa npowenoTina:

— Bu cnoaiBaeTecs 3BiIbHUTUCA?

— [10 HOui 9 3MOXY nepeTepTu Moro,— BiAMNOBIB BiH.

— A noTiM? {Ka Big UbOro KOpuUCTb? M He 3MOXEMO BTEKTU A0
nicy.

— Hi, ane Mu Bnknn4yemo gornomory. S 3Hato cnocib.

HactaB Bedip. [lepKk YHAIC BiaAaBaB ypuB4YacCTi HaKa3u:

— [lo ABOE Ha KOXHWMN BUNpPOMiHIOBaA4Y. OTynTecsa BigraHSaTU

4ya4OBUCbK. [[eHepaTopu npauioBaTUMYTb BCHO Hiud.
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Ona FopaoHa ue 6yna xopowa 3BicTKa. BoHa nonerwysana
BMKOHAHHA MOro HeHadinHoro nnaHy. BiH BigyyBaB, WO LWifbHA
nnacrMaca nepeTepTta  BXe HanoJIOBMHY; ajie BOHA BCe LWe
3a5Mwanacd Ayxe MiuHow.

[eHepaTopn 3aa3mX4anun, | CTPUBOXEHUM XMapHWUKaM He
[0BeNocs A0Bro 4yekatu aTaku. 3 OCHASAHOI TYMaHHICTIO Xalli 3HOBY
AOJIUHYNU NIOTI KPUKMN.

— [oTynTecs, BOHN MOXYTb 3’SIBUTUCS LLOXBUINHU! — KPUKHYB
epk YHaic.

I3 3apocten 3 ropTaHHMUMM KpPUKaMM HECTPUMHOK J1IaBUHOIO
BMKOTMNAcA ryMoBa 3rpas. li 3yCcTpiB KOHLEHTpOBaHWi yaap
BMMNPOMIHIOBAHHA.

— BoHu BigcTtynatTb! — BUrykHyB [lepK YHAic.

— Ane He BMUpaloTb! — 3anepeynB XTOCb.— BOHW TaHyTb |
BUTIKAKOTb Y KyLuil

fopAoOH 3pO3yMiB, WO 4Yac HacTtaB. [eHepaTopu BKJOYEHi, BCI
XMapHWKN 3anHATI 060poHOK. BiH HanpyXuB M’s13n, CrodiBatoumChb
poO3ipBaTU peMiHb, afie He po3paxyBaB MOro MiyHocTi. EnactnyHa
njacrtMaca TpuMmanacsa. BiH HanpyXuBCcHA 3HOBY, 3 YCIEI0O CWUJI0KO, Ha
aky 6y 3aaTHMM. Ha uen pa3 nnactuk nonHys. BiH nocniwHo
pO3NJlyTaB iHLWIi peMeHi, CKOYMB i 3BiIbHUB JliaHHY. [10TIM KMHYBCS 3
KaloTun 40 pybKu 3B’S3KY.

NMomante 3HaK, SKWO XMapHWKM MNOBEPHYTbLCA.— MNOMpPOCUB
BiH.— S cnpobyto BKAKUYNTU Nepenasad.

— Yu 3yMieTe BU 3B’93aTNUCA 3 TPOOHOM? — 3anuTasia AiBYMHaA.

— Hi, ane 4 3i6't0 HacTpowky. byab-sikuin curHan sigpasy
npuBepHe yBary A0 Ui€l naaHeTw.

Y HanisTempsiBi pybkn [opaAoOH HaBMoOMauUKM  3HAWLIOB
PYOUNbHUKUN, SIKi MUHYNIOrO pa3y BK/tOYaB onepartop. Ane nepenasay
6y M™MepTtBun. Hi 3BYyKYy, Hi ickpu Yy BakyyM-namnax. [ipke
po34yapyBaHHA oxonuno noro. Cnpoba 3BiINbHUTUCA  3HOBY
3aKiHYMnacsa NOBHMM NMpPOBAJIOM.
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Kaxnmeum cBiT

30BHI 6ywyBana 6utBa. opaoH 3MycuB cebe 3acnokoiTucs,
nepesipne pyobunbHnkn. OamH He 6yB 3aMkHyTun! Konn [opAaoH
YBIMKHYB MOro, nposiyHano A3wX4YaHHS, Yy n1aMnax 3acBiTUAINCA HUTKU
HaKanlBaHHA.

— [eHepaTopn 3ynuHAKTbCA! BunpomiHioBadi BTpadalTb
MOTYXHICTb! — 3aKpuyaB XTOCb i3 XMAapHWUKIB.

— 3apT, BU bepeTe Tak 6araTo eHeprii Big reHepartopis, WO
BMMNPOMIiHIOBa4di racHyTb,— 3acTteperna JliaHHa.— 3apa3 BOHM
NnpMnayTb NOANBUTUCA, WO TPanuocs.

— MeHi noTpibHO We KiNnbKa cekyHAa,— BiaNoOBIiB BiH, HANpPYy>eHo
CXUNAYNCL Ha4 NaHenn 3 BEPHbEPAMMU,

BiH 3HaB, WO He 3MOXe AaTu HiISKOro OCMUCNeHoro curHany. Ane
AKLWO BAACTLCS MOCMATU X04 AKMWUCb CUIrHas, TO caM (pakT nepeaadi 3
be3noaHOI NNaHeTu, HEMUHYYe nNpuBEpHE YyBary iMNepcbKunx
Kpencepis, AKi 0bWwyKyBanu uen cektop. NopaoH rapsiikoBo KpyTuB
BEPHbEPU. AnapaT TO OXXMBaB, TO 3aTMxXas Nig NOro HeaoCBiAYEHNMU
pyKamu.

— Lli TBaptoKn 3HOBY aTaKylTb! — KpuyaB 30BHIi [lepK YHAic. —
JliHH, NoauBITLCA, WO TaM 3 reHepaTopamu! Lenawe!

LLlym 6uTBKN HabnmxxaBcAa. 3acTepex/nBuin BUryk JliaHHU 3MycuB
fopaoHa ob6epHyTUca. Y naBepsax crepeopybku crosas 6niaun,
po3natnaHmmn JliHH Kann. XMapHUK BUXOMNUB MiCTONET:

— Twncaua JopTis! 4 Tak i gymaB... [OpAOH KMHYBCS Ha HbOrO, i
BOHW nonaganu Ha nignory. MNMoTiM Kpi3b WYM BiH NO4YYB >XaxJIMBUN
KpuK JliaHHW i panToM nobaynB cTpawHi dirypun, ski BnoMmnuca y
Kopunaop.

'ymoBi arpecopu! lNopoa)xeHHs1 60XXeBiNIbHOro CBITY NpopBasincs
Ao Kopabns kpi3b ocnabneHy o60poHy!

MOTYy>XHi nanu NigHaAM y NoBiTPpSA AiBUMHY. [OpPOXHI 06nnuyg,
nanatodi oui 6ynm 30BCiM 651M3bKO. FOPAOH ANKO 3aKpuyaBs, BiAKWMHYB
NinH Kaiina i cnpobysae BcTaTu. Ane He 3Mir. Moro Bxe npuaasuna
M’'fKa Maca, Yy Tino BYENnWINCA PYKWU, THYYKi, 9K wynanbusd

BOCbMMHora. JliHH Kann BCTUr CnycTUTU KYpPOK, i OAUH 3 HanagHUKIB
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nepeTBOpPMBCS Ha MNOB3y4ynn cnu3. Ane iHWi Bigpa3y HaBaIWUANCA Ha
XMapHUKa.

KopuaopamMun MNpOKOTMBCS PiM MOCTPiNiB. IX nepekpus ronoc
epk YHaica:

— Ouunctutn kopabenb! TpuMmaTn ABEPi, NOKU MU HE HanarogMMmo
BMNpOMiHIOBaYi! BopyuwiTbca!

foOpAOH BigYanaywWwHO YMHUB OMip, ane MOryTHi pykKu BigipBanu
noro Biag nignorn. N'ymosi nonumwa Bigctynanm 3 po3éuTtoro kopabns,
Hecyuu 3 cobol TpbOX Ntoaen. NopAoH 3 XaxoM 3p03yMiB, WO Le BiH,
no3baBuBLLUM XMApPHWUKIB 3axUCTy, Wob nocnatu CeBiN BigYaNAyLIHUN
CUrHasn, HaknkKas Ha JliaHHY CcTpallHe BunpobyBaHHS.

— [epk, Hac cxonunun! — 3akpuyas JliHH Kawnn, i FopaoH noyvys
y BignoBiAb KpuK Xaxy. [N'ypKoOTiiM nocTpinu, iM Bignosigann ntoTi
KpuUkn. Bukpagadi nerko Hecnmn 6paHuiB Kpi3b BMCOKI 3apocTi. Bcs
rymoBa opAa BiaACTynuna y rywasuHy A0 Toro, sk [epk YHAIc i noro
N0AN 3HOBY YBIMKHYNIM BUMPOMIiHIOBAUI.

[OpAOH CMYTHO PO3pPIi3HAB OrMAHUX TBAPKOK, AKi 3 MaBNA4OolO
CMPUTHICTIO AoJlann HenpoxiaHi HeTpi. XonoAaHa 3arpaBa TYMaHHOCTI
yac Big 4acy sucsivyBana 6nigi o6nunyus JliaHHu Ta odiuepa.

3a Kinbka XBUNUH 6ir BUKpagadie we 6inblw npuckopmueca. Jlic
CTaB pigWwnM, 3a AgepeBaMn MUTOTINN CKenacTi cxunu. LLUnax rymosux
opa nponsras rMMOOKOK KaM'SSHUCTOK yuenumHotw. TyT 6yno Lwe
CTpawHiwe, HiX y 3apocTtax. Kpyui cnabo csitunucs, i ue He 6yno
BinobpaxeHHAM HebecHoOro csamea.

«PapioakTnBHICTb,— 3p03yMiB opaoH.— OCb 3BiAKW B3SNMUCS Ui
nekenbHi CTBOPEHHSA>.

Ckeni 03BannMcsa ormaHUMmM Kpukamun. YuwenmHa 6yna 3anoBHeHa
ryMoOBMMM 4yaoBUCbKaMW. BOHW BiTann oAHOMNNEMIHHUKIB TYYHUMMU
ropTaHHUMU BUTFYKAMMU.

MoTiMm [opAOH YyCBIAOMMB, WO CTOITb NOpyY 3i CMepTesibHO
6ninoto NliaHHow. Ix 060X MiLHO TpUManu.

— JliaHHO, BM He nopaHeHi?

— Hi, 3apTe! Ane wo BOHM 3 HaMK 3pobNATL?
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— He 3Haw! — npoctorHas BiH. HaTtoBn noaMHonoaibHuX
CTPaxoBUCbK O0TOYMB JliHH Kanna, CunbHi pyKu 3pnBasaun 3 HbOro oasr.
[lo Heba nigHicca cxBanbHUI peB. ['YMOBI iCTOTK, CMASSYM HABMNOYINKK,
CTYKanun AONOHSAMU MO 3eMAi, pUTMiYHO, K y bapabaH.

Jlinn Kawnn 3anekno BiabuBascs, ane Moro NiAHSANM i MOHECNN.
HaTtoBn po3cTtynuscs, aatoum gopory. I toai N'opaoH nobaums, Kyau
HEeCyTb XMapHUKa.

Y rmubuHi ywenuHu, OTOYEHOI PpadioakKTUBHUMM CKensMu,
neXxano Kpyrne 03epo AiaMeTpoM MeTpiB ABaauSaATb. Ha Moro noBepxHi
rpanuv Biabnucku. Ane ue 6yna He Boaa.

Y 3MiwaHoMy cBiTNi Heba i ckenb TaM 3diMManacsa i cnagana
BeNn4ye3Ha Maca XUBOro pyxamBeoro cnmsy!

— Lo ue? — ckpukHyna JliaHHa, Mamxe BTpayakouyn CBiAOMICTb.

flopaoH nobaums, WO Big Kpak B’SI3KOI MAcWu TAMHYTbCS AOBTi
xpobakonoaibHi BiApOCTKN, Ha KiHUAX SAKMX BOPYLUATbCS MiHiaTHOPHI
rymoBi 4osioBiyku! OAMH 3 HUX Y HbOrO Ha oO4YaX BiJOKPEMUBCH |
HEeBMEeBHEHO NiLUOB.

«[ocnogn! — nopymaB opaoH.— BOHWM HapoAXYOTbCA 3 Ui€l
LWTYKN!>»

fopTaHHi Kpuku i 6apabaHHui Api6 npopizaB BigYanaywHUN
Kpuk JliHH Kanna. N'ymoBi ntoan 3 po3Mmaxy XO6ypHYn MOro y pyxomy
npotonjiaaMy. XMapHWK 3HOBY CTpalHO CKpPUKHYB. Y [opAaoHa
NOMEpKAo B o4yax. 3a MuUTb Tino JliHH Kanna nornnHyna xaaibHa
B’d3Ka piauHa.

— He gueitbca tyamn, JliaHHO! — KpUKHYB ['OpA0oH. ['YMOBI pyKuU
3 ycix 60KiB TArnucsa Ao HbOro, psanu oaar. BiH wo 6yno cunum
CiMHYBCHA ba MapHoO.

Y ymx nanax BiH 6yB NpoCcTO AUTUHOK. Hiyoro He 6auyauun, BiH
NoYyB TUXWUN, 30aBNEHNN KPUK JliaHHMN...

(piM @aTOMHUX pYLWHWUUb 3arnywus iHWI 3BYKW. HaniBTeMpsaBy
po3irHanu cninydi po3puveBu Kynb. ['YMOBI iCTOTWM naganu, BTpadanu
dopMy, Tekn NOB3Yy4YMM CNM30M A0 CBOro o3epa.

— [epk YHaic! — BUrykHyB [OpAOH, pO3pi3HUBLUM Y rpyni

036pOEHMX XMAPHUKIB BYy3bKe 06/1MUUa KoOMaHAupa «[deHapu>.
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— B3atn 3apTt ApHa i AiBUMHY, Mepuin! — ckomaHayBas TON.—
I Hazaa, oo kKopabns!

[OpAOH Ha MWUTb 3aXOMMBCH CBOIM THOPeEMLWMKOM. [epK YHAic
oTpumMmas Biag LLopp KaHa Haka3 aoctaBuTu IX 4o XMapu. BiH BUKOHaE
Haka3 abo 3aruvHe.

Kpyrom LwaneHiB xaoc. [puMinu noctpinn, nonannucd aTOMHI
Kyni. FopaoH BUpBaBCS 3 PyK, SKi MOro TpuManu, i KUHYBCS A0
JliaHHn. [yMmoOBi 4yaoBMCbKa MeTanuca Ta  AMKO  Kpuyanwu,
NPUroNOMLUEHI 3yxBasiMM HanbOoTOM. HapewrTi, Biabuswn 6paHuiB,
[epk YHAic i noro noan nocniwnnm 3 ywenmHu.

— BoOHW nepecnigytoTb Hac! — KPUKHYB XTOCb MOpyy 3
[OpAOHOM. Y 3apoCTaX No3aay HUX NYHaNM 3HANOMi rOPTaHHI KPUKMW.
O4yeBMAHO, rymMoBi 3arapbHUKM CXxaMeHynucs i NycTuancsa HaB34O0riH,
He 6axatuu BiAMOBAATUCSA BiA 3aKOHHOI 3406uM4i. KOpUCTYOUUCH
nepeBarol y LWBUAKOCTI, BOHM 3axoaunum 3 dnaHrie. Konu ao
po36UTOro 3openbLoTa 3aauwanocs we niBaoporn, 3apocTi nonepeay
03BasINCs NIIOTUM KJM4YeM, a NoTiM 3 yCix 60KiB NONi3n rymoBsi nogun.

— B ataky! — ckpukHyB [depk YHaic, nigHsaBwWn nicronet.— Xau
XXUBE BOXAb!

BiguanaywHa cnpoba He Mana waHciB — i BiH, i [opaoH
pO3YyMinn Ue — 3 AI0XKUMHOK aTOMHUX PYLWHWUUb HE NpobuTnca Kpisb
He3/liYeHHI nonyuLa.

ATaka 3axsunHynacd. [ymosi Hanupanu. [OpAOH, 3aKpuBLIK
coboto JliaHHy, noTO BigbuBaBCA BWUMAMaHUM Yy NicCi KUMKOM. BiH
crnoaisaBscs 36epertu cuAM AN OCTaHHbLOro yaapy, wob JliaHHy He
3abpanum XnBOK A0 XKax/IMBOro osepa...

PantoM Ha none 6utBM Bnasna TiHb. LLlocb Benuke i 4opHe
LUBMAKO CNyCKasnocsa 3 rnasakr4oro Heba.

— Kopabenb! — 3akpuyaB XTOCb i3 XMapHukKiB.— Kopabenb
Jlirn!

Kpencep-«npusug» 3 repbom Xmapum Ha 60pTy, naMarouu
Aepesa, onycTmBca Yy nic. JIlokn Bigkpunucsa, 3BiaTn BUCTpubyBanu
CONAATU 3 aTOMHUMM PYLUHULUAMMU | TYT Xe BCTynanu y 6in.
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Paan rymoBux 3apurHynmucs. opaoH onycTuB HenoTpibHuIn
binblwe KMok, obepHyscs. JliaHHa HENPUTOMHA fieXana Ha 3emni. BiH
CXWINBCSA Haf Helo.

— Cantot, Xenn! — npusitaB [lepk YHAIC KpeMe3HOoro, KOpoTKo
obCcTpumxKeHoro BaTa)xka PATIBHUKIB.— Bu 3’ABUNCSA y
HaUMNOTPIOGHIWNIN MOMEHT!

— Cxoxe Ha Te,— BiAnoBiB TOMN, 3 OrMA0K ANUBISAYNCL Ha B’A3KY
npoTtonaasMy, sika Bignos3ana 3 nons 6od.— Lo 3a 4yopTn Ha Bac
Hanann?

— Bunnopgok ui€l pagdioakTUBHOI NMAaHETU,— MOSACHUB [lepk
YHaic.— MMOoBIpHO, TYT Konuck 6yna KonoHris. Jlioan myTyBanu. Tenep
BOHM HAPOOXYIOTbCA 3 03epa MNpoTonjasMu i MOBepTalTbCA Tyau
nicna cmepti, wob6 HapoauTuca 3aHOBO.— BiH noMmoB4yYaB.— Lle
obrosopuMo onicns. NonosHe — 3abpaTtucsa 3siacu weuawe. ymato,
iMNepcbKi eckaapunbi 06WYKYOTb 3apa3 BeCb paMoOH Ha 3axia Big
TYMAHHOCTI.

— Came Tak,— knBHyB Xenn BoHH.— LLlopp KoH BeniB A0CTaBUTH
3apT ApHa i giBYMHY A0 XMapu HeramHo. Mmn nigeMo 4yepes TYMaHHICTb
Ha CXi4, a NOTiM 3BepHEMO Ha niBAeHb B340BX I Kpato.

Tum 4vacom [opaoH npwueiB JliaHHY Ao TaMu. BoHa 3 noauBOM
ANBUIacs Ha Benn4ye3Hnnm Kkopabenb i 036pOEHNX XMAPHUKIB.

— 3apT, wo Tpanuioca? Lle o3Hayvae...

— Lle o3Hayae, wWo MM noeepTaemMoca ao Xmapu, o LWopp
KaHa,— Xxpunko BignosiB BiH. [epK YHAIC BNagHO BKa3aB Ha
Kopabensb.

— Mpowy Ha 6opT, NnaHoBe 6paHui! Xenn BoHH, 3a4aBanocs, A0
4yorocb npucnyxascsi. Moro wupoke obnmyus 36nian0. BiH nigHsB
PYKY.

— YBara!

flopaoH noameBuecs Bropy. 3 Heba 6e3WyMHO nMagann 4yoTupu
BeNnuki kopabni. I He gKicb TaM «npuBMAU>», a BaxKi Kpencepu. Ha
HOCi KOXHOro nanana kKometa — embnema CepeaHbo-lanakTU4YHOI
iMmnepii.
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— IMnepcbka eckapgpunbsa! — CKpUKHYB Xenn BOHH.— Mu vy
nacTui! BoHu 3Hanwnm Hac!

fopaoH BiAYyB panToM NpoMiHb Haaii. Moro BigualaywHa
cnpoba Baanacs. BiH npuBiB iMNepcbKuU NaTpy/b Ha U0 naaHeTy!

3arposa 3 [lnean

[epk YHAIC BUIFYKHYB wWaneHo, nobaumswmn y Hebi iMnepcbKi
Kopabni.

— [o kopabnga! Moxnueo, We BAACTbCSA Big HUX BUCINU3HYTK!

— [1i3HO,— noxuTaB rosioBo Xenn BOHH i NOAMBUBCA Ha CBil
Kpencep.— BoHM TpuMatloTb HAC Nig NpuLinoM.

AepK YHAIC AKyCb MUTb CTOAB HEPYXOMO, MOTIM MOBEPHYBCA A0
NONOHEHNX. B ouax Moro 3’sBuiacsad NoOMCTa, pyka nsarnaa Ha Kobypy.

— Boxab Hakaszas, WwWob ui nanm 3a XoaHux o06CTaBuMH He
noBepHynmca Ha TpoOH,— BWMOBMB BiH, MOBINIbHO BUTArar4u
36poto.— KnsaHycsa Hebom, Haka3 6yae BUKOHAHO.

BiH nigHaB aToMHMM nictonet. [OpAOH He CTaB 4yeKkaTu
MPOrosIoWeHHA BUPOKY. 3a Ui KiSibKa CEeKYHZA, BiH yXe 3p0o3yMiB, WO
XMapHMKK ckopiwe B6'10Tb NMOro i JliaHHY, HiXX BUNYCTATb IX 3 pYK.

CTpnbHyBWM, HEMOB NyLWEeHUW 3 KaTanynbTW CcHapsn, BiH
obpywmneca Ha [lepk YHaica. Ton BnaB HaB3HaK.

Xenn BoHH yXe 6ir oo kopabns, BUrykytoun Hakasu. [lepk YHAIc
He Bopywunecs. flopaoH cxonus JliaHHY 3@ pyKYy, BOHU KUHYNUCA Nig
NPUKPUTTA XalLui.

— SIKW0 HaM BAACTbCSA CXOBaTMUCA Xo4va 6 Ha Kinbka XBUUH, MU
BPATOBaHi,— MOSsICHMB BiH.— IMnNepcbki Kopabni cnycTtaTbCs Ha
MOLUYKMW.

— Xenn BOHH aTakye! — BUrykHyna JliaHHa, BKasykuu Bropy.

[pOoMOBMI peB ABUrYyHIB MNpopi3aB MoBIiTPS: AOBrMM TEMHUN
«npmena» Xenn BoHHa 3neTiB y nonym’ssHe Heb6o. Tak, XMapHUKN He
6ynn 6oaryzammn. 3Haroun, WO Kapow 3a Hanag Ha cunu IMmnepii y ii
MexaxX byae MUTTEBE 3HULEHHS, Xenn BoHH puHyBcsa y 6in!
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ATOMHI rapmatm <«npuBuaa» TrPHOKHYNN, MOCAaBWKM 3anac
CHapsaAie y iMnepcbki kopabni. Cninydi po3puBu 3aTbMapunun b6nige
CBiTiHHS Heba.

Lle 6yno Big4anaywHo, ane i 6e3HagivnHo. Cunn 6ynu HaaTo
HepiBHi. baTapei YOTUPbLOX Kpencepis BiANOBIIN pa3oM.

«KBiTM» aTOMHOro BOrHIO Ha MWUTb 3aKpPUIN «NPUBUL». BXe
HACTYMHOI CEKYHAM BiH CNiNo NaaaB Ha 3eMJ/Il0 po3nedyeHnm 6oniaom.

— 3apT, ctepexiTbcsa! — JliaHHa pBoHyna MopaoHa yb6ik.

ATOMHa Ky NpoCBUCTINA NOB3 MOro obnuuyua i BubyxHyna y
KyLlaX.

Aepk YHaic, M™MepTBO 6nignin, 3HOBY UinmBca. JliaHHa
BiAYaMAyLWHO KWHyNacad A0 Hboro. [OpAoH 3pO3yMiB: KanitaH
BUCTEXUB 1X, W06 BO6MTU 060X.

— KnsaHycsa, Hebom, g nokiH4vy 3 unm! — ckpukHyB [epk YHaic,
NOTO BiAWTOBXHYB JliaHHY, ane NopaoH Bxe CTpubHyB. Y M0ON0oA0ro
XMapHWKa BMPBaBCSA KpuK 6010, KON MopAoH BUBEPHYB MOMY pYKY.
BnyctnBwKM nicToneT, BiH BAapuB ['OpAOHA KOMIHOM Y XMUBIT | No4yaB
6UTK Kynakamu,

[OpAOH Nneab BigYyBaB yaapw, OXOMJIeHUNn NTUM 36YAXKEHHAM.
BoHu noBanunucsa Ha 3emnio. [lepk YHAICy BAanocs BnepTmcs CAMHOK
y TOBCTMI cTOBOYp; oboMa pykamm BiH cxonumB [opaoHa 3a ropno.
B oyax noTteMHifo. FopAoOH BUENUBCS Y XOPCTKE BOIOCCHA NMPOTUBHUKA
i Boapus noro notunuuero o6 agepeso. Le pas, i we...

— 3ynNuHITbCs, 3apT! — lNo4vyB BiH BUTyK JliaHHW.

XBaTKa Ha wui ocnabna, nereHi »xanibHo BTArHy M nosiTps. BiH
BCe We TpMMaB XMapHuKa 3a Bosioccsa. Ton 6ys MepTBun. OpAOH,
XUTA4YUnCb, NiaBIBCA.

— JliaHHO, BW BpATYBann MeHi Xutrs. Akbu He BU, BiH 6K MeHe
BOUB.

— TyT XTOCb €! — NpoONyHaB 30BCiM NOPYyY HE3HANOMNIN MOSTIOAUN
ronoc. N'opaoH Hacuny nosepHyBCcs B Tou 6ik. 3 3apocTer BUWLIAU
congatun y cipiv ¢dopMi Imnepii. OanH 3 Kpencepis nNpu3eMsINBCS
HenoAanik, NOKM iHWi napuau Bropi.
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[o10C Hanexas IMMepcbKOMY KaniTaHy, $SKUW 34MBOBaHO
ANBUBCS Ha po3naTtnaHux FopaoHa i JliaHHy.

— Li ABOE He cxOoXi Ha XMapHuKiB, ane ...— KanitaH cTtynus
bnnxue, BAMBNAKOUYUCL Y po3buTe, 3aKpuBaBiieHe 06MnYYs
FopaoHa.— lMpuHU 3apT ApH! — CKPWUKHYB BiH, i O4i noro 6ancHynm
HeHaBucTio.— KnsHyca HeboM, mu BninmManu sac! OTxe, BU y 3MOBI 3
XMapHukamu! Bu npnegHannucsa 4o HUX, Koaun BTiKNKM 3 TpooHa!

LLlepeHra congaT 3apyxanacs. Ha ixHix obnunyuax [opaoH
npoyYnTaB CMepTesibHY HEHABUCTb.

— 4 kanitaH Oap Kappen,— cyBopo MoBMB odiuep.— Bac
3aapewToBaHO 3a 3BMHYBA4YeHHAM Yy 3paai Ta BOMBCTBI iMnepaTopa...

Sk He 6yB npuronoMweHnn FopaoH, Npu Uil 3asBi 4O HbOrMo
rnoBepHyfnacs MoBa.

— 5 He B6buBaB ApH Abbaca! I a9 He 6yB y COIO3i 3 XMapHUKaMN.
BoHW TpuMmanu MeHe y MosoHi. 4 BupBaBCcA nepej CcamMmMm BalWWM
NpubyTTsM.— BiH BKa3aB Ha HepyxoMme Tifo.— La noanHa 3éupanacs
ybuTtn Hac, wob He aatu BUCIn3HyTU. LWo, Ao pedi, npuBeno Bac Ha
L0 NAaHeTy? XaoTUYHUIM CUTHAN, YN He TaK?

— 3BiAKM BU 3HaeTe? — 3amByBaBcAa [ap Kappen.— Tak, Hawi
paanuCTn 3aciknm curHan 3 uboro 6e3niAgHOro CBiTY, KOAU MW
obLlwyKyBanun NpocTip Ha 3axia Bia TYMaHHOCTI.

— Woro nocnae 3apt! — BTpyTMNacs JliaHHa.— HaBMuWCHO, 06
NPUBEPHYTU Bally yBary.

— Ane BCiM Bigomo, wWwo BU B6UKM cBoro 6aTtbka! — oroeBTaBcCs
Bia noamey odiuep.— Aamipan Kopbyno 6aumB ue Ha BnacHi oui! A
NOTIM BTiKNM 3 TpOOHa...

— 5 He BTiK, a 6yB BUKpaAeHWN,— HaANoONeranBo 3arnepeyuns
NopaoH. I popnaB cepno3HO: — A npowy ogHOro: wob MeHe BigBe3n
Ha TPOOH Ta BMUCAyXann MOLO iCTOpito!

HecnogiBaHnin noBopoT cuTyauii Bce 6inbwe i 6binbwe
cnaHTenuyysaB [ap Kappena.

— 3BMYanNHO, BacC BiABe3yTb Ha TPOOH ANs cyay,— CKa3as BiH.—
Ane Taka cepno3Ha cnpaBa — He A1 NPOCTOro KanitaHa eckaapuibi.
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S Bignpassito BacC Mig BAapTOK A0 roSIOBHOI ecKaapwu Ta HaAiLWIo 3anuT
LOAO IHCTPYKLIN.

— Jlo3BosibTEé MeHi TepMiHOBO MNeperoBopuTM NOo CTepeo 3
bpaTtom,— Hanonernueo nonpocuB opaoH. O6nunuyusa Lap Kappena
CTasio TBEPAUM.

— Bac 3BMHYBa4YeHO Yy HaWTAX4YMX 3/104MHaX npoTtun IMnepii. A
He MOXY A03BOJINTU BaM mocunaTtu 3BICTKU. BM MOBWMHHI noyekaTwy,
AOKN 9 OTPUMal0 IHCTpYKUIT.

BiH mopaB 3HaK, i AeCATOK CONAaTiB 3 PYWHUUSAMM HANOroTOBI
otoumnu opaoHa i JliaHHy.

— lMpowy Bac HeramHoO NponTK A0 Kopabensa,— KOPOTKO CKa3aB
MOJIOAMNIN KariTaH.

3a AecaTb XBUJIMH Kpencep y CynpoBoAi TPbOX iHWMX BXe MYyaB
Kpi3b TYMaHHICTb Ha 3axia, BigAandw4yucb Big NnaHeTUu KowmMmapis.
[[OpAOH NOTO MipAB KPOKaMU KatoTy.

— A6u nuwe MeHi po3Bonunu nonepeautu 6pata npo 3paay
Kopbyno! fkwo posenetbcss 4yekatm [0 TpooHa, MU MOXEMO
3ani3HUTUCA.

JliaHHa BuUrnggana CTpMBOXXEHOHO.

— HasBiTb y TpooHi nepekoHatn [Oxan ApHa 6yae HenpocTo,
3apTe.

Lle ocTtyanno rHis NopaoHa.

— Ane BOHW MOBWHHI MeHi noBipnTn! BOHW, 3BMYANHO, He
noBipsTb bpexHi Kopbyno, akwo s ckaxy npasay!

— CnoaiBatocda,— npowenoTina JliaHHa i 3 BiATIHKOM ropAocCTi
aAogjana: — I a4 3MOXYy niaTBEpPAUTM Bally iCTOpito. AAXe A Bce uwe
npuHueca ®omanbrayra!

MoBinbHO TArnucs roaguHwn. Eckagpunbsi,, BuMAWOBWKN 3
TyMaHHoOCTi OpioHa Yy BiAKPUTUIW NPOCTIp, SIK | paHiwe neTina Ha 3axia.
JliaHHa cnana — ganacda B3HAKW Hanpyra oCTaHHixX gHie. Ane opaoH
He crnase. HepBu 6ynn Ha Mexi. BiH BiayyBaB HabnMXeHHSA Kpusun y
BENINKIN ranakTUYHOI rpi, B SKi 6yB TiNIbKM NilLAKOM.

BiH noBuHeH nepekoHaTu [kan ApHa Yy nNpaBAUBOCTI CBOEI

icTopii. Yacy o6bmanb — womnHo LWopp KaH Ai3HaeTbcs, WO BiH
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BMCMIN3HYB, BOXAb XMapu TYT Xe no4yHe piatn. [onoBa y opAaoHa
bonina. Sk BCce uUe CKIHYNTBLCA? UM € y HbOro WAaHC BUMyTaTUCSA i
NOBEPHYTUCSA Ha 3eMnto, Wwob obMiHaTMCA Tinamu 3 3apT ApHOM?

HapewTi no4yanoca ranbMyBaHHS. TyMmaHHicTb  OpioHa,
nepeTBOPMBLLUNCE Ha cnabky CcBiTAy nAaMy, 3anMwmniacsa Aaneko
nosaay. Nonepeay, 308CiM 61n3bKO, Nananu 3ipku MNneaa. Mixk HUMK
Ha OKCcaMuTi Heba npocTarnacsa AoBra NiHia KpUxiTHMX iCKop.

Kopabni! Kpencytoua nobnunsy [lnesn eckagpa CepeaHbo-
fanakTn4yHoi IMnepii, ogHe 3 BEeUKUX MNPUKOPAOHHUX 3’€AHAHbL.
JliaHHa BXe TnMpoKWHynacd. BoHM pa3oM AUMBUINCA Ha Te, £K
NpON/NBAOTb MOB3 HUX JIIHKOPWU Ta Kpencepwu, CTPYHKI «nNpuBuan»,
BUHMLLYBAYi, pO3BIAHUNKMN.

— Lle oanH 3 ronoBHUX ¢oTiB IMNepii,— npowenoTifa BoHa.

— YoMy Hac TpuMmalwTb TYT | He A03BONHATb 3B’d3aTUCA 3
TpoOHOM? — noBTOptOBaB OpAOH.

Kpencep 3actonopuB Xig nopan 3 TirQHTCbKUM  JiHIMHUM
KopabseM, iX KOpPNycu TOPKHYIUCHA, MNO4YyBCS OpsA3KIT WBApPTOBUX
MeXaHi3MiB.

MoTiM aABepi KaTn BigumMHUNMCA, yBinwos Jap Kappen.

— [lpuHY 3apt! A oTpumMaB Haka3 [OCTaBUTM BacC Ha
dnarMaHCbKNN NiHKOP «ETHe».

— Jlo3BonbTe MeHi cno4yaTky 3B’d3aTUCA 3 TpPOOHOM, 3
iMmnepatopom! — 6naraB NopaoH.— MoO€ MOBIAOMNEHHS, MOX/IMBO,
BpaTye IMmnepito! dap Kappen noxutas rososolo.

— Hakas3aHo nepeBecTu Bac HeramHo. Napato, «ETHe» Bigpasy
pyWwWnTb A0 CTONMULI. TaM BU CKaXxeTe BCe, WO XOoYeTe.

fOpAOH HaBiTb HE HaAMaraBCcHd NPMXoOBaTU po34yapyBaHHA. JliaHHa
B3sJ1a MOro 3a pyKy.

— Uen kopabenb ayxe ckopo npubyae Ha TpooH, a TaM BM
3MOXeTe roBoputn,— NigbaabopsMBO CKa3asia BOHA.

Y cynpoBoai BapTu, BOHM nonpsaMysanu Ao wnwo3y. Kopabni
3’€eAHYBaB KOPOTKUW UUMIHAPUYHUIK nepexia. Ha 6opTy niHKopa ix
yekasa iHWwa rpyrna KOHBOIpiB — flenTeHaHT i congatn. B ix ouax
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FfopAaoH nobaumB BXe 3HAMOMI MoYyTTs. BOHM Tex BBaXxanaum MOro
3pagHMKoM i 6aTbKoBOUBLEID.

— 51 NOBMHEH NOroBOpMUTU 3 BallMM KOMAHAMPOM,— 3BEPHYBCS
BiH A0 HavasibHUKa BapTMW.

— OCb BiH,— KpM>XaHUM TOHOM BiAMOBIB NeNTEHaHT.

Y kopuaopi noyynucsa Kpoku. FopaoH NOBEpPHYBCHA A0 BXxoay,
roTOBUM BMMAraTm HeramHoro 3B’A3Ky 3 TPOOHOM. Afie BiH HIi4YOro He
CcKasaB, nobauymBlIN KpeMe3HYy NAMHY B aaMipanbCbKOMY MYHAUPI,
YME HeMmosioae wWwmpoke obnuuysa i xonogHi odi 6ynm momy pobpe
3HaANOMI.

— Kopbyno! — CKpUKHYB BiH.

Mornsa agMipana 3anMWKMBCA HENpPOHUKHMM. Pi3knin rosoc
XNbOCHYB ["'OpaoHa, MoB b6arir.

— Tak, 3paaHuKky, ue s. OTxe, Bac HapewTi BninMann?

— Bwn HasuBaeTre Tak MeHe? — 3aamxaBca [oppoH.— Bwu,
HanbiNbWKMN 3pagHUK Yy iCTOPII?

YeH Kopbyno XxonoaHO MOBEPHYBCS A0 BUCOKOro odiuepa —
apKTYypusl, SKMN 3’IBUBCS pa3oM 3 HUM:

— KanitaH MapnaHH, HeMae noTpebun Be3Tn LUboro B6MBLIO i MOro
cninbHUUKO Ha TpooH. A caM bauus, K BiH B6mMB ApH Abbaca! I 1,
KoMaHayBay GNOTOM, Orosiowyt iX BUHHUMWU 3@ KOCMIYHUMU
3aKOHaMM Ta HaKa3yl HeramHo CTpaTuTu!

ByHT y KOCMOCI

Y xonogHin nocMiwui Kopbyno sigyyBanocs TopXecTBo. Bce
6yno sacHo. OTpumasLum 3BiCTKY Big Jap Kappena, 3paaHuK 3p0o3yMiB,
Wwo nponyctutn FopaoHa Ha TpOOH 3 YCiM, WO WOMY BiAOMO, He
MOXHa. TOMy BiH NpU/eTIiB CloAM | HaKa3aB NepeBecTn MNOJIOHEHUX Ha
CBin Kopabenb, Wob6 No3byTncsa iX paHiwe, HiXX BOHU BCTUTHYTb LLO-
Hebyab pO3MNOBICTML.

flopooH y po3nadi noauMBMBCA Ha odiuepiB AoBKoNa, ane
nobayme y iX o4ax TiSibKN HEHABUCTb | NPe3npCTBO.

— [oBipTe, g He 3pagHuk! Lle Kopbyno BbuB Moro 6artbka i
BCTynuB y 3MoBY 3 LlWopp KaHom!
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NapeMHo. I panTom BiH nobaunB 3HamoMe obnmnyusa, xyaopnsse,
MigHO-4YyepBOHe. Lle 6yB Xenn beppen, kanitaH 3 AHTapeca, SAKuun
BupBaB wnoro B [iManaax 3 nan nocnaHuie LWopp KaHa i 6yB
NpM3Ha4YeHuUn 3a ue NoMiYHMKOM aaMipana.

— Xenn beppen! — 6naras NopaoH.— Bu x 3HaeTe, Wopp KaH i
paHiwe XOoTiB BUKpacTn MmeHe! AHTapeceLb HacynuBecs.

— CnpaBgi, 91 Tak BBaXkaB. Ane 9 He 3HaB, WO BW 3MOBUINCSA 3
HUM i ue nuwe rpa.

— 'pa? Yomy Bu BCi po3sonsere Kopbyno soantu cebe 3a Hic?

— [lpuHU 3apT rosopwuTb npasay! — BuUrykHyna JliaHHa. —
Kopbyno — 3pagHuk!.. AgMipan BnagHo MaxHyB pyKolo.

— [JocunTb 3 Hac yboro 6e3rnysasa! KanitaH MapnaHH, HakaxiTb,
Wwob iX BUKUHYNM 4epe3 wno3. LUe Hanbinbw MunocepaHun Buag
cTpaTu.

OxopoHui Habnnaunucs. I Toai Kpi3b BCO FipKoTy Big4yato MopaoH
B/IOBUB iCKpPY 3a40B0O/EHHS B o4aX Yy Kopbyno, i ue WTOBXHYI0 NOro
Ha OCTaHHIO cnpoby.

— Kopbyno Bac ayputb! — BUOYXHYB BiH.— 3HA€ETe, YOMY BiH
HaKa3y€e CTpaTUTM HAC 3aMiCTb TOro, wob aoctaBuTM Ha TPOOH? BiH
Hac 60iTbcs! Mu 3aHaaTo 6arato 3HaeMo!

Lle cnpaBuno noTpibHe BpaxeHHs. Xenn beppen 3anuTanbHO
noamesuecs Ha Kopbyno.

— [lepenpowyto, agmipane, ane, MOX/IMUBO, CNpaBAi € CeHC
BiABE3TU IX A0 cTonuui?

— 3apT ApH, BpewTi-pewT, u4JeH iMnepaTopCbKoi CiM'l,—
niaTpumas nMoro Banb MapnaHH, KoMaHauMp niHKopa.— A npuHueca
JliaHHa — noBenuTenbKa He3asneXxXHoro KoposiiBCTBa.

— [icna po3npaBun 3 Hamu, PomMmanbrayT BigKONeTbCA BiA
IMnepii,— niaxonuna JliaHHa.— lNogymanTe xo4a 6 npo ue!

LLinpoke obnmuuya YeHa Kopbyno notemHino Big rHisy. BiH 6yB
yneBHeHun, Wwo opaoH i JliaHHa 3HaxoasTbCsl Ha Kpaw 3arubeni, i
3aTpuMKa apaTtyBana noro. Came posgpatyBaHHs 3mycuno Kopbyno
3po6buTN NoMunky. BiH BUpILMB NPOCTO pO34aBUTU BCi 3anepeyeHHs.
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— Hemae notpebun Be3TM Ha TpPOOH uUMX 6pyAHUX 3pagHUKIB i
BOMBUbL! — Bigpi3aB BiH.— Mu cTpaTMMO iX HeramHo. BuKoHynTe
Hakas!

Ane FopaoH BCTUM KUHYTU MONYM'SIHUW 3aKNNK odiuepam.

— Baunte? Kopbyno Hikonu He A03BONNTb HaM NETITU Ha TPOOH,
wob ckazaTtun Te, Wwo MU 3Haemo! BiH 60iTbcsa! Ta BiH HanNeBHO HaBIiTb
He cnoBicTne mMoro 6para!

Xenn beppen, akun CyMHiBaBcs Bce 6inblue, 3BEepHYBCS A0
MOJ1I040r0 NenTeHaHTa-3eM/IgHNHA:

— Bu odiuep 3B’53Ky, BepniH. Yn 3Hae iMmnepaTop, wo 3apT ApH
TYT?

— KanitaH beppen, oTaMTecs — cnanaxHys Kopbyno.—
KnaHyca Hebom, Bac po3xanywTb Y psaaoBi!

JlenTteHaHT bepniH Hepiwyye nNOAMBUBCA Ha OCKaXeHinoro
agMipana i, 3anMHar4uncCb, BiANOBIB:

— IMnepaTtopy Hiyoro HeBigoMmo... AAMipan HakasaB He
nepegasaTu HIYOro y CTOUUIO...

— HeBXe i Le Bac He nepeKoHae! — niagBULWMB ronoc opaoH. —
Ans yoro Kopbyno TpuMae y TaEMHULI Halle 3aTpuMaHHA? MpocTo BiH
3Hae€, wo [Ixan ApH HakaXe A0CTaBUTU Hac Ha TpOOH, a caMe Le 1Uoro
He BnawToBYye! 3po3yMinTe, 91 HE NpoLwy NPOo NOMUNYBAHHSA. AKWO 4
BMHEH, TO 3aCNyroBytk Kapu. Ane Hexan ue BUpIilWnTb cya. A aKLWoO
Kop6yno BigMOBASE MeHi Y UbOMY, TO TiSIbKXM TOMY, WO BiH CaM 3paaunB
IMnepito! — O6AMY4Ya  OTOYyrOUMX 3MiHWMAKCA, cnoBa [opaoHa
npobyannu HapewTi FNMM6oKNIN CYMHIB.

— Bw norybute ¢not IMnepii, AKW0 A03BOANTE LbOMY 3pafHUKY
KOMaHAyBaTW HWM,— HaMNoNernanMBO MpoAoBXyBaB [oOpAoH.— BiH Yy
coto3i 3 LLopp KaHOM. AKWoO BU He BiaBe3eTe MeHe Ha TpoOoH, Wwob
Mir nigTBepanTn ue, dnotT i IMnepis onnHATbCS Yy Hebe3sneui!

Xenn beppen noanBMBCA Ha CBOIX TOoBapulwiB-odiuepis, NOTIM
Ha YeHa Kopbyno.

— AaMipan, My noBaxaemo gucumnniHy. OgHak BuMora wonao
Cyay 3LQ€TbCA HaM cnpasensmeoto. 3apT ApHa noTpibHO AOCTaBUTU

Ha TpPOOH.
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— [llpaBunbHo! — nponyHann BuUryku. MNMobotoBaHHS 3a A0/
IMnepii BnaBUIoCca cuUnbHiWKM cnyxb6oBoi cybopanHauii. O6nmyus
Kopbyno no4yepBoOHino.

— beppen, Bac 3aapewTtoBaHo! KngaHyca Hebom, Bu
NPOrynsi€eTecsd AOWKOK pa3oM 3 ummum sbususmu! Conaatu, 3B'9XiTb
noro! Hanepep suctynue Banb MapnaHH.

— CtpuBante! Aamipane, Ha 6opTy «ETHe» koMaHaywo . A 5
3roaeH 3 Xenn beppenowm.

— Bwn 6inbwe He kanitaH «ETHe», MapnaHH! — nporpuMis
Kopbyno.— {1 3HiMato Bac i 6epy KoMaHAYyBaHHSA Yy CBOI pyKu!
— Hi! — ropao eunpocrtascsa Banb MapnaHH.— AaMipan, aKLWwo S

He npaBui, TO FOTOBUN B3ATU Ha cebe BCIO BiAMNOBiAanbHICTb. Ane,
KNSAHYCb, € B Ui cnpasi WOCb, Kpunyywe o Heba! Mu nigeMmo Ha
TpOOH i Ai3HAaeEMOCH, WO Le Take.

fopAOH No4YyB CxBasibHUMW roOMiH odiuepis. MoyvyB noro i YeH
Kopbyno. be3acnnum ckas Ha noro obnmydi ctas sBHUM, BiH BU1asiBCS:

— [ob6pe, Hexan byae TpooH! Ane Bu wWwe nowkoayeTe! 3akonoTt
y BigkputoMy npoctopi! HauysanTecso!

Kopbyno sunwos. Xenn beppen i iHWi odiuepn MOBYKMU
ANBUINCA OAMH HA OAHOrM0, MOCTYNOBO 3aCnoOKOoK4YUChL. MoTiM Banb
Map/siaHH NOXMYpO NoBepHyBCA A0 [opAoHa.

— [llpnHLE, BN OTpUMAETeE WO XOTiNn. Ane 4KLWOo BU CKasanwu
HenpasA4y, HaM KiHeUb.

— Lle Mae 6ytu npasgot! — 3aasmB Xenn beppen.— f i paHiwe
He Mir 3po3yMiTu, HaBiWwo NpuHUy B6MBaATKU piaHoro 6aTtbka! I yomy
Kopbyno Tak BuMaraB iX HeramHoi CTpaTtu, SKWO WOMY HI4oro
npuxosyBaTn?.. PanToM ry4yHOMoBLi Kopabns oXxunu:

— 3aranbHa Tpusora! Nosoputb aamipan Kopbyno! Ha «ETHe»
3akonoT! OUinbHUKKM — KanitaH Banb MapnaHH, Mil NOMiIYHUK Xenn
beppen, npuHy 3apTt i npuHueca JliaHHa! Haka3yl BCiM, XTO
3anmMwmnBcsa BipHUMM IMnepii, 036poiTUCSA i CXONMUTU 3aKOJIOTHUKIB!
Y ouax Xenn beppena 65MCHYB THiB.

— BiH nigHiMae kopabenb NpoTn Hac! Banb, MepLlin 40 NynbTa i

36epiTb ekinax! Jltoagn Bac nocnyxatTbCs.
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Odiuepn KMHYNUCS y Kopuaop, SK1Un BiB BCepeanHy Kopabns.

— Yekaunte TYT! — KpUKHYB lopaoH JliaHHi.— MabyTb, 6yae
binka!

Mocniwawymn pa3soMm 3  iHWKMMK, BIH NOYyB JAecCb Bropi
HapocTatumn ryn. BennyesHminn kKopabenb OXOMNaOBaNO CyM'saTTS:
6unn A3BOHU, KpuYanum rydyHOMOBUI, YyBCS TYMIT UYMUCNEHHUX Hir.
Jltoan, saKki KnHynuca 6yno BUKOHYBATW Haka3 aaMipana, 3iTKHynucs
3 TUMMW, XTO 3aJUWKNBCSA BIPHUM CBOEMY KaniTaHosi. O36poiTncs
ManXXe HIXTO He BCTUr. Y Xig UWnu Kynaku i wo notpanuao nig pyky.
bBinka oxonuna Kybpuk, rapMmaTHi ranepei, kopugopu. NopaoH i Xenn
Beppen onnHUNMcAa y camin ryuwi 3sanuiia Ha cepegHin nanyobi.

— MeHi noTpibHO NpobuTnCAa A0 NynbTa rY4YHOMOBLIB,— KPUKHYB
Banb MapnaHH.— [JONOMOXiTb MeHi nponTu!

fopaoH pa3oM 3 bepniHOM nNpueaHannucsa A0 HbOro i Hezabapom
npopsanuca Ao nynbTta. Xenn beppen Tpoxu Biactas. Banb MapnaHH
3aKpMUaB y MiKPO(MOHMU:

— YBara BciM! [oBopuTb KaniTaH MapnaHH! loBigoMneHHa Npo
3aKo10T 6yno xmbHuMm! MpunuHitTe 6inky!

bepniH cxonue [opaoHa 3a pyKy. Kpisb WyM BOHW MO4Yynu
Aarneke ryniHH4.

— Ue ctepeonepenasay! Kopbyno 3BepTa€ETbCs A0 iHLWNX
Kopabnis eckagpu!

— Tpeba 3ynnuHnTtn noro! — BUrykHys NopaoH. BoHW KNHynucs
no Kopuaopy, nMOTiM MO Tpany Ha BepxH nanyby. MiTki
po3nopaaxeHHa Banb MapnaHa, cxoxe, gocarnm MeTu. Jltoagn 3Hanm
MOro rosioc, i AaBHSA 3BMYKA 3Mycua ixX MigKOpUTUCS.

BepniH i FopaoH yBipBanucsa A0 BenMKOI pybku 3B’A3Ky. Yepes
anapaTtypy TyT 6yno TicHo. [eHepaTopu npautBann. bing naHeni
ynpaB/iHHA 3acTUrnM aBa po3rybneHnx TexHika, a YeH Kopbyno 3
NiCTONEeTOM Yy pyui CTOAB Ha NMJacTUHI NepeaaBava.

— Hakasyw yciMm kopabnsM HeramHo HadicnaTn AeCaHTHI rpynu
Ha «ETHe» ong npuayweHHsa 3aKoNoTy. 3aapewTyBaTu...
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Kpaem oka aamipan nobauums iX, i, He po34yMyluun, CNyCcTUB
Kypok. Kyna npusHadanaca [opaoHy, ane bepniH, CTpuMbHyBLUK
Bnepea, NPUNHAB 1T y CBOI rpyau.

fopaoH cniTKHYBCS 06 naparouye TiNno 3eMAsHWUHA, | Apyra Kyns
Kopbyno nponwna Hag NOro rofoBoto.

fopaOH KMHYBCS Bnepea, Bnas i, cxonuselin Kopbyno 3a KosiHa,
XOYpHYB MOro Ha nignory. TexHiKu KuHynucss 6yno Ha ponomory
aaMmipany, ane BigcaxHynucsa, nobaumsumn obmnyya HanagHuka.

— boxe, ue X npuHy 3apT! — BUryKHYB OAWH 3 HUX.

IHCTMHKTMBHa noBara A0 iMNepaTopCcbKOro AOMy napanisdysana
obox. lopaoH Buxonme nictoner 3 kobypu bepniHa. Kopbyno
CXOMUBCS | 3HOBY NiaHAB 36poto.

— BaM Hikonn He 6yTn Ha TpooHi! — nporpuMie BiH.— Kn4...

[opaoH BucTpinue. [lyweHa HaBMaHHA Kynda noTpanuia
Kopbyno y wuto i BubyxHyna, BigKMHYBLWM MOro Hasag.

B uen moMeHT Ao pybku B6irnm Banb MapnaHH i Xenn beppen, y
CynpoBoAi iHWKX odiuepis. MapnaHH cxnnmecs Haa obnaneHmnM TifioM
Kopbyno.

— MepTBUN!

Xenn beppen, 3aamxaryncb, NnoBepHyBCd A0 [OpAOHa.

— Mwu B6MAKM cBOro agmipana. boxe, 4OMNOMOXM HaM, SKLLLO Balla
BepcCis xnbHal

— BoHa npaBguea. Kopbyno 6ys nuwe ogHUM 3 rpynm 3paaHUKIB
Ha yTpuMaHHi y Wopp KaHa,— TBepao ckasaB [OpAOH, CTPUMYHOUM
MWUMOBINIbHE TPeMTiIHHA.— S goBeay ue.

Ha npuiManbHiM nnacTuHi Tenectepeo 3’aBUNOCA 06’eMHe
306paxkeHHs BUCOKOro cMarnseoro odgiuepa.

— Biue-aamipan PoH lMipoH. Lo BiabyBa€eTbca y Bac Ha «ETHe»?
Mu naemMo Ao Bac, ik Hakasas aamipan Kopbéyno.

— Bxe He Tpeba,— BignosiB Banb MapnaHH.— Mu HeramHo
BUPYLUAEMO Ha TPOOH.

— UWo ue 3HaunTb? [anTe MeHi NoroBopuUTM 3 aaMipasoM.

— Kopbyno ybutun,— Bigpizas Xenn beppen.— BiH BnABUBCH

3pPaZIHNKOM.
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— Ocb 49K? — CKpUKHYB PoOH [ipOH.— 3acTtonopitbCca Ans
NpMMoMy aecaHTty, abo MU BiAKPUEMO BOIMOHb!

— I 3HMWKTE €AMHUN WAHC po3nnayTaTtu 3MoBy LWopp KaHa,—
npomoBue Banb MapsaHH.— Mu nopyynmnmnucd HawuMuy XUTTAMKU 3a
npuHua 3apTa. Moro noTpibHo AocTaBUTM Ha TPOOH.

[>xOH MopAoH, BUCTYNMBLIK Briepes, 3BEPHYBCS A0 PO3rHiBaHoOro
BiLle-aaMipana.

— AaMipane, nosipte iM. [JanTe HaM MOX/UBICTb BpSATYyBaTH
IMmnepito!

[ipoH Barascs.

— boxesinna! Kopbyno 3BMHyBayeHO Yy 3paji, BiH MepTBUN,
3apT ApH noBepHyBCH... Lle Buwe Moro po3yMmiHHA. Po3bepeMocs Ha
TpooHi. Ane «ETHe» 6yayTb CynpoBOAXYBAaTU YOTUPWU MOIX Kopabni,
roTOBI 3HULNTK Bac, SKLWO BU nigete Kyan-Hebyab, KpiMm TpooHa.

— Uboro mu i xoyemo! — BurykHys lopnoH.— Ane manTe Ha
yBasi: Jlira Mmoxe Ternep Hanactn y 6yab-siKMi1 MOMEHT.

— S 3B’AXKYyCSa 3 iMNepaTopoM i NOBIAOMIIIO NpPO BCe,— 6YpPKHYB
[pOH.

306paxeHHs 3HUKNo. MNoTiMm BCi MOrnn 6aunTu y intoMiHaTopu, K
YOTUPU NIHKOPW BIAAINMNNCS BiA eckaapu i HAbnusnnmucsa Ao «ETHe».

— EckopT noaaHo,— MocMixHyBcs Banb MapnaHH.— Maemo Ha
TpooH. gy, BigaaM po3nopsaa)XeHHS.

Konu BiH BUNLLOB i N0 BCbOMY KOpabto 3HOBY 3a3By4dasim rosiocu
Ta A3BOHW, [opaoH ob6epeXXHO 3annTas:

— Yn noBmHeH 9 BBaxaTtun cebe 6paHueM?

— pim i 6nnckaskal 3po3yMino, Hi! — Bignosie Xenn beppen. —
AKLWO BU CKasanu npasay, SKMM y UbOMy ceHc! A aKLWO Hi, HAac BCiX
BCe OA4HO CTpaTAThb.

fopaoH 3HanwoB JliaHHY y Kopugopi. BiH KOpOTKO po3noBiB in
npo Te, Wo Tpanunocs.

— Kopbyno ybutnin! OgHieo Benukow Hebesnekow MeHwe! —
BUIF'YKHYNa BOHa.— Ane, 3apTe, Tenep Hawe XuTTa i gons IMmnepii
3asexaTtb Bif TOro, 4n 3yMiEMO MW NepekoHaTun sBaworo 6parta!
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Y uen MOMeHT MorytHa <«ETHe» pywwuna, il Benuki Typb6iHu
3arynun. 3a Kilbka XBUJIMH BOHa pa3oM 3i CBOIM MOXMYPUM €CKOPTOM
BXXE MYasia 30psAHUM NMPOCTOPOM.

[@N1aKTUYHA KpKM3a

BennuesHnin ackpasun KaHonyc nanas cepef 3ipoK Yy BCiK CBOIN
cninydin nuwHoTi. [’'aTe Kopabnie Habnumxanuca A0 HbOro,
MOCTYMOBO 3MEHLUYKUYMN LWBUAKICTD.

I 3HOBY [I>XOH OpAOH AMBUBCS 3 KaNiTaHCbKOro MiCTKa Ha csak4e
coHue — cepue IMmnepil. CKiNbKKX NoAin ctanocs 3 Toro Yyacy, Koau BiH
BNepLle CTodB OTak, nopyy 3 Xenn beppenom!

— Capemo 3a ABi rOAWMHU,— MOPYLWMB MOBYAHKY aHTapeceub. I
AoaaB Heseceno: — Hac 3ycTpiyatuMe uina kKowmicida. Baw 6paTt Bce
3HaE.

— Sl BNeBHEHUN, WO 3MOXY NOro nepekoHaTun,— cka3as [opAoH.
Ane y rmnbuHi aywi noro My4ymna 3pocratoda Tpusora. Bce 3anexano
Bil OAHIEI NIOAUMHWU, Bi4 TOro, HacCKifibKM npaBuibHO OpAOH MOro
OUiHUB.

Bci ui AHI Ta roanHM cTpiMKOro nonboTty 4yepes IMnepito NopaoHa
My4unn CyMHiBu. BiH Mano cnas i Manxe He iB.

BiH noBuHeH nepekoHatn [xan ApHa! Konn ocCTaHHbOro
3pagHuka byae 3HuuweHo, Imnepia 6yae rotosa Biabutn Hanaa Xmapwu
i BiH, [J>KOH TOpAOH, BUKOHABLUWM CBi1 060B’A30K, 3MOXE MOBEPHYTUCS
Ha 3eM/il0 Ta OOMIHATUCA TinamMu 3i cnpaBXHiM 3apT ApHOM. A Toun
noBepHeTbCs ctoau, Wwob 3axmwaTtn Imnepito.

Ane lopaoH BigvyBaB AYyLUEBHE CYM’dTTa LWoOpa3y, KoM AyMaB
Npo Luen 3BOPOTHUN O6MiH. BO TOro AHS, KON BiH MOBEPHETLCS Y CBOE
TiNO i CBiN Yac, BiH Ha3aBXaW BTPaTUTb JliaHHY...

BoHa yBivwwMAa Ha MiCTOK B TOW MOMEHT, KO/IM BiH AyMaB Npo Hei,
cTana nopyu, i ii TOHKi nanbui CTUCHYIN NOrO pYKY.

— Baw 6paTt nosipnTb BaM, 3apTe. S 3Hato, WO BiH MOBIpUTD.

— be3 pokasiB — Hi,— npobypmMmoTiB NopaoH.— A niaTBEpAUTHU
MOIO iCTOpitO MOXe ninwe ogHa naunHa. Bce 3anexuTb Big TOro, 4m
Ai3HaBcs BiH Npo cMepTb Kopbyno i UM He BTIK.

140



Moro 6onicHa HeBMEeBHEHICTb we 6inblue 3pocna, Koanm Mn’'aTb
Kopabnie niwnan Ha nocaaky.

Y ctonunui 6yna Hiy. CBiTAN0O ABOX MicsUiB BUrpaBaso Ha cxmnax
KpuwTanesux rip i cpibHin MopcbKin rnagi. MicbKi BexXi ropaoBuTo
TArCHYUCA A0 3ipOoK.

Eckaapunbs npusemnmnacs y AoKax KOCMOMOPTY.
Hosonpunbynux 3ycTpiB 3ariH 036poeHNX conaaTtiB Ha 4oni 3 ABOMa
odivuepamn. Lo TlopaoHa Habnusmeca Opt boamep. Xypopnsse
06/1M44Ya BepXOBHOIro pagHunka 3o06paxano rnmboky TpuBeory.

— SlKke CyMHe NOBEepHEeHHS, Balla BMCOKOCTE,— TUXO BMMOBUB
BiH.— [lan BaM bor noBecTn cBOO HEBUHHICTb!

— Yn 36epir >xan ApH BCe, WO CTanocs y TAEMHULUI? — WBUAKO
3anuTtas NopaoH. OpT boaoMep KMBHYB.

— Woro Benu4HiCTb Yekae BaLIOro MOBEPHEHHS. MW HerawmHo
BMpPYLIAEMO A0 Nanauy. Ane s NMoBUMHEH nonepeavTy, WO congartam
HaKa3aHo CTPINSaTU Npu HanMeHwWin cnpobi onopy.

Ix wenako oblwykanu i, He 3HanwoBLWK 36p0i, NoBenn A0 CTaHUii
nia3emkn. KpiMm BapTn, sika 3anwna y BaroHM pa3oM 3 HUMMU, iHWMNX
naen y KocmonopTi He 6yno.

Konn 1ix Hic BaroH nig3eMKu, oTodyktua AiNCHICTb 3HOBY
Bnaanacsa opaoHy cHoM. Sk 6arato cTtanocs 3a Takuh KOPOTKUM
TepMiH! Po3yM He MOXe BuTpuMmaTtu uboro! I nuwe tenna pyka JliaHHu
NOBEpPHYyJla MOMY BiAYYTTHA peasibHOCTI.

ONMHMBLIKNCE Y Nanaui, BOHU NigHAINCSA NOPOXHIMN KOpnaopaMu
[0 TOro X npuMiweHHs, ae N'opaoH snepuwe nobaums ApH Abbaca. Ha
iMepaTopCbKOMY TpOHi cuaie Tenep [xan ApH. KpacuBe o65mnyus
noro 6yno cMepTenibHO BTOM/IEHUM, KON BiH NOrnsiHys Ha [oOpAoHa,
JliaHHY Ta ABOX KaniTaHiB.

— Hexanm KoHBOM 3anuwunTtbCa 30BHi. I BW, boamep,—
6e3npuncTpacHO Haka3aB BiH.

— lonoHeHi 6e336poKHi, ane...— 3aBaraBCs CAHOBHUK.

— BukoHynte! — posntotueca Oxan ApH.— He xBuniwoutecs.
Y MeHe € ynmM 3axuctutuca. Hivyoro 6osatucs, wob min piaHun bpat

3Mir B6GUTHU | MeHe.
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BepxoBHUN pagHuK, obmaBa KaniTaHWM i OXOpOHa BUWLIAM 3a
aBepi.

[lopaOH CcTYynMB BNepes i 3annuTtaB 3i CTPUMAHOK MIOTTHO:

— I ue Ha3mBaeTbCca npasocyaasdAM? 3acyaAuTu NOAUHY, He
AaBLUKn i1 cnosa?

— Ane Kopbyno 6auumB, gk T B6mB 6Hatbka! — [Ixan ApH
BCTaB.— A Tenep T B6mB i noro!

— Lle He Tak! — cnokinHo ckasana JliaHHa.— BucnyxanTte 3apTa,
iMmnepaTope.

— 4 He 3acyaxyt Bac, JliaHHO,— NOMOBYaBLUM, CKa3as [xan
ApH.— BW KOXa€ETe noro i, npupoaHo, sipute. Ane BiH, Mi y4yeHuUIn
6paT, sskoro s nbue i KM, K 3’CyBanNoCs, BeCb Yyac nparHys Ao
Bnagu...

— 3aMOBKHU! — KpUKHYB NopaoH.— T gacu MeHi ckasaTtu?

— 4 i Tak 3Halo, WO TM ckaxew,— Bigpizas Oxan ApH.— [ipoH
nosigomMme, WO TK 3BMHYBaTUB Kopbyno y 3paai, wob npmxosaTtn CBOI
B/IACHI YOPHI 3/T0UMNHU.

— S MOXYy OO0OBeCTU BCe, AKLWO T MeHe BUC/YXa€Ew,— 3asBUB
[OpAoH.

— A AKMUW O0Ka3 TU MOXeLl HagaTn? — 3anepeyms iMnepaTop.—
SAKi AOKa3n 3MOXYTb NepeBaXXUTuM TBOK BTeYy, CBiAOUTBO MOKIMHOIMo
aaMipana, TaeEMHi nocnaHHsa Wopp KaHa?

fopAoOH 3HaB, WO CUTyaLlis KpuTudHa. BiH NnoBUHEH BCTOATU abo
3arnHyTHU.

BiH noyaB roeoputu. Po3noBiB nNpo nNiACTynHeE CRPUSAHHS
Kopbyno ix BTeui, Npo Te, 5K TOYHO BCe 6yno po3paxoBaHo, o6
36irTncsa y yaci 3 yéusctsom ApH Abbaca.

— Tak 6yno 3pobneHo, wob BCi BMpiwnnun, Hibu ue 9 B6MB i NOTIM
3HUK,— Hanonsarae BiH.— Kopbyno cam ybuB 6aTbka, a MnoTiM
3BUHYBATUB MEeHe, MpeKpacHO 3Hak4yu, WO MEeHe HEMAE i Wo A He
3MOXY 3arnepeynTu NOro 3BMHyBavYeHHs!

foOpAOH KBanNaMBO PO3MOBIB, SIK CipiaHCbKMM KaniTaH HACUbHO
BiABI3 iX 3 JliaHHOIO A0 XMapu i 9K MOMy BAanocsa nepekoHaTtu LLopp

KaHa BianycTnTu ix Ha 3emMnio, yaasLm, WO BiH rOTOBUN NPUEAHATUCS
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Ao Jlirm. BiH npoMoBYaB Npo €AnMHe — XUTPICTb byna 3acHOBaHa Ha
TOMY, WO BiH He cripaBXHin 3apT ApH. Llboro roBoputu He MOXHa
byno.

foOpAOH 3aKiH4YMB CBOKO KOPOTKMIM pO3MoBigb, ane Bce e baums
NOXMYpYy HeaoBipy Ha obnnuui xxan ApHa.

— Bce ue HaaTto daHTactuyHo! I HeMae Higknx AokasiB, KpiM
TBOIX CNiB i CNiB AiBYMHU, 3aKoxaHol B Tebe. Tn rosopms, WO MOXeLL
AOBECTUN CBOIO iCTOPIt0?

— MoXy, SKLWO MeHi 403BONSATb,— CEPWNO3HO BianoBiB MOpAOH.
I wBnako npoaosXxysas: — [xxan, y 3MoBi 6paB yyacTb He TifIbKU
Kopbyno. LWopp KaHH cTBepa)yBaB, WO 3MOBHUKIB 6ing ABagusaTw,
npoTe HiKOro He HaseaB. Ane oaHoro A 3Hat. Lle TepH Enbapens,
KaniTaH Kkopabn4, sk BigBi3 Hac Ao XMapu. [lymato, BiH NigTBEpAnUTb
MOI C/l0Ba.

[>xan ApH HacynmBecs, NOTIM TOPKHYBCSA KHOMKW Ha CTOJII.

— WTab dnoty? NoBopuTb iMnNepaTop. Y Bac € KanitaH Ha iM’q
TepH Enbapen? 3’acynte, um BiH y TPOOHI. AKLWO Ue TakK, TO NpUWwniThb
NOro HeramHo nia BapToH.

[OpAoOH 4YekaB. Lo K cipiaHWMH Mo4YyB NpO OCTaHHI noaii i BCTUr
cxoBaTucs... HiTkmm ronoc 3 AMHaAMIKiB BiANOBIB:

— TepH Enbapena 3HaiaeHo. Moro kpeicep LOMHO NOBEpHYBCS
3 naTpynoBaHH4A. 3apa3s BiH 6byae y Bac.

3a niBroavHu asepi BigunHUIUCS, i yesinwos TepH Enbapen. Ha
NOro 3acMarnomy 3esieHyBaToMy o61mydi 6yno nerke 3gmByBaHHSA. Ta
OoCb BiH nobaume NopaoHa i JliaHHYy.

— 3apT ApH! — BiH NOTArHyBCS PYyKOK A0 nosicy, MabyTb,
3abyBLliN, WO 36pOt0 BUIYUHEHO Ha BXOA,.

— 3AMBOBaHi? — MOCMiXHyBCcs opaoH.— [lyManun, Mu BCe Lwe y
Xmapi?

o TepH Enbapena noBepHynocs camMoBfiagaHHA. BiH amBuecs
Ha [opAOHa 3 yaaBaHUM 34MBYBaAHHAM.

— 3apT CTBEpAXYE, WO BN AOCTAaBUAN X HA TansiapHy CUIo,—
ypuB4yacTto 3arosopus [Ixan ApH.— BiH 3BMHYBa4dy€e Bac y 3MOBi Ta
3paai Imnepii.
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Ha o6nuydi 3pagHmnka 3'1BMNoCs BiAMIHHO po3irpaHe obypeHHs.

— Lle 6bpexHsa! 4 He 6baunB npuHUa i npuHuecy 3i CeaTta Micauis!

H>xxan ApH oonuUTIUBO NoaMBUBCA Ha [opaoHa.

— Twn Ka3aB, W0 3MOXeL A0BeCTU CBOO icTopito, 3apT. lNokn wo
MW MAEMO TiSibKM TBOI Cl0Ba NpPOTU MOro CrliB.

— A 49?7 — nanko BTpyTtunaca JliaHHa.— Xiba cBig4YeHHS
npuHuecn domManbrayTta BXe Hi4oro He 3Ha4yaTb?

IMnepaTop 3HOBY HACyMnMUBCA.

— Bwn 3akoxaHi y Hboro, JliaHHO, i He MoxeTe 6yTu
Heynepea)XXeHolto.

[OpAoOH, 3p0O3yMino, | He o4iKkyBaB BiA CipiaHMHA 4YOrocChb iHLIOrO.
Ane BiH po3paxoByBaB Ha CBOK OLIHKY XapaKTepy Ui€i ntoamHun, wob
AOMOITUCA Bif HbOro npasau. Tenep HacTtaB BUpilWasbHUA MOMEHT.
flopaoH cTynmB ynepen. CTpUMYyKOUYM CBiW THiB, BiH MNOBINIbBHO
3aroBOpuUB:

— TepH Enbapen, Bawa rpa nporpaHa. Kopbyno yébutun, i Bca
3mMoBa LHopp KaHa Ha Mexi po3KpuTTd. Y BacC HeMa€ LWaHCIiB
NMPUXoBaTU CBOK MPOBUHY, a AKLWO Tl BUKPUIOTb, TO LEe O3HadyaTuMme
CMepTb An4 Bac.

CipiaHuH XxOTiB 3anepeynTn, ane OpAOH NPOAOBXYBaB:

— S 3Hat, npo Wo BM AyMaEeTe. Bu BBaxaere, WO,
MPOAOBXYOUM Hamnmondaratu Ha 3anepedeHHi CBOEl MPOBWHWU, BU
3MOXeTe nepemMortTM MeHe i Wo ue Tenep €AVHUW 4S9 BacC LWAHC
BpATyBaTUCA. Ane Bce MapHo, TepH Enbgpea. I ocb 4vomy. Konum
«Mapkab» Bi3 Hac o XMapu, Ha 6opTy 6yna BCca KoMaHaa. 3po3yMino,
nan nigkynneHi i 6yayte cnoyaTky BCe 3anepedvysatu. Ane aKLWo ix
AONMUTaTK, TO BpeLTi-pewT Xxo4a 6 oanH 3i3HAETbCS, WO06 BpATYBaATH
CBOIO WKYypYy!

B oyax 3pagHuMKa NpoMamHyB CYMHIiB, asie BiH FHIBHO 3axuTaB
rO/10BOH0.

— Lle HiceHiTHMUI, npuHUe! MoxeTe IX AONUTYBATU CKiSlbKU
3aBrogHo. HixTo He 3i3Ha€eTbCa Yy TOMy, 4oro He 6yno. opaoH
NPOAOBXYBaB aTaKy, rosloc Moro 3a43BEHIB:
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— TepH Enbapea, saw 6ned He nponae! Bu npekpacHO 3HaETe,
Lo xo4a 6 ogunH 3arosopuTb! I TOAI BM 3arvHynn. Y Bac €GUHUNIN LWINAX
00 MNOpATYHKY. [lepeknagite BiANOBIAANIbHICTb Ha iHWWX, Ha BULLUX
YMHOBHWUKIB i odiuepiB, sKi iHTpuryesanu 3 LlWopp KaHoMm! Jante HaMm
IX iMeHa, i Bac BianycraTb!

— 5 He noroaXycsa Ha Taki ymoBu! — rapgade BTpyTtmBca [xan
ApH.— BianyctuTtmn 3pagHumka? Hisawo! NopaoH pi3ko NoBepHYBCH A0
HbOrO.

— [>xan, 3po3yMino, BiH 3acC/yroBye Ha cMepTb. Ane wo Ans
Tebe Bax/uMBilWe: nokapaTu LUbOro HerigHMKa 4um BpaTyBatu IMmnepito?

Ha mutb [)xan ApH Hacynuecs, ane, NnoMoB4YaBLUWU, BiANOBIB:

— [obpe, a o0b6iusto noro BIiANYCTUTU, AKLWO BiH 3i3HAETbCA |
Ha3Be CnifIbHUKIB.

— TepH Enbapen, ue octaHHin waHc! 3apa3 abo Hikonu!

BiH 6aumB HepiwydicTb B o4yax TepH Enbapepna. BiH rpaeB Ha
TOMY, WO uen odiuep 6yB XOPCTKMM peanictoMm, camonibusum,
4eCToMOHNM | AyMaB TiNlbKK npo cebe.

I NlopaoH Burpas. lNoctaBneHun nepeg HEMUMHYUYUM BUKPUTTAM |
nobaumBln nasiBKky, Yy sKiM BiH MoXxe cxoBaTucs, TepH Enbapen
3[aBCH.

— IMnepaTop AaB MeHi cnoBo, 3anam’dtanTe!

— To ue npaBaa?! — BUrykHyB [>xan ApH.— Ane s 40oTpuMatocs
cnosa. 4 nam BaM coboay, SIKWO BM Ha3BeTe CBOIX CRi/IbHUKIB i MU
3MOXXEeMO nepeBipuTK Balli C/I0Ba.

TepH Enbapen cnnbHo 36N1ia, ane cnpobyBaB NMOCMIXHYTUCA.

— S 3Hato, Wo noTpanme y NacTky. Ane 6yab 1 NPOKNSATUN, 9KLWLO
niagy Ha cmeptb 3apaau Wopp KaHa. BiH caM Hikonn He 3pobuB 6u
uboro anda MeHe! BiH 3BepHyBCa Ao [O>xan ApHa:

— Tak, iMnepatop, NpuHLU ckas3as npasay. Aamipan Kopbyno
O4YO/IIOBAB rpyny CAHOBHWKIB, SKi 3paaunun Imnepii. BiH yéuB ApH
Ab6b6aca i Haka3aB MeHi BiaBe3Tu 3apT ApHa i JliaHHY, Wwob BMHaA BNana
Ha HMX. Bce, Wwo rosopus NpuHLU,— 4YMCTa nNpasaa.

B ouax lNopaoHa Bce nonnmeno. Ui cnoBa 3BiNbHWUAM MOro BiA

HEeCTeprnHOro HanpyXeHHs OCTaHHiX AHiB. [loTiM BiH BigyyB Tenni
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pyku JliaHHW, no4yB 1i ronoc... lNopy4d croanu Xenn beppen i Banb
MapnaHH, BOHM Mnaeckasau Moro no CnuHi.

— 3apTe, 4 3Hana, wo Bu Bunpaesaaeteca! 4 3Hana, 3apte!

[o NopaoHa Habnusmeca Oxan ApH, 6nigun, sk cMepTb. ['onoc
noro 6yB XpUnNKnM:

— Yu npobaunw TM MeHi konn-Hebyab, 3apTte? Nocnoamn! Yu mir
1 3HaTM? Ane 9 cobi Hikonn He npobauy!..

— 3acnokouncs, [Oxane,— npobypmoTiB lopaoH.— Xiba Tu
BMHEH, WO BCe bysi0 TaK XUTPO BIALLUTOBAHO?..

— Bca IMnepia noBMHHa Ai3HaATUCA Npo ue! — BUTyKHYB [xan
ApH. BiH obepHyBcs gno TepH Enbapepna: — [llepw 3a Bce iMeHa
3MOBHMUKIB!

TepH Enbapen cXxnnmecs Hag CTONIOM i Noyas nNmMcaTu. 3a Kinbka
XBWJIMH BiH MOBYKMW MPOCTArHYB JIUCTOK [)xan ApHy.

— Bw 6ypete nig apewTtoM, AOKM Bawi CBiAYEHHS He
nepesipsiTb,— CyBOPO CKa3aB TOW, BUKJ/IMKAOUYM OXOPOHY.— ToAi Bac
3BiNbHATL. Afe 3BIiCTKa nNpo Bawy 3paay nige 3a BaMu 40
HavBigaaneHiwnx 3ipok.

CipiaHuHa nosenu. >xan ApH KMHYB Norngd4a Ha Crnmcok iMeH.

— locnoaun, wo ue?

[OpAOH B35B JINCTOK rnanepy. lNepwunM y cnucky crodano: «OpT
Boamep, BepxoBHUIK pagHUK IMnepii».

— boamep? HeMoxnuso! — ckpukHyB [Oxan ApH.— Lle Haknen!
Sl NOMY NOBHICTIO A0BIpSHO!

— Tak,— kuBHyB ['opaoH.— Ane 3ragan — Kopbyno T nosipss
He MeHwe. [Ixan ApH Hacynumecs i nNiginwos 40 CTONY.

— 3anpociTb 40 MeHe paaHuka boaMepa. Bianosigb 6yna
LWWBMAKOK — pagHuMK boamep 3anvwuve NpurManbHIO KiflbKa XBUJIUH
TOMY. M1 He 3HAaEMO, KyAun BiH MiLIOB.

— 3Hanaite noro weunawe! — Hakasas [Ixan ApH.

— BiH yTik, nobauuswmn, wo TepH Enbapena 3aapelwtoBaHo,—
BUrykHyB "opaoH.— [xan, BiH 3HAB, wo cipiaHnH BuaacTb noro!

[>xxan ApH BnaB y Kpicno:
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— boamep 3paagHuk!.. lorngHb Ha iHWI iMeHa: bipH Pigim,
Koppen KeH, IoH Ponnopi — BcCi AoBipeHi YNHOBHUKMU!

KaniTaH oxopoHu A0MNOBIB:

— Bawa BennyHocTte, Mun He 3Mornm 3HamTmn OpT boamepai! HixTo
He 6auuB, K i Kyau BiH 3HUK.

— [lanTe 3arasbHUM Haka3s Npo MOro apewT,— Pi3KO KUHYB
Oxan ApH. BiH nepepaB kanitaHoBi cnucok.— [ 3aapewTtyunte
HeramHo uux ngen. Ane nocrapamTecs 3pobutn ue TmUxo. BiH
3MYy4YeHO rndaHyB Ha opaoHa i JliaHHy.

— U4 3pana Bxe notpacna Imnepito! A niBAeHHI KOpOniBCTBa
BaratoTbCA. IX NOCAM 3axkafanu HeranHoi ayaieHuii. I s 6okocs, Wo
BOHM X04YyTb NOpBaTK COtO3 3 IMnepieto!

TaemHuunua Imnepii

fopaoOH panToM MOMITUB, WO TOHKa dirypka JliaH noHWKNa BiA
BTOMM, i BFON1OC AOPiKHYB cebe:

— JliaHHO, BW, HaNeBHO, NeAb XWBI Micnd BCbOro, WO
nepeHecnu! JliaHHa cnpobyBana NOCMiIXHYTUCA.

— 5 6 Tpoxu Bigno4yunna...

— KanitaH beppen nposBeae Bac A0 Bawwux KiMHaT, JliaHHO,—
ckasas [Ixan ApH.— 3apT noTpibeH TyT, NOCNM NiBAEHHNX KOPONiBCTB
MOBUHHI CaMi NepeKoHaTUCs y TOMY, LLO Hall KOPOiBCbKUW AiM 3HOBY
3ryptyBaBcs. BiH 3BepHyBcAa Ao Xenn beppena i Banb MapnaHHa:

— 3 BacC i Bawux nogen 3BMHYBAYEeHHS Yy 3aKOJI0Ti 3HiMalo. 4
Bawl 6OpXHWK Ha BCe XWUTTA 3a Te, WO BM A0MNOMOIN BUKPUTU
Kopbyno i BpaTysatn Moro 6para.

Konu BOHWM 3anunwmnnuca ogHi, xan ApH cCniB4yTNMBO CKa3aB
[OpAOHY, SIKMW BCe LWe He Mir yramyBaTW TPEeMTIiHHA nicns Takoi
TpuBasnol Hanpyru:

— 3apTe, 8 6u gossonus Bignountn i TObI, ane TW 3HaEW,
HACKilbKM BaXJIMBO 3apa3, KOMM Kpu3a Haspina, yTpuMmaTun 30psHi
KoponiscTBa. Hoptn 6 3abpanu uboro npoknatoro LWopp KaHa!

Cnyra npuvHic cakBu. BOrHSHMI Hanin NposiCHMB 3aTyMaHEHUM
MO30K [(OpAOHa i MOBEepHYB CUIN MOr0 3My4YEeHOMY Tify.
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MoTiMm ABepi BIAYMHUANCA | KaMmeprep OroJsiocMB, HU3bKO
BK/IOHAKOYUCD:

— [ocnaHui Big koponiectBa [llongapHoi, Jlebensa, lMepces i
Kaccionel Ta Big bapoHcTtBa N'epkynecoBsoro Poto!

MocnaHui, BCi Yy NOBHIiM napagHin dopMi, 3yrnuHUANCA y NoauBi,
nobaumswmn nopyd 3 [xan ApHoM FopaoHa.

— [MpuHU 3apT! — CKpUKHYB KpYrnoanmumm nocCnaHHUK
epkyneca.— Ane Mun gymanmu...

— Moro 6paTta noBHICTIO BuUNpasaaHo. CnpaBXHi 3104MHLUI
cxonneHi,— nepepsaB [xan.— lNpo ue 6byae oronoweHo 3a rogmHy.
3 KO MEeTOK BM 3a)ajanun ayaieHui?

Kpyrnonuuun repkynieceub NOrfsgHyB Ha JliTHbOrO, NOBa)HOro
nocsaHHunka lonsapHol.

— Ty Wan, Bn Haw ayaeH. 3mMoplyeHe, ctape obnmnuua Ty LWana
6yno rnnboko 36eHTeXEeHUM, KON BiH CTYNUB BNepes i 3aroBopuB:

— Bawa BenunyHocte, LLopp KaH WOMHO TAEMHO 3anporoHyBaB
HaWwWMM KoponiBcTBaM Aorosip apyx6ébu 3 Jliroro TeMHux CsiTie! BiH
3asBMB, WO SKWOo MM bygeMo TpuMmaTtmucsa Imnepii, To BCi npupeyeHi!

MocnaHHWK Nepkyneca AoAaB:

— BiH 3anponoHyBaB Te X caMme i HaM, bapoHaM, i Hac 3acTepir
Big coto3y 3 IMnepieto. xxan ApH WBWUAKO FNAHYB Ha ['opAoHa.

— Wopp KaH po3cunae ynbTumMatyMn?!0OTXe, BiH Manxe rotoBmm
A0 Hanaay!

— HixT0 3 Hac He nbutb TUpaHii Llopp KaHa,— npoaoBxyBaB
Ty Wan.— Mun BBaxaeMo 3a Kpauie 6ytn 3 IMnepieto, sska CTOITb 3a
MUP | €AHICTb. Ane HaM ckKasanu, wo XMapa BOJIOAIE HACTINbKU
CTpaWHMMMN CUNAMU | HAcCTiINbKM HOBMM BuAOM 36poi, WO 3MOXe
3HULMTUN BCE Ha CBOEMY LLSXY NepLU HiX BiMHA nodHeTbcs. Oui [kan
ApHa 6auncHynun.

— Bu aymaete, wWo BiH 3MOXe 3aBotoBaTW [anakTuKy, HaBiTb
SAKWO Y Hac € PyMHIBHUK, SIKUM MOXHa CKOpUCTATUCA Y pasi notpebu?

— CamMe Tak, naHe,— Bignosie Ty Wan.— Ham ckasanwu, Wwo
PyMHIBHUK 6yno 3a4isiHO inwe oanH pas, Ay>Xe AaBHO, i BiH BUSIBUBCS

HacTiNbkn Hebe3neyHuM, WO BW HEe MNOCMIETE 3acToCyBaTuU MOro
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3HOBY.— BiH goaas: — boroc4, Wo Halwi KoponiBcTBa NMOpPBYTb COHO3 3
IMnepieto, SAKWO BWM He NepeKkoHaeTe, WO Uue bpexHs, SKWo He
nosegete Ham, wo NMOCMIETE 3ACTOCYBATU PYNMHIBHUK!

>xxan ApH BN’ABCS O4YMMa Yy MOCNAHHUKIB. I B NOro ypoumnmcTmnx
cnosax [OpAOHY MOYyBCA BiAFOMiIH YOroCcb AMBHOMO, HAAMNPUPOAHOIO,
CTpallHoro.

— Ty Wan, cuna PynHiBHMKA XaxnmBa. A He 6yay NnpuxoByBaTy,
K Hebe3neyHOo BUBINbHATU Ul cuny y lanaktuui. Aaxe ue 6yno
3pobneHo, KonM Hananu Marennadinui, 6arato pokis Tomy. I Mu
NOBTOPMMO, SKLLO Le noTpibHo! Min 6aTbko noMep, ane Mu 3 3apTOM
3HAEMO, sK po3B’a3aTu uto cuny. I mm PO3B’AXXEMO i, | Hexan kpauwe
34puUrHeTbca NanakTuka, HiXXK TupaHia LWWopp KaHa CKye BifibHi CBiTH!
Ty Wan 3paBaBcs we 6inbl 36eHTeXXeHNM.

— Ane, naHe, MM OTPUMaNN IHCTPYKLUII 0COBUCTO NnepeKkoHaTUCH
y iCHyBaHHi PyWHiBHMKa. Hawi ypaaun noBWHHI 6yTW BMNEBHEHI...
O6nnuua Oxan ApHa noTemHino.

— S cnopiBaBcs, WO PYMHIBHUK HIKONMM HE MNMOKMHE CXOBULUE.
Ane, MOXIMBO, Kpauwe 3pobutn Tak, SK Bu npocute.— Oudi noro
6nucHynu.— [incHo, Moxnueo, Toai Lopp KaH nobauntb, SKOWO
CWUI00 MW BOJIOAIEMO, MOYYE Npo 1 A0 | ABiYi nogyMaEg, nepw Hix
pO3B’sXe ranakTuyHy BiNHY!

— Omxe, Mn nobaummo PynHiBHUK Y Aii? — 3anuTaB repkyneceub
3 TPEMETHUM XaXOoM.

— Y n’'atoecatm napcekax Ha 3axig Big Anronsa € obnactb
MOPOXHIX TeMHUX 3ipoK,— cKas3aB [xan ApH.— 3a aBa AHi Mu
po3B’sXeMo TaM cuny PynHiBHMKa. O6nunuusa Ty LWana pewo
NPOSACHWUNOCA.

— dkwo Bu 3pobute ue, TO Hawi KoponiBcTtea 6€3nO0BOPOTHO
BIAKMHYTb npono3uuil Lopp KaHa.

— A A pyyatocb, wo 6apoHu Nepkyneca niaytb 3 IMnepieo,—
AonaB nocnaHHuMK Nepkyneca.

Konn BoHu niwnu, >xan ApH 3My4eHO rnaHyB Ha opaoHa.

— Tinbkn umMm 4 i Mir ytpumaTun ix, 3apte! Akbu BiamMoBuMB, TO

KMHYB 61 ix y nanun Wopp KaHa.
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[[OpAOH 34MBOBAHO 3aMuTaB:

— Tw cnpasai BupiwmB 3actocyBatM PyWHIBHUK, W06
rnepekoHaTu ix?

[>xan sutep cniTHine obnmnyus.

— 5 He xouy uboro. bor ceigok! T 3HaAELW NpoO nonepenXxXeHH4d
BpeHH bBipa. T 3Ha€EwWw, Ha MeXi AKOi KaTacTpodu onuHUBCA BcecsiT,
KONM BiH BWKOPUCTAB WOro npotu Marennadinuis! —  xan
BUNPSAMUBCA.— Ane s Nigy HaBiTb Ha Uuen pusunk, Wwob He gatn Xmapi
po3no4aTun BiNHy!

[OpAOHa OXOMWNOo 34MBYBaAHH4A, 3MilLlaHe 3 XOI04HUM XaxoM. Lo
X ue byna 3a TaeEMHa cuna, nNpo aKky [xan ApH He MOXe roBopuUTHU
6e3 cTpaxy! Ane [Ixan ApH NpoAoBXXyBaB HanoNerameo:

— 3apTe, Tenep Mu nigemo y Kamepy PyinHiBHUMKa. Mu pyxe
AaBHO He 6ynu TaMm, i HaM NoTpibHO nNepeBipuTU, YN FOTOBUM BiH A0
3aCTOCYBaHHA.

fOpAOH BHYTPIWHbLO 34PUTrHYBCA. BiH, 4y>XUHeuUb, NPOHUKHE Y
Hanbinbwnn cekpet lMNanakTnkn! Ane nNoTiM noayMmas, SiKa pi3HMUA,
nobaunTb BiH YW Hi Uen nNpuctpin. Y 6yab-sskomMy BuNaaky, BiH
He3abapoM NOBEpPHETLCH Y CBOE TiNO, Y CBiN Yac. BiH NOBUHEH 3HANTKH
BMNAAOK i BUCAMU3HYTU Ha 3eMN0 Hanbnmxummm gHAMM noTau Big
Oxan ApHa. BiH MoXxe B34aTn Kopabenb, Wwob noneTitn Tyan.

BapTo 6yno nomy noaymatu npo ue, ik cepue 3HOBY CTUCI0CS
Bi4 nepefyyTTa BiYHOI po3nyKu 3 JliaHHOIO.

— Xopaimo, 3apTe,— HeTepnasyde ckasas [Jxxan.— { 3Hato, Wo Tm
BTOMMBCSH, asie 4ac He YeKae.

BoHu Bunwnn ao npunManeHi, i Oxan ApH BiACTOPOHMB
OXOpPOHY, fiKa vwna cnigoM. BoHW cnyckanncs pyxoMmMMm KUamMamu
BCE HMXYE | HWUXKYEe, MOKW He onuHuaucs rnmbwe 3a nia3emHy
B'A3HUUIO, Y SKiN 6yno yB'si3HeHO [opaoHa. HapelwTi BOHU CTynunm
Ha crnipanbHi cxoaun, AKi NpmMBenun ix Ao 3anun, BnaoBbaHoi y CKENACTUX
Hagpax nnaHetu. 3BiacM BIiB  O0BrMKM  KOpuMAop, OCBITNEeHUKn
NynbCcytounMm 6inMM caMBOM, SKUN NLLOB Big NAACTUH Ha CTiHaX.

Mayum 3 [Oxan ApHOM uMM KopuaopoMm, [opaoH nense

NpuUXoByBaB 34MBYBaHHS. BiH odikyBaB nobauntu 036poeHy BapTy Ha
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KOXHOMY KpoUi, BaXkKi ABepi 3 XUTPOMYyAPUMU 3aMKaMWU, CUCTEMY
CUrHanisauii 4na OXOpOoHU Ui€l HANTUTaHIYHIWOT cunn y MNanakTuui. A
TYT, 34aBasioCH, i OXOPOHATU He byno 4oro. Cxoau, CAYUA KOPUAOP
6ynn nopoxHiMn. HapewTi [Oxan ApH BiaKpuB ABepi Yy KiHUi
Kopnaopy. BoHW He 6ynn HaBiTb 3aMKHeHi!

— Ocb i BiH, TaKnn Xe, 9K 3aBXau,— npowenoTis O>xan ApH 3
MoBarok i OCTpaxom.

KiMHaTa, ManeHbka i Kpyrna, 6yna BuciyeHa Yy ckeni Ta
OCBIT/IIOBaNacs TUM Xe nyabCy4ynm 6innm cameom. Y LeHTpi ii FopaoH
nobaume Kinbka npegMeTiB, Ha AKi [>kan ApH AMBUBCA Tak NOBOXHO.

PynHiBHMK! 36p0osi HACTiNbKK Xax/nBa, WO 3a ABi TUCAYI pOKiB
noro cuny 6yna po3s’si3aHo nuvwe oanH pas!

«Ane wo ue?!» — 36eHTexXeHO noaymas fOpAoOH.

Lle 6ynn ABaHaauUATb BEIMKUX KOHYCIB 3 TbMSAHO-Ciporo metany,
KOXEH J0BXMHOW ¢yTiB 10—12. Ix BepwmnHu 6ynn ysiHuaHi 6e3niuyto
KPUXITHUX  KpuUwTaneBuX KyJbOK, BiA OCHOBU HAKUX MWK
Pi3HOKONbOPOBI APOTU, WO 3HMKANU Yy KOHycax. TaMm, ycepeauviHi,
XOBa/IMCsl CMEPTOHOCHI pe3ysibTaTu HEeWMOBIPHMX HAYKOBWX 3HaHb.
KpiM Baxknx ckob ana MoHTaxy, TyT 6yB we rpoMizgkmm KybiuHumn
arnapart 3 NaHesno NoKaX4yunkis.

— BiH cnoxwuBae CTiNbKW eHeprii, wWo wWoro noTpibHO
BCTAHOBJ/IOBATU TiflbkM Ha 60MoOBOMY Kopabni,— 3aayMnmMBO CKa3as
Oxan ApH.— Ak woano «ETHe», ska poctaBunia tebe? Ym gaayTthb ii
MalWHWN OOCUTb eHeprii? fopaAoH noayMas.

— MabyTb Tak. Ane 60tocs, WO UMM aoBeaAeTbCs 3anHATUCS TObi.

>xan ApH 6yB 34MBOBaHUN.

— Ane, 3apTe, TM HaNPO3YMHILWLINNA Yy HaWiN ciMT. I TM 3Ha€ewW npo
PynHiBHMKa 6inblie, Hix 5!

— botca, wo Hi. Po3yMiew, s 6arato 4doro 3abys. [Ixan
HeAOBIp/IMBO MOrNSHYB Ha HbOrO.

— 3abys npo PynHiBHMKa! Tu xapTyew! Take He 3abyBatoTb!
Bce ue BnpoBaAXeHO Yy Hall MO30K 3 TOro AHA, K Hac Bneplie
npueenu coau, wob HanawTysBaTu XBUAKO HA Hawi Tina!
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Xsunw? LWo uye Take? lopaoH 3HOBY Big4vyB cebe Ha Mexi
BUKPUTTA | NOCMNILHO CKa3aB.:

— [xan, a »x po3nosigas Tob6i, wo LWopp KaH aTtakyBaB MiW
MO30K, Wo6 Ai3HaTUCA TaEMHUUI PynHiBHMKA. BiH He 3Mir, ane Moe€
BO/bOBe 3ycunns 3abyTm Te, WO BiH He NOBWMHEH 6yB Ai3HaTUCH,
AINCHO CTepso AeLwo y nam’sTi.

[MosscCHeHHSs, 34aBanocs, 3a40BoSIbHUAO0 IXan ApHa.

— OH BOHO Wwo! MmncneHHnn wok! Ane T1, 3BiCHO, He 3abyB camy
npupoay TaEMHuUI? Lle HeMoXxinBo 3abyTu.

— 3BWYAWHO, nNnam’sTalo,— nocniwHo BianosiB opaoH. [xan
noBiB NOro ynepea.

— Hy, TyT yce noBepHeTbcss A0 Tebe. Ocb ue — ckobu ang
YCTAaHOBKM KOHYCIiB Ha HoOCi. KonbopoBi ApOTK BeAYyTb A0 KJ/IEM TOr0 X
KONbOpYy Ha naHeni ynpasfiHHA, a ApOTW BiAg TpaHcdopMmaTopiB —
NpAMO A0 reHepaTtopiB.— BiH BKka3aB Ha iHCTpyMeHTU.— BOHU AatoTh
TOYHI KOOpAMHATK UiNi y npocTopi. Bigaayy KoHyciB NOTpibHO, 3BiCHO,
CTpOro BigperyntoBaTu.

[Mokun BiH po3noBigas, [OpAOH NoYyas 340rafyBaTuUCS, LLO KOHYCH
NOBUHHI BUCTPINNTN AKYCb HaAeHeprito y obpaHy AiNsiHKY NpoCTopy.
Ane gaky? LUWlo craHeTbCcA 3 NpOCTOPOM i npeaMeTaMu, 4Ki TaM
ONMUHATBLCA? BiH He HaBaXuBCcsa cnutatu npo ue. [Oxan ApH
3aKiH4YyBaB CBOI MOACHEHH4.

— ...0TXe, paloH MilWeHi NMOBUHEH 3HaXOAUTUCS He bauxde
AecaTu napcekis Big kKopabns, iHakwe Bigaada B6’e i Tebe. HeBxe i
Ternep TU He naM’ataew, 3apTe?! fopAOH NOCNIWHO KUBHYB.

— 3BMYanHo. Ane BCe X 9 paauin, Lo KepyBaTn HUM byaew Tu.
Ha o6nunudi [>xan ApHa 3HOBY BiAbuBcA Bigyawn.

— bor cBigok, 9 He xo4y uboro! BiH nexaB TyT TUCAYi POKIB.—
I BKazaB Ha HamnMWc Ha NPOTUNEXHIN CTiHi. [OpAOH Brepuwe 3BepHYB
Ha Hboro ysary. lpountas: «MoOiM HalwaakaMm, sKi byayTb 36epiratu
TaEMHuMU PynHiBHUKA, BIAKPUTY MHOK, BpeHH BipoM. [lJoTpuMynTech
mMoro 3asiTy! Hikonu He 3actocoBynte PyWHIBHUK 3apaaun ApibHOoI
ocobuctoi Bnagn! Ckopucrtamtecsas HMM nuwe ToAi, Konu ceoboaa

FanakTukmn 6yae nig 3arpo3ot! bo cuna, sky Bu 36epiraere, Moxe
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3HUWNTKU BClO [anakTtuky. LULe — p[OeMoH, HacCTiNbKM TUTAHIYHO
CUNIbHUW, WO, SIKWO WMOro 3BiSIbHUTU, BU He 3MOXETe CKyBaTW MOro
3HOBY. He 6epiTb Ha cebe HaCTINbKW CTPAWHOro PpU3NKY, KpiM
BMMaAKy, KoM MoBa nae npo csoboay i XUTTS NoAeN Y BCbOMY
BcecBiTil»

fonoc Oxan ApHa 6yB YpOUNCTUM:

— 3apTe, Konn Mu 3 Toboto bynu xnonymnkamm i 6aTbKo BnepLue
npuBiB Hac coau, Wwob HanawTyBaTWU XBWAKD, MU i HE AyManu, WO
HacTaHe 4ac, KOJIn HaM AoBeAeTbCHA 3aCToCyBaTu Te, WO TaK AOBro
3bepiranoca TyT! 3apa3 xuTtTta i cBoboaa BCiX noaen BcecBiTy y
Hebe3neui. AKwWo BCce iHWe 6e3cune y 6opoTbbi 3 Lopp KaHoMm, mu
ninemo Ha LE!

fopaoHa Bpa3uno nonepepxeHHs bpeHH bipa. Lle 6yB ronoc
CaMoi CMepTi, WO Npo3By4YaB Yy Ui MOBYA3HOI KiMHaTI.

[>kan noBepHyBCA i NnogaBcsa reTtb. BiH 3a4unHMB aBepi, i flopaoH
3HOBY 34MBYBaBCS. Hi 3aMKiB, Hi CTOpPOXi...

BoHW nponwnn AoBrun csaoumMn Kopuaop i sunwnm Ao 6inbL
M’AKOr0 >XOBTOro CBiTNa.

— Mwn BCTaHOBMMO Moro Ha «ETHe» 3aBTpa BpaHLUi,— roBopuB
Oxan ApH.— I MM nNokaXxemMo Moc/iaHUAM 30pAHUX KOPOJiBCTB...

— BW HIKOJI HIMOIO HE NMOKAXETE HUM, O>XXKAJT APH!

3-Mig cnipanbHUX CXOA4iB BUCKOYMB YOJIOBIK 3 aTOMHUM
MiCTO/IEeTOM.

— OpT1 boamep! — ckpukHyB lOpAOH.— Bu BeCb 4ac xoBanucs y
nanauwi?

Xyae cipe o6nnuyga OpT boamepa ckpuBuna HepBOBa YCMillKa.

— Tak, 3apT,— npockpunis BiH.— A 3HaB, WO rpy CKiHYeHOo,
Konn nobaume TepH Enbapena nia sBapToro. { He Mir 3anmwnTr nanadu.
MeHe 6 HeranHo cxonunun. I g cxosascs TyT! H yekaB Ha Bac, [xan
ApH! A yekaB Ha Bac! Oui y [>xana 3anananmu.

— UWo BM xoueTe uuM BUrpaTn?

— [ly>ke npocTto,— BignoBsiB boamep.— A 3Hato, WO 3arnHy. Tox,
4 Bi3bMy i BALUE XWUTTH, AKWO BU HE MOXaniaim MoeE!
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BiH niactynuB 6nwuxde, i NopaoH nobaume 6e3ymMCcTBO Yy MOro
nasarumx oyax.

— Bun He nopywunTe cBOro cnosa, sonogapto. ObiusanTe, Wo meHe
byane nomunysaHo, i 9 He B6’to BAC 3apas!

— [kan, noroa)xymncsa! — BurykHys opaoH.— BiH He BapTumn
TBOro Xutrt4a! J>xan ApH NO4YepBOHIB Bi4 JHOTI.

— S BXe BiaNycTmMB oAHOro 3paaHukal.. Tiel x muTi nictonet OpT
Boamepa suctpinue. Kyna sagapuna [xana ApHa y nsede i BubyxHyna
TaM, Ko NopAoH KMHYBCSA Ha 3pafHuKa.

— boxeBinbHUn B6MBUSA! — nOTO 3akpuyaB [OpAOH,
HamMararumMcb BUpBaATK NICTONET 3 MOro PyKMW.

Ha MuTb 34an0cCH, WO y XyA0oro pagHuKa 3’aBusaca Hagnoacbka
cuna. ObuaBa BOHU 3axXmUTannUCA, BNasaum i NOKOTUNNCA Y ACKpaBo-bine
CSAMBO KOpMAopY.

I pantom OpT BogMep 3akpuyas! Lle 6yB KpUK NeKesibHOI MYKMH,
i fopaoH Big4yB, WO TiNIO NMPOTUBHWKA panTOM OrMAHO OBM’SK/IO Y
NOro pykax.

— XBunga! — npoxpunis bogmep, ckopumBWwMUCh Y 6inoMy camBi.

flopaoH nobaumB, sk obnnyua i Bce Tino Bopora panToM
MOYOpPHINO i po3cmnanocd. Ha nianosi nexana Kyrnka noneny.

HacTinbku CTpawHoOo | TAEMHKMYOK 6yna us panTtoBa CMepTb, WO
fopaoH 6yB npuronoMweHunin. MNMoTiMm BiH panToM 3po3yMiB BCe.

Mynbcytoue camBo y Kopuaopi i y Kamepi PynHiBHuka 6yno Tieto
XBUNew, npo saky roeopus [Ixan ApH! Lle 6yno He CBIiTNO, a CTpalHa,
PpYMHIBHa CwuMa, HasawToBaHa HA 4YacToTU NEeBHWUX JIIOACBKUX
opraHiamie Tak, Wwo6 3HUWUTKU Byab-KOro, KpiMm obpaHux 36epiradvis
BEJSINKOI TAEMHULL.

TOX He AMBHO, WO AN OXOPOHWU PyMHIBHMKA He noTpibHO 6yno
Hi 3aMKiB, Hi BapTu! HiXTo He Mir 4o HbOro HabnnsnTuca, Kpim xan
ApHa i TopaoHa. Hi, He [OxoHa [opaoHa! Apxe xBuna 6yna
HanawToBaHa Ha @i3nyHy obonoHky 3apt ApHa! lopaoH Bubir 3
LbOro Xax/IMBOro CBiT/1a A0 CXOAiB i CXUIMBCA Had PO3MNpPOCTEPTUM
TinoMm xan ApHa.

— [xan!..
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Ha nneui i 6oui Oxan ApHa 3dsna cTpawHa, 3 obnaneHumun
KpadMu paHa. Ane BiH LWe AuXaB, LWe XuB. [opA0OH KMHYBCS A0 CXOLiB
| KPUKHYB:

— Ciogun! IMnepaTtopa nopaHeHo!

Congatun, odiuepun, YMHOBHUKK 3b6iranmn cxopgamu. Oxan ApH
cnabo NOBOPYXHYBCSH i pO3MNaOLWMB Oui.

— boamep... BMHEH y 3amaxy...— npowenoTiB BiH.— 3apT
300pOBUN?

— S XuBUN, a BiH MepTBUN,— XPUMNKO BiANOBIB [OpAOH.

3a rognHy 3 BHYTPIWHbBOI KiMHATK, Kyau 3abpanun xan ApHa,
BMMLIOB flikap.

— IMnepaTop 6yae xutn! — 3aaBuB BiH.— Anle Ansa oAy>XaHHS
3Ha#obnATbCA TWXHI.— I gomaB TpUMBOXHO: — BiH xoue 6auunTtun
npuHUa 3apTa.

fopaoH, pa3oMm 3 JliaHHO | 30poto, YBIMLWOB A0 BENNKOI, MULLHOI
crnanbHi. [PKOH HaxXuUnMBCA [0 NiXKKa, Ha SKOMY JfiexaB iMnepaTop.
>xan ApH npoLlenoTiB:

— BHeciTb cTepeonepenaBayd. I HakaxXiTb BKAOYUTM MOro Ansd
nepegadi no Bcin Imnepii.

— [xan, nobepexun cebe! — 3anpotectyBaB [0opAoH.— Twu
MOXeLU OroJIoCUTM NPO MOE BUMNMpaBAaHHS AK-Hebyab iHakwe!

— 5 X04y Oron0CUTU He TiNbKKU ue,— npowenoTiB [Ixan ApH. —
3apT, xiba TM He po3yMiew, WO o3Hayae Mo xBopoba. Came 3apas,
konu LWopp KaH 3aBiB BcecBiT Ha MeXy Kpusun?

MocniwHo BHecnu cTepeonepepaBay. Woro auck  6yB
BCTAHOBAEHUN Tak, Wo6 3axonutn nikko [Oxan ApHa, [opaoHa,
JliaHHY i 30HY HABKOJI0 Hel.

[J>xxan ApH Ba)xkKo niasiscs, noro 6nige ob6nnyyusa 3sepHynocs Ao
ANCKY :

— Hapoagu IMnepii! — Xpunko 3aroBopuvB BiH.— 3pafHUKK, AKi
BObWnm moro 6aTtbka, XoTinnm ybuTn i MeHe, ane ue iM He Baasnocs. YeH
Kopbyno i Opt boamep — ocb BOXAi 3MoBU! HEBUHHICTL MOro 6paTa
3apT ApHa NOBHICTIO AO0BeAeHa, | MOro NOBEPHYTO A0 KOPONiBCbKOro

AoMy. OCKinbkKM MeHe nopaHeHo, TO 4 npu3Hadat 3apT ApHa
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pereHToM A0 MOro oayxaHHs. LLlo 6 He cTtanocs, 6yabTe BipHUMK 3apT
ApHY AK BOXAK Hawol Imnepii.

bypAa Haa TpooHOM

Y 'opaoHa MMMOBOJ BUPBABCSA BUryK Big4alo:

— Hi, Oxane! A He MOXY NpUWUHATU BflaAy HaBiTb HA KOPOTKUI
yac!

Ane [Oxan ApH BXe nogdaB 3HaK TexHikaMm. BoHu wBMAKO
BUMKHYM Nepefasad i 3abpanu noro.

MoTiMm BiH noBepHyB [0 [opaoHa MepTBO-6nige obanuua i
MpoLwenoTiB:

— 3apTe, T NOBUHEH 3aMiHUTK MeHe. Y uen rpisHuin 4ac, Konu
TiHb XMapun NpoCcTAarHynacsa yepes BCto lanaktuky, IMnepito He MOXHa
3anuwaTtn 6e3 soXxad. 3opa nigTpuMana 4osioBika:

— Bun 6paT kopons. I Tinbkn BU 0AMH MOXETe BMMaraTu BipHOCTI
BiJ BCiX.

Y lNopaoHa Hapogunacsa boxeBinbHa AyMKa: 3apas, came 3apas
PO3KPUTU CBOK TAEMHULIIO, HA BECb MOJI0C 3a9BUTHU, LWLO BiH He 3apT,
a CaMo3BaHelUb 3 JasieKOoro MMHYNoro 3eMni.

Ane Tenep 3pobuTn LUbOro He MoxHa! Lle obesrnaesntb IMnepito,
BHece CMYTYy B HapoA i COK3HWKIB. I Toai BOHM HeramHoO CTaHyTb
XXepTBaMn XMapu.

Ane, 3 iHWoro 60Ky, K BiH MOXe NpaBuTKn, SKWO TaK Masio 3HAE
npo uen BcecBiT? I HEMOXNMBO BTIKTU Ha 3eMnio, wWob 3B’sg3aTnCA 3
crpaBXHim 3apT ApHoM!..

— Tebe oronoweHo pereHToM IMnepii. Tenep HiYOro He MOXHa
BUNpaBuTu,— cnabo npowenoTiB [xan ApH.

Cepue TlopooHa cTucnocsa Big BiguyTTa 6e3Mexxks Bfaau,
6e300HHOI rMbnHM BiANOBIAANBbHOCTI 3@ BeCb Len cBiT. [N HbOro
6yB BiAKPUTUN TiNbKN OANH WNAX. BiH NOBUHEH NPUNHATU PErEHTCTBO
I Tepnngye yekatu TOI MUTI, KONIM 3MOXE BUCIU3HYTU Ha 3eMNIo |
MOBEPHYTU CHOAMN CNpaBXHbOro 3apT ApHa, CNpaBXHbLOrMo BOJSIOAAPSA
LUbOro CBiTY.
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— 4 3pobnto BCe, WO 3MOXY...— NpobypmoTiB NopaoH.— Ane
AKWO A 3p06s1t0 NOMUIIKY...

— He 3pobuw,— npowenoTis Oxan ApH.— S posipsatocb To6i,
3aprT.

BiH BiAKMHYBCA Ha noAywky 3 rpuMacoto 600 Ha obnuuui.
Jlikapi nonpocunn BCiX BUNTU 3 KiMHATU:

— IMnepaTop He NoBMHEH binblue BTOMOBATUCS, iHAKLWe MU He
BiZANOBIAAEMO 3a HACIAKMN.

JliaHHa 6yna nopydy 3 opaoHoM. Bce we He oroBTaBLWKUCbL Bif
MOTPACIHHSA, BiH 3annTaB:

— JliaHHO, ane sK 9 3MOXY 3aMHATM Micue [kana i BuMaratum
BIpHOCTI Bi4 30pSAHUX KOPONiB?

— YoMy 6 Hi? — cnanaxHyna BOoHa.— Xiba BM He cuH ApH
Abbaca?

BiH XOTiB KpUKHYTU Tenep i, Wo ue He TakK, Wwo BiH nuwe [O>XXOoH
fopaoH 3i cTtapoi 3eMni, Wwo BiH abCONOTHO He NpuaaTHUI AN Takoi
poni. Ane BiH He Mir. BiH Bce We 6yB y NnaByTUHI, 9ka obniyTana noro
3 Neplworo MOMEHTY, KO/ — §K AaBHO ue 6byno! — BiH 3apaau
Npuroa yknas CBin aorosip 3 3apT ApHOM.

JliaHHa BflAAHO MaxHyna PyKOK YMHOBHWKAM, SIKi CTOBMWUINCA
HaBKOJO.

— MpuHL cToMneHnn! 3adekanTe A0 3aBTpal

fopaoH AincHo BigyyBaB cebe n'ssHUM Big BTOMWU. HOrMM y HbOro
nigrMHanuncs, Konu BiH MWwoB 3 JliaHHOK A0 CBOIX anapTaMeHTiB. Tam
BOHa monpolLulasiaca 3 HUM:

— CnpobyunTe 3acHyTh, 3apT. 3aBTpa Ha Bawi nsedi nsxe BCS
TSXKKICTb IMnepil.

fOpAOH AyMaB, WO He 3MOXe 3aCHYTU, asie He BCTUT NIArTn, sK
NOro OXOMWB Ba>XKWUN COH.

MPOKMHYBLWMNCb HACTYMHOrO0 paHKy, BiH nobaume 6ina cBoro
nixkky Xenn beppena. BUCOKMW aHTapieub AMBMBCS Ha HbOro Aello
Hepiwy4ye.

— lNpunHueca JliaHHa NPOMNOHYE MeHe BaM Yy NOMIYHUKU, NpUHLE.
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FopaoH 3paais. oMy noTpibeH 6yB XTOCb, KOMY BiH Mir 6u
AOBIpUTUCS, a UuUen BigBaXXHUM, NpPSAMUN  KaniTaH AyXe WNoMy
nogobascs.

— Xenn, ue npekpacHa ayMmka! Bu 3HaeTe, WO 9 HiKONW He
rotyBaBcd npasuTn. I 9 He 3HAK, S9K KOPUCTYBaTUCHA BJliagolo.
AHTapieLb NOXNUTaB roJioBolo.

— MeHi HenpMeMHO roBOpuUTW BaM, ane noAil po3BMBAKOTLCS
CTpiMKO. BaM noTpibHo BupiwyBaTu. MNocnaHui niBAe€HHUX KOPONIBCTB
3HOBY NpPOCATb ayAaieHuil. Biue-agMipan [ipoH ABiYi BUXOAMB Ha
3B’A30K.

— Xenn, lNpoH xopowunin ogiuep?

— OAuH 3 HanKpalwmx,— WBKNAKO BiANOBIB aHTapieub.— CTapumn
CcnyXaka, NnpeKpacHWn cTpaTer.

— Toai,— ckazas 'OpAOH,— MW AOBIpMMO MOMY KOMaHAYyBaHHS
dnoToM. 4 3apa3 nosigoOMMIO NpO Le.

Momy posenocst B3aTu cebe B pyku, Wo6 CMOKIAHO WTK 3i CBOIM
HOBWM MOMIYHMKOM, BiAMNOBIAATN HA MOKJ/IOHMN.

Y ManeHbkoMy KabiHeTi, HepBOBOMY LEHTpi ypsaay IMnepii, BiH
nobaume Ty LLlana Ta iHWKXX NOCAIB, AKi YeKann Ha HbOro.

— [lpunHLY 3apT, BCi HawWi KOpONiBCTBA BUC/OB/IIOKTL Xajib 3
npuBoay HaxabHoro 3aMaxy Ha Baworo bparta,— ckKasaB MOCAaHHUK
MonsapHoi.— Ane ue He 3aBaanTb BaM NpOAEMOHCTPYBaTU PYMHIBHUK,
K 6yno obymoBeHo!

flopooH 6yB BpaxeHun. Y BUMXOpPi noain BiH 3abyB nNpo Uk
0b6iusiHKYy. BiH cnpobyBaB yXunuTucs Bia BiANoBiAi:

— Sk BaM BigoOMO, Moro 6paTa Ba)XKo nopaHeHo. BiH Nokn He B
cunax BMKOHATKU CBOK 06iuaHKY. Mocon NepKyneca WBUAKO CKa3as:

— Ane, npuHUE, BU TeX 3HAETe, $K KOPUCTyBaTUCH
PYMHIBHUKOM.,

fopaoH y po3nadi aymaB, WO He 3Ha€E Higknx noapobuub
PynHiBHuka! BiH nouyB gewo Big [>xan ApHa nNpo Te, sIK Npauloe
anapar, ane BCe LUe He YSBISB, WO caMe MoXe 3pobuTn usa TaEMHUYA,
CTpalwHa cuna.
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— Y MeHe 6e3niu cnpas K y pereHta IMnepii. MeHi, MOXNnNBO,
AoBefeTbCa BiAKAACTUM Ue Ha sSKuMucb 4yac... Obnunuuga Ty LWana
MOTEMHINO.

— MMpuHue, ue HeMmoXMBO! AKWO BM He NMepeKOoHaETe Hac, ue
NOCUNNTb apryMeHTun TUX, XTO rOBOPUTb, WO PYMHIBHWUK HAATO
MNOTY>XHUW ONSA BUKOPUCTAHHSA. Lle BigipBe TMX, XTO Baraetbcs, BiA
IMmnepii.

lopooH BigyyB cebe y nactui. BiH He MoXe A03BOAUTU
COo3HMKaM Bigkonotuca Big IMmnepii. I... He MoXxe KepyBaTu
PynHiBHMKOM. BiH Moxe aisHaTucsa b6inbwe Big Axan ApHa! I TBepao,
pillyye 3a8BUB:

— [leMoHcTpaduito 6yae nposeaeHo skomora weuale! Lle Bce wo
1 MOXY CKa3aTu.

Lle He 3a40B0OJIbHU0 CTPUBOXEHUX nocni.. BoHu
nepesnpHynmcs.

— 4 ponosiM 6apoHaM,— cKas3aB KpyrioBuauMm MNOCNAaHHUK
epkyneca. PewTa TeXX BKJIOHUUCA | BUMLLN.

— Biue-aagmipan NpoH Ha cTtepeo! — [lonosiB Xenn beppen.

3a CeKyHAY Ha CcTepeonnacTuHi 3’9BUIOCA 306pa>KeHHS
KoMaHaopa. NopaoH nobauuns, WO BeIMYE3HUN LeHTaBpieyb rnmboko
cTypboBaHuMN.

— MpuHLY 3apT, 94 Xo4y cno4aTKy MPOACHUTU, YUM 3anulaca 4
KoMaHAOpOM (noTy abo XX NOBMHEH YeKaTu Ha HOBOro KoMaHaopa?

— Bac npu3HayeHo agMipanoMm,— WBUAKO BiANoBiB [OpAOH.

— [dKkyto, npuHue. Ane gKWo 9 KoMaHayw ¢AoToMm, TO
CTAHOBULLE A0CArN0 TaKoi TOYKM, KOAM MeHi MOTpibHI MNoniTU4YHI
BiAOMOCTIi, Ha AKMX 4 3MOXY 3aCHOBYBATM CBOI MJaHMW.

— LLlo BM xoueTe ckazaTtn? Npo SK1Ui cTaH roeopute? — 3anuntas
[OpAoOH.

— Haw papap nanbHbOI Ail BUSBUB BeIUKI nepecyBaHHS QioTy
BCepeauHi XMapu,— 6yna pi3ka Bignosigb.— He MeHLWwe 4OoTUPbOX
MOTY>XHUX apMaj 3aauwmnun cBoi 6a3un i KpencytoTb 6ina niBHIYHUX
KOpAOHIB XMapu, He nepeTuHaruun ix. Min BUCHOBOK Takun: Jlira

TemHux CBiTiB 3agymMana HecrnoAiBaHy aTakKy LWOHaMMeHLWe Yy ABOX
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HanpsaMKax. 3 ornaay Ha TakKy MOXJIMBICTb S MOBUHEH HEramHo AaTu
IHCTPYKUIT CBOEMY (pNOTY.

BiH noka3aB 3HaMoMy BXe cTtepeokapTy Nanaktukm 3 ii 30HamMu
6nakuTHOro cBeitTna, ski 3o06paxann CepeaHbo-lanaktnyHy IMnepito
Ta 30psAHi KOponiBCTBA.

— 5 po3TawyBaB CBOI FONOBHI CWUAIM MO NiHIl MK Purenem i
TyMaHHicTiO OpioHa; KOXHa 3 TpbOX AWUBI3iN aBTOHOMHA, Ma€E CBOI
6onosi kopabni, kpencepun, «nNpuBuan>»> i po3BiAHWUKN. KOHTUHIEHT
doManbrayta BK/AKYEHO Y nepuwy AuBisito. Takum 6yB Halw
3aszpanerigb obymosneHunnm nnaH obopoHu, ane BiH 3aCHOBAHWUW Ha
TOMY, Wo dpIoTK KoponiscTBa lMonspHoi i Nepkyneca NpoTUAISTUMYTb
6yab-sKin cnpobi HanacTu Ha HUX. BiH CNMpPAETbCA TaKOX Ha Te, WO
dnotn Nipun, Jlebensa i Kaccionei HeranHo NpuMeaHaKOTbCa A0 HAcC 3a
curHanom «lotoBo». Ane 4Mm TroToBi BOHM BWKOHATU CBOI
3060B’s13aHHA? A MOBUHEH 3HATW HACTPOI CO3HUX KOPONIBCTB, NepLu
HiX BigAaBaTW HaKa3wu.

fOpAOH YCBIAOMMB XaxX/INBY BaX/IMBICTb NpobneMun, ska rnocrana
nepesn agMmipasnom.

— Y BM BXe Hajicnann CuUrHasa roTOBHOCTI COH3HUM
KOpOJ1iBCTBAM? — 3anuTas BiH.

— S B3g9B Ha cebe U BiANOBIAANbHICTL ABi roAWHU TOMY, 3
ornsay Ha TPUBOXHI MaHeBpu @dnoty Jlirm,— KOpOTKO BiAMnoBiB
[ipoH.— lMokun Bignosiai Bi4 KOPONiBCTB HEMAE.

fOpAOoH 3iCTaBMB Le 3 HanoserMMBuMMmM NPOXaHHAMU MOCAIB.

— [JanTte ™MeHi we poby, aamipane. A cnpobyio 3a uen 4ac
oTpuMaTK NIATBEPAXKEHHA BiA YCiX HaWMUX COH3HUKIB.

— Ane Hauwi no3uuii Bpa3nuei,— Bignosie aaMmipan.— loku Mu
He 6yaneMO BMNEBHEHi Yy BiPHOCTI COH3HWKIB, 1 MPOMOHYK 3iIMKHYTU
rofIOBHI cunM Ha 3axia Big Pirens y noTyXHWM Kynak, wob
NPOTUCTOATN bOyab-sKin cnpobi nNpocyHyTuca 4epe3 [epkynec i
[MonapHy. lOpAOH KOPOTKO KUBHYB.

— PiweHHa 3a Bamun. A BunAy Ha 3B’SA130K, SK TiNIbKK 3'SBMASATbLCS
MO3UTUBHI HOBUHMN.
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3o06paxeHHa agMipana BigcantoTyBano i 3HMKI0. Xenn beppen
CTPMMAHO 3ayBaXWuB:

— [llpunHue, BUM He MoxeTe O6yTUM BMEBHEHWMM Yy BiPHOCTI
KOpPONIBCTB, AOKN He aoBejeTe M, Lo BOSIoAIETe CMo0 PynHiBHUKA!

— 3Hat. A HeraHo nay po 6pata. CnogiBatocsi, y HbOro
BMCTAUYNTb CUJ1 MOrOBOPUTU 3i MHOIO.

JlikapiB cTpuBoXxuno 6axaHHs [opaoHa 3ycTpituca 3 [Ikan
ApHOM.

— [puHLY 3apT, BiH Yy LWUTYYHOMY CHi i HE MOXe roBOPUTU Hi 3
KUM. Lle BTOMUTb NOro...

— A noBmHeH 6aunTn noro! — TBEpAO 3aaBmB NopaoH.— Bia ui€i
pO3MOBU 3anexuTb gonga IMnepii. Jlikapi 3ganuca:

— Mu MOXeMO0 A03BO/INTU He Binblue N'aTn XBUMIUH.

fopaoH cxunuecsa Hag Oxan ApHoM. Ton BiAKpUB KanaMyTHi oui
| He Bigpa3y 3po3yMiB, WO OpAOH BMMArae€ Big HbOro.

— [Ixan, T noBnHeH cnpobyBaTn 3po3yMiTKU MeHe i BignosicTu!
MeHi noTpibHO Ai3HaTucs 6inbwe npo poboTy PynHiBHMKA. Tu
nam’ataew, a9 rosopus 106i, wWo LWopp KaH 3MycmB MeHe 6arato wWo
3abyTtn. [xan ApH 3awlenoTiB:

— [uBHO, BiH 3MycuB Tebe 3abyTn HaBiTb ue! S BBaxas, WO
HiIXTO 3 HaAc He 3abyae HiYoro, oCKinbKM BCi noapobuui 6ynn «BLWNTI»
e y AUTUHCTBI.— Moro weniTt ctaB Tuxwe.— Tu 3rajacll Bce, KOu
6yne notpibHo, 3apTe. CnIoBi KOHYCKM MOHTYIHOTbCS Ha HOCI Kopabns
n'arngecatudyTosnMm Kpyrom, kabeni Big TpaHcdopmaTopa nayTb A0
KJSIEM TOrO XX KONbOpY...

LLleniT cTaB TaknM cnabkum, wo MopaoHy AOBENOCS CXWUINTUCS
Ao noro ob6nunyus.

— BcTtaHoBM papapoM TOYHMM HaMpPsIMOK Ha UEHTp uini.
YpiBHOBax pob0Ty KOHYCiB 3a BMMiptoBa4YaMun. BMuKan, Tinbku Konum
BCi WiCTb nap 6yayTb BPiBHOBAXEHI...

fonoc cnabwas i cnabwas, noku rybu [kan ApHa He 3iMKHYINCS
| O4i He 3aKpununcs.

— bpaTte, He nan Big meHe! MeHi NoTpibHO 3HaTK GinbLue!

Ane [>xan 3aHYpUBCSH Y Ba>XKNUN HAPKOTUYHUA COH.
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fopAOH noayMKu noBTopuB nodyTe. [lpoueaypa pobotun 3
PynHiBHMKOM 6yna 3po3ymina. Ane uboro 6yno HegoctaTHbO. Lle Bce
0AHO, Haye faTn AUKYHY MICTOMET i NoKasaTn, 9K HAaTUCKATb KYPOK.
Town MoXe noBepHYTU AyNno Ha cebe abo B6UTK gpyra...

«Ane s xo4ya 6 nokaxy PyWHiBHMKa nocnam,— BUPILLUB
[opaoH.— MoXxnmBo, Lboro 6yae AOCTaTHLO».

BiH cnyctmueca 3 Xenn beppenoM Ha HUXHIN apyc nanauy, ae
3Haxoaunacsa Kamepa PynHiBHuKa.

AHTapieub He Mir yBiMTM [0 KOpuaopy 3 YyOBMBUOK XBUJIELD.
fOpAOH NiWOB i BUHIC N0 Yep3i CKObU 4519 MOHTaXy CUIOBUX KOHYCIB.
Xenn beppen 3 )XaxoM AMBUBCSA HaABITb Ha Ui NPOCTi geTani.

[Mig3eMHO0 AOpPOrod BOHM MOCAIWWMAN OO0 KOCMOMOPTY, SIKUN
nepebyBaB 3a MexaMu TpooHa. Banb MapnaHH i noro nwoan vyekanu
6inga BenMKOro noxmyporo kopnycy <«ETHe». [opAoH nepeaasB M
ckobu.

— Ix noTpibHO BCTaHOBUTU Ha Hoci «ETHe» Tak, LWO6 BOHU
YyTBOPWUN KOMO AiaMeTpOM piBHO Y n'ataecaTt ¢yTiB. MNogbante Takox
npo Te, wWob ix 6yno nia’€gHaHO HaNeXHWM YUYMHOM A0 rOJIOBHUX
reHepaTopie. CMarnsase o6nnyuga Banb MapnaHHa Hanpy»Xuiocs.

— Bwn xouete 3actocyBatu PYMHIBHUK 3 <«ETHe», npuHLU? —
36yaXXeHO BUTYKHYB BiH. TOpAOH KMBHYB.

— Hexan Bawi TeXHIKN HEranHO NOYHYTb YCTAHOBKY CKOO.

BiH BkNtounB cTtepeo kopabng, wob suknmnkaTtn Ty LWana, nocna
MondapHol.

— Ak 6aunTe, MM roTYEMOCS NPOAEMOHCTPYBATU PynHiBHUKaA. Lle
BinbyaerbCss y HaMKOpPOTWWMA TepMiH,— CKa3aB BiH MOCAAHHUKY 3
HarpaHoK BMNEBHEHICTD. 3beHTexeHe o6nmyua Ty LUWana He
MPOACHINoO.

— Lle HeobxigHO 3p0obuTK AkHanwsmawe, npuHue! Bci ctonuui
FanakTnkn rnnboko cTtypboBaHi YyTkaMu Nnpo maHeBpwu oty Xmapu!

BiH HeMoB BiguyBaB, wWo [opaoH Bupiwme o06iNTUCSA
HaniB3axo4aMu.

Konn Hactana Hi4y, Hag nanauoMm TpooHa 3arapyaB rpim 3

rpo30BOI XMapu, WO HacyBanacsa 3 Mops. 3i CBOEI KiMHaTW [opAoH
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nobaume dioneToBi cnanaxm 6MCKaBKU, SIKi 3/1I0BICHO BUCBITIIOBaNun
rpsay KpuwTtanesux rip. JliaHHa 4ekana Ha Hboro. BoHa 6yna
CXBWJIbOBaHa.

— 3apTe, CKpi3b WMPATLCA YyTKM Npo 6nm3bkuin Hanapg Jlirun.
OCb-0Cb NOYHETbLCH BiNHa.

— Wopp KaH moxe 6nedyBaTtn,— Tyno BiANoBiB BiH.— Hexan 6un
Ti/IbKN BCE NpOTpUMasnocs, NoKwu...

BiH Mano He nporoBopuBCA... «[1okn 4 He nonedvy Ha 3eMNo | He
obMiHgtoCca Tinamm 3 3apT ApHOM, LWo6 BiH NOBEpPHYBCS i B34B Ha cebe
L0 CTpalWHy BigNOBiAaNbHICTb»!

—... Mokn Oxan ApH He oayxae? — 3anuTtana JliaHHa. O6nnyug
I noM’aKLwWwano.— 3apTe, 4 3Hato, KOl CTpaLWHOI HAaNpyru ue BMMmarae
BiA Bac. Ane Bu gosoauTe, Wwo Bn — cuH ApH Abbaca!

— 3apT! — nponyHaB panToM A3BiHKWIN XiIHOYXUIK ronoc.

O6buasa wBMako obepHynucsa. NopaoH Bigpasy BMi3HaB YapiBHY
TEMHOBOJIOCY XiHKY, sika Bb6irna oo KiMHaTwu.

— MepH! — BUIr'yKHYB BIH.

BiH Mainxe 3abyB Npo UK XiHKY, TAEMHY APYXWUHY 3apT ApHa.
BoHa nornaHyna Ha JliaHHy, Ha obnuudi ii Bigbuecs noams, NOTIM
HeaoBipa.

— lMpuHueca TyT? A He aymana... JliaHHa cnokinHo Bignosina:

— MiXK HaMM He NOBUHHO 6YTU Hernopo3yMiHHS. d NpekpacHOo
3Hato, wo 3apT ApH Koxa€e Bac, MepH. MepH no4yepBOHiNa i ckasana
HeBMNEeBHEHO:

— A 6 He yBivwna, 9kbu 3Hana...

— Y Bac 6inbwe npasa 6yTM TyT, HiX Yy MeHe,— CMNOKINHO
3anepeyunna JliaHHa.— S nay.

fopooH 3pobuB 6yno pyx, wob yTpumaTu ii, ane BOHa BXe
BUMLWIIA 3 KiMHATMW.

MepH niginwnia i nognBunacad Ha HbOro 3HU3Yy Bropy M’AKMMMU
TEMHUMM O4YMMa.

— 3apTe, nepej TMM 8K 3aauMWwWnMTM TpOOH, TWM rOBOpPUB, LWO
6yaew iHWKWM, KON NOBepHeLlCcs, Wo Bce byae, siK i paHiwe.
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— MepH, TO6i NOTPIBHO LWe TpPOXM noyekaTu,— CKasaB BiH.—
MoTiM MiXk Hamn Bce byae, K paHiwe, obiysto Tobi!

— 4 noraHo BCe ue po3yMito,— 3HiIIKOBI/IO NpoLlenoTi/jla BOHA.—
Ane 4 paga, wo Tebe BMnNpasaaHo, WO T NnoBepHyBcS!

BoHa nosepHynach 40 ABepeli. [opAoH He yTpuMyBas ii. Mayum
DO Buxoay, MepH 3HOBY norngHyfna Ha HbOro 3 Ti€l X AWMBHOMKO
6os3KicTo. BiH 3HaB, WO AiBYMHA BigYYBAE Y HbOMY SIKYCb TAEMHULIO.

...JliaHHa, MepH, Oxan ApH i PYMHIBHUK 3aKpyX/S/IM XaoTUYHO
y NOro Mo3Ky. BiH 3acHyB.

[I>XKOH npocnaB BCbOro Kiibka roguHW, KOu noro posbyams
36yaxeHnn ronoc. Nposa Hag TpOOHOM BMOYXHY/la 3 HOBOK CUMOM.
Cninydi 6nuckaBku 6e3nepepBHO TaHUOBAAWM Hag MIiCTOM, i rpiM
FYPKOTIB HE CTUXaKun.

fopaoHa Tpsac Xenn beppen, o06nmyuga antapinya 6yno TEMHUM |
36y KEeHUM.

— [ngason 3ipBaBca 3 naHuira, NpuHU! — CKPUKHYB BiH.—
®notn XMapu nepenwnn Haw KopaoH! Bxe nayTb KpencepcbKi ayeni
3a Purenem, kopabni rmHyTb gecatkamu, a lNpoH nosigoMnsie, wo ABi
eckaapv Jlirm nonpamysanu Ao 'epkyneca.

PilLeHHA 30pAHMX KOPONiB

FanakTn4yHa BinHa! BinHa, akoi NanakTtnka Tak aosro 6osnacs,
CcMepTesibHa cyTuyka MiX IMnepieto Ta XmMapoto!

BoHa rpsHyna y TOM  Hewac/IMBUM  MOMEHT,  KOJU
BiANoBiAaNnbHICTb 3a 060poHy IMnepii nexana Ha HbOMY, [IXOHY
[opaoHy 3i cTapoi 3emni! BiH 3ickouunB 3 fixKa.

— onotn Jlirm noyte o lepkyneca? 4Ym rotoBi 6apoHu
3axuuaTnca?

— MoxnmBo, 30BCiM He cTaHyTb! — BignosiB Xenn beppen.—
LLlopp KaH roBopuTb 3 HUMM NO CTEPEO, | 3 YCiMa KOPONiBCTBAMU TeEX,
nonepeaxatumn, WO onip AapeMHun, OcKinbkn IMnepis nage. BiH
Kaxe 1M, wo [Oxan ApH 3aHaato cnabkuin, wob B3ATUCA 3a
PyMHIBHUKA, | WWO BM HE MOXETe 3aCTOoCyBaTU MOro, OCKIiIbKN BU He
BOJIOAIETE MOro TAaEMHULEID!
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Lli cnoBa 6ynn HemoB 6nmckaBka, WO ocBiTUNa 6e304HI0,—
[opAoH 3po3yMiB, YoMy LWopp KaH Hanas.

Anxe BiH €EAUHWIA 3HaB, WO opAoOH — camMo3BaHeub Y (i3NYHIN
obonoHui 3apT ApHa. BiH 3HaB, wo y opaoHa HeMa€E 3HaHb MNpo
PynHiBHUKA.

ToMy, oTpuMaBLWMK 3BICTKY Npo nopaHeHHa [xan ApHa, LWopp
KaH Bignpasus Jliry y ataky. BiH 6yB yneBHeHWI, WO 3aCTOCyBaTU
PYMHIBHUK HikOMYy. opAOH noBuHeH 6yB Bigpasy 3aoragaTtucsd, siK
BUMHUTL LLlopp KaH!

Mok NopAoOH raps4YkoBoO oasiraBcd, Xenn beppen Kpuyas nomy:

— Uen yopT i 3apa3 rosoputb 3 30pAHUMM KoponsiMu! Bu
MOBUHHI yTpuMaTH 1X 3 IMnepieto!

YMHOBHUKK, odiuepn, CXBUNbOBaAHI BICHUKU BXe HPMUINCS Y
KiMHaTi, KoXeH BuMaras yBarm [opaoHa. Xenn beppen rpyb6o
poO3LITOBXaB iX i pa3oM 3 NOpAOHOM MoM4yaB A0 KabiHEeTy, KM CTaB
HepBOBUM LeHTpoM CepeaHbo-lanaktuyHoi Imnepil.

Becb nanau, BeCb TPOOH MPOKUHYNUCSA UI€l (aTanbHOI HOMI.
Kpuyanu ronocu, cnanaxysanau BOrHi, y r[po30BOMY Hebi UyBCs rypKiT
6orosnx kopabnis.

Y kabiHeTi [opaoHa Ha MUTb NMpurosioMwunia 6esnivy BKIAKUYEHNX
Tenecrtepeo. [1Ba 3 HUX NOKa3lyBaun KaniTaHCbKi pybku Kpencepis, SKi
noyann NpuUKopAoHHi 6uten. Kopabni 3gpuranncsa Big nocTpinis, wWo
MYyanu y npocTopi, Nnanakt4yoMy Big aTOMHUX BUOYXIB.

Ane nornsa [opaoHa 3BepHYBCS Ha TowW anapat, ae 6yno
306paxeHHs Lopp KoHa. 3 HenoKpuUTOK rosIoBOK Ta CAYMMU Bif
yNeBHEHOCTI o4MMa XMapHWUK roBOpUB:

— ...0OTxe, noBTOptOtO, 6APOHM | NpaBUTENi 30PSAHNX KOPONIBCTB,
BiHa XMapu crnpsiMOBaHa He MNpoOTWM BacC, MU BOKEMO Ti/iIbKN 3
IMnepielo, 9Ka 3aHaATO AOBro nparHyna A0 TMaHyBaHHA Hag
[[@NaKTUKOK, MPUKPUBAKOYUCL C/I0BAaMU MPO MUPHE ChiBiCHYBAHHA.
Mwu, Jlira TemHunx CBIiTiB, NigHAANCA HapeLwTi NPOTU LI€El eroiCTUYHOI
eKcrnaHcil.

Hawa Jlira nponoHye koponiBctBaM Apyxby! 3anuwantecs

HelTpanbHUMKU. MU BUMaraemMo nuwe 6e3 onopy MponycTUTU Hali
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dnotn. I Bu byaete NOBHOMNpPABHUMM | PIBHOMPABHUMWU YeHaMWU
ICTUHHO AeMOKpaTU4HOI deaepaudii, Ky 6yae BCTaAaHOBAEHO nicns
Hawoi nepemMorn. 6o My nepemoxkemo! Imnepis nage! Ii cunm He
3MOXYTb BCTOATM NPOTU HaALWOI HOBOI 36poi. He 3MoXxe BpAaATyBaTH i i
XBaneHmnm PynHiBHUK. [>kan ApHa, SSKUW BOJIOAIE MOro TaEMHULELO,
nopaHeHo, a 3apT ApH He 3MOXe 3acTocyBaTu moro!

fonoc Wopp KaHa 3aa3BeHiB we 6inblwoo BNEBHEHICTHO, KO
BiH NigKpec/ntoBaB CBOK OCTAHHIO 3a4BY:

«3APT APH HE 3HAE LIbOro, OCKIJIbKWM BIH HE CMPABXHIN
3APT APH,— LUE CAMO3BAHELb, SKWUMN NPUKUOAETbA 3APT
APHOM!

Y MeHe € pokasu uboro! Xiba 4 He 3nsakascs 6um 3arposu
PynHiBHMKA, 9k6n ue byno He Tak? IMnepia He MOXe 3acToCcyBaTu UK
TaemMHuuto. OTxe, IMmnepia npupedveHa. Koponi i 6apoHu, He
NPUEAHYNTECS A0 MNPUPEYEHOi CTOPOHU | He rybiTb CBOIX BAACHUX
BOJIOAIHb!

306paxeHHs LLopp KaHa 3HMKNO 3i cCTepeo, KON BiH CKIHYMB U0
FPOMOBY 3a4BY.

— [locnoaun, Ta BiH 36o0)xeBoniB! — cKpukHyB Xenn beppen,
3BepTarouncb o NopgoHa.— Bu — e He Bu! Lle X HiceHITHUUA!

— MMpuHU 3apT! — nponyHaB CXBUIbLOBAHUM rosoc odiyepa.—
AaMipan lNpoH BUKNMKae. TepMiHOBO!

Bce we npuronomMweHunn BuknmkoMm LWopp KaHa, [opaoH
KBanJiMBO rnepemnLwosB A0 iHWOro cTepeo.

Tam BnaHiscsa aaMipan PoH lNpoH 3i cBOIMKW odiuepaMn Ha MICTKY
Kopabnsa. BennuesHun UeHTaBpiNCbKUM BeTepaH MNOBEpPHYBCH A0
[opAoOHa.

— lMpuHUe, 9K Wwoao 30pSAHUX KOPOMIBCTB? — XPUMKO 3anuTasB
BiH.— Haw pagap nokasye, Wo Benuki gnotu Jlirm sunwnm 3 XMapu
i MayTb Ha 3axig no lepkyneca i lMongapHoi. Yn 6yayTb 6apoHu i
npasuTeni 3axmMwaTncd, Ym KaniTynwtTs? Ham noTpibHo 3HaTU ue!

— Mwun pi3HaeMocsa uUe HaneBHO, AK TiNbKWM 4 3B’AXYyCa 3 IX
nocnammn,— B po3nadvi ckasas [OpaoH.— fKa cuTyauia?
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[ipoH 3po6uB WBMAKUN XecT: — Noku Wwo B 6i BCTYNUAKU TiNIbKU
Kpencepcbki 3acnoHun. Kinbka «npuBuaie» XMapu RNpoCcoYUnInCa i
BeAYyTb TOYHMN BOroHb MO HawoMmy dnoTty 6ina Pirensa, ane ue He
CYTTEBO. BaxnmBo Te, WO 9 HE HaBaXyloCcd CTAryBaTM OCHOBHI CUNKU
A0 UbOro niBaeHHoro GpoHTy: Jlira Moxe Baaputn 3 daHry Big
epkyneca. Akuwo 6apoHu i KOpoNniBCTBA HE NMPUEAHAIOTLCA A0 HAC, TO
MeHi AoBeAeTbCS BiAXoAUTM AaneKko Ha 3axia, wob npukputmn KaHonyc
Big onaHrosoro yagapy!

— He cTaryinTte ¢not sskomora gosie, NpoH!

— SKWoOo BOHM 3pagAaTb HaAc, TO Ue KiHeub,— MOXMYypO BiAMNOBIB
[ipoH.— Y Jlirm BuaABMNOCA BABIYWi binble kKopabnis, HiX s AyMmas.
BoHn Xxo4dyTb 06inTM Hac, wob Hamactm Ha KaHonyc. [opaoH
noBepHyBca A0 Xenn beppena:

— BuknunyTe nocnaHHUKIB HeranHo! Mpueeaitb ix ctoan! beppen
BMGIr 3 KiMHaTK, ane oapasy NOBEpPHYBCSH:

— [MocnaHui BXe TyT.

o kiMHaTy B6irnn Ty Wan Ta iHwi, 6nigi, cxBWUNbOBaHi 1
36yaxeHi. [OpAOH He CTaB BUTpayaTh Yac Ha eTUKeT.

— Bwn uynun, wo asa ¢pnotu Wopp KaHa naytb Ao epkyneca i
MonspHoi? Ty Wan, 6nianin o KOpPEeHiB BOSIOCCS, KUBHYB.

— Lle Mn 3Haemo. Mu uyynun npomosy LWopp KaHa!

[OpAOH WBUAKO NepepBas:

— $ xo4y 3HaATK, UM 6yayTb 6APOHMN UMHUTKU ONip BTOPrHEHHIO,
unm 6e3 6ot NponycTaTb Kopabni Jlirm? I g xo4dy 3HaATU, 4N MalOTb
HaMip KOpoOniBCTBaA BWMKOHATWM CBOI 3060B’A3aHHA nepea IMnepien?
CMepTenbHO 6nignin nocnaHHuk Jlipy BignoBiB:

— Hawi koponiBCcTBa BUKOHAKTb CBOI 3000B’13aHHSA, SAKWO
IMnepia BukoHae ceoi! Konn Mu yknaganu coto3, IMnepia obiusna
3acTocyBaTtn PynHiBHUKa y pasi noTpebu.

— Xiba g He ckaszaB BaM, Wo PyinHiBHMKa 6yae 3aCTOCOBAHO? —
crnanaxHys ['OpAoOH.

— Bwu obiygnnu, ane yXuibHO,— CKPUKHYB MNOCNAaHHUK
MonsapHoi.— YoMy He HaBaXYyeETecs, SKWO BOJIOAIETE MOro
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TaeMHuuetro? Lo, ak LLopp KaH Mae pauito i BU — camMo3BaHeub? Toai
MW KMHEMO CBOI BOJIOAIHHS Y MapHy 6uTBy!

Xenn beppen, oxonseHnin rHiBoM, He BTPUMABCS Big BUTYKY:

— HeBXxe BM X04Y Ha MUTb NMoBipnan paHTacTU4dHIn 6pexHi LWopp
KaHa?!

— Yu 6pexHa ue? — 3anutas Ty Wan, BnuBatoymncb Nornsaaom y
06nnyuga NopaoHa.— LWopp KaH 3aHaaTo BNeBHEHWUN, WO PyMHIBHUKA
He 6yae 3acTocoBaHO. IHaKLWe BiH HIKOMINM TaK He PU3NKHYB 6u!

— Xan nomy rpeub, Ta xiba B He 6aunTe, WO ue 3apT ApH? —
3aKpunyaB aHTapi€eLb.

— XuWUTpoWi Hayku [03BONAKTb OAHIN NOAUHI MPUKUHYTUCS
iHWOl,— BiApi3aB NocfaHHUK ['epkyneca.

— Xenn, tuxiwe! — Hakazae lopaoH.— Ty Wan Ta BU BCI,
cnyxanTte MeHe. AKLWO 9 AoBeay BaM, WO 9 AIMCHO 3apT ApH, SKLWO S
3acTtocyto PynHiBHMKka — um 6yayTb Bawi KoponiscTea 3 IMnepieto?

— MongapHa byae! — CKpUKHYB nMocnaHHuK. — [loBeaiTb ue, i 4
HeramHo NOBIAOMJIIO Yy CTONULIO!

PewTa npuegHannca 4o Hboro. A nocnaHHuUK ['epkyneca Ao4aB:

— Mwu, BapoHu Pos, xouemo onupatuca Xmapi. Arie HaMm NoTpibHa
Hagia. [loBeadiTb, WO BOHA €, i MM 6ByaemMo 60poTuUCA 40 KiHUA.

— 1 poeepny. I HerailiHo,— pi3ko BignosiB MopaoH.— WaiTh 3a
MHO! Xenn, Bu Tex.

BoHM cnaHTennyeHo nocniwunum cnigoM 3a NopaoHOM BHWU3 MO
Kopuaopax i cxogax nanauy.

BoHW gocarnm cnipanbHMX CXoA4iB A0 3anu, 3BiAKM MO4YMHABCH
Kopuaop, NOBHUW NyNbCY4YOro, MepTBo-6isloro csiMBa, WO BiB A0
Kamepu PyinHiBHUKa. FopaoH 06epHYyBCS A0 NOCNAHLIB:

— Bw BCi MOBUHHI 3HaTK, Wo ue 3a kopuaop! Ty LWan BignosiB:

— Bca lanaktnka dyna npo Hboro. BiH Beae po Kamepwu
PynHiBHUMKA.

— Ynm Moxe XTo-Hebyab, KpiM 4fieHiB iMNepaToOpCbKOro AoMmy,
NPONTU UMM KOPMAOPOM? — 3anuTtas [OpaoOH.

— Hil — ckpukHyB nocon londpHoi.— Yci 3HaTb, WO XBUJIIO

HaNalTOBaHO Ha iMNepaTopCbKy poANHY!
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— Tox AauBiTbCA! — KpUKHYB [OpAOH i BCTYNMUB Yy CSKOYUN
Kopunaop.

BiH aocar Kamepu PynHiBHWMKaA, CXONWUB OAUH 3 BEUKUX CipuUXx
CUNIOBUX KOHYCIiB, WO CTOSSIM Ha nnatdopMi 3 KoilwaTKamun, i BUBI3
NOro 3 Kamepwu.

— Bu we BBaXxaere MeHe caMO3BaHLEM? — 3anunTaB BiH.

— Knanyca HeboMm, Hi,— BuUrykHys Ty LWan.— HixTo, Kpim
CNpaBXHbOro 3apT ApHa, He Mir 61 yBINTKN 40 KOPMAOPY i 3aNUWNTUCS
XNBUM!

— OTXe, BM cnpaBXHin 3apT ApH i 3HaAETe, 5K 3aCTOCOBYBaTU
PynHiBHMKa,— pgoaas iHWWK. opaoH nobaums, WO NepekoHaB iX.
HixTo HaBiTb yaBuTK cobi He Mir, i Llopp KaH He cka3aB, noboymncb
BUKIMKATU HeaoBipy, WO ue AincHo 6yno Tino 3apT ApHa, Y SKOMy
OCeNIMBCS PO3yM JIIOAMHU 3 iHWOro yacy. NlopaoH BKasaB Ha BESIMKUM
CUIOBUI KOHYC.

— Ue yactnHa anapaTty PynHiBHMKA. S nepeHecy Bce iHwe, wob
Lle HeramHo BCTaHOBWNM Ha «ETHe». { Bupywy Ha ubOMYy Kopabni,
o6 3acTocyBaTu CTpaWHy cuny i po3daBuTu Jliry!

fopaoH 3pobuB BMBIp Ha Ui XBUAMHKM Hanpyru. BiH 3acTocye
PynHiBHuka! BiH BUKOHaE BCe, WO Ai3HaBcs Big xan ApHa. BiH nige
Ha pu3uK KaTacTpodu! Ag)xe came Noro 3roga nepecenmnTu CBi po3yMm
y Tino npuHua npueena IMnepito Ha Mexy po3rpomy. Bpatyesatun ii —
noro o60B’s130K, Moro 6opr nepea cnpaBXHiM 3apT ApHOM.,

O6nuuusa Ty Wana nanano:

— [lpuHUEe, AKWO BWM MaeTe HaMip BUKOHATU 3060B’si3aHHS
IMnepii, To MM BMKOHaeMo cBoi! Koponiscteo lMonapHoi 6yae 6mutncsa
3 XMapoto!

— I Nipa! I bapoHn! — nponyHanun 36yaXxeHi ronocn.— Mwu
NOBIAOMMMO CTOMUUAM, WO BU BUPYLIAETE 3 PYMHIBHMKOM, W06
npueagHaTncsa oo é6uteun!

— [loBigoMTe HeranMHo,— HakaszaB [OpAoOH,— | Hexan Bali
KOpO/iBCTBa BiaAatoTb CBOI GSIOTU Mig KoMaHAay aaMipana ipoHa.

Konn cxBunboBaHi nocnaHui nocniwwnnn Bropy, [opaoH

noBepHyBCAa A0 Xenn beppena.
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— Buknnute TexHikiB 3 «ETHe» Ta 3ariH congat. d BUHecy
anapar.

BiH cTaB nocniwHO BUHOCUTU OAUH 3@ OAHWUM BEJIUKI Cipi KOHYCW.
BiH Mir 3pobuTK Ue TiNbKK cam.

Konun BiH npuBi3 BaXKuin Kyb6iuHMMW TpaHchopMmaTop, Xesu
bBeppen BXe noBepHyBCA 3 KanitTaHoM Banb MapsiaHHOM i TeEXHIKaMW.
3 KBanN/aMBoO 06epexHiCTio, sika roBopuaa Npo iX CTpax, BOHWU
3aBaHTaXWAM anapaT Y BaroHW nig3eMKu.

3a nNiBrogMHM BOHWU CTOSSIM Y KOCMOMOPTiI, B TiHIi MOryTHbOI
«ETHe». KpiM Hel, TyT 3anuwunnocs TinbkKn aBa Kopabni, BCi iHWIi BXe
BUIETINN A0 MicUS iICTOPUYHOT BUTBMW.

Y cansi 6AnMcKaBoK, MNig rpOMOM i oweM TeXHiKM NpuKpinaoBanu
CUNOBI KOHYCUM [0 CKOo6, BXXe BCTAHOBJ/IEHMX Ha HOCi Kopabns.
BeplwunHu KoHyciB 6ynn cnpsiMoBaHi Bnepen, a kabeni nponylleHi
Kpi3b KOpMycC A0 HaBirauinHoOi KatoTh no3any MicTka.

Tam [opAOH BeniB BCTAHOBUTWU TpaHcdopMmaTop i naHenb. BiH
CTEXWB 3@ NPUEAHAHHAM pPi3HOKONbLOPOBUX Kabenis, wob Bce 6yno
3pobneHo Tak, ik po3nosiB [Ixan ApH. HapelwTi nekenbHUN NMPUCTpPIn
NIAKAOYMAN 00 NOTYXXHUX FreHepaTopiB Kopabns.

— CrapT 3a gecsatb XxBUInH! — gonosie Banb MapnaHH, 06n4yus
sKoro 6nuwano Big noty. flopaoH TpeMmTiB Big HanNpyru.

— S nepeBipo KOHYCHU LLe pas.

BiH BuW6Ir y rposy, AMBASYMCb Bropy Ha BeMYE3HUN HiC
Kopabna. YkKpinneHi TaM ABaHaausiTb  KOHYCIB  34aBanucs
MaleHbKUMU, KPUXITHUMM...

BiH He Mir 3po3yMiTM, SK Uel ManeHbKUM anapaTt 3MoXxe
CNPUYUHNTU PYWUHYBAHHS raslakTUYHOro MmacwTaby...

— [Bi xBUNnHN! — 3akpuyas 3 Tpany Xenn beppen Kpi3b KPpUkKu
Ta A3BiH CMpeH.

NlopaoH obepHyBcs. I TyT A0 HbOro niabirna skacb CTpyHKa
dirypa.

— JliaHHa! — CKpWKHYB BiH.— fK... BOHa KuWHynacsa y Moro
obinmMu. O6nnyug it 6yno énige i 3anute cnbo3amu.
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— 3apT, 9 noBuHHa 6yna npuntn! AKWo BM HE NoBepHeTecs, S
Xouy, Wwob BM 3HaNu,— g Koxatro Bac! I 3aBxam KoxaTuMy, Xo4 3Hak,
O Bawe cepue Hanexmtb MepH!

fopaoH 06iMHAB i | NPUTUCHYBCS LWOKOK A0 1 3ansiakaHoro
0b6nmnyus.

— JliaHHO, JliaHHO! 4 He MOXYy rosopuTu Npo ManbyTHE, ane,
AKUWO BOHO Y MEHe €, BCe 3MiHUTbCA. 3apa3 g BaM Kaxy: s KOxato
Tinbky Bac!

XBUNSA TripKOro Bigyat oxonusia MOro y LUk OCTaHHK MUTb
NMPOLUAHHA.

Bo ue 6yno npowaHHAM HaBikn. FopaoH 3HaB uUe! HaBiTb AKWoO
BiH nepexunse 6UTBY, Ha TPOOH MOBEPHETbCS HEe BiH, @ CMpPaBXHiM
3apT ApH. A gaKLWWO BiH He nepexuse...

— lNpuHUEe! — XpUNKo CKpukHyB Xenn beppen.— Yac pywatu!

fopaoH BupBaBca 3 06inmiB, nobaume 6nige obnunyus i csaroui odi
JliaHHW, 9Ki, BiH 3HaB, HiKoNK He 3abyae, 60 ue 6yB oCTaHHIM nornsaa.

A Xenn beppen TarHys noro tpanoM yropy. Ckpuninun asepi,
rpUMinn Benuki TypbiHn, y Kopuaopax A3BEHINN pi3Ki CUTHaNM...

— CtapT! — NpoHU3NMBO 3aBepellann rydyHomosui, i «ETHe»
3/1eTina y rpo3ose Hebo.

BoHa mMyana Bropy, i 3 Hel0O MYyanun OCTaHHi ABa Kopabni, HeMoOB
MaTepianbHi 6IMCKaBKN y 30pSIHOMY MPOCTOPI.

— TipoH Buknukae! — kpukHyB Xenn beppen.— lNo4vaBcs
Benmknn 6in 6ina Pirena! A cxigHi dnotunii Jlirm npobuBatoTbCs
ynepeg/!

Y WTypMaHCbKOl KalTi, Ae [opAOH BCTAaHOBMB YMpaBfiHHA
PYMHIBHMKOM, Ha Tenecrtepeo 3’siBUNaca rnoxmypa dgirypa aamipana
ipoHa. 3a nneyem aagMmipana 6yno BWMAHO iNOMIHATOP, WO
BiAKpMBaBCS Ha NpOCTip, NanarvymMin Big4 po3puBiB aTOMHUX CHApAAiB
i NoXeX Ha Kopabnax. Ane ronoc lNpoHa 6yB 6anayXuMm:

— Mu 3aB’d3anu 6MTBY 3 ABOMaA CXiAHUMU pnoTamm Jlirv i Hecemo
Benm4yesHi BTpatn. Cxoxe, NMPOTUBHUK MA€E SIKYCb HOBY 36pot0, LWO
BpaXka€e Hawi kKopabni 3cepefMHN: MU HE MOXEMO 3pO3YyMiTH, LWo ue!

OpAOH 34pUTrHYBCA:
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— HoBa 36pos, kot Buxsanascs LLopp KaH! Sk BoHa ai€?

— He 3Haemo,— 6yna Bianosigb.— Kopabni goBKOMa Hac panToMm
BUXOAATb 3 6UTBM | He BiANOBiAalOTb HAa BUKIUKW.— BiH gonas: —
BapoHn NoBiAOMAATL, WO X PNIOT pyXa€ETbCA 3i CXiAHOI YacTUHM Pos
Ha3ycTpidy aBoM dnotam Jlirm. ®notn Jlipu, lMondapHoi Ta iHWKUX
COK3HUX KOPONIBCTB BXE MAYTb HA MOBHIN WBUAKOCTI 3 MNiBHIYHOro
cxoay, wob Bcratu niga Moo kKomaHay.— BiH cnoxMypHiB: — Ane HOBa
36pos Jlirn, akoto 6 BoHa He 6yna, 3HULWYE Hac! A BigXoaXKXy Ha 3axia,
ane BOHW 6’'10Tb HAC, a IX «NpPMBUAN>»> MPOLAOBXYKOTb NPOCOYYBATUCS.
S BBaxat CBOIM 060B’A3KOM nonepeauTn Bac, WO MU HE 3MOXEMO
npoTpuMaTUCa AOBro 3a Takux BTpat! NopaoH BiANOBIB:

— Mun BunWNM 3 PyRMHIBHMKOM i 36MpaeEMocs 3acTocyBaTu MOro.
Ane Ham noTtpibeH yac, wob HabnnsnTucsa Ao Bac.

BiH He nocniwae BiagAaBaT Haka3n. BiH naM’ataB cnosa [dxan
ApHa npo Te, Wo naowa uini PyMHiBHUKA NOBUHHA 6yTN MakCUManbHO
obmexeHolo.

— TlipoH, nepw HiX 3actocyBaTu PynHiBHMKaA, HeobxiaHO, W06
dnoT Jlirm 3i6bpaBca pa3oM. Bu mMoxeTe wWo—Hebyab 3pobutn Ans
uboro? lNpoH BiANOBIB XpUNKO:

— €ANHNN WaHC — ue BiACTYyNUTU Ha NiBAEHHWW 3axig, HeMoBOU
Ha gonoMory 6apoHaM. Lle Moxe 3’eaHaTtn obuasi aTakywudi rpynu
NPOTUBHMKA.

— Cnpobyunte! — Hakazas lopaoH.— BiaxoabTe Ha NiBAEHHUI
3axig i panTte MeHi NpnbnnsHe Micue 3yCcTpidi 3 BamMu.

— Ha ToW 4ac, sk Bu npunagete, ue byae sikpa3 Ha 3axig Big
HeHeba,— BianosiB lNpoH.— Bor 3Hae, WO 3ainWNTLCA Big HALWOro
dnoTy, akwo Hoea 36pos Jlirn 6yae piatu i gani!

[pOH BMMKHYBCS, ane iHWi Tenecrepeo nokasanm 6uTBy, sKa
nwna no BCboMy GpoHTY 6ing ganekoro Pirens.

KpiM kopabniB, siKi 3arMHynn y nonyM’i aTOMHUX CHapsaAaise i Bia
yAapiB NiACTYNMHUX «NPUBUAIB>», padapu rnokasanu 6e3niv imnepcbkKnx
Kopabnis, Wo HecnoaiBaHo Buxoaunun 3 60oto.

— Uo, B 6ica, mornu Buragatn y Xmapi, Wwob ocb Tak 3HULLYBaTH

Halwi kopabni? — 3anutas Xenn beppen.
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— Wo 6 ue He 6yno, BOHO WBKMAKO niacikae kpwuna ipoHy,—
npobypmoTis Banb MapnaHH.— Moro Biaxia Moxe nepeTBopuTUCS Ha
BTEUy.

fopaoH BiABepHYBCS Big 6/IMCKYyuYMx Tenectepeo i NorfsiHyB B
iIOMiHATOPW KaloTw.

«ETHe» BXe npomyana, Bce 36inblyO4YN WBUAKICTb, MOB3
ManeHbKi coHus Apro i mocniwana Ha niBAeHb, A0 OCTaHHbLOI 6UTBMU
[[AnaKTUKu.

[OpAOH Big4yB, WO MOro OXOMJIOE XaX, 6M3bKNUA A0 NaHiKW.
oMy HeMae Micus Y LbOMY TUTAHIYHOMY 3iTKHEHHI NpuiigeLLHix BiKis!
BiH 360)xeBonis, Nigaaswnch iMnynbcy!

BiH 3acTocye PynHiBHMKa? ke BiH Ma€ npaBo, TaK Masio 3Hauun
NPO HbOro? AK CMIi€ BiH PO3B’dA3aTV HEBIAOMY XaxX/IMBY CUNY, NPO AKY
il BNACHUM BUHaXiAHWUK ronepea)as, WO BOHA MOXe MOTPACTU i
3HULWMNTK BCIO [anakTunky?

BiltHa cepepn, 3ipoK

'yayydun, rpyumnsayum, sagpurarodnces nNig yaapamuy CBOIX MNOTYXHUX
conen, <«ETHe» i I CynyTHMKM MYanM A0 MNiBAEHHUX MNPOCTOPIB
ManakTukn. [ogMHa 3a roAMHOK BOHW Habnuxanuca A0 Micus
daTanbHoOI 3ycTpivi 6ina ganekoi ickpn AeHeba, Kyau BigCcTynanm BCi
cunun Imnepil.

— bapoHn 6%toTbca! — ckpukHyB Xenn beppen [opaoHy,
NOrnsHyBWMW Ha Tenectepo.— boxe, noausiTbCca Ha 6uTBy 6ing Po4!

— BOHM Texx NoBMHHI Tenep BiaxoanTn A0 panoHy [deHeba, K i
dnot lNpoHa,— BignosiB NOpAOH.

BiH 6yB npuronoMweHUn BUAOBULLEM Yy CTepeo, nepefaHUM
OAHUM 3 Kopabnis, skun nepebyBaB Yy BUpi Uiei 6UTBU. Y UIiN
anoKaninTU4YHOI KapTUHI 6yNno BaXKKo Wo-Hebyab 3p0O3yMiTHw.

Ans HeobizHaHOro B yCboMy, WO Bigbysanocst He 6yfo XoaHoro
CeHcy.

3o0psHuI 3Big Nobnunsy riraHTcbkoro Pos coHub MNepkyneca 6ys
YCISHUA  CBITNOBMMKM  TOouKaMWU. KpPUXiITHI TOYKKW, WO LWBUAKO
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cnanaxysanu i 3racanum! Ane KOXHa Taka Touyka 6yna crnanaxom
6opTOBOr0 aTOMHOIO 3anny.

fOpAOH He MIr OXoNuTK NornsaoM BCo 6UTBy. LS BinHa Aanekoro
ManbyTHboOro 6yna 3aHaATo Aaneko MOMY, Wob BNacHUM AOCBIA Mir
nigKkasaTn BCe 3HAYEHHS LbOro TaHU iCKOp MiX 3ipkaMu. Ls BinHa,
y SKin kKopabni, wo 3HaxoAMAuUCb HaA BeNUYe3Hin BiACTaHI,
HaMauysaan OAWMH OAHOr0 pagapHUMM MPOMEHAMU, Y SKIN MOTYXHI
aTOMHi rapmatu CTpingaaM 3a A0MNOMOro MUTTEBOrO PO3pPaxyHKY,
34aBasiacsa MOMy HENMOBIPHOK i HENMOACLKO.

MoTiM 3aranbHa cxema 6uTBM Mnodana MnposCHATUCA. TaHeub
BOMHMKIB NOBISIbHO pyXaBcsa Ha3a4 A0 TUTaHIYHOro Poto coHub. Tenep
6onoBuI PPOHT Cranaxysas i iICKPUBCA Ha NiBHIY i Ha MiIBHIYHWI 3aXia
Big Pos.

— BoHuM BigxoaaTtb, K HakasyBaB [ipoH! — CKpukHyB Xenn
Beppen.— Ane nonosuHy &0ty 6apoHiB, NeBHO, Tenep 3HULLEHO!

Banb MapnaHH, KanitaH «ETHe», 6yB CXOXWIK Ha TUrpa y KiTui,
KON XOAMB MiX CTepeo.

— MorngHbTe, wWo BiabyBaeTbca 3 ronoBHuM dnoTtom [lipoHa,
KUMKW BiaxoauTb Big Pirensi! — xpunko npoMoBuB BiH.— BoHK 6’10Tb
noro 6e3 ycakoro xasnt. Hawi BTpatn MatoTb 6yTn BennyesHnmu!

Ctepeo, Ha sike BiH AMBUBCS, NMokasano MopAoHY TakuMn caMui,
ane 3Ha4yHo 6inbWNN BUXOP iCKOp, WO BiACTynaB Ha 3axia Big Pirens.

BiH nogymaB Tyno, WO He MOBUHEH AUBUTUCS Ha LI XKaxMBY
6butey. BoHa MoOXxe HaaTo NOTpACTM Moro. A MoMy Tenep NOTPiIbHO
3a1MwaTUCA XONT04HUM.

— Sk ckopo Mu 3ingemocsa 3 ¢notoMm lipoHa i 6apoHamMn? —
KPUKHYB BiH Banb MapiaHHy.

— [oanH 3a ABaHaaUsATb, HE MeHlle,— BiaAnoBiB TOW. I TiNbkKK
bory BiAOMO, CKilbKM Ha TOM 4Yac 3anuMWwnTbCsa Kopabnis, 34aTHUX
npuegHaTmncsa 4o Hac!

— Yoptn 6 B3gnm Wopp KaHa i noro ¢aHaTukiB! — BUINyYKHYB
Xenn, syrnacrte o6nmyysg ssKkoro no4epBOHINO Big SpOCTi.— BCi Ui poku
BOHM TAaeEMHO 6yaysanu kopabni i Buragysanu HoBy 36poto ans uie€i

6uteun!
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foOpAOH NepenwoB KakTy i NOBEPHYBCH A0 naHeni PynHiBHMKA.
Y TUCAYHUIW pa3 NOAYMKM BiH MOBTOPMB iIHCTPYKLUIi 3 pO3B’A3aHHS NOro
YXXaXMBOI CUNN.

— Ane wo 3pobuTtb Us cunia, KOMM 9 PO3B’SIXY 1?7 — 3HOBY
3anuTaB BiH cebe.— Yu ai€ BOHa SK riraHTCbKMM NMpoMiHb cMepTi abo
SIK 30Ha 3HULWLEHHA MaTepii?

MapHi po3aymmn! ManonmosipHo, Wob Bce ue 6yno Tak. byab ue
Tak, bpeHH bBip He 3anMwuB 6M CBOIM HawajkaMm YpO4UCTOro
3aCTepexeHHs, WO BOHA MOXe 3HULWKUTK [anakTuky.

[OOWMHM  CTpaWHOl HamMpyrm MuHanau, TNokn <«ETHe» 3
CYynyTHUKaMn Habnuxanacsa o Micusa CTpawHoi 6UTBU. 3 KOXHOM
rOoAMHOK CTaHoBULWE iMNepcbkoro @noTy noripwysBanocs. [ipoH,
BiACTYyMnmakuM Ha MiBHIYHMM 3axig ANns 3’€gHaHHS 3 nowapraHuMm
dnotom lepkynecosoro Posi, 3ycTpiBcs HapewTi 3 dnotamm Jlipuy,
MonsapHoi i Jlebensa nobnmnsy TymaHHOCTIi Begmeaunui. Tam iMmnepcbKnin
agMipan nosepHyBCcda A0 apMmaaun Jlirm i npoTarom ABOX roguH OTO
buecsa BcepeanHi TYMaHHOCTI.

MoTim lopaoH noyyB komaHay [ipoHa. Haka3, KoaoBaHUM
«BPO3Tiu», sIK i BCi cUrHanu aoTy, NposyHaB Yy iX BNaCHUX CTepeo.

— Kanitan CaHgpenn, ausisia Jlipy,— BUWTM 3 TyMaHHOCTI!
Bopor Hamaraetrbcs npopBaTmUCsa MiXK BaMu i ausisieto Jlebeas.

Aamipan Jlipu BignoBiB Big4YanaywWHO:

— Ix «npuBMan» 3ibpanuncsa 6ing ronosBmn Hawwoi KOoHW. Ane ...

[Mepepavya panToM nepepBanacd, Crepeo noTteMHinn. [opAoH
4yyB, K ['ipoH MapHO BukNnkae CaHapenna, He OTpMMYKOYM BiaNoBiAi.

— Ocb Tak BiabyBa€eTbCsl 3HOBY i 3HOBY! — WaneHoO KPUKHYB
Xenn.— IMnepcbknin Kopabenb MoBiAOMMSE MPO «NPUBUAIB», MOTIM
NOro nepenada panToM rNnepepuBacTbCs, i Kopabesb MOBUYNTD!

— HoBa 36pos Wopp KaHa,— npockperotas Banb MapnaHH.—
Ak6buM TinbKK 3HATK, WO Ue Take!

f[opaoH 3ragas panToMm, WO ckaszas WoMy Lopp KaH,
BUXBANSA4YMCb Ha TannapHi: «...BOHa MOXe BpasnTn Oyab-SKUN
BOPOXUN Kopabenb 3cepeanHn!»

[OpAOH NOBTOPMB L C/l0Ba iHWWM | Ao4aB:
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— MoxnuBo, 4 3’ixaB 3 rny3ay, asie MeHi 34a€TbCs, WO EANHUN
WAgaxX A0 UbOro — ue HanpaBuUTU SKMUCb CUIOBUA TMPOMiHb Y
Kopabenb 3a WMOro BflACHUM CTepeonpoMiHeM. KOXeH 3HULEHUN
Kopabenb nepenaBsas LWOCb N0 CcTepeo!

— Xenn, ue uinkoM Moxnneo! — CcKpukHyB Banb MapnaHH.—
AKLLO BOHW 3MOXYTb BK/IOUUTUCA Y Halli CTEpPeo i BUKOPUCTATU X 9K
Hecydi npoMeHi...— BiH nigckounme A0 CTepeo, KBan/JnMBO BUK/INKAB
[ipoHa i noBiAOMMB MOMY NpoO CBOI 340raau.

— SIKLWO BU 3aCTOCY€ETE Nepenavy HeperyaapHMMmy nopuiamm, 1o
ue ponoMoxe 6opotuca 3 iX HOBOKW 36poe€tn,— poaaB Banb
MapnaHH.— BOHM He 3MOXYTb BYAaCHO BKIKOYATUCA B Hal NPOMiHb. I
NPUroTymTe FNYLWHUKMN Yy CTepeoKarTax Ha BMNAAOK, AKLO BCe X
NnpopBYyTbCA. [IpOH po3yMitoye KNBHYB:

— CnpobyeMo. A Hakaxy BCiM HalUMM criepuwy 3anncyBaTu CBOI
NOBIAOMNEHHS, a MNOoTiM nepegaBaTn X, CTUCKaAKUM Yy KOPOTKUM
iMAynbC.

Banb MapnaHH MOCTaBuB 6ins cTepeo noaemn 3
«MNYWHUKAMN» — reHepaTtopaMy eKpaHyrunx enekTpuyHux nonis,
30aTHUX HenTpanizyBaTu Hebe3neyHi BUNPOMIiHIOBAHHS.

IMnepcbki Kopabni BXe BWKOHYBaslM Haka3 i Tenep Hibu
BUCTpPiNtOBaNnM CBOI nepeaadi.

— Jlonomarae — Tenep Hawi kopabni BuxoasaTb 3 nagy HabaraTto

pigwe! — ponosiB lNpoH.— Ane HaM CWIbHO AicTtanocd, a @noT
6apoHiB Manxe 3HuWeHo. Y noTpibHO HaM BiaxoanTn oo Pos?
— Hi! — KpukHyB [lopaoH.— MKW He MOXEMO 3acCToCyBaTu

PynHiBHUKa BcepeaunHi Posa. Mn noBuHHI TpuMaTu ix 6inga [JeHeba.

— CnpobyeMo,— noxmMypo 3assBuB [ipoH.— Ane gKWO BW He
3'aBuTeCs Yy Haubnauxdi 4oTUpU TOAMHW, Bi4 HAC 3aAULWUTbCS
HebaraTo.

— YoTnpun rogmHn? — 30MKHYB Banb MapnaHH.— He 3Haw, uu
MU 3MOXeMo. TypbiHN «ETHe» npautooTb 3 NepeBAHTAXEHHSM.

Konu ManeHbka eckagpunbs nonpsiMysasna Ha nMiBAEHb, A0
6inoro masika [eHeba, To Benuka 6muTBa Ha CXig Bi4 UI€l 3ipkn BXe

BiACyBasiaca 40 Hel.
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CMepTenbHUN  TaHeub nanawyunux KopabniB  HeyXunbHO
NPOCyBaBCA Ha 3axi4 y npoctopax [anakTuku. 3 niBAHA pyXanucs
3a/IMWLIKMN BiagBa>XHOro 10Ty 6apoHiB Ha 3’eAHaHHA 3 daoTamm IMmnepil
| KOpONiBCTB.

ApmaregnoH [anaktuku! Tenep obuaBa ¢notm Xmapwu
3’€AHYBannUCsa Ha CxXoAi i nocniwann y OCTaHHIO HULLIBHY aTaky.

fopaoH 6aumB y Tenectepeo i Ha ekpaHax paaapis, WO «ETHe»
BXe Mamxe Habnusmnacs Ao ui€i Beinkoi 6uTeun.

— LUe niBrogHn. Mu BCTUrHEMO, BCTUrHemo! — npobypmoTiB
Banb MapnaHH Kpi3b 3uinsieHi 3ybu.

CnocTepirad y ronoBHoro pagapa pantoM CKPpUKHYB:

— «[MpuBnan» nisopyu!

Bce <cranoca Tak wBuako, wo [AxoH [opaoH 6yB
npuronomweHunin. LLIonHO BiH MOMITUB Ha eKpaHi pagapa Kpencepu-
«<MNpuUBNAN>», K NPOCTIp NiBOPYY OCBITUBCA TUTAHIYHUM CnasiaxoM.

— OAWH 3 Haworo eckopTy 3arnHys! — ckpukHyB Xenn beppen.

Mapmatn <«ETHe», KepoBaHi obuuncnoBadyamm, OrnywsanBo
BUCTPiIMIN. KOCMOC HaBKOJIO CNiNy4y0-ACKpaBO cnajlaxHyB BiA
BUOYXY BaXXKMX aTOMHUX CHaps4iB. 3a MUTb yAanWHI CrianaxHynu i
3racnm Asi TOYKMWU.

— [OBoe 36uTi! — KpukKHYB Xenn.— PewTa 3aTeMHUIUCH i He
NOCMIitOoTb 6inble BiAKpUTUCA.

3i cTtepeo nponyHaB ronoc lipoHa: «pBaHa» nepepada b6yna
3ibpaHa 3anucyrymnMMn anapatamu i nepeTeBopeHa Ha HOpMarsibHY.

— MpuHu 3apT, apmaga Jlirm 3axoanTtb HaMm y dnaHr, i 3a roanHy
Mu 6yaemo BigpizaHi! FTopaOH KpUKHYB Yy BignoBigb:

— [lpoTpuMaeTecs uWwe TpoOXu, MNOKWU... B TOW Xe MOMEHT
cTepeo3obpaxkeHHsa [ipoHa 3aMiHmnoca 6niguMu NAbMU Y YOPHUX
MYyHAUPAaX, SKi Linnancsa 3 sKoicb 36poi y BUMS4I CTPUXHIB.

— XMapHukun! «lpusngun» Jlirm nepexonnnm Haw MNPOMiHb |
BUKOPUCTOBYIOTb HOBY 36poto LLlopp KaHa! — ckpukHyB Beppen.

3ybuacta cmHa 6nmckaBka BMpBasnacs 3i CTPUXHSA NepenHboro
XMapHukKa. Llen cnanax eHeprii npoMyas Haj ronosot y opaoHa i

NpoHM3aB MeTaneBy CTiHYy. HawecTa ctepeo3obpaxeHb! 306paxeHs,
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AKi MOXYTb BbMBaATM CUHBLOK 6AMCKaBKow. Lle TpumBano BCbOro
CeKyHAy, NOTiM «pO3puBHE>» pesie cnpauoBasnio, i XMapHUKU pa3oM 3i
CBOEI 36pOED 3HUKMN.

— To oCb Wo BOHM pobnaTb! — ckpukHyB Beppen.— He anBHO,
LLIO MOJSIOBMHA Hawmnx kKopabnis 3arnHyna, NOKM MU He 340raganucs y
4yoMy cnpasa!

— BkNOUNTU rNyWHWKN, HeramHo! — Haka3as Banb MapnaHH.—
BOHW MOXYTb 3’IBUTUCHA 3HOBY.

fopAoOH Big4vyB, LLO BONIOCCH Y HbOro ctae Anbkn, konm «ETHe»
3aHypunacsa y 3oHy é6utey. CTpawlHUN MOMEHT Habnuxascs.

lipoH 3i6bpaB ¢notn IMnNepii i KOPONIBCTB Yy KOPOTKY AiHitO
obopoHu, AKa Bnupanacsa nieuMm dnaHroMm y nanatody 6iny macy
NeHeba. BaxkKi Ko/oHM @noTiB XMapu Hanupanaum Ha Hei,
HaMarat4uchb 3iM’aTN NpaBun GraHr.

Kocmoc 6yB neknoM nanawumx Kopabnie Tta nonym’sd, wo
CKakano Mix 3ipkamn, konm <«ETHe» cTana npobuBatucsa Ao
nepenosol.

— [ipoH, Mn TYT! — KpUKHYB [OpAOH.— Tenep BigxXxoabTe Ha
MaKCUMaJibHiN WBUAKOCTI!

— AKwo Mu 3pobumo ue, To paoTm Jlirnm 3’eaHaOTLCA | NPOPBYTH
TOHKY NiHit0 Haworo GpoHTYy, K nanip,— 3anepe4yuns [poH.

— Lle HaM i noTpibHO — 3acTtaBuTu ix 3ibpatn dnNoTn pasom,—
Bianosie 'opaoH.— LBunawe!

Crepeo3obpaxxeHHsa [ipoHa 3HOBY 3MIHWMNOCA XMAapHUKOM.
BnncHyna cuHga 6nmnckaBka — ane Bigpasy 3racna, norinHeHa nonem
rNywHuKiB. NMoTiM 3HOBY cnpauoBano «poO3puUBHE» pene, BUMKHYBLUU
306paxKeHHs.

— OfHOro TOro, ik BOHM piXKyTb Halwe nosigoMNeHHd, 6yno 6
AOCTaTHbO, Wob6 Burpatn 6UTBY,— npocTtorHas Xenn beppen.

Ha ekpaHi pagapa [OpAOH HaMpy)XeHOo CTeXWB 3a MaHeBpOM,
AKMW WBWMAKO 3aincHioBana apmaga lNipoHa. KonoHwu Bigxoaunnn Ha
3axia.

— Ocb i ¢pnoT Nlirm! — kpukHyB Banb MapnaHH. opaoH Tex

no6ayumB MOro Ha ekpaHi — 6e3niy ickop, TMcaudi 6onoBux kKopabnis
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XMapu MeHwe HiX Yy 4ABaHagudaTM napcekax 3Biacu. BoHwu
nepecnigysanu, ane He 3/IMBaSINCA BOEAMHO, 9K BiH cnogiBaBcs. BiH
3HaB, WO 4Yac AiaTn. BiH He noBuHeH B6yB gatu M NiginTn 6nunxue,
naMm’aTatoumn 3acrepexeHHsa [xxan ApHa.

— 3YNUHUCA TYT, CKepyn HiC «ETHe» TO4YHO Yy UEeHTp (pPOHTY
Jlirn,— Xpunko Haka3aB [OpAoOH.

®not lNpoHa 6yB Tenep no3aay, a «ETHe» 3anuwmnacsa ogHa
nepea apmagot Jlirm. lTopaoH crtaB 6ins KOHTPOJSIbHOI NaHeni
PyMHIBHMKA i BKJ/IIOUMB WICTb PYOUNIbHUKIB, NEepecyHYyBLUM KOXEeH
peocTaT Ha YOTUPU NOAINKMN.

CTpinkn BMMipHUKIB monoB3nnm no uunmdpepbnatax. MeHepaTopwu
MOryTHbOro Kopabnsa 3apeBsin rosioCHile, KOS TaEMHUYMW anapaTt
cTaB 3abupaTtu 3 HUX HanNpyry.

SlKa eHeprist KOHUEeHTpyBaslacs y CUJI0BMX KOHYcax Ha Hoci?! Lo
rosopus nomy [xan ApH? fopfoH Hamaraecs npuvragaTu.

«...lWicTb BUMIpHMKIB  HanpsIMKy  MOBWHHI 6yTM  TOYHO
BPiBHOBAXeHi, AKWO TU He Xo4ell KaTacTpodu...»

A BuMiptoBaui He BpiBHOBaxyBanucsa! BiH TOpKHYBCA TpeMTA4YO0I0
PYKO O4HOro peocraTa, NoTiM iHWoro. CTPisIkM NOB3/M 40 YEePBOHUX
KPUTUYHUX MITOK, OAHI wBuawe, iHWi noBifibHiwe. opaAoH Big4vyB
Kpanni noTy Ha CcBOEMY no0b6i, CcKaM'aHiB Big HenACbKOro
HaNPY>XeHHSA, NOKU iHWIi CTEXUIN 3a HUM.

— IXx ¢dnoT oe wWBMAKO — y BOCbMM Napcekax Bif Hac! — Tuxo
3acTepir Banb MapnaHH.

Tpu CTpiNIKK, MOTIM 4YOTUPU OMUHWUINCA HA 4YepBOHOMY. Ane
pelTa we He Ainwnn. MopAoH NocniwHOo NigCTpOoiB iX peocTaTw.

Tenep BCi BOHM 6ynnm Ha 4YepBOHOMY, ane He 3b6iranucsa y
TOYHOCTI. «ETHe» 3gpuranacsa Bia rypkoTy HanpyXeHux Typb6iH.

Ctpinkn sinwnuca! KoxHa 6yna y 4epBoHi 30HI undepbnara,
KOXHa Ha Tin camin undpi...

— Hy!..— KpukHyB [OpAOH XPWNKO i BKJ/IKOYMB T[ONIOBHUN
pPYOUNbHUK.
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BinHa TpuBae

Bniai, npo3opi npoMeHi BUpBannuca 3 Hoca «ETHe» y TeMHumn
npocTip nonepeay. Li 6niai npoMeHi, 3gaBanocs, NOBiSIbHO MOB3MNU |
3racanu.

lopaoH, Banb MapnaHH i Xenn beppen npunanu 4o intoMiHaTopiB
i 3aBMepnun, AMBASAYNCL Bnepen. Ane Noku Hivyoro He Biabysanocs.

MoTiMm rpyna IiCKOp Ha eKpaHi pajapa, £gKa MNo3Hadana
nosoXxeHHsa dnoTy Jlirn, 3nerka 3gpurHynacs.

— Hiyoro He Bigabynocsa! — npoctorHas beppen.— Hivoro!
HaneBHO, ufa WTYKAa...
Monepeny 3’aBunaca 4opHa Todka. BoHa pocna i pocna,

NynbCytoun i 3apuratoumnce. I ckopo ye byna Bxe Benunka, 3pocratoya
nnssMa YOpPHOTU — He Ti€El YOPHOTKU, Y SKiM CBIT/I0O NMPOCTO BiACYTHE,
ane Takol XMBOI | TpeneTHOoI, 9KO0i He 6aumnB LWe HIXTO 3 XUBUX.

Ha ekpaHi pagapa nosioBUHY psIoTy XMapu nornamHyna 4YopHotal
Bo Ha ekpaHi Tex 6yna yopHa nasgMa, Big KOl BiabuBanncsa npoMeHi
pajapa.

— Tlocnogb MwunocepgHun! — CKpukHyB Banb MapnaHH.—
PYMHIBHUK pYWHYE caM npocTip!

XXaxnuBa, HewnMmoBipHa BignosBiAb Ha 3aragky PynHiBHMKA
6bnncHyna HapewrTi Y MyTHOMY po3yMi opaoHa! BiH We He po3yMiB,
HIKOIM He 3PO03YyMi€ NPUYNH LbOro, ane pesynbtaT 6yB O4YEBUAHUN.
PynHiBHUK 6yB CMN0I0, siKa 3HULLYBaNa He MaTepito, a NpocTip!

YHacoBO-NpoCTOPOBMIN  KOHTMHYYM Haworo Kocmocy 6yB
YOTUPUBUMIPHUM —  YOTUPUBUMIPHA Kyfid, WO nMjaeBana Yy
NO3apo3MipHiN  HeCKiHYeHHOCTI. EHepria Xax/IMBMUX MNpPOMEHIB
PyWHIBHUKa pynHyBana Bce 6inblly AiNSHKY Ui€l Kyni, BUAABAOOYN i
retb 3 Kocmocy.

Bce ue npoManHyno y npurosioMweHoMy MoO3Ky [opaoHa 3a
4yacTKy cekyHau. BiH panToM 3ndkaBcsd. BiH cyaopoOXHO BWpBaB
pybunbHUK anapaTty. HacTynHoi cekyHan BcecsiT HeEMOB 360XeBOIB.

TuTaHiuHi pykn X6ypnanun <«ETHe» y npocTopi 3 >Xax/JIMBOK
cunoto. 3ipku i npocTip 36o0xeBoninu, BennyesHa, nanatoda 6ina maca
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NeHeba cTpubana y noOpoXxHedi, KOMEeTU, TEMHi 3ipKn, MeTeopuTu
LaneHo Hocunmca y Hebecax.

fOpAOH, BIAKUWHYTUIA A0 CTiHW, TPEMTIB AYyLWIELO i TiIOM, MOKM BeCb
BcecsiT, 3aaBanocs, nigHimascs, Wob6 NMOMCTUTUCSH KPUXITHUM NOASM,
AKi HacMinuauca nigHAaTM CBATOTATCbKi PYKM Ha OCHOBM BIiYHOIO
KocMmocy.

3a SAKMUCb 4Yac BiH OTAMMBCA. «ETHe» we xuTanacs i nipHana y
NIOTUX BUXOpax edipy, ane 30psiHUM HebocCxun 3acrnokKoiBcsA nicns
CBOEI 60XeBIiNbHOT Cya0MN.

Banb MapnaHH, obnmBakoumMcb KpPOB'HD 3 BE/IMKOro cagHa Ha
CKPOHi, TpuMaBCA 3a nMeperopoaKky i BUryKyBaB HakKa3n Yy
ryyHoMmoseub. BiH noBepHyB A0 oOpAOHa MepTBOTHE 06anyus.

— TypbiHn BUTpUManun, i BCe 3aCrnoKOKETbCA. LA KOHBYbCiH
Masio He KWMHYyMa Hac Ha [leHeb i noTpsacna 3ipKu y BCiK Ui YaCTUHI
[[AnaKkTUKu.

— Binpaya,— 3aauxatoumnch, ckasas NlopaoH.— Ocb wWo ue 6yno.

HaBKONUWHIN NPOCTIp «CTAryBaBCA» HABKOMO AipwW, YTBOPEHOI
PynHiBHMKOM. Xenn beppen cxnnuecsa Hajg eKpaHOM paaapa.

— 3HULWEHO TiNbKKW nonoBuHyY kopabnie Xmapu! [opaoH
34PUTHYBCA.

— S He MoXY binble 3acTtocyBaTn PynHiBHUK! He cMmito!

— I He Tpeba,— BignosiB Xenn beppen.— 3anuuwku ix GnoTy
MaHiYHO yTiKaloTb 40 XMapu!

«Y uboMy HeMaE€ rpixa,— noaymaB [opaoH.— bauntn, 9K BCe
Hebo cka3uniocs i pyxHyno Ha Tebe,— ue 3abarato a4ng ALOAUHU> .

— 4 3Hat Tenep, YoMy bpeHH bip 3acTepiraB Big 1erkoBa)XHOro
3aCToCyBaHHA PyMHIBHWMKA,— XpUNKO ckas3as BiH.— [lan 6or, wob
LbOro Hikonu 6inble He goBenocsa pobutu!

3i cTepeo nocunanucs 4YacTi BUKIWMKU, 3anumTu Big Kopabnis
Imnepii.

— Ulo Tpanunnoca? — noBToptoBas [IpOH 3HOBY i 3HOBY.

— ®not Jlirm naHiyHo BTIKAE A0 XMapwu, NPUHAWMHI 3anunLLKK
noro,— nosigoMmB Xenn agMmipany.— AKWO MW NigeMo 3a HUMU, TO

3MOXeMO po36uTK iX pas i HaszaBxau. NpoH NiATpUMaB Lo igeto:
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— 51 HeranHoO Hakaxxy nepecnigysaTu ix!

Yepes npoctopu NanakTnMku Ao pATiBHOI XMapu Myanm 3aauLlku
dnoty Jlirn. Ix nepecniaysanu «EtHe» i nowapnaHui dnot IMnepii.

— SKWO BUHUWIMMO 3anmuwkun ix GnoTty, To ckmHemo LWopp
KaHa! — paaiB Xenn beppen.

— Bun He pymaete, wo LWopp KaH 6y 3 ¢notoM? — 3anutas
[[OpAaOH.

— BiH 3aHaaToO XUTpUM ANs LbOro — HaneBHO, KepyBaB YCiM 3
TannapHu,— 3aasuB Banb MapnaHH.

Moaymaswu, FopaoH noroamecsa. BiH 3HaB, wo Lopp KaH He
6osarys, ane, 3BCiHO, CNpsIMOBYBaB CBOK paHAiO3HY aTaKy 3i CBOro
ro/I0BHOrO wWTaby.

Kopabni Jlirm TemHunx CBIiTiB 3HMKAM 3a 3aBicol0 XMapu KifbKa
roamH notoMy. Biapasy nicns uboro iMnepcbknin ot 3ibpascs 6ing
KOPAOHIB LbOro TyYMaHy.

— $KWOo MW aTaKyeEMO, TO MOXEMO NOoTpanuTn y 3acigky,—
3asaBuB [ipoH.— Lle Micue kKnwutb Hebesnekamuy, Npo AKi MU Hivoro
He 3HaeMOo. [OpAOH 3anponoHyBas:

— Mu 6ypemo BuMaraTuM Big HUX 34a4di, BUCYHEMO M
yNbTUMATYM.

— Wopp KaH He kaniTyntoe,— 3acTepir Xenn beppen.

Ane [opaAOH 3MyCMB CRpAMyBaTW TMpPOMiHb Tefnecrepeo Ha
TannapHy i 3aroBopuB N0 HbOMY:

— Ypaay Jlirm TemHux CeiTiB! MM NpoOnoHYeEMO BaM MOXJIMBICTb
34aTuUCs. 3aaBanTecs i cknaaitb 36potko nig HawuMM Harngaaom. Mu
06iUSIEMO, WO HIXTO KpiM 31104MHUIB, SIKi BTAMM Bac y L0 aBaHTIOPY,
He nocTpa)xgae€. Ane sKLWo B/ BiAMOBUTECS, MU HaNpaBnuMo PYNHIBHUK
Ha BCcO XMapy! Mu Haszaexau 3iTpeMo uen panoH! Banb MapnaHH
BPaXeHOo MsHYB Ha HbOrO:

— Bu 3pobute ue? Ane, 6oxe Min...

— 4 He nocmito 3pobuTtn ue,— BianosiB NoOpaoH.— A Hikonu
binbwe He Bi3bMycCs 3a PyMHiBHWUKA. Ane BOHW BiAYYIN MNOro CUAYy i
MOXYTb 3/19KaTUCA.
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Bignosiai Ha ix cTepeonepepayy He 6yno. 3a roguHy BOHMU
nostopunan 1. Bignosiai 3HoBy He 6yno. [loTiM, nicnga HOBOro
O4iKyBaHHS, NposlyHaB CyBOpui ronoc lNpoHa:

— 34a€TbCs, HaM AoBefeTbCs We pa3 NponTu vyepes ue!

— CrtpuBante! — «kpukHyB Xenn beppen.— Bignosigb 3
TannapHu!
Y cTepeo 3’9BMI0ocs KinbKa nepenskaHnx XxXMapHuUKiB, aeski 6ynu

MopaHeHi.

— Mwu 3rogHi Ha Bawi yMOBU, NpuHL 3apT! — 3aroBopmB XpUNKo
OAWH 3 HUX.— Hawi kopabni HeranHo 36epyTbCs | OyayTb po336pPOEHI.
Bu 3MoXeTe yBiNTU Cloaun 3a KiflbKa roguH.

— Ue moxe 6ytn obmMaHoM! — Bigpizas Banb MapnaHH.— BiH
hactb Wopp KaHy yac po3ctaBuTHU NacTku!
XMapHUK y CTepeo noxuTaB ronosok: — TupaHito Wopp KoHa

nosasieHa. Konu BiH BiAMOBMBCA 34aBaTUCA, MW MOBCTaAMU MPOTU
HbOro. 4 goseay ue, NokKasaslKM BaM Moro. BiH noMupae.

Tenecrtepeo nepekstoyYnnoca Ha iHWy cueHy. Tenep ue 6yna
KiMmHaTa, ae 6ys LLopp KaH. BiH cuaiB y Kpicni B Tin nOXMypin KiMHaTI,
3BiAKN KepyBaB cnpoboi 3aBotoBaTU anaktuky. HaBKoONO cTosSiU
036po€Hi XxMapHuUkn. O6nuya noro 6yno MmapmypoBo-6inmm, a y éoui
3947a Wwupoka, obnaneHa paHa.

oro TbMSIHI O4i NOFASIHYN Ha HUX, MOTIM NPOSICHUINCS Ha MUTb,
BrnasLwwu Ha MopaoHa. Wopp KaH cnabo nocMixHyBcs.

— Bwu Burpanun,— ckasaB BiH opaoHY.— { HiKONW He Aymas, Lo
BW MOCMI€ETe B3ATMUCSA 3@ PynHiBHMKA. [JypHSM LWACTUTb, @ TO 6 BU caMi
3arMHynu Npuv ubomy...— BiH 3agmnxaBcs, NOTIM 3HOBY 3aroBOpuB: —
Be3rnysaunin KiHeub An9 MeHe, UM He Tak? Ane s He Xanitocs. B MeHe
6yno oaHe XUTTH, | 1 BUKOPUCTaB MOro Ao KiHus. Bu y rnmbuHi Takmm
camun, 3a ue 4 i nrobue Bac.

YopHaBa rosnoBa cxuamnach, ronoc Bnas A0 WENoTy:

— Moxe, 9 3anmMwokK Bawloro ceity, xoHe? [pocTo, HapoAMUBCA
HeB4YacHO? Moxe b6yTu...

BiH noMep — BOHW 3p0O3yMifn Ue 3 TOro, SIK MOro CTaBHa nocTaTthb

ynana Ha nignory.
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— [lpo Wo ue BiH rosopuB BaM, npuHuUe? — CnaHTenn4yeHo
3anutaB Xenn beppen.— 4 He po3yMilo...

[[lOpaOH Big4YyB AMBHE, rOCTpe XBUMOBaAHHA. XKNTTA 3aragkoee y
CBOiX NOBOpOTax. Y HbOro He 6ynio NnpuynH, Wob nbutn LWopp KaHa,
ane BCe X BiH Big4yyBaBs, WO TOW nogobascs nomy.

Banb MapnaHH i iHWi odiuepn «ETHe» TpiymMdyBanu.

— lNepemora! Mmn HazaBXan 3HUWKUAM 3arpo3y Jlirn!

Kopabenb wymis. Bci 3Hanu, wo us pagicTb NOLWMPIETLCA MO
BCbOMY ioTy. 3a ABi roamHu [ipOH no4aB BBOAUTU Yy XMapu
OKynauinHi cunn, Kepyl4yucb MPOMEHAMW padapa 3 TannapHu.
MonoBuHa KopabniB 3anmwinnacsa 30BHi Ha BUNaAoK 3acCiaKku.

— Tenep HeMae CyMHiBy, WO BOHW cnpasai 3[anucsd,—
nosigomMne BiH opaoHY.— ABaHrapa noBiAOMASE, WO BCi kKopabni
Jlirn BXe cinn i po33bpototoTbcsd.— BiH goanas: — A 3anuwy eckopT
Ana «ETHe». 4 3Hal, 9K BaM XO4YeTbCA MOBEPHYTUCA Ha TpOOH.
opAoH BIAMOBIB:

— Ham He noTpibHO eckopTy. Banb MapnaHH, Mn BMpPYLLAEMO
HeramHo.

«ETHe» pywuna y [AOBMrMMA 3BOPOTHUM WASAX 4Yepe3 BCHO
Nanaktnky o KaHonyca. Ane 3a niBrognHun [opaoH BigoaB HoOBeE
pPO3MNOpPALXKEHHS:

— [o CoHus, a He pgo KaHonyca. Haw nopT npu3Ha4yeHHS —
3emns.

Xenn beppen Bpa)xeHo 3anpoTecTyBaB:

— Ane, npuHuUe, BeCb TPOOH O4iKye Ha Balle noBepHeHH4A! Bcs
IMnepis, KoXXHa NtoanHa B Hi 360XXeBONi€ Big paaocCTi 40 UbOro vacy,
yekatuu, Wwob npusitatn Bac! NoOpaoOH NMOXMTAB rOsI0BOKO.

— S He nay 3apas Ha TpooH. Be3iTb MeHe Ha 3eMnto.

BoHU anBmMAnCa Ha HbOro 34MBOBaHO, He po3yMitoun. Ane Banb
MapnaHH BiggaB po3nopsgXXeHHs, i kopabenb TpPoOxXuM 3MiHUB KYypC,
o6 nonpamMyBaTn A0 Aanekol XoBToi ickpn CoHus.

floanHn, nokn <«ETHe» ™MyaB Ha niBHIY, [opaoH cuaiB 6ins
iNtOMiHaTOpa, MOXMYPO AUBASYUCH Y HbOrMO, 3aHYpPeHUn Yy AMBHE,

BTOMJIeHe 3auineHiHH4a. HapewTi BiH MoOBepTaETbCA Ha 3eMnio, A0
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CBOr0O BJIACHOrO Yacy i CBiTy, 40 BNacHoro Tina. TiNbKKW Tenep BiH Mir
BMKOHATW O6IUSHKY, AaHy 3apT ApHy.

BiH rNaHYB Ha ACKpaBoO cAtoui 3ipkn NanakTukun. [aneko-ganeko
Ha 3axoadi 6nmwas Mask KaHonyca. BiH nogymas npo TpoOoOH, npo
MiIbUOHN TPiyMYounx Tam firoaeun.

— Bce ue ckiHunnocsa ana MeHe,— NOXMypo cKasas BiH cobi. —
CKiHYeHO HazaBXau.

BiH noaymaB npo JliaHHYy, i XBWNga Cninoro Bigyat 3HOBY
nigHanacs y uoro ayuwi. 3 ymMm Tex 6yno rnokKiH4eHo Ha3aBXAu.

Xenn beppen yBiNwWOB i CKa3aB:

— Bca IMnepiqa, Bca lanakTuka canoTylOTb Ha Bally 4YecCTb,
npuHue! Xiba MoXxHa NTK Ha 3eMJto, KON BCi YekaroTb Bac?

— Tak Tpeba,— Hanonernueo BiAnNoBiB [OpAOH, i BUCOKUN
aHTapieUub CNaHTEIMYEHO BUNLLOB.

BiH cnas, npokunaascs i 3HOBY crnaB. Yac Haye BTpaTtuB 6yab-
Ak ceHc. CKinbkKW AHIB MWHYNO, MOKW norepeny He 3’aBUBCH
3HaMoMuM xoBTun amck CoHus!

«ETHe» 3HMyBanaca o CTapoi 3eneHoi 3eMsi, A0 OCBITNIeHOI
cXigHoI NiBKyi.

— CipanTe y Moin nabopaTtopii B ropax — Xenn 3Ha€E ge ue,—
ckaszaB ['opaoH.

Bexxa y BikoBux cHiroemx liManasx 6yna Takow X, SIKOK BiH
3aMwmnB ii,— 9K AaBHO uUe 6yno! «ETHe» M’gko onycTtunacs Ha
MaJieHbKe nnaTo.

[lOpAOH rNAHYB Ha CBOIX 34AMBOBaHUX APY3iB.

— 4 nigy HeHagoBro Ao cBoe€i nabopaTopii, i 3i MHOK BUPYLWINTb
Tinbkn Xenn beppen.— BiH noBaraecsd, MNOTIM 3anpornoHyBaB: —
[aBanTe NOTUCHEMO pPYKWU. Bn cTann MeHi HanKpawnmMm gpy3simMu.

— [llpunHY 3apT, uUe CXoXe Ha MnpowaHHAa! — CTpUBOXEHO
3anpoTtectyBaB Banb MapnaHH.— Lo BM xo4yeTe TaM pobutmn?

— 3i MHOI0 HiY0ro He crtaHeTbc4d, 0b6iusto Bam,— Bignosis NopaoH
3 JIEFKOK NOCMIiLIKOK.— A NoBepHYyCs 3a KilbKa roauH.

BOHM NOTUCHYNM MOMY PYKY i MOBYKWN AUBUAUCS BCNiA, KONU BiH

i Xenn beppen BUXWIIM Ha MOPO3HE, KOJIKOYe MOBITPA.
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Y Bexi N'opaoH nonpsamyBas Bropy, Ao nabopatopii 3 CKASAHUMU
CTiHaMW, Ae 3HaXoANINUCA ANBHI IHCTPYMEHTU, CMOPYAXKEHI CNPaBXHIM
3apT ApHOoM i Benb KBeHOM. BiH NpoKpyTUB NOoAyMKKW BCe, WO CTapui
BUEHUN FOBOPUB MOMY Npo poboTy nigcunioBada i nepenasaya, i
AKOMOra peTesibHille nepesipmB IHCTPYMeHTU. Xenn beppen crexus
3@ HMUM 3 NOAMBOM | 3aHENOKOEHHAM. HapewTi [OpAOH 3BepHYBCSA A0
HbOIO.

— Xenn, MeHi 6yge noTtpibHa Bawa gonomMora. 4 xouy, wob Bu
3pobunun BCe TakK, K s CKaxy, HaBiTb AKLO He pO3yMieTe Lboro. Bu
3rogHi?

— Bun 3HaeTe, WO 9 BUKOHa 6yab-SIKMW Ball Hakas,— Masnko
BiANOBIB BUCOKUW aHTapieub.— Ane BCe X 9 AyXe XBUKCA 3a Bac!

— HeMa npuyuunH, 3a Kifibka roguMH BM nonetute Hasagd Ao
TpooHy, i 9 6yay 3 BaMu,— Bignosis lopaoH.— Tenep 4yekaunTe.

BiH HapiB wonoMm TenenaTtudHoro nigcuntoBada. [lepekoHaBcs,
Lo obpaHo iHAMBIAYaNbHY 4AacTOTy MO3KY 3apT ApHa, K BYMB MOro
Benb KBeH. lNoTiM BKIOUYMB anapar.

lopooH cTaB aymaTtu. BiH 3o0cepeamB cBOI AYMKM, W06
BiANpaBUTU MOCUEHY anapaToM AYMKY Kpi3b 6e304HI0 MpoCTopy-
yacy, Big 04HOro MO3KYy A0 iHLWOro.

«3apT ApH! 3apT ApH! YK yyete BN MeHe?»

AyMkn y Bignosiab He 6yno. 3HOBY i 3HOBY MOBTOPOBAB BiH
YSIBHUN BUKNUK, ane 6e3pesynbTaTHO. lMoauB i TpuBora oxonuam
fopaoHa. BiH cnpobyBaB 3HOBY, 3a roauHy, ane 6e3ycniwHo. Xenn
beppen cnaHTennyeHo 4yekas. [10OTIM, BXe 3a YOTUPU FOAUHU, BiH Y
Big4yai 3pobus we ogHy cnpoby:

«3apT ApH, UM 4yyeTe BN MeHe? [oBopuTb XOH 'opaoH!»

I Ha uen pa3 cnabo i paneko yepes HEMMOBIPHY MpipBY 4Yacy B
MOro MO3Ky BUHUMKI/IA AYMKa-BigNOBiAb.

«[xoH lNopaoH! lNocnogun, 4 AOBri MicAui Yekar i He 3Hato, Lo
ctanocda! YoMy rosopute BU, a He Benb KBeH>»

«Benb KBeHa B6UTO,— wWBMAKO BianosiB [opaoH.— B6uto
conaatamm Jlirm HeBAOB3I NicNs Toro, sik MW nposenu 06MiH». BiH

NOACHUB MOCMILWHO:
186



«byna ranaktnmyHa BiMHa Mix Xmapotw Ta IMmnepieo. 4 6yB
3a/ly4eHUn y Hei, He Mir noBepHyTUCsa Ha 3emnto. MeHi aosenocs
CTaTM BaMW i HIKOMY He roBoputu, gk g i obiugs. OaHa nAUHA
Ai3Hanacs npo MOE CaMO3BaHCTBO, ajie BOHA MepTBa, i HiXTo Ginblwe
LbOro He 3Hae».

«opaoH! — aymka 3apT ApHa byna rapsiukoBoto, 36yaXXeHo.—
Bu Mornu 3anumwmtuca y MOEMY Tini, y MOEMY CTAHOBMULLi, ane He
3pobunn uboro! — BiH NpoaoBXyBaB 36yaXeHO: — Y MeHe TyT Tex
Oynn HenpueMHOCTI. MeHe noMIiCTUAM TUMYaACOBO A0 rocnitanto,
OCKi/TbKW 51 He nMaM’dATaB BawWoOro MMHynoro». NopAoH cKka3aB NOMY:

«3apT, 9 AyMalo, WO 3MOXY HanaroauTtn poboTy nepenasayda A1
0bMiHYy Tinamun, Tak, 9k Benb KBeH nosicHnB MeHi. CKaxiTb MeHi, 4u
NpaBWIbHO S BCe 3p03yMiB». BiH nogyMku npobir nogpobuui pobotu
nepegasaya, i 3apT ApH BiAMNOBIB MOMY, 3arasoM NiATBEPAXYOUM,
iHOAI nonpaBndaoUn.

«[1obpe, s rotoBun 00 0bMiHY,— Ccka3aB HapewTi 3apT ApH.—
Ane xTo 6byae npaurBaTn 3 nepegasayveM, AKWwo Benb KBeH nomep?»

«Y MeHe TYyT € apyr, Xenn beppen,— Bignosis lopaoH.— BiH He
3Ha€E, WO MM pobuMo, ane s MOXY MnokKasaTu MOMY, K BKJOUUTU
anapar».

BiH nepecTtaB 30cepea)xyBaTucs i 06epHyBCs A0 CTPUBOXEHOIO
aHTapinus, SKMM MOBYKKU CTEXMB 3@ HUM.

— Xenn, Tenep MeHi noTtpibHa Bawa ponoMora,— CkKas3aB
lopaoH. — [uBiTbCA.— BiH BKaszaB Ha nepemukadi.— Konu 9 aam
3HaK, BU NOBUHHI BKIKOYUTK iX OCb Y TaKin NOCNiAOBHOCTI.

Xenn beppen yBaxxHO cniyxaB, MOTIM pO3yMito4e KUBHYB:

— [ob6pe. Ane wo BOHO 3p0bUTb 3 BAMU?

— He MoXxy BaM ckasaTtu, Xenn. Ane wkoau MeHi He 6yae,
obiugto.

BiH MiLHO CTUCHYB pYKYy aHTapinvus, nNoTiM 3HOBY HaAiB LUOJSIOM i
nocnae AyMKY:

«Bun rotosi, 3apT? AKWO TakK, 9 AaM curHan». «loToBun,—
BianoBiB 3apT ApH.— I, [opAoOH, nepw HiXX nonpowaTncsd, 49Ky BaM

3a BCe, WO BU ANs MeHe 3pobunun!»
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[opooOH nNigHAB PpYyKy, nojakwydn 3HakK. BiH nouysB, gk Xenn
BKKOYaE pybunbHukun. MNepenasad 3aryais, i FopAoH BiA4YyB, K NOro
PO3YyM CMPAMOBYETbLCA Y 34104y YOPHOTY...

[loBepHEHHA Ha 3eM/to

flopaoH noBinbHO oTaMmuecd. [onoBa wnoro 6onina. BiH
NMOBOPYXHYBCSl, MOTIM BiAKpUB O4i. BiH nexaB y 3HAMOMIN KiMHaTI, Y
3HAaNOMOMY NiXKy. Lle 6yna noro MmaneHbka HblO-MOPKCbKa KBapTUpa,
TeEMHa KiMHaTKa, fdKa BuaaBanacd Tenep MaNleHbKOK i TiCHOIO.
TpeMTsa4Oo PYKOK BiH BKJIHOYMB CBIiT/I0 i HEBNEeBHEHO Bubpascsa 3
nixkka. BiH rnsHyB y BMUCOKe A3epKano Ha CTiHi. BiH 3HoBYy 6yB
>xxoHoM [opaoHoM! Ha HbOro gnmBunacsa CunbHa, KpeMmesHa NocTaTh |
3acMmarne obnunyusa [IxoHa opAoOHa 3aMiCTb Pi3KMX pUC | BUCOKOI
nocraTti 3apT ApHa. [opaoH Big4YyB panToM 3anamMopoysvse
34MBYBaHHSA, Ke NpUrooMLWmnIo Moro Ao rmbunHm aywi. «4m He CoH
BCe ue? Ym He 6yno BCe uUe ranuumHaui€lo, MOPOAXEHOK MOIM
MO3KOM?» BiH BiAKWMHYB U0 AYMKY. BiH 3HaB binblwe. Akum 6um BCe Ue
He 6yno AMBHWUM i HE3BUYHUM, Le He cOoH! BiH niginwoB A0 BiKHA i
FMAHYB Ha MepexTnuBi BorHi Hoto-Mopka. IkMM ManeHbKuM, cTapum,
TICHUM 34aBasiocsd MOMY Tenep MIiCTo, KOMWM AYMKW Koro we 6ynu
HaNOBHEHI NMULWHICTIO TpooHal!

Cnbo3n 3aTyMaHWUAM MOMY Odi, KONU BiH NMOAMBUBCS Ha 30psHE
Hebo. TymaHHicTb OpioHa 6yna nuwe 3ipoykoto, NiaBiWeHow A0
MOACY LbOro riraHTa-cysip’sa. Mana BegMmegnusa pyxanacsa 4o nosoca.
Hn3bKo Haa BepxiBkamMu gaxis 6nmmano 6ine oko [eHeba.

Momy He 6yno HaBiTb BMAHO KaHomyca, WO CTOSB HU3bKO Haj
FOPU30OHTOM. Afle MOro AyMKW MoneTinn Kpisb 6e304H0 NpocTopy i
yacy Tyau, 40 YapiBHUX 6awT TpooHa.

— JliaHHo! JliaHHO! — NpolwenoTiB BiH, i C1bO3W NOTEKAN NO UOro
o06n1mnyyio.

[MoBifIbHO, MOKWM MWW Ui HiYHIi roguHun, FopaoH roTyeBascCcs A0
iICNNTY, 9KUM NOBUHEH 6yB CTaTW 3a/IMWLOK MOro XUTTS.

HenpoxigHa npipBa NpocTopy i Yyacy HasaBXAawu Bigginunia moro
BiA, €QMHOI AiBUYMHMN, SIKY BiH KOMn-Hebyab KoxaB. BiH He 3abyae, He
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xoye 3abyBaTn. Ane BiH MOBUHEH MPOXWUTU LE XUTTSH, AKe NOoMy
Aictanocs.

HacTtynHoro paHky BiH MmiwoB Ha poboTy. BiH 3ragaB, ik MLIOB
3BIATN KiNbKa TWUXHIB TOMY, OXOMJAEHWUN MNONAYM'SSHUM TPEMTIHHAM
MOXXJ/IMBOI NPpUrogu.

HavanbHUK BigAainy 3ycrtpis 'opAoHa 3 NOAUBOM:

— TlopaoH, 4ynm nodvyBaete BU cebe pocutb Aobpe, wWob6
NoBepHYTUCS A0 poboTn? A pagun, SKWoO Tak.

fopaoHy noTpibHO 6yno rosoputn obepexHo. BiH He 3HaB, Wo
Tpanunocs 3 3apT ApHOM B Moro o60s10HLI 3a Ui TUXHI.

— S aymalo, WO MOXY MNOBEPHYTUCS A0 poboTW,— MOBIiNIbHO
BMMOBWB BiH.

— [lokTop Binnic NoBMHEH cro4yaTKy OrfisHyTU BacC,— CKa3as
MOro cniBpo3MoOBHUK.— Afie KOS BU UM 3 roCniTanto, BiH roBOpuB,
L0 BM CKOPO 3MOXeTe 30BCiM BUAYXATMU.

flopaooH 3ragae Binnica, ronoBHOro nikaps KOMMaHIil, SAKUN
NiAHABCA MOMY HA3yCTpiy, NOCMiXatunCb, KON BiH YBINLLIOB.

— [opAoH, sk BM cebe noyvyBaeTe? Y MmHyna Bawa aMHe3isa?

[OpAOH KMBHYB.

— Tak, a9 Tenep UINKOM 3rajaB CBOE MUHYyfe. BiH Bigpasy
340ragaBcs, WO He3HaHHS 3apT APHOM LbOro CBiTY Npu3BeNo MOro
HeHaJoBro A0 NcuxiaTpM4yHOro rocnitanto i wo Binnic nikysaes nMoro
BiJ aMHe3il.

— A ayxe paagun,— rosopus Yinnic.— 4 6osBca crno4yaTky, wWo
BM 3aKiHYUMTEe TaK CaMO, 4K Ta AiBYMHA 3 CYyCiAHbOI Mnanatun,—
nam’ataetre, Pyt AnneH. BoHa 36o0xeBonina Bi4 LOKY i nexana y
MepMaHEeHTHIN KOMi.

— S BXe UuifNlKoM 340poBUK, AOKTOp,— noBTopuB opaoH.— A
XOTiB 61 noBepHyTUCA A0 poboTu.

Tinbkn poboTta yTpumyBana [opaoHa Big MOBHOro Big4yato vy
HaCTynHi AHi. BoHa 6yna Ans HbOro TUM, 4YMM AN HWWX CTaE
ankorosnb abo HapkoTUkU. [leskMn 4ac caMe BOHa He aasasna Momy
3ragyBsaTu.
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Ane oaHoOro pasy BHOYI BiH NpuragaB yce. BiH nexaB 6e3 cHY,
ANBNSAYNCL Y BIKHO Ha 6/IMCKyJi 3ipKKM, SKi N8 O04en Moro posymy
3aBXxan 6yayTtb MoOryTtHiMm coHusimn. I Becb 4yac ob6bpa3 JliaHHu
ManopiB nepea HUM.

3a KiflbKa AHIB Ha4ya/IbHUK CKa3aB MOMY:

— lopaoH, a 6osBcs, Wo xBopoba 3aBaanTb BaM npauoBaTu.
Ane Bu npautoete aobpe, i 9 aymai, wWo He3zabapoM BU CTaHeTe
MOMIYHMKOM 3aBigyBaya Bia4isioM.

foOpAOHY 3axoTinnocsd BUMOYXHYTM 60XEBiINIbHUM CMiXOM, TaKOK
daHTacTMuHol 6yna ud nponosuuis. Momy 6yTM MNOMIYHMKOM
3aBigyBada, MOMy, iMNepaToOpCbKOMY MPUHLY, SKUN cUAiB Ha BeHKeTi
i3 30psAHMMK Koponamu y TpooHi? MioMy, akuii BiB ¢hnoTK KOPONiBCTBa
y OCTaHHI0 Benuky 6utey 6ina [eHeba? Momy, akuii nepemir Xmapy i
Mir 3HMwnTN cam Kocmoc? Ane BiH He 3acMmidBcd. BiH ckas3as
CMOKINHO:

— Cep, ue byne xopolwa nocaga ansa MeHe.
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